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Mr. HASTINGS's Parliamentary Trial. 


? 
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LY Fort William, 20th October 1783. 
To the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United Eaſ India Company. 


Honourable Sirs, 


I Rereby make my appeal to your Honourable Court, from the acts of this government, on an 
occaſion which highly concerns the intereſts of this Company, and the honour and faith of the 
Britiſh name. The ſubject is two-fold, and confiſts, firſt, in a ſeries of charges, preferred by 
the Nabob Vizier, and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, againſt Mr. Briſtow, you Reſident at the 
court of Lucknow: And, ſecondly, in an offer made by the Nabob Vizier of the ſecurity of cre- 
litable bankers, for the diſcharge of his paſt and growing debt to the Company; and accom- 
panied with a conditional prayer, to be freed from the preſence and oppreſſions of Mr, Briſtow, 
and his aſſiſtant Mr, Cowper. NY | | 


Meſſrs. Wheler, M*Pherſon, and Stables, have ſeverally acquitted Mr. Briſtow of all the 
charges which were alledged againſt him; and they have ſeverally refuſed to accept the offer of 
the Nabob Vizier, and to comply with the prayer accompanying it. My opinion, on both 
points, ſtands in direct contradiCtion to theirs, | | 


The proceedings on this affair have been already ſwelled to ſo enormous a ſize, and I have my- 
{elf contributed ſo largely to it in my examination of Mr. Briſtow's defence, that I ſhall deem it 
moſt conſiſtent with the reſpe& which I feel for the value of your time, to refer you to the mi- 
nutes of council which comprehend this ſubje&, and for that purpoſe to enumerate them in the 
order in which they may afford you the moſt connected information, viz. 


Treaty of Chunar, dated 19th September 1781 - == 


Inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, 23d September 1781 — 
Mr. Johnſon's recall from his office at Lucknow — 
Mr. Middleton's recall, and Mr. Briſtow's appointment 
Governor General's notification to the board of his inſtrue- 
tions to Mr, Briſtow — 


* 


to the reſidentſhip at Benares * WAR 
Complaints againſt Mr, Briftow — — 


4 


Vol. IV 275 B 


Governor General's minute, on the appointment of Mr. Fowke 


Vide Governor General's Narrative 
of the Inſurrection at Benares. 

Ditto. 

Secret Conſ. 7th September 1782. 

Public ditto, 23d September. 


Secret ditto, 24th October. 


N. B. Theſe inſtructions are entered on Secret Conſultations of 21ſt April 1783. 


Ith March 1783. 
21ſt April 1783. 
12th May. 

1th. 

22d. 

29th. 
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Complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow _ — — 13th Tune, 
- | | k | > | 7th Jul. I 
| 24th. - "he - FL "1 
28th. 
it, 
RP; GFR. 114th Auguſt 
Minutes of Mr. Wheler, dated 24th Auguſt — 28th. 2 
Ditto of Mr. Stables, — goth _ —— 4th September. 
Ditto of Mr. Macpherſon za September — Ditto. 
Ditto of Governor General, 29th — — h 


29th. 
Ditto of Vitto 6th October — th October. 


* 


Fapers recorded with the above minute of the Governor General. A 


Letter from Major Palmer to the Governor General, dated 16th September 178 
Ditto from Major Palmer to the Governor General, dated 20th September 1783. 
Ditto from Hyder Beg Cawn ditto received 27th, 
Minutes of Mr. Macpherſon and Stables, in anſwer to the Governor I 
General's laſt. . Secret Conf, 13th October. 
Minute of the Governot General in reply, dated 11th October — 13th, 


Papers recorded with this Minuute, viz. 


1ſt. Letter from the Governor General to Hyder Beg Cawn, deli- 
vered to Mr, Briſtow, with his inſtructions, and with a power 
of delivering it to Hyder Beg Cawn, or of ſuppreſſing it, at his e 
diſcretion, | 
2d. Information given by Rajah Gobind Ram to the Nabob Vi- 
Zier on the occaſion of Mr. Briſtows propoſed appointment. 
3d. Inſtructions from Major Davy to Major Palmer, by order of 
the Goyernor General, on the {ame ſubject, dated 6th October. Po | 
Minute af the Governor General, dated 20th October. — Secret Conſ. 21ſt Oftober, 
recording his inſtructions to Major Palmer, dated 6th May 1783. ; 
Mr. Stables's minute of 24th October, in anſwer to the Governor 
General of the 29th September. 
r. Macpherfon's, in anfwer to ditto — Ditto 
The Governor General's of the 2d November, in reply — Ditto 
Mr. Macpherſon's minute, recording correſpondence between 
Major Palmer and Mr. Cowper — 25th. Yy 


Secret Conſ. 21ſt October 1793 


What may be the future proceſs and iſſue of this buſineſs I cannot foreſee: I have borne a very 
painful and laboriouspart in it, and ſhall continue to devote as much of my time and attention to 
the examination of the materials which may be turniſhed in the proſecution of it, as m) other 
more urgent calls, if I can have any more urgent, and the impaired ſtate of my conſtitution will 
allow. Sr ; 

1 fear, in every inſtance which may impel me to ſpeak of myſelf in. any alluſion to the relation 
of my office to your Honourable Court, to err in the forms of reſpect. I therefore beſpeak your 
pardon, with the moſt folemn aſſurance that I mean not to cffend, for the too obvious ſuggeſtion 
implied in the following expoſtulation : Do not, Honourable Sirs, conſider me as an object in the 
iſſue of this reference. Your deciſion upon it, at whatever period it may arrive, will be recel " 
by an adminiftration with which I can have no concern; and may | preſume to hope, thatit wy 
place the executive charge of your commands in the hands of a perſon who ſhall be inveſted wit 
the powers of the office, not diſgraced as I have been with an unſubſtantial title without authority, 
and with a reſponſibility without the means of diſcharging it. May he at leaſt poſſeſs ſuch a 
portion of excluſive controul as may enable him to interfere with effect in occaſions which may 


tend to the facrifice of your political credit! This, whatever temporary convenience may dictate 


a different rule of conduct, applied to every: variable contingency ſo conſtrued, will be found = 
only principle which can give permanency to your dominion, A belief, however warranted, 5 
contrary rule of policy influencing your affairs, has been the real and undoubted cauſe of the la 

confederacy, formed for your deſtruction, and of the conſequent deſolation of one gout mem This 
your ſtate, and may (which God avert) prove one hidden ſource of its ultimate diffotution- ber, 
doctrine may be ill ſuited to the character of a man whoſe removal from office has been declar 


by high authorities neceſſary to quiet the minds of the native Princes of Hindoſtan, 
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their confidence in the faith, juſtice, and moderation of the Britiſh, vation. A few years will re- 
move the veil of faction which has auſed this illuſion, and it will be known that all my acts have 
deen regulated by the moſt ſacred obiervance of treaties, and all my negociations with truth; yet 


et me be what I may, I profeſs the neceſſity of juſtice and good faith to the exiſtence of the na: 
tional intereſts in theſe kingdoms, Your Honourable Court has proclaimed it ; one great mem- 
her of the legiſlative body has ſolemnly pronounced the ſame doctrine, and the voice of the people 
is ready to echo it; yet it is, even with thele great authorities, inefficient, ſince every man who is 
in the poſſeſſion of power to violate the national faith, and is impelled by the provocations of am- 
b tion, avarice, or vengeance, ſtronger than the reſtrictions of integrity and honour, may violate 
it with impunity. Your wiſdom may enforce, in partial applications, the rule which your juſtice 
has generally preſcribed, and the terrors of parliamentary enquiries may deter groſs and notorious 
abuſes of it; but until the legiſlative. power of the nation ſhall declare it capital in any of its ſub- 
jects to commit a breach of treaty, or to invade any of the aſcertained rights of nations, the 
greateſt of all moral enormities, by which the fate of millions may be cloſed, and ſtates doomed to 
annihilation, will remain protected by the law of England from the effect of that juſtice which 
dooms to death the meaneſt invader of private property. 


I cannot conclude this addreſs without expreſſing my concern for the intereſt and character of a 
man whom J have proved, unfortunately, though unintentionally, the inſtrument of involving in a 
conteſt which threatens to terminate in his ruin, however upright his intentions may have been, 
or however laudable in their proſecution—1 allude to my military ſecretary, Major Palmer, whoſe 
accidental preſence at the court of Lucknow furniſhed the occaſion to the Nabob Vizier and his 
miniſter, of tranſmitting through the channel of his letter their complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow. 
}'or the ground of his original deputation, I beg leave to refer you to my inſtructions, which will 
be found among the numbers. of the packet ſent by this, diſpatch; and for the part which he has 
borne in relation to the complaints, to his letter, alſo inſerted a number in the ſame packet. 
"Theſe will afford additional and (if I do not view them with too partial a judgment) inconteſtible 
proofs of the delicacy which I have both obſerved in my own conduct to the Nabob, the Nabob 
Vizier, and in that which I have preſcribed to others; and how little I merit the reproach of that 
javage treatment of him which Mr. Briſtow has pretended to ground on my authority. 


Allow me to atteſt, that with an intimate knowledge of Major Palmer's character,. acquired and 
improved by an intercourſe of many years, I do not know a man who, poſſeſſes a truer ſenſe of 
honour, a more benevolent heart, a more candid ſpirit, or more gentle manners; and I believe 
that this is his character in the eſtimation of all who know him, &'> 


Thoſe whoſe deſigns. and actions have been drawn from their concealment by the means in 
which Major Palmer participated, will avail themſelves of ſpecious and general maxims to brand 
him with the character of an incendiary and an informer. Had he refuſed to act the part which 
le has done; had he, my avowed and confidential miniſter, profeſſing himſelf attached to me by 
the ſtrongeſt ties of friendſhip, been an eye witneſs of deeds which ſtamped my character with in- 
famy, and deſtroyed the credit and faith of the government which he ſerved, and had allowed the 
cold precepts of that ſelf-intereſt which is ſometimes denominated prudence, to influence his ſup- 
preſſion of them, I on my part ſhould have deteſted him as a monſter of ingratitude, falſehood, 
and infidelity, On which ſide was he, in ſuch an alternative, tohave made his option? To the 
Juſtice of your Honourable Court, and to the breaſt of every virtuous and honourable man, I 


lafely eppeal for the reply. 1 1 A * 
have onour 
Honourable Sirs, - 
Your molt obedient, 
and faithtyl ſervant, | 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


* 


MINUTES of Mr. Macpherſon, Mr. Stables, and Mr, Haſlmgs, in Conſultations, 
2% October 1783. | 


* 


Mr. Macpherſon. | | | October 20th. 


ave peruſed the Governor Generals minute, delivered in council the zoth September. For 


In 


"e preſent I will only take notice of thoſe parts of it which point particularly at myſelf, and the 
* ſtate of the queſtion. 


B 2 The 


PR Went of the Nabobſhip of Oude, on the bottom and principles of the Chunar treaty, it would not 


gave him, and which bound him at leaſt to artempt to introduce a new and a better ſyſtem; 


Wo 


The Governor General has been pleaſed to ſuppoſe, that I had either written or correfted Mr. 


Briſſow's letter to the board, tranfmitted with his defence, To Mr. Haſtings I ſhall only repl 

that he is miſtaken in this option. The compliments which he pays to the ſtyle and temper ofthe 
letter are flattering ; but if they do not fall to the avowed writer, i know not who has a right to 
claim them, 


As Major Palmer has, upon another occaſion, ſuppoſed that T tranſmitted to Mr. Briſtow co- 
pies of the minutes of the members of this board, or of other public papers, on the ſubje& of the 
accuſations againſt him, I defire that Mr. Briſtow and Mr, Cowper may be called upon to make 
a declaration, to the truth of which they wilLhereaf:er be ready to atteſt upon oath, in the pre- 
ſence of a proper magiſtrate, © whether I wrote or corrected, or in any ſhape compoſed the letter 
« that accoinpanied Mr. Briſtow's defence; or whether I ever, through any communication, 
direct from my ſelf, or indirect through others, tranſmitted to them copies of what any other 
member of the board, or of what I myſelf have written upon the ſubject of the charges againſt 
*« Mr. Briſtow, or his defence.” Cones 


My object in making this propoſition is not ſo much to diſprove what a plain negative can an- 
ſwer, as to ſhew how very different my proceeding has been in this buſineſs; it has been ſuch as 
is entitled to the real approbation of the Governor General, | 


As to the difference of my proceeding in the reſpective caſes of Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Briſtow, 
I ſhall leave it to the public records to place it in its proper light. 


The re-eſtabliſhment of the French power in India, without any reſtriction as to the military 
force they are to keep at Chandernagore renders it, according to my ideas, particularly neceſſary 
for this government to continue their Reſident at Oude: and to maintain a reſpectable force in 
that froutier. 1 
ut I mean not to enter into a diſcuſſion upon this or any new ground, to ſhew the advantage 
to the publle from the eſtabliſhment of a Reſident at Oude. The meaſure has been long adopted, 
and is now rendered more indiſpenſable, from the late directions of the Court of Directors. 


I ſhould at the ſ@ne time be extremely happy to ſee an adminiſtration eſtabliſhed at Oude, and 
with every one df our country dependant allies, that would preclude as much as poſſihle the in- 
ternal integference of our agents with the affairs of their countries. Such an interference it will 
ever be difficult to keep within thoſe. bounds which ſecure, the proſperity of the natives, and the 
regulation of the country, from the effects of oppoſite and claſhing authority, 17 
el ad the Vizier ànd his nliniſter been found competent to ſecure the peace and good manage- 


4 


= have been found neceſſary to have charged Mr. Briſtow with the powers which his inſtructions 


* 


is repreſentations to the hoard, of the ſtate in which he found the country, of his expectations 
and endeavours to carry through the expected arrangements, and of the difficulties that lay in his 
way ; theſe repreſentations, which the board received in detail, without any diſapprobation of his 
proceedings, and more particularly the independence which he maintained againſt a miniſter, 
whole influence exiſted in the abuſes complained of, were the grounds upon which Mr, Briſtow 
appeared to have been entitled to ſupport. | | 


But ſhould it hereafter appear that Mr Briſtow, inſtead of being entitled to ſuch ſupport, has 
endeavovred to pervert the inſtructions and authority with which he was charged to the purpoſes 
of private rapacity, he can no longer merit countenance; and I ſincerely believe that he will meet 
with none from any member of the board. There is an expreffion in the Governor General's mi 
nute, which, though it does not charge Mr. Briſtow with any act of private * j intimates, 
that his inſtructions may be perverted to ſuch. If it does not, I have miſunderſtood it. 

Had the majority of the board directed Mr. Briſtow, in conſequence of his repreſentations againſt 
Hyder Beg Cawn, to urge the Vizier to remove that miniſter, and make him account for his pa 
adminiſtration ; had they directed the Reſident, in conſequence of the oppoſitions he met with, to 
inſiſt on refarmations, which muſt have diveſted the Vizier and his adminiſtration of much o 
wonted authority, they might be charged with proceeding with violence. 


But, in the preſent ſituation of affairs at Lucknow, the Reg of this government does not 
appear to me to be ſupported in the exerciſe of any ſuch oppreſſive controul. | 


On 


3H 3 2 
On the contrary, his official repreſentationstend to ſhew that the Viziers adminiſtration 


treats him with the attention that is due to his office, much leſs with the reſpect which ever gc- 
companies power in this country. | | 


(Signed) MP. 


A true Copy. 
| E. Hay, | 
As Secy to the Secret Dept. 


Mr. Stables. | 5 ; 24th October 1783. 
beg leave to offer the following remarks on the Governor General's minute of date the 2gth 


of laſt month, for the conſideration of the Court of Directors, and in. juſtification of my own 
conduct. 


On my arrival in Calcutta, in November 178a, I found that Mr. Briſtow had been appointed 


Reſident at the court of Oude in September preceding. I have no knowledge of this gentleman, 
nor have I ever ſeen him. ; 


When the Governor General preſented to the board the complaints of the Nabob Vizier and his 
miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, againſt the public repreſentative of this government at his court, 
which the Governor General had received at different periods prior to their being communicated 
to the hoard, I immediately peruſed the former proceeding on the ſubject, and eſpecially the in- 
ſtructions dictated by the Governor General himſelf to Mr. Middleton the late, and Mr. Briſtow 
the preſent, Reſident ; inſtructions directing meaſures to be purſued of a general, ſt 
tenfive nature. Theſe inſtructions were, 1 conceive, for his conduct at the court of A ſuph Ul 
Dowla, a Prince of very doubtful private character, and avowedly known to be labburing under 
the moſt abject ſubjection to his miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, who is alſo painted in very ſtrong 
colours in theſe very inſtructions, which I earneſtly recommend to the attentive. peruſal of the 
Court of Directors. To have recalled Mr. Briſtow, whoſe conduct was highly commendable and 
meritorious when he aCted in the ſame capacity in the year 1975 and 1776, on the {imple allega- 

tions and intrigues of ſuch characters, I conceive would be deſtructive to the public intereſt, and 
render our government contemptible. After re-conſidering this ſubject, and after an > ww 
re-peruſal of the inſtructions for Mr. Briſtow's conduct, I adhere to the ſentiments I before de- 
livered in my minutes of the 19th and 22d of May, 31ſt of July, and 4th of September, without 
any apprehenſion that I ſhall be numbered among the oppreſſors of the Princes in India. 


I cannot paſs unnoticed the following expreſſion in the Governor General's minute: —“ As to 
my intentions, and their real objects, I affirm that they have been wholly neglected, nor has 
any uſe been made of them, but to pervert them to deſigns of which I know not the authority, 
* nor can deviſe any other end, but private rapacity.” This expreſſion, I imagine, alludes to the 
conduct of Mr. Briflow, although no fact is brought in ſupport of ſuch an inſinuation. I can 
only obſerve for the preſent, that if, upon ſufficient proof, the Reſident ſhall be convicted of pri- 
vate rapacity, I ſhall deem him unworthy of the truſt committed to his charge, and ſhall readily 
vote with the Governor General for his recall. The Governor General thinks himſelf aggrieved 
by Mr. Briſtow's continual appeal to his inſtructions as the rule and warrant of his conduct: I 
beg leave to premiſe, without wiſhing to offend, or having a deſire to diminiſh the powers legally 
velted in the executive member of this adminiſtration, that the inſtructions to the Reſident at the 
court of Oude, when read and approved by the members of the board, became the inſtructions of 
the board at large, and not of the Governor General as an individual; and that until they are re- 
"ed orannulled/by a majority of the hoard, I conceive the Reſident is juſtified in quoting them 
u authority for his conduct. At the ſame time, if there are any reformations or regulations en- 
Joined in the inſtructions, which are not neceſſary for the correction of the enormous abuſes that 


de well known to prevail in the Nabob Vizier's country, I ſhall chearfully concur with the 
er members of the board in altering them. | h 


g eſpecting what is delivered in the Governor General's minute, wherein he ſolemnly declares, 

5 powers of this government are not in his hands, nor exerciſed by the principles which he 
brofeſſes, I ſhall be totally ſilent, ſubmitting the ſame entirely to the deciſion of the Court of 
Vol. IV. | C Directors; 


1 


[+1 


Directors; to whoſe judgment, with reſpect and deference. I appeal, and who, Truſt and hope, 
will think it abſolutely 3 to order a thorough and compleat inveſtigation into the whole of 


the tranſactions at the court of 


A true Copy. 
E. Hay, 
Acts Secy to the Secret Dept. 


ude, reſpecting the Nabob Vizier and his miniſter, 


Governor General. 2nd November 1782, 


Mr, Stables's minute, dated the 24th of October, and Mr, Macpherfon's, dated the 2oth, were 
delivered to me by the ſecretary ; the firſt on the 25th, and the laſt on the 28th of the ſane 
month, being the ſame days on which I underſtand them to have been roecived. I ſhall make 
ſome obſeryations on both. | | | 


It is in the firſt place incumbent on me to clear Major Palmer from the offence of having in- 
tentionally caſt any reflex in on a member of the board, by a ſuppoſition of his having tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. Briſtow the charges which had been ꝓreferred againſt him. Major Palmer inti- 
mated this in a familiar note, written on an occaſion obviouſly leading to it, and to a man ſtand- 
ing in the relation of an intimate friend: it ought not to have paſſed the breaſt of this friend; nor 
would it have been made public, but for the diſingenuous uſe which he made of it. At the ſame 
time I will ſo far juſtify Major Palmer by my own teſtimony, as to declare that I did myſelf expect 
that Mr. Macpherſon would apprize Mr. riſtow of the charges; and as it was written by Mr, 
Briſtow's recriminatory letter of 13th of May laſt, that he had received early notice of them from 
ſome channel, I did as naturally. conclude that the information reached him through that of Mr. 
Macpherſon, but did not in that inſtance impute to him any breach of official truſt. 


I am happy that 1 can undeceive Mr. Macpherſon in the opinion which he has: entertained of 
the new rights derived to the French from the preliminary treaty, The 1 3th article, which pre- 
ſcribes the mode of their return to Bengal, ſimply reſtores them to the privileges which they be- 
fore held with their former poſſeſſions, but expreſſes no new conditions added to them; nor can 
they, by any conſtruction, lay claim to any not expreſſed; for this article is not, as others are, 
reciprocal, but binding on our nation only for the allowance of the French to their re-admiſſion 
into a territory of Britiſh juriſdiction. But whatever ground there may have been for a contrary 
ſuppoſit ion, it is now removed beyond all reach of argument, or poſſibility of doubt, by the ex- 
preſs authority of the Court of Directors, in their cit cular letter of the 6th of March, in which they 
declare in terms, that “ by this ſtipulation no intention is entertained on the part of France, 
&« to ereCt a fortification, or to introduce a force which can give jult cauſe of alarm to our go- 
« vernment, the intended eſtabliſhment being entirely commercial.“ As little ground is there, 
on the other hand, for any apprehenſion of a confederacy of the powers of the French and the 
Nabob Aſuph ul Dowlah againſt this government. The reſpect which I bear to Mr. Macpherſon's 
talents will not allow me to believe, that he would deliberately uſe this as an argument, or that 
he would have applied it even in diſtant alluſion, but as it was required to give effect to one of 
greater force. As juſtly may the government of fort St. George deprive the Nabob Wallajau of 
his inheritance, leſt he ſhould unite his arms to thoſe of the French at Pondicherry. The condi- 
tion of both Princes is equally deſtitute, and equally oppreſſed, and the humiliation of their te- 
monſtrances ſhews them to be equally hopeleſs of any redreſs, but in the mercy of their 
oppreſſors. © e 


Another reaſon urged for continuing the eſtabliſhment of a Reſident at Oude is, that the 
.* meaſure has been long adopted.“ I have been long accuſtomed to war with words: The Reb- 
dent whom ] firſt appointed was placed there for the purpoſes of maintaining the good under- 
ſtanding which had regently taken root between the two governments, and of guarding that of 

Oude againſt vexation from our*s—it is an abuſe of terms to plead the right or neceſſity of pre- 
ſcription tor the continuance of an office which exiſts only in the name, but with its origin 
powers and objects inverted, 


I am ignorant of any late directions of the Court of Directors, by which the meaſure is no 
ce rendered more indiſpenſable,” I hey have indeed preſcribed the payment of the penſions afhgn 


to the Begums through the Reſident, and an aſylum to be granted to them if they require of g 
our own provinces. Both purpoſes can be as completely and eaſily fulfilled without a * in 


J 


. 
. 
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with one, ſince there muſt be ſome office or channel for the receipt of much larger ſums from 
"the Nabob Vizier than the Begums penſions, and for the grant of an aſylum to them in our own 
provinces. The command of the Court of Directors, without any other intervention, would be 


ſuſpcient; and the Nabob, in the caſe of neceflity ſuppoſed to require it, would be as-glad to be 
freed from them as they to leave him, GEES | 


What follows in the minute now under examination, involves a poſition not affirmed, but too 
pointedly marked to be miſſed, It is that © the internal interference of our agents with the affairs 
« of the countries of our country dependant allies,” is neceſſary to their better adminiſtration. 
This poſition, which I have ſtated in terms borrowed, but tranſpoſed from the words of the mi- 
nute, applies equally to the Nabob Wallajau as to the Nabob Aſuph Ul Dowlah. Indeed the caſes 
are too ſimilar to admit of a principle reſpecting one, that will not equally apply to both; yet I 
did believe that the ſentiments of the members of this government were unanimous concerning the 
treatment ſuffered by the former. | 


tical rectitude, the reſpect which is due to the opinions of mankind, and the reference which is 
due in a higher degree to authority, require both that there ſhould be good and ftrong grounds 


juſtify this, nor are any aſſigned; and I may therefore alſo, without affigning any reaſon, in ſtrict 
rule, deny the right of any power or ſtate upon earth to uſurp the adminittration of another, be- 
cauſe it can better adminiſter it than its proper adminiſtration, I alſo take upon me to deny that 
any advantages, whether reciproeab or ſeparate, of ſuch an uſurpation, can compenſate for the in- 
juries which will be ſuſtained by it in the effects of © oppoſite and claſhing authorities,” if theſe 
are allowed to exiſt with it, or to the ſacrifice of public faith, if it is declared and abſolute, 


But neither is. it allowable in the preſent caſe, on any ground of ſpecific engagement, though 
this is implied by the following paragraph:—© Had the Vizier and his miniſter been found compe- 
tent to ſecure the peace and good management of the Nabobſhip of Owde, on the bottom and 
principles of the Chunar treaty, it would not have been found neceſſary to have charged Mr. 
« Briſtow with the powers which his inſtructions gave him, and which bound him at leaſt to at- 
« tempt to introduce a new and a better ſyſtem.” 


What bottom ?—what principles of the Chunar treaty requires that Mr. Briſtow ſhould ſecure 
the peace and good management of the Nabobſhip of Owde, and for theſe purpoſes to exclude the 
authority of the Nabob V izier, and his miniſter, as incompetent ?—I have proved, in long and 
detailed argument, that no ſuch right, and much leſs obligation, was conveyed by the treaty, and 
my expoſitions of it, in repeated letters and other declarations to the Nabob, made before Mr, 
Briſtow's appointment, abſolutely diſclaim it. What powers was Mr, Briſtow charged with in his 
in{truCtions ? I have uſed many arguments to prove that | never gave, as I know beyond all power 
of argument that I never intended to give, to Mr. Briſtow, any authority to exerciſe © an internal 
interference in the affairs of the government of Owde.“ To thoſe proofs I appeal, and with 
ſome plea for complaint, that while thoſe remain unanſwered, as I believe them to be unanſwer- 
able, Mr. Briſtow's powers, derived from my inſtructions, ſhould ill be quoted in alluſion, as 
to a fact eſtabliſhed and admitted, 5 | 8 

Though Mr. Macpherſon diſclaims the intention of © entering into a diſcuſſion of any new 
ground, to ſhew the advantage to the public from the eſtabliſhment of a Reſident at Owde,” 
yet I believe he has run over every ground, whether new or old, and both of expediency and right, 
which could tend to juſtify the eitabliſhment and the continuation of it, viz. the danger of 
French intrigues, and of the power of the Nabob Vizier united with the French; preſcription ; 
the late orders of the Court of Directors; the incompetency of the adminiſtration of the Nabob 


have fully and diſtinctly replied, 


l am now compelled, not unwillingly, to take notice of an argument urged in juſtification of 
Mr. Britow, which eſcaped my attention when I wrote my examination of his defence. This 
argument is uſed in the former minutes, and repeated in thoſe now before me. I ſhall ſtate it in 
Mr, Macpherſon's words ;— | | 


His repreſentations to the board of the ſtate in which he found the country, of his expecta- 
2 tions and endeavours to carry through the expected arrangements, and of the difficulties that 
4 lay in his way; theſe repreſentations, which the board received in detail, without any diſap- 
; probation of his proceedings, and more particularly the independence which he maintained 
* againſt a miniſter, whoſe influence exiſted in the abuſes comptained of, were the grounds upon 
which Mr, Briſtow appeared to have been entitled to ſupport.” | 


When a dodtrine is held which is contrary to the common principles of moral, or even of poli- 


for the deviation, and that they ſhould be clearly demonſtrated. I know no grounds that will 


Vizier and of his miniſter ; the treaty of Chunar; and Mr. Briſtow's inſtructions ;—and to theſe - 


I have | 


Kal 


a —_— — - —ů — 


of Mahmud Beg, a tiooper, toithe Sezawelee of Furruckabad, that © it was very true that Mr. 


4 which could render it ſuch.” This is preciſely the character of every repreſentation which Mr. 


ing to uſe, his own authority. It was not till very late that I knew what had p 


„ 


I have already obſerved, on a ſimilar plea made by Mr. Briſtow, concerning the appointment 


4 Briſtow had informed the board of this appointment, and obtained the approbat ion of it; and ſo 
« he might of any other tranſaction, however exceptionable, by ſuppreſſing every information 


Briſtow ever made to the board, until he was apprized of the complaints which were written a inſt 
him.—His latters contain frequent references to meaſures which he adviſed, to plans which E re- 
commended, and to acts requiring his participation, in which he acquieſced, at the ſolicitation of 
the Nabob, but not one which afforded the board the ſlighteſt intimation of his wing, or intend- 
ed; for 
Nabob and his miniſter cealed to correſpond with me, and 1 had other cares which drew off ron 
tent ion ſtom thats quarter, I naturally approved the letters, for I ſaw nothing in them to diſap- 
prove; for however except ionable his mealures were (to repeat my former words) he had precluded 
all objection, by the ſuppreſſion of every information which could render them ſuch. I will in- 
ſtance one letter, becauſe it has been particularly mentioned by Mr. Stables, as producing the 
fulleſt warrant for his acts, by the detailed information given of them, and no diſapprobation of 
the hoard following it. The truth is, that I knew no more of the contents of the letter than Mr. 
Stables; but had it been laid before the board in its proper time, I ſhould have approved it; for it 
conveyed, and with the moſt guarded expreſſion, the conſtruction of a line of conduct agreeing 
with my own ſentiments, and diametrically oppoſite to that which he did actually obſerve, and for 
Þy way he is now defended on the plea of expediency, the ground of his inſtructions, and the right 
Ot treaty, , | 


The following extracts, from Mr. Briſtow's letter to the board, dated the 21K of January 1783, 
which js that in queition, will prove what I have advanced: | 


“% And I ſhall now ſubmit to yeur conſideration the plans which I think it my duty to recom- 
* mend to the Vizier,” 


I have procured an aſſignment in their favour for nine lacks of Rupees.” 


Memdm. This is the aſſignment which Mr, Briſtow is charged with having obtained, b 
compelling the miniſter to iſſue the Nabob's ſhokas or mandates for them without h 
knowledge, and which the Nabob afterwards prevailed upon Mr, Briſtow, by other ſa- 
crifices, to withdraw and cancel, | 


« This corps being likewiſe on the ſpot, the Vizier may in perſon review and muſter them, in 
& which I propoſe having the honour to attend him.“ | | 


] have procured certain funds for the payment of his corps, and ſhall ſtrongly recommend it 
ce tothe Vizier to withdraw the detachments of his Naſſelah from the interior parts of the coun- 
be try, & c.“ | | | 


« ] ſhall, without further delay, adviſe the Vizier to aboliſh the practice of hing troops in 
« {mall bodies. Nas 


« The Honourable Governor General's commands of 2 za September 1781, directing that the 
« Vizier ſhould be adviſed to aboliſh the ſyſtem of aſſignments to his Mootayena.” | 


Probably the end of the year, as required, before his Excellency will be able totally to aboliſh 
ce the ſyſtem of aſſignments. In ſuch inſtances, where it can be immediately executed, 
« exert my endeavours to perſuade the Vizier no longer to poſtpone ſo neceſſary a meaſure. 


% Unleſs the Vizier acts directly in the buſineſs, by making the circuit of ſuch diſtricts as are 
„ the moſt deſerving his attention, and deputing confidential agents to the remajader, the ev 
would be a long time before it could be completely remedied,” | 


4] hope the advantage to be derived from it will appear ſo evident to his Excellency, that be will 


** not only ſincerely and heartily affent to the meaſure, but ſupport it by every exertion of his 
authority.“ | 


I now beg leave to ſubmit to your conſideration the heads of the plan which I have recom- 
„ mended to the Vizier.” | 


Or any great officer of ſtate to whom you may direct me to adviſe the Vizier to intruſt 0 
important a charge.“ | 


« This is the outline of the plan F have propoſed for regulating the Vizier's houſehold,” In 


* 


1981 


jn the preceding extracts an uninformed reader would naturally conclude, that Mr. Briſtow 
ated ſolely as the Nabob's adviſer and aſſiſtant, with the full concurrence of the Nabob, and 
hearty acquieſcence in his aſſiſtance; for the Nabob is ſtated to be the actor and the principal, 
and Mr. Briſtow's interference following, as a point of conſequent duty. 


Yet, will it he believed, that almoſt every act thus repreſented was forced upon the Nabob 
zgainſt his will, and forms the material part ot his complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow, for the uſur- 
pation of his ſovereignty, and inſult on his perſon? 


[ deſire that the other letters of Mr, Briſtow may he tried by the ſame teſt ; they will terminate 


in the ſame conviction, "WH 


| certainly meant not, by any expreſſion in my former minute, to charge Mr. Briſtow, or any 
other perſon, with private rapacity ; nor do I know why ſo much ſtreſs is laid on it in both the 
minutes now before me. Had I known, and could I have proved any inſtance of private rapacity, 
] would have affirmed it in plain terms. I never inſinuate, nor in the whole courſe of my political 
contetis have I ever deſcended to the uſe of an expreſſion meant to convey a ſenſe, which I wiſhed 
to elude in the direct expreſſion of it. I have ſomewhere affirmed, and I now repeat, that the 
power claimed and exerciſed by Mr. Briſtow may ſerve the purpoſes of private rapacity, and can 
ſerve no other purpoſe. It will not be denied that the abſolute power of receiving and diſburſing 
all the public wealth of the province may be converted to that purpoſe, and that it will require an 
approved integrity to withſtand ſo ſtrong a temptation; and it demands an evidence ſtronger than 
Mr. Brifiow's aſſertion, or even the judgment of the board confirming it, to prove that the Com- 
pany's debt cannot be realized without it. 


Of the moderation of the majority of the board, as it reſpects their intention, I cannot judge: 
It is true that they have neither directed Mr. Briſtow to urge the Vizier to remove his miniſter, 
nor to proſecute him, on the plea of making him account for his paſt adminiſtration (a dreadful 
ſuggeſtion, even though Mr. Briſtow ſhould not be his judge) nor by any ſpecific act diveſted the 
Vizier and his adminiſtration of much of their wonted authority, neither was it neceſſary ;. they 
have rejected the appeal of the Vizier and his minifter, and left Mr. Briſtow in the poſſeſſion of an 
uncontrouled and irreſiſtible authority, which requires no further interpoſition of the powers of 
the board, than that which may ſerve for the purpoſe for which it is fince ſolicited, of the gratifi - 
cation of private vengeance. What may be yet in the intention of the board, I know not ; and 
ſcarcely dare to truſt to my imagination in the apprehenſion of what evils may yet lie concealed be- 
yond the clouds which involve this tranſaction in the actual ſtate of it. I will however ſo far 
truſt, with a degree of aſſurance, to the moderation of the majority, that they will heſitate at 
leaſt to give a more decided ſanction to the acts of Mr. Briſtow, after the recent experience which 
they have received of his intemperance in his laſt letter. | | | | 


| regret the time which I have beſtowed on this ſubject, and yet more the quantity of matter 
compoſing it, in which the truth ſuffers the riſk. of being wholly loſt. Yet, whatever may be the 
reſult, I am reſolved that I will devote what further portion of labour may be exacted from me, 
and my health and ſtrength will allow, to the laſt defence of a cauſe which I deem the cauſe of 
honour and humanity. 


Inthe mean time, that the queſtion with which it originated may not be forgotten in the volu- 
manous diſcuſſion of it, I will hereto ſubjoin the terms of it. 


The Nabob Vizier complains, that Mr. Briſtow has aſſumed the powers of his government, and 
che ſanction of his name and ſeal, without his authority or knowledge, inſulted his perſon, and 
thrown his country into diſorder; and as the debt which is due and growing from the Nabob to 
the Company is uſed as the pretext for this violent conduct, he has offered to give the ſecurity of 
bankers of honour, credit, and reſponſibility, for the regular and full diſcharge of the debt ; re- 
queſting, as the condition of this engagement, that he may be freed from the prefence and op- 
preſſions of Mr. Briſtow, and his aſant Mr. Cowper, I maintain that we ought to accept this 
offer, and the other members of the board reject it, 


A true Copy. 
E. Hay, 
Acts Sec? to the Secret Dept. 
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The Governor General lays before the board the following letter and encloſute "5a the 
_ Nabob Vizier, e Won. 


1 


From the Nabob Vixier; received November 29th 1783. 
Vfual Introduction. | 7 Inks $75 wal 


In all due attention to the rights of friendſhip towards the Company, the gentlemen. of the 
council, and yourſe'f, 1 have at no time been deficient from my regard thereto ;.I have ſo ae) 
as to give ſatisfaction to the gentlemen heretofore appointed to this place, and they likewiſe, in 
managing the concerns of the Company, attended to the preſeryation of my honour anddignities, 
ſo that there was no opportunity for cenſure or complaint on either fide, A b 


u the year 1189 Fuſſulle, Mr. Johnſon adopted certain meaſures calculated to bring diſgrace 
upon me, which being made known to the gentlemen of the council and yourſelf, your equity 
and kindneſs induced you to call the above gentleman to an account. Mr. Briſtow, from the 
2 his arrival has done, and ſtill does, every thing that can tend to depreciate my authority. 

epeated accounts have been tranſmitted to you of his injurious conduct; but as yet no juſtice 
has been done, or due notice taken of them, and the above gentleman is now, more than ever, 
bent on involving me in new difficulties and diſgrace, | "I's 


I have always been in want to diſcharge the Company's Tunkaw by aſſignments on the Aumils 
n Sirear; and the amount received from them being placed to my credit in the Company's 

ounts by their former Reſidents, they again received Juaidaud from me for the balances that 
might remain. If the aſſignments on the Aumils fell ſhort from any unforeſeen accidents, the 
Reſident did not require the deficiency from them, for there could have been no advantage in 
ſo doing; and thus the Company's concerns were well conducted. Mr. Briſtow, without my 
knowledge or conſent, has thought proper to put Khaujah Ain ud Deen, Aumil of Bareily, &c. 
in the province of Rohilcund, under confinement, To detail the particulars of this tranſaction 
would be tedious. 7 | ö | 


Hie has proceeded thus againſt the Khaujah on accuſations falſe and groundleſs. No obje®tions 
have been made by me to peremptorily and threateningly calling on my Aumil far the 22 of 
His monies; on the contrary, I myſelf ſo call on them, when neceſſary ; but Mr. Bri has, of 
his own accord, confined this Aumil, and ſtill keeps him in confinement ; and having included his 
balance in the accounts of the preſent year, has forcibly taken Javidaud from me, and he means 
not to lenve me any thing for my neceſſury expences. Having agreed to his requiſition of Javi- 
daud for the Khanja's balance, which he had added to the accounts of the t year, I repeat- 
edly, by letter and meſſage, applied for his releaſe, but he ſtill keeps him in confinement. To 
your candour I refer the conſideration of the diſgrace thus thrown upon me in conſequence of his 
thus impriſoning my Aumils by his own authority; a mode of proceeding never adopted by any of 
his predeceſſors. The Aumils dependant upon my Sircar are loaded with difhonour, whilſt thoſe 
dependant on Mr. Briſtow, ſuch as Iſmael Beg, and others, who were appointed in the lat year 
only, and who, though there has been no drought in their Mahals, have greatly reduced the ; 
eſtabliſhed Jumma, have far exceeded the uſual allowances for expences, and have fallen in att 

of the payment of the Company's Tunkaw granted on them, are ſtill continued in poſſeſſion of 
their Mahals, and are his confidential miniſters and adviſers. No demand is made on them for 
the deficiency of ſumma, increaſe of expences, or balance of the Company's 'Tunkaws but 
latter is charged on me included in the accounts of the preſent year, and Jauidaud required for he 
amount; to which I have not the power to object. Others of his meaſures and orders are a8 fol. 
lows: I have always been wont to Eiſcharge a part of the Company's Tunkaw by Jauidaud, on 
the payments of Almaſs Ali Khan, from which LU likewiſe receive a part for my own expences. 
This year Mr. Eriſtow has withheld my Jardaad for the latter my neceſſary diſburſements; 
thank [ have repeatedly defired him, both by letter and meſſage, to take a part only of the Py 
ments from Ilmaſs Ali Cawn into the Company's Tunkaw, as heretofore, to let me receive a pa 

dom my expences, he wilt not comply; but has written to Ilmaſs Ali Khan, ſaying, © [ will 4 
<« ceive the whole of the monies due from you; you will pay no part thereof to any be FP 
&« whatever, if you do I will not give you credit for it in your accounts.” He likewile 8 in 
junctions on Ilmaſs Ali Khan's Vackeel, ſaying, © If his Highneſs requires any money. 2 
« thence, you ſhall not give it.” Thus having put a ſtop to my neceſſary expences, an ai 
orders declaring, that if any thing was paid to my order, it ſhould not be admitted in accounts 


u hat authority is left me, either with the Aumils or the people? Add to the foregoing tan Jo 5 


1 


difficulties I labour under from the preſent ſcarcity are ſuch as require my moſt earneſt ſupplica- 
tions to God. One other of the above gentleman's proceedings is as follows: The change and 
diſmiſnon of Aumils was talked of and determined by him in the month of Jeyte; and thoſe who 
aſſiſted him with their advice were all of them encouraged to expect employment. The engage- 
ments entered into for the year expired at the end of Badvon; and the Zemindars and Ryots, al- 
ways ready to take advantage of events, hearing of the propoſed new arrangements, withheld the 
payment of their monies ; at length, in conſequence of Mr, Briſtow's injunctions, the change of 
Aumils was entered upon ; ſuch well-founded reaſons as were offered in oppoſition on this head, 
were diſregarded by him: I was left without remedy, and acted as he directed. By this meaſure 

large balances remained due from the country on the remaining Kiſts of the paſt year, which has 
become a plea for deduction with the preſent Aumils. Thus I have ſuffered the loſs of lacks of 
rupees; and Mr, Briſtow having cairied the balances of the Aumils to my account in the accounts 
of the preſent year, exacts Jardaad from me, and I am unable to object to it. 7 


+ Theſe meaſures and proceedings of the above gentleman are not done without deliberation and 
deſign, To enter into particulars would be endleſs. In addition to this, every one is impeached 
by him with multiform, falſe, and groundleſs accuſations. I] hus ſituated, let me cogjure your 
equitable interpoſit ion. How can I ſupport my exiſtence now that Mr. Briſtow's wenden | 
and my diſgrace, are arrived at the pitch they are? I implore redreſs ; let me obtain juſtice. 


Concludes as uſual. 


o - #. .: * Py XR „„ * * 


Governor General. —Mr, Briſtow, ia the letter laſt read, avowedly mentions both his previous 
intention of confining Khauja Ain ul Deen, one of the Nabob's principal Aumils ; his actual exe- 
cution of that intention; the Nabob's application, in writing, to Mr. Briſtow for the releaſe of 
the Aumil ; and Mr. Briſtow's refuſal to comply with it. The Nabob alſo complains of this 
tranſaQion in the letter to me, which is entered above; and of a letter written by Mr. Briſtow to 
Almaſs Ally Cawn, containing the declaration of his intention to take the full produce of the 
Mahals which were under Almaſs's charge, for part af the Company's aſſignment, with a dicta- 
torial prohibition td give any part of the produce of it without his (Mr.'Britow's) permiſſion. 


Theſe are acts of power ſo contrary to every pretenſion that this government can aſſert, or has 
ever authorized Mr. Briſtow to exerciſe, that I muſt requeſt the Board to determine, whether they 
have or have nat their ſanction, and whether he ſhall be hereafter permitted to exerciſe the like 
power independently of the Nabob, and without reſpect to his concurrence. This, in effect, 
ill determine ſhe queſtion which 1 bave propoſed in my firſt minute. | + in 


I muſt alſo take notice of the reaſons aſſigned by Mr. Briſtow for refuſing to comply with the 
Nabob's reqliiſition for the releaſe of Khaujah Ain ul Deen; namely, © that the Nabob's letters 
* may, in the words of his inſtructions, be confidered as dictated by Hyder Beg Cawn.” A 
iimilar expreſſion occurs in a former !letter. of Mr. Briſtow's, dated 14th October; in which he 
lays, © Had the ſalutary orders of the Honourable the Governor General been received with a 
* cordiality at this court equal to the zeal and earneſtneſs with which they were propoſed ; and a 
ſteadineſs ſhewn by hes e in the execution of them, anſwerable to the wiſdom of, the 
* counſel which produced them, the affairs of Oude would long ſince have afſume:l an aſpect ver 
* different from that in which they now appear.” This indecent and very diſreſpectful alluſion to 
my orders for acts done in groſs and ſhameful violation of them, cannot receive the countenance 
et the Board; for, ſurely, it is indecent and diſreſpeAful, after the paſt complaints, made by my- 
lelf as well as the Nabob, againſt Mr. Briſtow, for his perverſion and diſobedience to my orders, 
o appeal to them for his warrant, with epithets of affected praiſe ; nor is his diſobedience of my 
expreſs injunction to act in every inſtance in conformity to the Nabob's will and inclinations pal- 
ated, but, on the contrary, exaggerated, by his allufon to a remote obſervation made by me 
upon a different and ſpeci fabjecs” and neither expieffing nor implying any inſtruction for his 


conduct. 6 


* 


” ” 
* 


For theſe reaſons, and hecauſe I do moſt ſolemnly declare, that Mr. Briſtow does not either 
eonfine himſelf to my inſtructions, or pay the leaſt regard to them, I do again conjure the Boa: d 
to determine the line of his conduct, and to give him ſuch inſtructions as in their judgment (hall 

proper and requiſite for the effectual execution of the ſyſtem which he has himſelf eſtabliſhed, 
and which the Board has hitherto permitted, if it be their ff lation that ſuch a ſyſtem thall be 
mantained; or ſuch other inſtructions as in their better judgment they ſhall think proper to 
5 me; and this T conceive to have become indiſpenſably neceſſary, by the application made by Mr. 

nſtow himſelf for his guidance on the occaſion, of the declaration made to him by me, 2 con- 
| | ormity 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


 formity to one made ſoms time preceding by myſelf to the Board, that the inſtructions under 
which be acted, or pretended to act, were no longer my inſtructions. . Tae. 


(what is worſe) without a controul; therefore, the Board muſt either adopt thoſe inſtructions, and 
call them their own, or muſt give others. If they declare them to be their own, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to explain thoſe parts which are conſtrued by Mr. Briſtow in a ſenſe which I have affirmed, 
and do affirm, to be contradictory of my own; and as I have no longer the right or power of ex- 
plaining my own inſtructions, it ſeems to be but reaſonable that the Board, having approved the 
line of conduct purſued by Mr, Briſtow, ſhould either explain their ſenſe of thoſe inſtructions, or 
give him new, | | | F | 


* becauſe they might lead to a diſagreeable as well as unprofitable diſcuſſion, - which I yet hope may 
be avoided, _ | | | A 


| Tax following minute having been delivered on 23d inſtant to the ſecretary, by Mr. Wheler, 


Nabob Vizier's country, are ſo important, that we agree to take the ſame into our ſerious conſi- 


performance of this condition, agreement, and engagement (for ſuch are the terms whi 5 | 
— variouſly uſes in the ſame ſentence) and had eyen preſumed to demand payment of the 


1 | 


Some reply muſt be made to this reference, or Mr, Briſtow will be left without authority, and 


I forbear, in this place, to ſtate the points which will require the determination of the Board, 


Ordered,. That the foregoing minute from the Governor General be ſent in circulation. 


Read again the Governor General's minute, entered in conſultation 6th of October laft, pro- 
poſing the appointment of Mr. Willes to be Reſident at Furruckabad, with the papers accom- 


panying it. 
Ordered, That theſe papers be circulated to the members of the board. 


— .... ——ä 


Conſultations, 27th December 178g. 


Mr. Macpherſon, and Mr. Stables, with orders to take it to the Governor G was ſhewn 
by the ſecretary to the Governor General accordingly. | 


The ſubject of the Governor General's minutes of the 16th December, and the alternatives 
which he ſtates to be neceſſary for the Board to adopt, relative to the management of affairs inthe 


deration, and we propoſe to record our opinion thereon at the next meeting of the Board in this 
department, The letter from Mr. Briſtow of the 10th December, and ſent in circulation, calls 
for ſome decided reſolution upon theſe ſubjects, | | 


| Edward Wheler, 
(Signed) {John Macpherſon, ' 
. John Stables. 


The following minute, prepared by the Governor General, previous to his ſeeing the foregoing 
minute from Mr. Wheler, Mr. Macpherſon, and Mr. Stables, was circulated by his orders to the 
other members of the Board on the 23d inſtant, | | 


Governor General. Mr. Briſtow's repreſeritation of the conduct of the bankers, in the letter 
laſt addreſſed to the Board, and his preceding letter of the 14th October, is ſo conſiſtent with his 
uſual dealing with the Board, that I will unravel it for the conviction of the Board, and hope that 
they will not fail to take due notice of it: I muſt premiſethat he is in charge of the moſt impor- 
tant ſtation m the ſervice, both with relation to its political magnitude, and the great pecuniary 
intereſt attached to it; and that therefore his reports ought to be both regular, complete, 
ſtrictly juſt, in every point of buſineſs, and that the neglect of this duty, but more eſpecially 3 
perverſion of it, is in the higheſt degree criminal. HI 3 


Mr. Briſtow, in his letter of the 14th Odtober, after ſtating that Gopaul Doſs, the banker, 


had lent to the Company fifteen lacks of rupees in June laſt, and promiſed as much more 2 


ſhort period as ſhould make the loan of thirty lacks complete, complained that he both eyaded the 


loan. The 


1 Ga 


The Board, in their reply, dated the 21ſt November, required a copy of the engagement on 
which Mr. Briſtow founds his claim; and how does he anſwer it? he refers the Board for infor- 
mation to an extract from a letter written to the Board on the 3d of June, which ſtates the ori- 
ginal tranfact ion in a uche totally different; aud adds the Board's anſwer, approving the loan; 


a tranſlation of the bon 


claimed by Gopaul Doſs; and tranſmits a further extract of his letter of the 14th of October, 
containing his repreſentation of the failure of engagement on the part of Gopaul Doſs. But 


though he quotes the order of the Board, directing him to tranſmit “ Copies of the engagement 
« with Gopaul Dofs, and to explain in the cleareſt manner all the circumſtances attending this 


« tranſaction;ꝰ and immediately ſubjoins his reply in terms which mark an intention to give 


the ſatisfaQtion thus pointedly required; yet he neither tranſmits copies of the engagement, nor 


gives any explanation of the trauſaction: but as he has neglected this duty of reipect, at leaſt, 
if not of obedience, I will do it for him; and ſhew that he has either indecently miſrepreſented 
the whole tranſaction, or, which I rather hope will prove to be the caſe, has perplexed and con- 


founded the ſubject, by his eagernels to force it to a connection with his favourite object, the 


crimination of Hyder Beg Cawn. My expoſition ſhall not embarraſs the Board, nor fatigue 


their attention: for it ſhall be confined to the materials furniſhed by Mr, Briſtow himſelf, in the 
diſpatch immediately before us, | 


In the extract of his letter to the Board, dated the 3d of June, he mentioned his © having con- 


& cluded an agreement with the houſe of Gopaul Doſs for fifteen lacks of rupees, that he ex- 
« pected to receive the bills in the courſe of two or three days, and ſhould then commence another 
negociat ion for 15 lacks more; and ſo on, until he obtained as large a ſum as he was able, &c.“ 
That © he did not chuſe to inform the bankers of the ſum total he muſt require, as they would 
„have exacted higher terms than he ſhould think it juſtifiable to grant;” and that © the plan 
« which he propoled for repayment of the bankers was, to engage that, after ſupplying the diſ- 
« hurſements of the troops under the command of Colonel Morgan, and Colonel Sir John 
& Cumming, and the expences of the Reſident's office, all ſurplus receipts ſhall be paid to them; 
and this engagement appears accordingly concluded in the terms of the bond. 


5 


Nothing can be clearer nor leſs ambiguous than this explanation of the tranſaction, when it 
was offered as a propoſition for the option of the Board. The engagement is ſtated in terms to 
be limitted to 15 lacks; and the intention of extending it is alſo declared to have been moſt cau- 
tiouſly withheld from the knowledge of the Bankers, and the condition of payment is defined; 
vet in the reviewal of this tranſaction on the 14th of October, Mr. Briſtow affirms, that “ when 
in June laſt he procured from the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs the ſum of 15 lacks of rupees, he had 
« a promiſe of ſo much more, at a ſhort period, as ſhould make the loan to our Government 30 
« lacks complete :” Adding, that Gopaul Doſs had broke his engagement, and even demanded 
payment of the ſum of the actual loan; and he connects this information with the charge of breach 
of engagement in ſuch a manner, as implies the ſame criminal conſtruction of it, though he at 
the ſame time furniſhed the Board with'the moſt ample warrants for Gopaul Doſs in making the 
demand for payment, in his confeſſion of the original engagement, and in the tranſlation of the 
bond, which expreſſes the condition of payment, and which allows only a preference to the charge 
of the two military corps and of his own office, after which it was poſitively agreed to apply the 
produce of the growing collections to the diſcharge of the bond. 


I paſs over Mr. Briſtow's charges againſt Gopaul Doſs for the inſolence of employing an agent 
of his own nomination, in oppoſition to the choice of Mr. Briſtow, and for © abandoning thoſe 
* prudent maxims by which alone as merchants they ought to have regulated their conduct,” 
n declining to truſt Mr. Briſtow with a ſecond loan of 15 lacks (no ſmall ſum, nor the proper 
lubje& of perſonal compliment) after the refuſal to diſcharge the firſt, The claim of right to 
liQate to a banker, whom he ſhall employ as the agent of his affairs, and to appropriate all the 
money which the banker can raiſe, and for which he himſelf has occaſion, loſes both its degree 
and quality of preſumption in compariſon with the uſurpation of the rights and power of an in- 
«pendent State, and with the inſolence which could preſcribe to a Sovereign Prince the number 
of horſes which he ſhould be allowed to ride, or the diſhes which ſhould be cooked for his table. 

e J remark the inconſiſtency of Mr. Briſtow's repreſentation, I am yet willing to ſuppoſe, 
% | before ſuggeſted, that he may have erred in the expreſſion, but not in the fact, and that he 
wa mean to allude to ſome agreement made by Gopaul Doſs, after the ſettlement and advance 

the firſt loan, though he affirms them to have taken place at the ſame time: But to eſtabliſh 
this ſolution of the difficulty, it will till remain to prove that Gopaul Doſs did engage to make a 
urther loan; and for this purpoſe, Mr. Briſtow muſt comply with the orders already ſo clearly 
Apreſſed in our letter of the 25th November, To tranſmit copies of the engagement with 

opaul Doſs, and to explain in the cleareſt manner all the circumſtances attending this tranſ- 
action,” It is not the cuſtom of bankers to make verbal engagements; and Salla Caſhaul 
Vor. IV. | | ND Chund, 


given by him for the firſt loan, engaging to repay it in the manner 


| 
| 
| 
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The ſubject of Mr. Briſtow's letter of the 1ſt of November is alarming, not on account of its 


I ſhall make but one brief remark upon Mr, Briſtow's ſtate of this tranſaction, which is, that a 


| Board, (diſavowing them to be any longer thoſe of the Governor General) or to make out other 


[4 1 


Chund, Gopaul Doſs's agent, has aſſured me, an the authority of his maſter; chat he made ho 
ſuch engagement. | Sir 4, | | 


The following Minute, from the Governor General, was ſent with the fo ing on the 23d 
inſtant to the other members of the Board, for their peruſal, 


Governor General. 


immediate effects, for they are paſt, but as it indicates fo total a diſſolution of the powers of the 
Vizier's government as muſt have a tendency to excite ſimilar and repeated inſtances of ſedition, 


tumult of the moſt flagitious kind was ſuffered to manifeſt itſelf in a gradual progreſs of ſome 
months, till it grew to ſuch magnitude as threatened the life of the Nabob Vizier himſelf, duri 
a period, as Mr. Briſtow's letter ſtates, of three days, and I have reaſon to believe that it 22 
et longer duration; and that Mr. Briſtow, in all this important interval, appears to have ſtood 
by a quiet paſſive ſpectator, although he had a regiment of the Company's ſepoys, and his own 
body guard, which is nearly equal to a regiment of ſepoys, at his inſtant command; and might 
with ſuch a force have repelled the whole ſtrength of the Nabob Vizier's military eſtabliſhment, 
had it been united in ſo looſe and unconnected a ſpecies of hoſtility, This is a point which he 
ought to explain; for if he had it in his power to ſuppreſs the meeting, and did not, his condu& 
was criminal in the laſt degree; if otherwiſe, it concerns both his credit and the honour of our 
Government that the doubts which he has thrown on his own conduct ſhould be remoyed by a 
clear expoſition of it, | | SO 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Couſultations, 31ft December, 178 3. A 


Tux following Minute having been received by the Secretary, on the 28th inſtant, at noon, 
from Mr. Wheler, Mr. M*Pherſon, and Mr. Stables, it was ſent immediately by the Secretary to 
the Governor General ; and the minute, in reply to it, which is entered after it, having been re- 
ceived from the Governor General in the evening, was immediately circulated to the other mem- 
bers of the Board, | fs 0 | 


The Governor General, in his minute of the 16th inſtant, having declined propoſing or joining 
in any order that may be iſſued concerning the advices lately received from Oude; having like- 
wiſe a neceſſity which may exiſt, for authoriſing Mr. Briſtow, in the event of our ſupport 
of him in the authority which he exerciſes, to aſſume ayowedly the government of the Viziers 
country, and to appoint agents and officers of Government in the name of the Company; and 
having called upon us to adopt the inſtructions given to Mr. Briſtow, and call them thoſe of the 


inſtructions for the guidance of Mr. Briſtow ;—we deem it neceſſary to take theſe reſpective ſub- 
jects into our moſt ſerious conſideration, and to conſider maturely what meaſures are moſt likely, 
in the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of the Company's finances, to recover the heavy balances due to 


them by the Vizier, and to ſecure the tranquillity of his. dominions, 


As it is our moſt earneſt wiſh that ſuch meaſures ſhould be. adopted, and as we ſhould think 
ourſelves more fortunate in meeting any arrangement that _ favour the public good, and coin- 
cide with the Governor General's ſentiments, than to eftabliſh, on the cleareſt ground of argu- 
ment, the force and juſtice of the opinions which we have already recorded relative to the aur 
of Oude, we ſhall not recapitulate here what is already in reference to the Court of Directors; 
we ſhall not dwell on thoſe obligations which bind every member of the Government to adopt 
and ſupport the reſolutions of the majority of its members; nor ſhall we even regret that tf 
Vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn ſhould ultimately prevail in effecting the removal of the public w. 
niſter of this Government from Lucknow; if that removal can be productive of real and imme- 
diate advantage to the Company, and of more unanimity in our councils. | 


Upon the ſame principles we hope, if it ſhall de the mature and decided reſolution of this 2 
vernment to continue the preſent Reſident at Lucknow, and give him the inſtructions and po 
which the oceaſion renders neceſſary for the recovery of the Company's balances, and the 
payment of their troops, that the-Governor General will not think of withdrawing the Your | 
ſential ſupport of his name and authority from thoſe meaſures which the majority of 


(as 1 


may think requiſite for the maintenance of the Company's intereſts in Oude. To withhold that 
ſupport, would be in effect to render our utmoſt exertions of no public utility; for as it has been 
the cuſtom to carry on all correſpondence with the Vizier in the name and under the ſeal of the 


Governor General, a deviation from this rule would not only invalidate the force of our repreſen- 


tations, but leave ground for thoſe evils which are to be removed. | 


The object of appointing a Reſident at the Vizier's court, as well as of the inſtructions which 
ſhould be the guide of his conduct, muſt be principally directed to the payment of the Company's 
claims upon the Vizier, and the good order of his government. 


Mr. Briſtow, appointed to this ſtation by the Company, and furniſhed with the moſt ample 
powers and inſtructions, has not ſucceeded in recovering the Company's balances, or in acting to 


the ſatisfaction of the native adminiſtration of the Vizier's country. The Vizier and his acting 
miniſter have complained againſt him, and requeſt not only his removal from Oude, but that the 
Engliſh Reſidency ſhould be entirely withdrawn. Mr. Briſtow has on the other hand ſtated the 
oppoſitions he has met with in carrying through the meaſures which he underſtood to be recom- 
mended to him in his inſtructions; and he now ſtates, in various repreſentations, that unleſs he 
is fully authoriſed and ſupported by this Government, he cannot ſecure the neceſſary receipts of 


money and proviſion for the abſolute wants of the troops, which the Company have ſtationed 


for the protection of the V izier's country, and to prevent evils the moſt alarming to the public 
intereſt, | * Beats | ** 


The alternative, therefore, which the Governor General has ſtated, in his minutes of the 16th 
December, preſſes for adoption in one way or other. In other words, this Government muſt ef- 
fectually reſolve to truſt to the Vizier's adminiſtration for the payment of the Company's claims, 
and the maintenance of their troops in his country, or the Reſident muſt be ordered to exerciſe 
the powers of his office, to recover thoſe aſſignments that have been granted on the Vizier's reve- 
nues, by making the Aumils anſwerable to the Company for the debt. | 


As we have approved of Mr. Briſtow's management hitherto, and as that approbation has been 


fully ſtated upon the Company's records, and as we have further a high opinion of the merits and 
integrity of Mr. Cowper, nominated by the Company to ſucceed Mr. Briſtow, we cannot think 
ourſelves juſtified in aſſenting to their removal at the requeſt of the Vizier's adminiſtration, if the 
object of that removal was merely a change of agents. On the contrary, the oppoſition of Hyder 
Beg Cawn to theſe gentlemen is, in our opinion, a convincing proof that they have not yielded tp 
that influence which was the ground for removing the former Reſident. | 0 


If, therefore, it ſnould be thought expedient to recall Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper from Oude, 
and make an experiment of Hyder Beg's agency, as propoſed in his own and the Vizier's letters, 
received 7th April, we muſt — Ce ſuch is our real opinion, that Mr. Briſtow has 
our approbation for his exertions to diſcharge the duties of his ſtation; that in the event of the 
Reſidency being now withdrawn, and afterwards reſtored, from a failure on the part of the Vi- 
zier's agents, we ſhall think Mr. Briſtow entitled to ſucceed to the charge of the office, and Mr. 
Cowper to the ſucceſſion to ãt, as ordered by the Company; and that it will be proper that the 
Vizier and his miniſters ſhould be informed in letters, to be delivered by Mr. Briſtow, of theſe 
ſeveral reſolutions of the majority of the Board. 


To bring the queſtion at once to iſſue, we think it expedient, inthe preſent ſituation of affairs, 
to agree to the recall of Mr. Briſtow from Oude, with the preceding reſervations, and to with- 
draw the Reſidency entirely, according to the original requeſt of the Vizier and his acting mi- 
niſter, provided the preſent balance due to the Company of lacks, is paid into the Company's 
treaſury, by bills on creditable bankers, payable, half in one month, and the remaining half in 
two months, from the date of Mr. Briſtow's ſurrender of his office to the Vizi er; and provided 

rther, that the current kiſts for the payment of the brigade at Caunpore, and of Sir John Oum- 
ay; detachment, are paid regularly and monthly by the miniſter to the Company's paymaſters 

We ſhall agree to this arrangement, on the expreſs condition that the Governor General will 
hold himſelf reſponſible to the Company and the public for the faithful performance of theſe en- 
Sagements on the part of the Vizier and his miniſter, as well as for the ſecurity of the internal 
peace of the country: To maintain which, and enforce theſe arrangements, we ſhall give him our 
urmoſt ſupport, | 8 


© Should the Governor General think this reſponſibility more than he ſhould undertake, and 
ould be of opinion that the conteſt between the Reſident's authority and that of the native ad- 


Ou t 
muiſtration in Oude has already created embarraſſments too great he the ſucceſs of his * he 
| eaves 


allude. | 


{ 26 1 
leaves no alternative, but that of giving the orders of a divided adminiſtration to the preſent Reſi- 
dent to execute the duties of his office, and to conſider his inſtructions from the Governor Gene. 


ral, which are already in his poſſeſſion, as thoſe of the Board, witk any future explanations they 
may think it neceſſary to give relative to ſome articles of them. | 


6s E. W. 
| J. Mp. 
A true . . 
E. 10 g ; 4 
„ 


28th December, 1783. 
Governor General. a” | 

L have read, with more than common attention, the minute ſigned by the other members of 
the Board, and dehvered to me this morning. | | 


I fincerely regret the loſs of time and of trouble which they have beſtowed on the ſubjects of 
my minutes, recorded on the 16th inſtant, Nothing was further from my intention or expeCta- 
tion. Poflibly my ſentiments, delivered verbally on the inſtant occaſion which produced them, 
were defective in preciſion; or poſſibly their direct meaning has been overlooked, in too extenſive 
a conſideration of the ſubject. I had no other deſign or object than to warn the Board of the 
dangers which might attend the Company's intereſts in the government of Oude, and thoſe of 
our own provinces, in their relation to it, by the irregular and unauthorized power aſſumed by 
Mr. Briſtow, their Reſident, and by the indeciſion of the Board on the points referred to them, 
both by the Nabob Vizier, and by the Reſident himſelf, I ſtated to the Board, that if it waz, 
determined to ſupport Mr, Briſtow's pretenſions, it was neceflary to go further, and. authorize 
him to avow the power which he had aſſumed, and to exerciſe it in the Company's name: and in 
that caſe I defired that my inſtructions might be withdrawn, and others framed by the Board for 
his guidance, that the reſponſibility might reſt, as it ought, on them, for the ſyſtem which had 
the ſanction of their approbation, againſt my judgment, and myſelf exonerated from it. I con- 
ceĩve, that in this requiſition, I have inſiſted on nothing which 1s contrary to reaſon, or which 
can be denied me on any ground of reaſon, e ee 


— 
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I have not in any wiſe diſclaimed the © obligations which bind every member of the Gyvern- 
© ment to adopt and ſupport the reſolutions of the majority of its members.” Neither have! 
ſaid, that I ſhould © withdraw the ſupport of my name and authority from thoſe meaſures which 
<< the majority of the Board may think requiſite for the maintenance of the Company's intereſts 

jn Owd.” I am forry that theſe ſuppoſitions have been uſed in application to me, for 1 
know not what may be the “ reſolutions of the majority of the members” of the Board, which 
may require me to acknowledge their obligation on me; nor “ the meaſures which the majority 
of the Board may think requiſite for the maintenance of the Company's intereſts in Owd.”" 


SF. 


The Board has yet formed no reſolutions—no meaſures : When they ſhall have formed them, 1 
ſhall deem them binding on me to give them all the ſupport which my name and authority can 
give them; but with this reſervation, that if they ſhall be repugnant to my ſenſe of the principles 
of honour, juſtice, and public faith, I ſhall deem the obligation void, and appeal to that power 
which impoſed it for my acquittal; knowing that no power upon earth can impoſe upon me the 
obligation of doing what is morally wrong, and conceiving it to be a ſpecies of treaſon to apply 
it even in the molt remote ſuppoſition to the high and moſt reſpectable authority to which 


As to the ſeal of the Governor General, or his ſpecial correſpondence, ſurely theſe forms will 
not be required for the purpoſe of announcing to the Nabob Vizier the annihilation of his autho- 
rity, and the elevation of Mr, Briſtow's in its ſtead ; if ſuch ſhall be the final determination of the 
Board, an event which I am warranted by the terms of the minute before me to ſuppoie, there 
will be no need to tell the Nabob Vizier in form, what will be viſible to all the world, and what 
he, if he has feelings, will be the firſt to feel and know. » 


Having thus explained the ſentiments which I have before ſubmitted: to the Board, and 94 
claimed the conſtructions which have been applied to them, I muſt decline to take upon my ſelb i 
reſponſibility which is ſtated to be required of me, in the event of their conſenting to remove M. 


Briſtow, and his aſſiſtant, Mr. Cowper. h | The 


191 
Tue members of the Board have furniſhed me with the moſt powerful argument both to refuſe 
it and to juſtify the refuſal, by the blank ſpace which they have been obliged to leave in the 
place where the ſum ought to be expreſſed, which was to ſpecify the preſent balance due to the 
Company, and one object of my reſponſibility. . This is not an inaccuracy, for the Board know 
not the preſent balance which is due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company. It ſtood, at the 
cloſe of Mr. Briſtow's account of the 31ſt October, at 51, 25, 184. 11, 2. To what amount it 
may have ſince accumulated, I cannot conjecture, for I have no materials; but I believe it im- 
poffible for the Nabob Vizier © to pay one half“ even of this ſum into the Company's treaſury 
by bills on creditable bankers, payable in one month, and the remaining half in two more from 
the date of Mr. Briſtow's ſurrender of his office to the Vizier; nor, if the Nabob Vizier would 
engage to pay it, and I believed him capable of pa ing it, „ would I hold myſelf reſponſible 
« to the Company, and to the Public, for the faithful performance of ſuch an engagement, 
becauſe I do not think it conſiſtent with truth, or the regard which every man ought to pay to. 


his own reputation, to bind himlelf to the performance ot acts which depend ſolely on the ability 
and will of another. | | | * 


It is not my deſire that the other members of the Board ſhould make any conceſſions to my 
opinions or wiſhes, They will act as they ſhall beſt judge, from the ſuperior conſideration of 
the duty which they owe to the honour, credit, and intereſts of the Company. I only preſs 
them to decide, and I am ſorry that they ſhould hold out to meſo deſperate an alternative, as that 
which is too plainly indicated in the Wl paragraph of their minute; namely, of requiring from me 
the pledge of a reſponſibility which I cannot grant, or of leaving the Adminiſtration of Qed, 

and the Company's intereſts in it, to a ſtate of toral indeciſion, by referring Mr. Briſtow for his 
guidance, to inſtructions which can no longer have any force, and which are, in every article, 
contradictory of the ſyſtem which he has alopted, and which the Board have hitherto ſupported, 
and ſtill manifeſt their reſolution to ſupport, | „ G1 1 f 


Before II conclude, I ſhall deſire to ſolicit the recollection of the Board to the great length of 
time which has elapſed ſince I firſt laid before them the complaints. of the Nabob Wizier, all 
tending to ſhew that Mr. Briſtow's acts and pretenſions had thrown the government and country 
of Owd into a ſtate of weakneſs bordering on anarchy: And Mr. Briſtow himſelf, in his repre- 
ſentations of the ſame ſubjects, has inſiſted on the ſame concluſion, but has aſcribed it to 
another cauſe, It is evident, from Mr, Briſtow's laſt- letters, that the diſorders of. that tate 
have been greatly augmented, and that the power which he has aſſumed, though uus ſiſted at 
the Court of the Nabob Vizier, has produced only the ſpirit of contumacy, revelt, and em- 
bezzlement in its dependencies, independently of the public diſcredit which the Engliſh name has 
28 ſo long a ſubjection and oppreſſion of the ſovereign of the country in alliance with 
the Cocßpany. . 

This ſtate of affairs hag now exiſted almoſt twelve months, and it is more than eight ſince N. ; 
Board has been acquainted with it. The acknowledged event has demonſtrated the danger of 
leaving it ſo long withont the leaſt attempt at leaſt to apply a remedy to it; and a ſhort continu- 


ace of the ſame indeciſion may render it incurable, . 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

A true Copy, | 
E. Hay, 
23 Secy. 


Read the following minute from Mr. Wheler, Mr. Macpherſon, and Mr. Stables. | 
105 Mr. Briſtow's accounts of the Lucknow treaſury received yeſterday, the balance due tha 
Corning of this month was 53 lacks. We could not imagine nor ſuggeſt that the Governor 
15 8 ſhould be anſwerable in his pri vate fortune for ſo large a ſum, or that his ee 
ne payment of it, or for the payment of the current kiſts, ſhould extend further than thoſe 
8 tions which conſtitute reſponſibility in a decided recommendation of any meaſure, contrary 


* general opinion of the majority of the Board, ſuch even as the Governor General has ex- 
Vox. IV. F | | preſſed 


* 


676) 


e cloſe, of his. iqute 21ſt Oftoher; wharein- he ſays. (ſpeaking of the fecyri 
; bankers of bs Podze and rebanGikps tendered by the Vizier) ©'1 pac that op . 
© Gecept this's : Ly Ker g . | "ALS | 
be Governor General is better 0 from his long reſidence in this country, than we 
. can be, vid the validity of the bankers ſecurity, thus offered by the Nabob Vizier and his 
miniſter, We wiſh that ſecurity, or a better, if it could be obtaingd, to. be lodged in the 
tteaſury, before we withdraw the reſidency ;. and we i; ine that the declared propoſition of 
reſtoring the reſidency to the charge of Mr. Briſtow an 1 Comme, if the Vizier's miniſter 
ail in theſe payments, would bind them to a more punctual performance of their engage: 


& ö ' ” 


„ 


tlie Company's troops in Oude mult be paid their arrears, and ſupplied with proviſions. We ay- 
prove of the Vizier's reſolution of reſtoring the Jaghires ; but the Company's claims upon them 


chargir g Gopal Dofs's debt, which a pears to be in ſome train of payment he ſhould be further 
| direckt t ecu 
Tzheſe points, and others relative to the ſituation of the Company's intereſts in Oude, we con- 
der to demand the immediate orders of this government, independent of the complaints againſt 
Mr. Briſtow, upon which we have already given our deciſion. 
f : 5 - 0 — . . | . a 
I therefore the Governor General will not take upon himſelf the reſponſibility which we haye 
ſtated in our minute of the 28th inſtant, and there more clearly explained, relative to the balances 
due to the Company in Oude, the current kiſts, and the expedient of withdrawing the reſidency, it 
only remains for us to call upon his ſupport to the orders which we have pointed out in this 
minute, as neceſſary to be carried jnto execution, or to direct the ſecretary to inform Mr. Briſtow 
of the reſolution expreſſed'in the cloſe of our laſt minute; viz, that he is to conſider the in- 
. 'KruRtions he has already, as thoſe of the Board, and to 20 under them in the diſcharge of his 


« ty, informing the government of the obſtructions that impede him in the neceſſary exerciſe 
| » ; A true Copy, 5 8 i 85 _ 
COT E. Hay, (Signed) E. W 
Secy. J. MP. 

1 
| 
| 31ſt December 1783 
| The Governor General, 


Ils can have no objection to charge myſelf with the reſponſibility, in the terms of the expla- 
nation given of it in the preceding minute; that is to ſay, that the offer made by the N 
Vizier and his miniſter, to give the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility for 
the payment of the balance due to the Company, and for the current demands of this yea 
be accepted, with the condition exprefll annexed for the recall of Mr. Briffow and Mr. Cowp* 
and that I will conſent to be ſpecially ahſwerable for the propriety of the meaſure. 


_ — n—_— ———— — CIC — 
* 


In making this declaration, I rely upon the promiſe of ſupport made to me by the members 
of the Board in their former minute, and I aſſent to the other conditions of the laſt. : 


The ſtate of the Nabob Vizier dominions will render it neceſſa to leave the Rey 4 - 
monthly payments, and the yltimate period, to future adjuſtment. I will uſe my u 
fluence to prevail upon the N abob 4 e r in the manner moſt favourable to _ 
PAY Ang rd ae of the Yompany's cbt and, as he has promiſed to abide bf 87 
recommendation ip this bulmels, I have no doubt of effecting it. mo 


(ined) W. HASTINGS | 


C99). 


The Board reſolvs to withdraw the reſidency from Lucknow, and to confirm the Governor 
Genezal's acceptance of reſponſibility and charge of affairs there, as expreſſed in his laſt minutes 
viz. that the offer made by the Nabob Vizier nud his minifter, to give the fecurity of bankers 
of known credit and reſponſibility for the payment of the balance due to the Company, and for 
the current demands of this year, be accepted, with the condition annexed of the recall of Mr. 


- Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, the Governor General conſenting to be ſpecially anſwerable for che 


propriety of the meaſure. ir 
Agreed, that the following letter be written to Mt. Briſtow, | 


- a 


7 


FS 


To Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Sir, 5 | : Bn | . 
Though the Board have fully approved of your conduct ſince your late appointment e the 
office of Reſident at the Viziers Court, and though they have reſolved in conſequence to teferve 
te you your claim and right to the office of Reſident at Owde, from the orders of the Honour- 
able Company, ſhould the office be deemed hereafter neceſſary, | | 


We have come to the determination of accepting the affers which the Nabob Vizier has 


made of paying his debt and current kiſts to the pany, on condition that the Refidency 
ſhould be withdrawn from his court. | | | 5 


To fulfil this condition on our part, von will, on receipt of this letter, inſorm the Nabob 


Vizier and his Miniſter that you and Mr. Cowper, and the other gentlemen connected with the 
Reſidency, are ready to withdraw from I. 


| „ haying receiyed orders af recali. But as the 
reſervation made in favour of your claims to the office of Reſident at Lucknow, might hereaft 


if announced at the Vizier's Court, be an argument with his miniſters for ſome future obje&ions 


you will be pleaſed to take no notice of this circumſtance, which we communicate only for 
omn ſatis faction. | | 0 


We make no doubt but the Nabob Vizier and his miniſters will afford you every aid to ſettle 


the concerns of your Reſidency, and enable you to take your departure from Lucknow in the 


moſt amicable manner. The Governor General will write to them upon this ſubje& z and we truſt, 
* on your part you will endeavour to connect 
tion with 


eceſſary 
8 to Mr. Wombwell, who returns to his ſtation, and you and your aſſiſtants will return ta 


„ as much as poſſible, the removal of your preſent 
order in the Vizier's affairs.—Y ou will deliver over the accounts and n 


cutta,—You will ſignify your orders to them accordingly, 


8 We are, Sir, 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient, 
Secret Department, 8 humble Servants, 
ziſt December 1783. (Signed) Governor General and Council. 
3 A true Copy. | as | 
E. Hay, 
Sec. 


Mr. Wombwell being at preſent in Calcutta; 
Order 
Briſtow of the aceounts and papers of the Reſident s aiſice. | 


My, ered, That be be directed to repair immediately wo Lucknow, and to receive charge from 


— 


J | EXTRACT 
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"" "BXTRACT of the Seoret Letter from Bengal; dated the 31ſt December 1533. 


* 


Par. 18. OU late Letters have informed you of the Differences which have ſubſiſted in our 

Opinions with reſpect to Mt. Briſtow's conduct at Lucknow. The letters from Mr. Briſtow, 

as well as the complaints of the Vizier and his miniſter, ſhew clearly the ſtate of the diſpute: 

Your troops in Oude fell ſeveral months in arrears.; the claims upon the Vizier, independent of 

the current kiſts, amounted to upwards of 53 lacks of rupees; a famine had begun to prevail in 

his country, and evils of the moſt alarming nature were to be apprehended. We refer to our 

proceedings for particulars. —The majority of our members ſupported Mr. Briſtow's conduct; the 

Governor General condemned it. Differences at our own Board, and theſe differences known in 

the Vizier's dominions, could not but add to the public diſtreſs. — The repreſentations from the 

Vizier and his miniſter, as well as Mr. Briſtow, continued as ſtrong as ever. The Governor 

General called on the majority to determine what ſhould be done; his inſtructions to Mr, Briſtow 

were declared by the Governor General to be cancelled by his Revocation of them, and the ma- 

jority of the Board were required to furniſh Mr. Briſtow with new. The majority reſolved to take 

| the-matter into their ſerious conſideration; and on the 28th inſtant delivered in a minute, which 
with» the Governor General's anſwer to it, the reply from Mr. Wheler, Mr. Macpherſon, and 
| Mr. Stables, and that from the Governor General, accepting the propoſition of the majority, we 
have the honour to ſend numbers in this packet. —The reſult is, that we have reſolved to with- 
draw the Reſidency from Lucknow, and to confirm the Governor General's acceptance of reſpon- 

ſibility and charge of affairs there, as expreſſed in his laſt minute; that is, the offer made by the 

Nabob Vizier and his miniſter, to give the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and refponkbilty 
for the-paymemt of the balance due to the Company, and for the current demands of this year, 
be accepted, with the condition annexed of recall of Mr. Briſtow and Mr, Cowper, the 

Governor General conſenting to be ſpecially anſwerable for the propriety. of the meaſure, —But 

ben we remove the reſidency from Lucknow, we reſerve to Mr. Briſtow his claim and right to 
that office by your orders, ſhould ſuch office be deemed hereafter neceſſary. We have the honour 


. * 


PP to tranſmit to you a copy of our letter to Mr. Briſtow on this occaſion. 


109. We have the honour to acquaint you, that in conſequence of the directions implied in your 
letter to us of the 14th of February laſt, of the diſtreſſes of the diſtrict of Ferocabad, the ſtrong 
repreſentations on this ſubject from the Nabob Mazutfer Jung, and his diſſatisfaction, as well as 
that of the Vizier, with the Sezwaul appointed to remit the tribute from thence to Lucknow, 
we ſome time ſince appointed Mr. John Willes to be Reſident on the part of this Government 
with the Nabob Mazuffer Jung, not doubting that the Vizier will confirm our choice of this 
gentleman ; and for this purpoſe a letter has been addreſſed to his Excellency by the Governor 


_— 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 61h October 1783. 


T HE Governor General delivers in the followin minute, with two letters from Major 
Palmer, and one from Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 6th October 1783. < 


The Governor General lays before the Board two letters lately received from Major Palmer, 
and one from Hyder Beg Cawn. As both refer to Lieut. Col. Martin, as having been privy to 
many of the circumſtances which relate to the complaints exhibited againſt Mr. Briſtow, and ? 
Hyder Beg Cawn directly appeals to his teſtimony for the truth of his repreſentation of them, | 
deſire that a letter may be written by the ſecretary, in the name of the Board to Lieutenant Co. 
Martin, requiring him to declare in writing, and with the ſolemnity of an oath, a narrative 


all that he knows concerning the various matters of complaint which have paſſed between the 
Nabob Vizier, and his miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, on one part, and Mr. Briſtow on 


* * 


other. 
Major Palmer having, in his firſt letter, alluded to a private correſpondence which * 
between him and Mr. „A which that gentleman carried to be copied for the uſe ol N 


Briſtow, and the 


1 A * 


ſubſtance and tendency of the ſame having been long ſince ſuggeſted to th 


© & wm. oe © o 


y 


( 21 ) 


Governor General, in terms which ſeemed to be intended to impreſs him with unfayourable 
ſentiments of Major Palmer, for the ſhare which he has had in the late tranſactions at Lucknow, 
the Governor General requeſts, that if the other members of the Board are in poſſeſſion of a 
copy of this correſpondence, and conceive that any inference may he drawn from it, which ma 
ſerve to illuſtrate Apr of the general ſubject, they will be pleaſed to lay it before the Boar, 
that it may be recorded with the other correſponding materials, 

. 


Sir, 


- The roceedings of Mr, Briſtow ſince his laſt appointment to the office of Reſident at the 


court of the Nabob Vizier, having been publicly complained of to you by the Vizier and his 
acting miniſter, as highly injurious to the rights, intereſt, and dignity of the former, and as un- 


juſt, arbitrary, and oppreſſive to the latter, and the ſhare of interference which I have avowedly 


taken in thoſe tranſactions having been miſrepreſented both in the motives and degree, and 
affected to be conſidered as the reſult of a concerted plan for encouraging an oppoſition in the 
miniſter to the meaſures and authority of the Reſident, and of creating a miſunderſtanding between 
them, for the purpoſe: of removing Mr. Briſtow from his office; I think it my duty to make a 
public report to you of ſuch tranſactions as have been communicated to me by the Vizier and 
his miniſter, on what grounds I thought myſelf obliged to interfere in their complaints, and to 
what extent that interference has been carried, that you and the public may judge whether.my 
conduct has been aCtuated by malignant or intereited views, or by motives of duty and fidelity 
to you, and of regard to the Company's, and the national intereſt, © + 5 | 


You will be pleaſed to recollect, Sir, that after I had left Lucknow laſt year, on my return 
to the Preſidency, from an unſuccefsful commiſſion with which you had charged me to the 
Vizier, you communicated to me the appointment of Mr. Briſtow to the Reſidency of Oude, 
and directed me to return to Lucknow, and in your hame to acquaint Vizier and his miniſters of 
this appointment, to impreſs on their minds a firm reliance. on your having given Mr. Briſtow 
your entire confidence, and of your determination to afford him your utmoſt ſupport, and to 
endeavour to eſtabliſh reciprocal confidence and cordiality. [32 00044) 9 5 

Having faithfully and zealouſly executed this commiſſion, I ſhovid have left Lucknow, and 
returned to Calcutta, conformably to, your inſtructions, had I not at that time received intimatian 
that you were diſpoſed to favour a propoſal which I had made to you of an eſtabliſhment for 
myſelf in this quarter, which would have required my preſence at Lucknow, if it had taken place. 
| therefore remained here principally for my own convenience, but with the hopes alſo of cement- 
ing the harmony which I flattered myſelf I had been inſtrumental in founding at the Durbar, 
but I received very early intimation of a diſpoſition in Mr. Briſtow, which: greatly damped this 
hope; I heard from various quarters, that Mr. Briſtow had declared his diſaffection to your 
perſon, and diſclaimed all dependance on your authority and influence; ang the farſt ſtep which 
Mr. Briſtow took after his arrival at Lucknow, clearly tended to deſtroy that confidence which 
the public ſervice required ſhould ſubſiſt between him and the miniſter, and to alarm the latter 
for his perſonal ſecurity, and the ſtability of his office. Mr. Briſtow had authorized Lieut. 
Col. Martin to enter into a written engagement with the miniſter, implying fidelity and obedience 
on the part of the latter, and &onfidence and fupport on the part of Mr. Briſtow, this engagement 
Mr, Briftow thought proper to cancel, and to leave the miniſter without any reliance on his 
favour and protection. 


" The apprehenſions of the miniſter, at a tranſaction ſo extraordinary and alarming, were 


confirmed and increaſed by a demand which Mr. Briſtow ſoon after made upon him of twenty- 
tive la.ks of rupees, from his own private fortune, for the public ſervice, under the menace 
of being diſmiſſed from his office in caſe of refuſal. The next occurrence which was repre- 
ited to me for your information, was a requiſition made by Mr. Briſtow to the minitter 
of a Shoka in the Vizier's name, but withqut his knowledge, directing the payment of a ſpecific 
monthiy ſubſidy, for the Futty Ghur 8 b 


| Before my departure fox Rampoor, I was informed that Mr. Briſtow required of the 

Hier, to diſplace certain of his houſhold officers, and that others of his nomination ſhould 
de admitted in their room. Some time after my arrival at that_place, I received intelligence 
tom the miniſter, that Mr. Briſtow had proceeded to regulate, by his on authority, and 
*gunſt the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances and oppoſition of the Sizier the offices and expences of 
the houſhold, for which purpoſe he appointed a Cuzaunchee and Muſhriff; directed a ſeparate 
Pace for the reception of the treaſure ; took-the receipts and diſburſements under his own charge; 
obliged the Mutteſudys to attend Mr. Cowper with the accounts of the houſhold, under many 
*cunmſtances of rigour and diſgrace ; and made many reductions and regulations in the Vizier's 
omeſtic conomy. | ' | , 
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mode of interſerenoe which Mr, Briftow made uſe of in eſtabliſhing an Adaulut, in the name of 
the Vizjer, bot under the controv! of Mr. Cowper; who, as it was ſtated to me, held the cours 


erees to be ſigned, ſome by the Vizier himſelf, and others by the Aumils in whoſe juriſdiction the 
complaints reſpectively lay. "op 93 f y 


even to the Vizier himſelt, his determination to carry them into execution whether the Vizier 


high importance to the peace and ſecurity of both governments, to the national character for juſtice 


” 2 


The next ſubject of complaint, with which I was deſired to make you acquainted, iwas th 


in his own houſe, and received, examined, and decided upon petitions ; and allo dictated the de. 


gore I Ke | 1 
Nr. Briſtow, of his own authority, and without the knowledge of the Vizier, ordered the re. 
quction of tout thouſand cavalry, and ſeven thouſand infantry ; he alſo aſſumed the payment of 
the Vizier's cavalry, and appointed Mr, Cowper to the office of paymalter ; directed Tunkays for 
the payment of the troops to be included in the Company's Jyd upon which Tunkaws two 
lacks of rupees were actually collected and paid in to Mr, Cowper, but refunded from the firong 

oppolition made by the Vizier. BY | 888 


Mr. Briſtow peremptorily directed the miniſter, by letter, to ſend Mahomed Beg as Sazoul 
Furrockabad, without the knowledge of the Vale. ; Beg 1 


The miniſter repeatedly adviſed me of Mr. Briſtow's having 2 the Vizier to diſprace 
and puniſh him, giving the Vizier affurances that our government would not diſapprove of or in- 
tet fere in any meafure which he might think proper to take with his own ſervants; this relation 
the Vizier himſelf confirmed to me. 8 


It has been reported to me, and in ſome inſtances has been proved to you, that whenever the 
Vizier's refuſal has been oppoſed to any of the above meaſures, Mr. Briſtow has declared, and 


conſented to them or not. 


Mr. Briſtow having, of his own authority, granted Tunkaws upon that part of the revenue 
affigned for defraying the Vizier's honſhald expences, to be paid to the Cuzaunchee and Mooſh- 
riff, whom he had appointed, ſent for the Vizier's feal, in order to aſſix them to the Purwannahs 
directed to tle Aumils; the 'Vizier at firſt refuſed to ſend his ſeal, but fearing that Mr. Briſtow 
would execute the meaſures without it, and thereby degrade his authority, at length complied ; 
when Mr. Briſtow rejected the uſe of the Vizier's ſeal, and declared that his own ſhould ſuffice, 
and be of equal validity in all public acts of this government. | | CORTE 


Other inſtances of the high tone of authority over this government, and of independence on 
yours, which Mr. Briſtow has aſſumed, have been circumftantially and conſiſtently related to me, 
which having paſſed in converſation only, do not eaſily admit of proof, and which perhaps are not 
material if they did; but every other tranſaction herein particularly recited appeared to me of fuch 


and moderation, and to your perſonal reputation, and are fo inconfiſtent with the ſentiments I have 
ever heard you exprefs, and were, beſides, accompanied with ſuch teſtimony, either in writing or 
by references to Lieutenant Col. Martin's knowledge of the facts, that I myſt have violated every 
obligation of duty and _ to you and to the Company, if I had refuſed the requiſitions of the 
Via ier and his miniſter, to forward their repreſentations to you. 


Beſides theſe obligations which I owe to you and to the Company, in common with every other 
member of your family and government, a more particular one was impoſed upon me, by the com- 
miſſion with which you charged me to the Vizier, to eſtabliſh the credit and influence of Mr. 
Briſtow at his court, and to encourage the Vizier to a reliance on Mr. Briſtow's good diſpoſition 
towards him. I muſt have forfeited my own character, and have ſubjected yours to unjuſt fuſp!- 
cion, if I had refuſed to be inſtrumental in obtaining from you a redreſs of grieyances, which in 
your name I had encouraged the Vizier to hope he would never experience. 


The ſhare which I had taken in the complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow having been incidentally 
mentioned by me-in a correſpondence with Mr. Cowper-on a private ſubject, that gentlem?" 
thought proper to furniſh Mr, Briſtow with a copy of it, which I underſtand has been forwarded 
to Calcutta, This is a principal reaſon for my ſuppoſition in the former part of this addreſs, that 
it would be attempted to be proved, that my continuance at Lucknow, after my return from Ram- 
pore. was for the purpoſes of encouraging the miniſter to oppoſe the meaſures of Mr. Briſtow, 
and to excite complaints againſt his conduct. | | * 


I am as certain that no ſuch inference can be fairly drawn from any part of that correſpond 
ence, as that the direct reverſe is the truth. 9 : FF In 
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My detention at Chat period was occakoned entirely by two young children being ſucceſſively 
fined with the ſmall pox, and before their recovery I received your commands to remajo at Luck- 
now, in conſequence of the public complaints which had reached you from the Vizier and his 
miniſter againſt Mr, Briſtow, It was the complaints againſt Mr. Briſtow which cauſed my ſtay, 
and not my Ray which cauſed the complaints ; and fo far haye I been from exciting them, I ſo- 
jemnly declare that I never enquired of the miniſters, or any other perſon, into the proceedings of 
Mr. Briſtow. - The communications of them were made to me ſometimes by the Vizier himſelf, 
but more frequently by the miniſter on his own behalf, and on that of the Vizier; and all the en- 
couragement | gave to them, was to hope for redreſs if the complaints were juſt ; and even this 
with the ſtricteſt caution againſt accuſations either frivolous or falſe, warning the miniſter, that if 
they were found to be ſuch, the miſchief which he intended to others would recoil upon himſelf; 
It was my conſtant advice to the miniſter, to comply without delay or heſitation with every requi- 
ſition which Mr. Briſtow made in the name of government; but to demand ſuch requiſitions 
ſhould be made in writing, for his own ſecurity, and juſtification to his maſter, + 


How much ſoever it may be the intereſt of Mr. Briſtow to have it believed that complaints againſt 
him have been ſought for and encouraged, he will never eſtabliſh ſuch a belief, whilſt your cha- 
raQer obviates the poſſibility of a ſuſpicion that you could employ' a man who has poſſeſſed your 
confidence and eſteem for near ten years in the debaſing office which Mr. Briſtow would aſſign to 
me; and I truſt that the invariable tenor of my own conduct will, to all who know it, acquit me 
of being capable of either aſſuming or accepting ſuch an office. 


Lucknow, 35 have the honour to be, &e. 
16th September 1783. 
Ye (Signed) 


Wm. PALMER. 


'Y ; is © 


Since the diſpatch of my public addreſs to you of the 16th inftant, I have diſcovered that I wks 
miſtaken as to the circumſtance of Mr. Briſtow having authorized Lieutenant Col. Martin to enter 
into the engagement therein mentioned with Hyder Beg Cawn, and which Mr. Briftow; after his 
arrival, diſavowed and cancetted, I now underſtand that Lieutenant Cot. Martin, as the confi- 
dential friend and agent of Mr. Briſtow, gave, of his own authority, a written aſſurance for the 
purpoſe of removing his apprehenſions of the refentment of Mr. Briſtow on account of a former 
miſunderſtanding between them, - This difference in the manner of the tranſaction makes little or 
none in the ſubſtance of it, and the inference which I drew from it ſtill remains the fame, 


Lucknow, 7 55 I have the honour to be, &c. 
2 7 (Signed) W. PALMER. 


Conſultation 211 October. 


Governor General. Wor | 20th October 1783. 


HE frequent uſe which has been lately made of Major Palmer's name in the records of tbe 
late tranſactions at Lucknow, the aſſertion made by Mr. Johnſon in his defence, that Major 
almer was at Lucknow in the character of a political agent, and the private ſu eſtions which 
have been conveyed to me of miſconſtructions, paſſed on the nature and object of Major Palmer's 
deputation, compel me to lay before the Board the original inſtructions which he received from 
me, and which, if I can truſt to my own recollection, and the rule of conduct which L have. inva- 
riably preſcribed myſelf in caſes of this Kind, were both ſeen and approved of by the actual mem- 
rs of the Board. I own that it is with reluctance that I preſent them. They were not intended 
to be recorded, their primary object being more to quiet the mind of the Nabob, to whom Iowed 
that returm of attention, for the honeſt attachment which he ſhewed to me when. he thought me 
in diſtreſs, and my perſon in danger, than for any other purpoſe. This muſt account for the un- 
plied heads of memorandums with which the inſtructions conclude, I cannot at this time, were 


141 : jy 
neceſſary, explain them, but know that they were defigned only to preſerve his recalle:; 
of the loo Land undetermined ideas which I had communicated to him in converſation repeat 
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Il defire that this minute, with Major Palmer's inſtructions, may be added to the other . 
which have been recorded on the general ſubject of the complaints preferred againſt Mr. Briſtow, 
and tranſmitted with them by this diſpatch to the Court of Directors. 2 | by 


(Signed) + WARREN HASTINGS, 
1 E. Hay, a | - 
Acts Secy to the Secret Dept. | | 


Conſultation, 21f1 October. 
To Major William Palmer. 


6 8 the ye Fort William, 6th May 1782. 
1 depute you to go to Lucknow, and to wait upon the Nabob Vizier in my name, obſerving 
the following inſtructions: . 


1ſt, You will aſſure him, that I feel it a ſenſible diſappointment that T am myſelf diſabled from 
performing the viſit to his court which I promiſed him at Chunar, by many cauſes which at this 
time render my preſence at Calcutta indiſpenſably neceſſary. "Theſe cauſes, as they are fully 
known to you, you will explain as far as you ſhall judge it proper, or conducive to the other and 


more eſſential points of your commiſſion. 


2dly. It has been a matter of equal concern and ſurprize to me, to learn by the letters of the 
Reſident, that the Nabob Vizier was with difficulty, and an almoſt unconquerable reluctance, in- 
duced to give his conſent to the attachment of the treaſure depoſited by his father under the 
charge of the Begum his mother, and to the reſumption of her Jagheer, and the other. Jagheers of 
the individuals of his family, although theſe meaſures were the effects of his own ſuggeſtion, 
and propoſed with great earneſtneſs to me for my concurrence. | n $65.4 

I defire that you will inform him, that in theſe and the other meaſures which were either pro- 
poſed by him, or received his concurrence in the agreement paſſed between us at Chunar, I nei- 
ther had, nor could have any object but his relief, and the ſtrengthening of his connections with 
the Company, and that I ſhould not on any other ground have expoſed myſelf to the perſonal ob- 
loquy which they could not fail to draw upon me by my participation in them, but left him to re- 
gulate by his own diſcretion, and by. his own means, the ceconomy of his own finances, and with 
much more cauſe the aſſertion of his domeſtic right. In theſe he had no regular claim to my in- 
terference, nor had I, in my public character, any claim upon him, but for the payment of the 
debt then due from him to the Company, although I was under the ſtrongeſt obligations to re- 
quire it for the relief of the preſſing exigencies of their affairs. He will well remember the manner 
in which, at a viſit to hin: in his own tent, I declared my acquieſcence freely and without heſita- 
tion to each propoſition, which afterwards formed the ſubſtance of a written agreement as he ſeve- 
rally made them; and he can want no other evidences of my motive for ſo chearful a conſent, nor 
for the requeſt which I ad.'ed to the means of fulfilling his purpoſes in them. Had he not made 
theſe an e his own option, I ſhould not have propoſed them; but having once adopted them, 
and made them the conditions of a formal and ſacred agreement, I had no longer an option to dil. 
penſe with them, but was bound to the complete performance and execution of them as points 
public duty and of national faith, for which I was reſponſible to my King and the Company, mY 
immediate ſuperiors; and this was the reaſon for my inſiſting ſo peremptorily in their performance 
and execution, when I was told that the Nabob himſelf had relaxed from his original purp' 
and expreſſed a re. uctance to proceed in it. cs | | 
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When you have given him this explanation of my motives in regard to the late tranſactions, on 
will endeavour to learn, both by immediate application for that effect to the Nahob himſeif, and 1 
enquiry with others, what were the real cauſes which influenced the apparent change in his in o 


CE ,ETITY 
. 


the courſe of . | * 


As theſe, if they exiſt, are beyond the reach of any ſatisfactory . conjoctute which I can form; 1 
em give you no ſpectal inſtrudtions for your reply, but ſeave you to remove the Nabob g exception 
by ſuch aſſurances as you may be enabled to make to him by your general but intimate know- 


ledge of my ſentiments and intention in whatever. has 3 celation.to his.intereſts, and his allian 
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the Company and the Britiſh astlon. 

zdly, I defire you to endeavour to obtain from the miniſters, and from Almaſs Alli Cawn, 
ſuch ſums of money as they ean ſpare fromthejr.own means, or raiſe bytheir credit upon loan, 
for the —_ * 1 IN effect this, it will be neceſſary to org dt __ they 
will be no loſers by it; but that, on the contrary; their property will require a ſecuri being 
lodged in the Company's funds. Explain to - the nature of the (peter, intereſt notes, nd 
the means of credit by which they paſs in circulation, andare transferable from the orginal to other 
ſucceſſive proprietors, ſo as to give them a- juſt idea of the tenure, and of the equal footing on which 
native, alien, and Britiſh proprietors ſtand in the poſſeſſion of them. At the ſame time, it will 
de proper to apprize them of the fluCtuation of theix ourrent value, which it would be criminal to 
ſuppreſs. You may aſſure them that when peace is reſtored to our eſtabliſhment, and our ex- 
pences are conſequently diminiſhed, the debt will be, gradually paid off, as a former debt, con- 
tracted before my appointment to the government, to a much longer amount, was diſcharged in 
the courſe of two years, within your o.] n remembrance; and that the eſtimated value of the 
notes will riſe to the rates of their ſpecific ſums, and even . above them, on the proſpect of 'pay-, 
ment; ſo that the, proprietors will be ſubjected to no loſs,. unleſs they ſhall chule to part with their 
property in the notes during the intermediate time of our inability to diſcharge them, the annual 
intereſt due in the interval being duly and punctually paid. I have no doubt of their fidelity, but 
it ean no way be fo ſtrongly ſhewn, nor the Company's ſupport of them fo ſtrongly engaged, as 
by the E N required. | | 


tion reſpe&jng this tranſaQion ; and whether he had an grounds for offence, or diſſaticfaQion.in 


: 
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athly. The Nabob Vizier having, by an intimation made to Mr. Middleton in the month of 
February laſt, been pleaſed to expreſs his deſire to make me a preſent of ten lacks, of rupees, and 
requeſted my previous conſent and acceptance of the ſame, I deſire you will make my acknow- 
ledgement in proper terms for this inſtance of his liberality and benevolence; and acquaint him 
that I am precluded from accepting it by many conditions,. ky S which T beg him 
to take in good part; namely, that if I had received it at the time in which the tender of it was 
made, it would have been liable to conſtructions, even in his breaſt, ſo repugnant to the diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip which | profeſs, and bear towards him, that no confideration of perſonal profit 
could have induced me to actept-it-at-fuek hazard; If he feed renew the offer to you, you 
will inform him that my objection remains the ſame, and is inſuperable, but that if he will be 
pleaſed to transfer it to the Gold, for the relief of their preſent and known diſtreſſes, I will ac- 
cept of it on their behalf, with a thankfulneſs equal to that which I ſhould haye felt and expreſſed a 
—. equ 


for the gift, had it been made to myfelf; the wants of the Compatiy being: at this t 

concern to me as my own. Let him underſtand this ſubje& rightly, and he will ſee in my refaſal, 
thus qualified, the moſt convincing proof of my friendſhip for him, and regard for his intereſt. 
Sthly, It is very much my deſire to impreſs the Nabob with a thorough. eonfidence. in the faith 
and juſtice of our government, that is to ſay, in my own, while I am at the head of it : I cannot 
be anſwerable for the acts of others, independent of me. I hope it will not be difficult to con- 
vince him of this truth; for I have certainly afforded proofs of it, nor has the reverſe been ever 
perſonally imputed to me. It is my deſire to aſſiſt him in regulating his adminiſtration, becauſe 
the ſucceſs of my own is nearly connected wirft it; but is much more Nabl to ſuffer by its defects 
or mis fortunes. The inverſion of this obſervation will not apply ta the effects of our misfortunes 
on his affairs, except in the moſt deſperate extremes. Though we have. been involved in wars 
"ith all the ſtates around us, his dominions have enjoyed a ſtate of tranquitfity undiſturbed by fo- 
reign enemies, becauſe we have flood between him and thoſe who might have been his enemies. 
ut were we to withdraw that interpoſition, he would ſoon experience a dreadful reverſe, I know 


his defence. Much delicacy andcaution will be required in your declarations on this fubjeR, leſt 


participation of our influence. This diſtinction the Nabob underitands, -nor will it be either ne- 
ceſſary or proper to allude to it, unleſs he himſelf ſhould firſt introduce the ſubject. 
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Von wil e cheſs inltrudtions, and my 18 on every other fab] ect of your 
miſſion, to Major Davy, who attends you as your affiſtant, and in caſe that ſickneſs or any other 
| accident Thould 2 2 * e to Lucknow, you will transfer them to * 


. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


w—_ 


© 0 y es and — . to the State 4nd Condi- 
+ tion of the Country of Oude and its Dependencies, and of the reigning 
Family thereof; including the yet made by Mr. Haſtings * 
Mr. Briftow, che. &c. ' 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Score — 20 Jomary 1784. 


| Tur following letter and incloſures from Mr. Briſtow having been received on the 2 
ultimo, were circulated to the members the * * r * ys n on ck | 
* inſtant. N A CS 


Since I had the honour to addrefs yon, under date the 1 u inſtant, reſpeAting Nmas Ally 

| Kay, I have received other advices in a letter from Major Tary, tending to confirm me in f 

opinion of the inimical de of thar Aumil. In explanation of the farther precautions 
Mary it neceſſary to adopt for the fecurity of the Caunpore tation, in conſequence of Maj 

's repreſentation, I beg leave, cle, to refer you to my anſwer to his letter.” 


N 


Thave already had the honour, in my addreſs of the 1 3th herein: above mention6d} to lay 
before you copies of letters written by me on this ſubje&t to Colonels Morgan and — 
| I now take the liberty to tranſmit to OO” Board ſuch further correſponene oh, apf 


h 
ſt 


* 


wns; and the meaſure is unprecedented. t. 


oder 
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Gable to it, as has fine paſſed between me and thoſe gentlemen, I Aatter rofl, it will alſo be 
in ny power: to furniſh you, in a day or two,, with a tranſcript. of the P correſpondence 
p 


as between me and the miniſter relative to Ilmas. . A tranſlation of it is prep 
aff as poſſible, I have the honour to ſubmit myſelf, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Lucknow, 20th Dec", 1783. 


JOHN BRISTOW. 


- 
- - 
wa. 


COPY of a Letter from Major M'Liary to Mr. Briſtow. 


Caunpore, 19th December 1783. 


In conſequence of Colohel Morgan's orders, I beg leave to inform you, that I arrived here 
yeſterday evening with the regiment under my command, and that I ſhall take care to repel any 
attack which may be made in this quarter: As yet I have not heard of any motions of the 

Aumil's troops. Oblige me with your ſentiments reſpecting them; and, ſhould. they draw 


this way, in what way, in what light I am to hold them: But at any rate. I ſhall be prepared. 
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CO PX of a Letter from Major. M*Lary to Mr. Briſtow, Y by 25% 

I know not yet what the Aumil's intentions are; b 
forces from every- quatter under the ſpecious plea of muſtering them. As I ſhould highly expe- 
rience the want of artillery men in cafe of any attack on this place, I have wrote to Sit John Cum- 
ming, requeſting that a detachment may be ſent down with all expedition; having at preſent only 
a few laſcars to work the guns. | 

Should it appear to you that the Aumil has hoſtile intenedns, I think the two companies of 
Major Scott's regiment, now on their march to Lucknow, might be ordered to join me, as alſo 
three or four from the Lucknow or Kyrabad ſtations. As Major Dunn has above two companies 
detached, and I have nearly one, ſhould the Aumit draw this way, apparently hoſtile, I mean th 
quit the cantonments, carrying with, me the park and magazine, and move to a poſt near the 

unpore old lines, where I ſhall be enabled to withſtand his attack; as any attempt to pre- 
"ng ſtraggling a place as thoſe cantonments, would be uſeleſs, impracticable, and divide my 


y i bighty necefſary that cho Dawk borween this place and Lucknow ſhould be more expe 
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Mr. Briſtow's Anſwer, 
*: Lucknow, December 20th, 1783. 
1 am favoured with your letters of the 19th and 1 | 
not have furniſhed you with a liſt of the Aumil's troops, I have the pleaſure to incloſe you one. 
The intelligence you'convey to me, of his collecting them under the pretence of muſter, is very 
luſpicious, as their ſervices at the preſent ſeaſon of the year are required in ſecuring the collec- 


* 
— 
- * F 

- 


As the Reſident's guard has Golundares attached to it, 1 have preferred = requeſt 88 
| cod to proceed _ Caunpore with all expedition, and called upon Li 880 | 


tenant Wroughton, with 
companies under his command, to march along with him; and they have my. equiſition - 
7 your orders. The arms of Captain M. Leod's battalion being in a very bad ſtate, and not 

t 


preparing as 


ut this is certain, that be js collecting his 


gth inſtant. In caſe Colonel Morgan ſhould | 


{ 28 J 
fit for ſervice, Lee peſt Jon Lil order the number requiſite to be 


ſerved him from the mapazingat 

aunpofe, 85 rthiendationof d- pr | alete, weed 
Cook will Thmediately reitifotte'yod with'one battalion! df his regithert. © Thave attended to Fb 
Iirtbativit concerning the Daaks: and I requeſt you will alſo follow proper tneatures nt fe 

| Munſhee at Cahg6re; ts oblige fis people to't6 theit ity; 7x. 
J. NEAVE, 
5 Aſs, &c. 


„ o f | 
Cor of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. Briſtow. + 
| b 4 0 N 7S | Yd. f N Futty Ghur, 13th Dec; 1794, 7 
1am favoured with your lettet of the 11th current, incloſing copy of your lettet to Colonel 

Motgan, togetber With a ſtate of Almag's-force; If you think there be immediate danger toths 
magazine, &c. at Caunpore, and in caſe Colonel Morgan have not, in conſequence of your infor- 
mation; either left a reinforcement, or halted himſelf near Caunpore, in my opinion the moſt eli- 
gible mode would be to order the regiment at Kayrabad thither immediately. Half the regiment 
at Lucknow might march thither alſo; and as ſoon as Colonel Ironſide arrives, the whole might 
return to their ſtations. For my own part, I will take care to hold the traops here in readine(s to 
march the moment I receive certain intelligence that Almas is drawing his troops together with a 
hoſtile intention. J will alſo, in that event, order Colohel Knud ſon to join me by forced marches, 
There being no direct Dawk between this and Barelli, I have to obſerye to you, that the want of 
it has been already attended with much inconvenience; and it is not improbable but it may be 
productive of N con For this reaſon, I beg leaye to tecommend to you ail p- 
plication tothe Vizjer for a Dawk to be laid between this and Berelly, as ſoon as,conveniently 
can de dude. The expence. cannot be.yery.gread. Oo 


"3 - 69 
, 4 : * ö Me 
” : FE > S © 


L , 

N © 9 , 

” 9 - | ws S 4 
— 


1 W | 


EXTRAGT from.Mr, Briſtow's Letter to Colonel Sir John 
e 18h December 1983. - * | TY) 
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kam farbured with your letters of the 14th and. th inſtant, and ſhould Have teplied ſooner to 

the latter, but that I waited to hear from Colonel Morgan. I underſtand that Major M*Lary's 
regiment has reinforced the troops in the ſtation of Caunpore, which will anſwer the fafety of it, 

Almaſs-Ally Cawn hag: manifeſted ne overt act of hoftility : His correſpœidence and connection 
with the Marattas, withdrawing his family and effects from Lucknow, and failing in his accu 


tomed punctuality of payment, arexgircumſtances which, compared with the conduct he purlues 
in general, juſtify ſuſpicions, and render it neceſſary that we be on our guard, 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Morgan to Mr. Briſtow, dated Carrah, 14 Be 
FFF cember 1783. l Yo 245. e r 
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I bave this moment received yours of the 10th inſtant, and in confi hy 
cd mths; where 


M*Lary to march back with his regimentto Caunpote with the u 
arrive in two days; and now I have only one regiment of ſepoys with me. Bur I cannot 1 Sir 
that Almas has any intention of diſturbing the ſtations at Caunpore. However, as Colon TR 
Jom Cumming is how in full force, being joined by Major Duncan with 'two'regunents, © 4 
ud flatter myfelf you have wrote to him upon the ſubſect, as I recommended it to you u g 
letter e che 27th Auguſt lat, to ich I tefer you for what I thought necefary to be Lal g 
* — 4 : $3 544% | neee. n 6 Sb „ iin f 
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ſobject: He will not fail to give every affeſtanee the occafion requires for the prbtection of che 
8 ſtation, if you have wiete to m. Before this Ae, vb muſt have ſeen the neceffity 

of reinforcing the ſtation, and you might have ordered troops from Hyrabad for that fervice ; Sr, 

if the cafe was very emergent, a battalion from the regiment at Lucknow might have been ſeit ; 
both which I recommended to you to be done. " | 


4 to return with _ remainder of the brigade, it might, "as you obſerve, haſten his Js. 
ſection, and give him ſome ſuſpicion of our Government having inimical intentions towards 
him, | | 


True copy and extracts. 
L NEAVE, 
Afiftant to the Reſident at the Vizior's Court. 


The following Letter, and its incloſure, from Mr. Briſtow, were receive and creutited en the | 
; ; "Ro inſtan t. | | #45 ' | N * 


Honourable Sir; and Gentlemen, wer 


The great inconvenience and diſtreſs to which your affairs are expoſed, from Almas Ally Cawn's 
withholding payment of the revenues under his charge, are fully exemplified in my correſpond- 
ence with Colonel Sir John Cumming, which I have now the honour to incloſe for your infor- 
mation. Had this Aumil paid his KIſts with his accuſtsthed punctuality, I ſhould by this time 
have realized a ſufficient ſum to diſcharge the arrears both of the ſecond brigade, and the detach- 
ment on the frontier ſtation, Circ anced as I now am, it is With difeulty I atm enabled to 
ſuppott the current diſbutſements of my office, I have tegularly iffued all monies immediate. 
as ey have been paid into the treaſury ; but as none of the banks ts at the pteſent period anſwe: 
their bills when due, there ariſes another difficulty, for which it is no eaſy matter to apply a 


remedy. | | | 
| T have the honour, &e. 27 Ip 
d December, 1783. b : | | 


F ; 


COPY of à Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming to Mr. Briſtow, dated Futty Ghur, 
t December 15th, 17 3. 


The extreme diſtreſs in which the troops at this ſtation now are, for want of money, obliges 
me to be very urgent in my requeſt for two lacks of rupees to be ſent hither as ſoon as poſſible. 
We are near five months in arrears, whieh even in plentiful ſeaſons would be very diſtreſſing, but 
in the preſent ſcarcity is inſupportable ; nor am I without apprehenſions of the moſt alarming 
conlequences, it ſome mearis are not fallen on to ſupply the troops with ſubſiſtence. It is true, 
Ve have a detachment at Chapramow that has hitherto furniſhed grain, by ng on the hoards 
a that place; but I have been hitherto particularly attentive that not a grain of corn ſhould be 
taken away till paid for; and indeed, were it otherwiſe; the people all over the country would be 
alarmed, and do any thing with their property rather than let it fall into our hands. But, beſides 
the extreme diſtreſs and general complaints of the troops, there are other reaſons which make me 
er. anxious for a ſupply: of money at this period. On the one fide, we have cauſe to apprehend | 
n incurſion of the Seiks, and on the other an attack by Almas. Should either of theſe events 
take place, it would be impoſſible for the troops to march till they were paid at leaſt two months 
D/; I need not point out to you the bad conſequences of ſo long, though inevitable delay. That 
do time may be loſt in bringing treaſure from Lucknow, when it is ready, and to quiet the minds 
of the troops, by giving them hopes that their ſufferings will be ſpeedily relieved; I intent. ſend- 


| 


gan eſeort to Lucknow, where it may wait till you are provided with caſh ; which 1 truſt will 
b in a very few days at fartheſt. As the diſtrict of Cheparamow will not be able to furniſh grain 
Kong a longer, I propoſe ſending a battalion into the diſtrict of Biſunt Roy, for the pur 
1. VOL. 0 1 | 


poſe 


v1 
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ſhould be made uſe of, in any diſtriẽt under Almas, and I have therefore ſtudioully avoided it; 
but I hope will have no objections with reſpect to Biſunt Roy's country; if you have, com- 
municate them to me, and point out the place from which we may draw our 

for nothing more than to be able to ſubſiſt the troops, without oppreſſing the natives; and it ſhall 


in my po-.wFr. 56 


your own judgment; requeſting you will adopt the method you propoſe, or any other which pa- 


Lucknow I can furniſh from this treaſury; beſides which, I expect to be able to ſend the ſum 
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. fol 
ſe of ſupplying our camp with proviſions, I know that you are unwilling that any force 


upplies, I wiſh 


be my care to ſee that they are paid for the grain we get from them, as ſoon as you ſhall put it 


_— 


EXTRACT of Mr. Briftow's Reply, dated Lucknow, 18th December, 178g. 


T am favoured with your letter of the 15th inſtant, I am ſo fully convinced that, for ſupply- 
ing with proviſions the troops under your command, you will uſe ſuch means as will be attended 
with the leaft poſſible inconvenience or diſtreſs to the inhabitants, that I muſt leave it entirely to 


pears to you moſt eligible. I that fend you a jankah on the Sezawal of Jerokabad for rupees 
o, ooo, and requeſt your aſſiſtance in getting in that ſum ; but it is neceſſary to inform you that 
think he will be unable immediately.to ſupply it. The regiment at Kyrabad, and the Rohil- 
cund detachments, ſhall be paid by junkaws on the aumils of thoſe provinces; the regiment it 


you require for the troops immediately with you; and for this purpoſe, previous to the receipt 
of your fayour, I had requeſted Mr, Melville to apply to you for an eſcorrr . 
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Colonel Cumming to Mr. Briſtow, dated Futty Ghur, 17th December, 1783. 8 4 


7 
, 


; This morning I ſent a company of ſepoys, under the command of Lieutenant Browne, tb 
Lucknow for treaſure, which I entreat you again and again to ſend hither, with as little delay as 
poſſible. The diſtreſs of the troops, through the ſcarcity of grain, and total want of mopey, is 
fo great, as to admit no alternative; and I am forced, much againſt my inclination, to'fend'a de- 
tachment in Biſunt Roy's diſtrict, to ſeize upon what grain they can find, and to convey it hither 
for the immediate fubſiſtence of the trqops. As it is impoſſible to raiſe money to pay for the gram 
at the time of taking it away, I have ordered the officer to grant receipts for the quantities he 
receives, in order that the owners may be paid as ſoon as a ſupply of caſh ſhall. enable us to do 
it, If money be not ſent us in the ſpace of a very few days, I ſhall be driven, however unwillingly, 
to march the whole Jetachment to Kanooge, and to ſeize on the repoſitories of grain in the city, 
and the adjacent villages. In ſhort, I am apprehenſive we ſhall be forced into meaſures, which 


nothing but extreme diſtreſs could juſtify, or even excuſe. 
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ESTIMATE of Pay and Arrears due to the Detachment alt ICE of Colonel Sir 
a | | John Cumming. 5 3 
The detachment under the command of Colonel Knudſon at Barelly, from the iſt of 


DO.” 


Auguſt to the 31ſt December, which is five months, at 35,000 per month CR» = 

To European artillery, 4 months, at 16,000 CR oo „„ 
The brigade ſtaff, 5 months, at 14,000 CR. — =: ̃ ͤ³—2᷑ĩ1dÿ 
"The 17th regiment of ſepoys at Futty Ghur, 5 months, at 19, 0 C(f . , — 95,000 
Half the 21ſt regiment, at ditto, ooo CRs — | — — — = 
"The 4th regimeat of ſepoys, now at Futty Ghur, 3 months, 20,000 CR. — 

he 5th do Mg l Wo | 1 4 — — 60,000 


c. 5770,80 
: N *. — ——— 


N. B. Beſides the above, there is Major Grant's regiment now at Lucknow, and Maj 
Caok's at Kyrabad, that will be 4 months in arrears, NY Rp ae oo 
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4 riſtow ; 
* " l ber, 1783. | | 
& I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th inſtant; and, as I have al- 
ready informed you, I ſhall uſe my utmoſt endeavours to ſupply your detachment with the ſum 
required by the Paymaſter, and hope in a few days you will be relieved from all diſtreſs, 

True copies and extracts, 
| J. NEAVE, 
| Aſſiſtant to Reſident - 
at the Vizier's Court. 


a. 
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The following letter from Lieutenant Colonel Martine, accompanied by his anſwer to che 
interrogations tranſmitted to him on the 23d November, having been received on the ad inſtant, 


were circulated to the members of the Board, and followed by the minutes which are entered 


Honourable Sitz and Sirs, 8 "A l 
I herewith have the honour of tranſmitting 175 my anſwers to the interrogatories you have 
been pleaſed to put to me, by your commands of the 23d ultimo, which I have given, to the heſt 


of my tecollection and knowledge, in all caſes. I have now only to beg your indulgence for any 
want of method which may appear in the accompanying ſheets, as I acknowlege I have not been 
uſed to ſuch work. | | 3 


| IS I have the honour, &c. 
D. Lucknow, 3 | | | . | | C M AR T I N. of 
230 December, 1783. | | "RAY | | 


Anſwer to the Interrogatories from the Honourable Governor General and Council, | 
it Queſtion, n. 


In reply to this queſtion, I do not recollect to have heard Mr. Briſtow ſay, that he had or 
would forbid Hyder Beg Cawn's informing the Governor General © of the ſtate of affairs at 
Lucknow;” but I heard Mr. Briſtow expreſs a ſort of diſtruſt and diſpleaſure, that Hyder Beg 
Cawn either had or would complain againſt him, | 

» 


_ 2, The miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn came in my room ſome time in November 1782, appear- 
ing anxious, and told me, that Mr. Briſtow had required of him the loan of twenty-five lacks of 
rupees ; that he had repreſented to him it was not in his power to do it, and had explained his 
reaſons; notwithſtanding, he feared Mr. Briſtow did not believe him; on which account the mi- 
niſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, deſired me to ſpeak to Mr. Briſtow of the impoſſibility of his lending 
ſuch a ſum, «6 being already indebted to bankers, ſhroffs, and other perſons, from whom he had 
been obliged to borrow for the immediate expences of his Excellency; and without diſcharg- 
ing thoſe debts, for which he had already ſettled a mode of payment (if Mr. Briſtow did not 
prevent him) he could not, with any degree of propriety, borrow more.” Ru OS: 


Ne alſo explained the total of theſe debts, and ſaid, „ that, once they were liquidated, with 


© Proper truſt and ſupport, the former of which he feared Mr. Briſtow had- not in him, that he 
f would be able to borrow large ſums, though 23 was ſcarce; and that, by a good har- 
4 mony and underſtanding, he was in hopes that the Company's and his Excellency the Vizier's 
| bufinefs would be carried on with eaſe, and proſper according. 
© The above I related word for word to Mr. Briſtow, and-explained alſo my opinion of the ge- 
neral ſcarcity of money, and the neceſſity of giving confidence and keeping a good underſtand- 
ing wich his Excellency, and the miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn. Of this laſt, particularly, 


I men- 
tioned 


in reply to Colonel Cummings's letter of the 19th, dated Lucknow, 22d Decem- 


< wag worth farge ſims, and had accumulated great wealth, &.“ 


dation on this ſubje& ; as this note expreſſes, © he had had a ſatisfactory explanation with E 


A] 


tioned bis great attachment to our intereſt ; his abilities, honeſty, and diſintereſtedneſs in the 
ane of tne country 5 and that I ha reaſons to think be had NoF ſuch a ſum by Kim, Ar 
any like it, in ready caſh, as was demanded of higg. In anſwer to this, as far as I can recol- 
lect, Mr. Briſtow replied, that with regard to Hyder Beg Cawn's having no ready caſh, and 
his not heing able to advance the ſum aboye-mentioned, © it was all a. ſhaw from him; that he 
t 
On another day the miuiſter Hyder Beg Cawn either came himſelf, or ſent me a man, to lat 
me know that Mr. riſto ſtill inſiſted on bis lending him the ſum before mentioned ; and that, in 
caſe he would not lend ſuch a ſum, he, Mr. Briſtow, would, by a change in the office, find 
another miniſter who ſhoy1d lend it: And that, ſince it appeared Mr. Briſtow {till entertained 
prejudices againſt him, and was reſolved to diſmiſs him from his office, as he had conduQed him- 
ſelf with applauſe towards his maſter the Vizier, and the Company, he would requeſt to have 
the Company's protection, and retire with his family and property on the Company's territories; 
for he was not able to find ſuch a fum, nor knew how to get it from any body: that the ruſſoom 
allowed him he would give an account of, the whole having been expended either by him or the 
Nabob : that he thought his enemies had prevailed on Mr.-Briſtow; and, as it appeared Mr, 
Briſtow intended turning him away, he begged I would explain the above to him, that he might 
have leave to retire ſafe with his family — property. All this J mentioned to Mr. Briſtow, and 
gave him alſo my opinion of the impropriety of diſtreſſing him, e. Mr. Briſtow, till obſeryed, 
that in his opinion 8 miniſter H der Beg Cawn was worth immenſe ſams, &c. That, in e- 
gard to the taking the office from hi that the Governor General had given him full power to do 
it; but that he thought Hyder 8 was as good a man for it as any other, accordingly he 
had no intention to diſmiſs him from his office; but that he ought to lend as much money as he 
could. At the ſame time Mr. Briſtow alſo requeſted of me to lend all the Money I could, ſay ing, 
that he would borrow from the bankers, ſhrofh and others, all that he could poſſihly $3 all- 
ing my opinion of the fums I thought he would be able to borrow in the province of Oude; which 
I gave him, as alſo my reaſon for not having it in my power to lend any at that time. The mi- 
niſter, as | fuppoſed, being anxioùs for an anſwer, either came himſelf, or ſent his man, I do not 
remember which; but I do reeollect that J ſent him word, not to be under any apprehenſion of 
< his being diſmiſſed for his not being able to lend the money, Mr. Briſtow having told me that 
ce he would not do it; but, on the contrary, I was in hopes Mr. Briſtow would change his mind; 
< and if he was acting from prejudices, or the perſuaſions of his enemies, that the fallacy of 
. their infinuations would ſoon come to light, and he would be undeceived ; not to be under any 
fear of being diſmiſſed, but to obey every order Mr. Briſtow might chuſe to give him: Thur 
though Mr. Briſtow appeared to be haſty, he had no bad intention; and by obeying, and act- 
< ing uprightly, he would ſoon gain his confidence, and by that means defeat the artful infinu- 
<« ations of his- enemies.“ This anfwer I gave entirely of myſelf; afrer having received the an- 
ſwer above mentioned, or nearly, from Mr. Briſtow; and the miniſter ſent me word that he 
would go to Mr. Briſtow : and as his man did not appear much ſatisfied, I wrote-wo Me(Briftow 
to the fame purport as related above. Of this letter I have not kept a copy; but I found a note 
of Mg, Briſtow to me without date, which I have reaſon to think' is an anfwer to my reprefen- 


. 


< Beg Cawn, and that I need not be apprebenſive of his wanting te play him off" 8 g 
34. I cannot bepoſitive to this queſtion, but, as far as can recollect, I heardgither from Mr. 

Briſtow, or the miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, that ſuch papers had been required From the lanter, 

and I think they were delivered. I | 4 


4th, What I can recollect about this queſtion is, that I have heard at times Mr. bv 
mention, that he had upon him the whole reſponſibility of the revenues of the province 
Oude; that not a rupee ſhould be given or paid without Nis knowledge, and he meant to m 
a reform. In the end of December or January laſt he ſhewed me a letter, aſking me wh 
thought of it? He faid he was writing to, the Honourable Board, in which he propoſed to 
eſtabliſh a treafurer Newan and Audawlut, and alſo recommending perſons of his acquaintances 
to ſuperintend thoſe offices. On this letter I remarked to Mr. Briſtow, thatthoſe offices wer 
already in being, and even held by the perſons he had recommended: That E thoughtthey — 
ditpicaſed at the Nabob and miniſter's meaſure, and, if he intended to fet them up la 
Nabob and his miniſter's, I was afraid he would meet with many obſtacles and: difheultes © 
effecting his plan: That, as far as I knew, the Nabob Vizier ſeemed cubmiffve enough ch 
every plan recommended to him by the Governor General and council; but that, Witha Jar! 
a recommendation ſtrongly enforced, he would find him very obſtinate in this affair, particu 11 
on account of the controut which would be put on him by theſe offices in: the manner prop 
and the increaſe of expences and emoluments that would follow. of courſs. 5 


— 7 


That, 
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That, above all, the Vizier would be very loth to allow any attempt to cantroul his privy 
urſe and houſehold expences, and would do every thing in his power to avoid it. On thele or 
other reaſons he had other aumils, on whom he allows or gives no jaydauds or tunkaws, for the 
Company, as that he may receive his rent dire Aly from them. That if any irregularities exiſte. 
in the above-nained offices, as they ſtood at preſent, I was perſuaded that they would be re- 
medied by the Nabob or his miniſter, after a proper repreſentation by him (Mr. Briſtow) &c. In 
reply, Mr. Briſtow ſaid many things in ſupport of his project of reform and controul; and 
all 1 told him then, aud at different other times, availed little, by what appeared 
afterwards. | 40 


3 


«th. To anſwer this queſtion as fully as I can, I beg leave to repreſent, that Mr. Briſtow at 
Jliferent times mentioned to me (I ſuppoſe for the purpoſe of my informing Hyder Beg Cawn) 
that he (the miniſter) would not obey him, and that in conſequence he would be obliged to 
make a change in that office, This was always faid in terms and in a manner implying great 
diſpleaſure, but without Mr, Briſtow's mentioning in what particular point Hyder Peg Cawn 
had not obeyed him, I informed Hyder Beg Cawn's man of what Mr, Briſtow had ſaid, but without 
telling him any thing of Mr, Briſtow's diſpleaſure, or the intended change he had talked of. 
In return, he aſſured me his matter had told him to inform me, he had hitherto obeyed every 
order of Mr. Briſtow, and that he would be happy if Mr.Briftow would point out the particular in- 
ſtance in which he had not: That I ſhould then be convinced of the contrary. This I related to Mr. 
Briſtow, and deſired he would accordingly name out the particular point he had to complain of. 
Mr. Briſtow replied to me, he would not have a third perſon; that the man muſt truſt to 
him, or words to that purpoſe. To this I anſwered, that he had then no occaſion to tell me 
his ſtories about- Hyder Beg Cawn, and to talk to me of the ſubjects of diſpleaſure he pretended 
to receive from him, as it was no buſine's of mine. Still, however, at ſeveral times after, Mr. 
Briſtow and J had different converſations on the ſame ſubject; he ſaying that Hyder Beg Cawn 
would not obey him, and I inſiſting on it he would, About this time Hyder Beg Cawn came 
tomy houſe; I told him that the buſineſs in debate between him and Mr. Briſtow muſt be a 
matter of a very ſecret nature, ſince neither he or Mr. Briſtow would explain it to me, yet both 
appeared willing 1 ſhould mediate in the affair. After ſome heſitation, and premiſing that Mr. 
Briſtow had hound him to ſecrecy, and begging I would not mention what he was going to ſay, 
which I promiſed I would not, Hyder Beg Cawn acquainted me, that Mr. Briſtow required of 
him to make up and give him ſhakas in the Vizier's name, without his knowledge or acquiefcence 
(as he, Hyder Beg Cawn, had. reported to Mr. Briſtow, that the Vizier would not conſent to 
what was required of him, viz. the payment of the Futty Ghur detatchment) which would 
enſure the jaydauds or tunkaws neceſſary for the payment of that detatchment. This Hyder 
Beg Cawn pretended to me he could not do without the Vizier's orders or. conſent, as it was a 
thing his highneſs had ſet himſelf againſt, and contrary to the treaty he had lately entered into 
at Chunar Ghur with the Governor General. That, however, if he was ordered to do ſo by 
the Honourable Board, he would then, as the riſque of incurring-his maſter's diſpleaſure, en- 
deayour to prevail on him to aſſent ; or, if Mr. Briſtow would give him an order to that purpoſe, 
ſo as he might be cleared of the blame of ſuch an act, that he would then do it, in expectation of 
being ſupported in conſequence by him and by the Board, I promiſed Hyder hey Coven F would * 
ſpzzk to Mr, Briſtow on this ſubje&, but waited till Mr. Briſtow himſelf ſpoke firſt, which was 
ſoon after. I then told him, that with reſpect to the affair in which the ſaid Hyder Beg Cawn 
would not obey him, and for which he (Mr. Briſtow) ſaid he had orders, he had nothing more 
todo than to give him thoſe orders, or his own, and I would venture to aſſure him Hyder Beg 
Cawn would opey him implici'ly ; and that if it ſhould happen that he was not able to perſuade 

his maſter the Vizier, he hoped till to do it with the aſſiſtance of the reſident, or even the 
Board, if hereafter neceſſary. That in the mean time, in order to prevent the inconvenience 
of delays, he (Hyder Beg Cawn) would take upon himſelf, in the name of his maſter, to do 
What was wanted, provided Mr. Briſtow would give him his orders to that effect. As far as I 
can recollect, Mr. Briſtow told me, he had already given him orders, but that the miniſter 
would not obey him; repeated, that he would not have the aſſiſtance of a third perſon in this 
affair; and faid, he would be obliged to take ſome other meaſures, &c. Several days paſſed; 
I had no viſits, nor heard about the debate, 'which made me conclude Mr. Briſtow had reaſons 
to be ſatisfied with the miniſter : until the 2d of February, that I received a meſſage from Hyder 
g Cawn, by a ſervant of his, informing me that his life was in danger, on account of Mr. 
iſtow's having complained in ſuch a manner againſt him to the Vizier, that he could expect 

nothing leſs than to loſe it, if he was not protected: In conſequence, that he would take refuge 
in his (Briſtow's) houſe, or mine, until he had ſecurity for his life, &c. The occaſion was fo 
preſſing, that although Mr. Briſtow had ſhewn me he was not pleaſed at my repreſentation in 
behalf of Hyder Beg Cawn, Icould not help writing him on that ſubject; and in his anſwer, 
which appeared to me ſatisfactory with reſpect to Hyder Beg Cawn's ſafety, there was this 
. Paragraph: « To give a hint to his ſervant that the buſineſs muſt be done; and the Vizier's 

objections could onlx be conſidered as his dictating. 


Vor. Iv, | Ms _ Reſpodtin pecting 


' - audawlut, app ication was made for ſeparate tunckaws for the tookſawars, and that two lacks 


| tookſawars, he ſhould no longer look on them as his own; and, accordingly, that 


were ſenit back to Tippurchund, the Vizier's treaſurer, 


I defiredthe above perſon to inform Hyder Beg Cawn, that Mr. Briſtow had alſo told me he had 


| not obey him, to turn him out of office. That Mr. Briſtow had told me, he was reſponſible for 


requeſts, 


Hyder Beg Cawn, by the ſame perſon who uſed to come from him to me, acquainting me, 


* covyeries of EIS: ement to give up his points. A few days after I heard that all the mutt- 
t 


morning till late roy 1s without intermiſſion; which circurnftance naturally gave weight to 3 
- Tumour then Tpread, t 


A $03 
| Reſpedting Ip tunkaws of the tookfawars, I cannot poſitively aſſett any thing ; only! 
underſtood, that during the conteſt relative to the appoititment of a treaſurer, dewan, and 


of rupees had been paid on that account either to Mr. Briſtow or Mr. Cowper's ue 
That the Vizier was diſpleaſed, and threatened that if Mr. Briſtow or Mr, Cowper paid thoſe 


| any fu 
paid them ſhould not be on his account, In conſequence, I underſtand that two lacks . 


6th. To this I have to anſwer, That a perſon came to me, on the part of Hyder Beg Cawn, 
to tell me that Mr. Briſtow had. required of him an account of the expences of the Viziers 
n kitchen and ſtables; and that Hyder Beg Cawn had given for anſwer, That he much 
eared the Vizier's diſpleaſure, if he had came to know he had done ſuch a thing. In anſwer, 


power from the Governor General and council, in his inſtructions, in caſe Hyder Beg Cawn did 
the revenues, &c. as related in the anſwer of the queſtions 2d. and 3d, On theſe accounts, 
adviſed Hyder Beg Cawn to obey implicitly, ind deliver to Mr. Rrigtow the accounts and 
pers he had required; and, in ſhort, refuſe nothing that was in his power. That in fo doing 
TRE in hopes they would be good friends; otherwiſe, as I had heard it from Mr. Briftow, 
that he would be obliged to prefer another miniſter, who would obey reaſonable 


' 5th. To this 1 have to anſwer, That ſome time in or about March laſt, I had a meſſage from 


that he was much at a loſs how to act; and begging I would © aſſiſt him with Mr. Briſtow, 
&« who was ſurrounded by his (Hyder Beg Cawn's) enemies, and would not credit him in what 
4 he ſaid, The point was, that Mr. Briſtow would not fix or ſettle the bunderburſt for the 
„Company, but inſiſted on having jaydaids or tunkaws for 140 lacks of rupees : That Hydet 
& Beg Cawn had repreſented to Mr, Briſtow, it was impoſſible for ſuch a ſum to be raiſed 
& from the Revenues; and that even the bunderburſt, ſettled by his predeceſſor Mr. Middleton, 
© could not without difficulty be realized: That the net revenues hot being much above 172 
& lacks, and the diſburſements (including the above 140 lacks) amounting to above 2 ctores, 
„there was an abſolute neceſſity of coming to an arrangement for the preſent year: 
< inſtead of aſſenting, Mr. Briſtow had only teſtified ts him (Hyder Beg Cawn) his ſuſpicions 
© of the many embezzlements and robberies committed, as he thought, in the collections and 
ac diſburſenients: at, in conſequence, he would ſettle nothing, until he had full accounts 
rc of all diſburſements of the different troops, the place they were ſtationed at, and the mode in 
& which they were paid: That he (Hyder Beg Cawn) had reprefented, but without effect, that 
« to copy ſuch accounts would take up a deal of time, which could not. then be conveniently 
«& ſpared.” In the end, Hyder Beg Can begged of me, by his man, to ſpeak to Mr. Briſtow, 
hat he would finally determine on what was to be paid to the Company; and that the 
izier and him would find means, if poſſible, to ſatisfy every demand, I did fo accordingly, 
but to little purpoſe; Mr. Briſtow being too much perſuaded that he would make many dif- 
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ſuddies of the treaſurer's offices, and the muſhruffs were attending at Mr. Cowper's from 
rumour the at the Vizier and his miniſter would no longer have an authority in the 
management of their public affairs. About this time I had another meffage from Hyder Bey 
Cawn, begging of me to ſpeak to Mr. Briſtow, and inform him, that there was no more time 
to be loſt in the ſettling the afalr of the Company's jeydauds or tunkays; or, if he did not 
chuſe to do it, to take the ſmall remains of influence he (Hyder Beg Cawn) had for that purpoſe; 
and, to induce Mr. Briſtow to a ſpeedy determination, he defired me to copy a fcheme for t! 

repartition of the revenues, and an account of the large ſums he had (according to Mr. Briſtow) 

accumulated, Theſe papers I ſent to Mr. Briſtow, and mentioned to him, that if he would | 
not deſiſt from the demand of 140 lacks, the difference muſt either be borrowed, or. retrenched 
trom the uſual expences of the government: That, in my opinion, no retrenchment could be 
made, but on the moataynah's troops; and, if he meant loch retrenchments, the ſooner it Was 
done the better, as in a fewmonths more they would have received ſo much that the prop 
reſtraint could not anſwer any purpoſe, particularly as the accounts Mr. Cowper was raking 
were not, by his own account, near a coricluſion, nor any thing like it. At firſt Mr. Briftov 
ſaid he could not determine, unleſs;he had thoſe accounts; but in the end, after Mr. pat; 10 

had retired, who was preſent at firſt, he ſaid, “ he would ſettle about it, as there was no ene 


to thoſe accounts.“ 


b To 


N * 
4 . 
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gch. To this I can only ſay, That, ſoon after Mr. Briſtow's arrival at this place, it appears 
he had formed a ſcheme of eſtabliſhing a regular corps of ſepoys in lieu of the moutenahs; and 
J have heard him ſay, that he had wrote or would write to the Board or Governor General on 
the ſubject, and for a quantity of rejected arms. He alſo deſired me to make up ſome, and aſked 
me how many rupees firelocks would coſt made here; on which I repreſented to him, that they 
would come much denrer than thoſe which might be purchaſed in Bengal. With regard to the. 
diſcharging 4200 horſe and 7,000 foot, I have heard of ſuch an order from public report, but 
do not recollect any thing further about it. | . „ e | | 


gth. In anſwer to this I beg leave to repreſent, That, ſome time in January laſt, a man of 
Hyder Beg Cawn's came to me, to tell me that Mr. Briſtow had: enjoined the. miniſter not to 
diſcloſe to any one the removal he intended to make of the preſent Sezawul of Furruckahad, 
named Mahommed Syed Cawn who. was to be relieved by one Mahommed Bey; and that 
this removal was without the conſent of the Nabob and his miniſter: That it 
particularly affected this laſt, as Mahommed Syed Cawn was a man of his own 
recommendation, and an honeſt man, on whom he could depend, and for whoſe good 
behaviour he would venture to become ſecurity: That it was not ſo much for the ſake of the 
office it{elf, that he wiſhed Mr. Briſtow to deſiſt from his intended appointment, but becauſe it 
would reſſect on the Nabob, and take away the remains. of his (Hyder Beg Cawn's) influence, 
and put him in a manner in competition with a perſon (Iſmael Bey) who declared himſelf his 
ayowed enemy. As Mahomed Bey was a particular. friend and d of his, that therefore, 
if this intended appointment was to take place, every officer of government would naturally 
conclude, that neither the Vizier or his minifter had power to fill or remove from offices, but 
that fuch authority was lodged in Hyder Beg Cawn's enemy, the friend of Mr. Briſtow above- 
mentioned, I was further defired very earneſtly to endeavour to prevail on Mr. Briſtow to 
poſtpone that appointment, but to do it in the moſt delicate manner poſſible.) I ſpoke accordingly 
to Mr. Briſtow, and told him I underſtood he meant to fend a new ſezawul to Furruckabad, one 
Mahomed Bey, a friend of Iſmael Bey, and that it was contrary to the Vizier's and - miniſter's 
inclinations, for which I added many reafons. On this Mr. Briſtow aſked me, whence I heard 
ſuch a report ? I anſwered him, That nothing of ſuch a nature could be long concealed in a 

lace like this. He then ſaid it was true he had ſuch an intention (of removing of Mahommed 
Syed Cawn) but that it was at the recommendation of 2 Beg Cawn himſelf, I replied, 
that I thought it rather extraordinary, that Hyder Beg Cawn ſhould remove from an office a 
man of his own choice, and whom he in a manner fupported, to place an enemy of his. To 
this Mr. Briſtow again repeated, that it was entirely at the miniſter's recommendation; that 
the ſezawul was removed, and Mahommed Bey appointed to ſucceed, This aſſertion made me 
inform Mr, Briſtow, that I had it in charge from the miniſter to repreſent to him againſt that 
appointment, for the reaſons mentioned above. and which I explained fully. If I remebmer 
right, Mr, Briſtow. anſwered, It was very extraordinary; that he would ſpeak to the miniſter, 
and explain that matter with him. The next day Mr. Briſtow ſpoke to me, and told me he 
had talked with Hyder Beg Cawn about ſending Mahommed Bey to Furruckabad ; and that 
he had returned for anſwer, that what Mr. Briſtow was doing, or would do, was well done.“ 
On. my relating this to the miniſter, he acknowledged it was true, that Mr. Briſtow had put 
ſuch queſtions to him, and that he made ſuch an anſwer; not being able to give him a flat 
denial : and befides, he had been cautioned by me to obey Mr. Briftow, as related before. 


10. In anſwer to this queſtion J have to repreſent, that, at the time alluded to, the Visier ſent 
me ſeveral meſſages, deſtring me to tell Mr. Briftow, that he would not agree or conſent to 
* the appointment of a treaſurer, Dewan and Adawlet, in the mode propoſed by Mr: Briſtow; 
© and that if Mr. Briſtow continued to inſiſt, as he had faid he had orders from the Board to 
© doit, that the Vizier would be compelled to go in perſon to Calcutta; to repreſent his caſe, 
* and reaſons for not agreeing to ſuch appointments, if Mr, Briſtow would not do it himſelf.” 

ſpoke accordingly to Mr. Briſtow; and, as much as I can recollect, he told me he had 
orders from the Board: about thoſe offices, and he muſt obey them.—The Nabob again ſent me 
a ſervant of his, to requeſt I would intercede with Mr. Briſtow, and engage him to write to the 
Board, to beg they would countermand the order he ſaid they had given him. All the anſwer 
L could obtain from Mr. Briſtow was, If the Vizier would write, and ſend him his letter, he 
vould forward it to the Board—Another time I had another meſſage from the Vizier by the 
ame man, who told me he was ſent, at the particular deſire of the Nabob, to explain to me that 

r. Priſtow had, in a late con erence, made uſe of very harſh expreſſions towards him, ſuch as 
the Governor General and council themſelves had never: employed; and that he felt them as 
ſtill more humiliating, from their having been ſpoken in the preſence of Mr. Cowper. The 
affair in queſtion was about the treaſurer and Dewan, and controul of the houſehold expences; 
to which points che Nabob would not in any ſhape conſent, declaring particularly, he would 
not have either Mr. Briſtow or Mr. Cowper, or any European, to ſuperintend or pay the 
x:pences of his houſehold, family, or troops: That, in reply, Mr. Briſtow had ſaid, That if 
his excellency agreed to it, it was well; if not, it did not ſignify ; that he would do it without 
us excellency's conſent. Such were the terms related to me by the man ſent me by the Vizier; 
and further, that the Nabob replied only, That he would by no manner of means have Mr. 

per to ſuperintend his treaſury; but, if Mr. Briſtow inſiiled on having that office regulated, 


that 


that he was not pleaſed at my interpoſition, I begged the perſon ſent me by the Vizier, that he 


< "Theſe are the only terms; and he will take the conſequences of any further oppoſition, His 


ſtances of Hyder Beg Cawn's fears, on account of the complaints Mr. Briſtow had made again 
him to the Vizier, which operated ſo much on him, that he determined in ſeeking protection 


< him in writing.“ 


ſome time in May laſt, to tell Mr. Briſtow, „ That if he choſe to allow me to the 


r 


he would conſent to Tipper Chund, the perſon who was mo his treaſurer, being joined to 
Doarkadaws, a man who had been propoſed by Mr. Briſtow. It not being very agreeable to 
me to ſpeak ſo often to Mr. Briſtow on fuch ſubjects, and the more ſo as it appeared plainly 


would requeſt his maſter to employ ſomebody elſe to carry his meſſages to Mr. Briſtow, as 1 
wiſhed to be excuſed. He however returned ſoon after, and told me his excelleacy had ſaid, 
I have known him of old, and when he was a boy; that I had, been his friend ſo long, and why 
at this moment, refuſe him my aſſiſtance? The man ſaid ſo much, that I was induced to 
promiſe I would ſpeak to Mr. Briſtow on the ſubject. —I did it accordi: gly ; and related every 
word that I had heard. He appeared thoughtful, and ſaid he did not recollect to have made 
uſe ofharſh expreſſions ; but that his inſtructions were poſitive to eſtabliſh, ſuch offices, and that 
they 'muſt be eſtabliſhed. I repreſented to him the Nabob's unwillingneſs to aſſent; and how 
improper, in my opinion, it was, to want to place Mr, Cowper to-fyperintend ſuch an office, 
which would in fact render the Nabob ſublervient to him. Mr. Briſtow, anſwered nothing to 
this, only paſſed ſome ſevere reflections on the miniſter, — The day after, Hyder Beg Cawn 
ſent me his man, begging I would report to Mr. Briſtow, that he had gone to the Vizier with 
his written order (on the ſubject of the above) but that the Nabob would not conſent : That he 
had made uſe of every perſuaſion in his power, to no purpoſe : That the Vizier had ſhed tears 
on account of the repeated ill uſage he had met with from Mr. Briſtow, and had ſaid, he would 
not remain in the provinces 2 if the Board did not countermand the orders Mr. Briſtow 
mentioned, on the points in conteſt, that he muſt quit Lucknow, and go to Calcutta, to throw 
himſelf before the Board, in order to be heard in his repreſentations. This meſſage I repeated 
in the evening to Mr. Briſtow, but I do: not exactly recollect his anſwer; only F though be 
appeared ſince to relax from the intended appointment of Mr. Cowper to ſuperintend the 
treaſury.— However, I have a note of Mr. Briſtow, on the ſubject of one of the many repre- 
ſentations I was neceſſitated to make to him, in which he ſays, © You'll not underſtand me. 
„Hyder Beg Cawn has been the cauſe of all the miſchief in the country, as well as to me: He 
«< muſt obey every order ſimplicitly, and not ſet the Nabob at rejeCting reaſonable requeſts. 


* Complaints ſignify nothing.“ 


11. Ido recollect to have, in the courſe of general converſation, either from Mr. Briſtow, or 
at leaſt from perſons in his preſence, heard, that the Nabob had many unneceflary ſervants, 
and a vaſt number of uſeleſs animals. In particular it was mentioned that he had Fifty 
Barhers; but I am not certain of any orders being given about the reduction of their 
number. | 


r 


12. In my anſwer to the dend queſtion, 4 already given a detail of the harſh expreſſions 
of which the Nabob Vizier complained : | have heard of no other. 75 PK... 


13. I have already, in my anſwer to the roth queſtion, and in other parts of theſe ſheets, 
declared what I know relative to the firſt part of this queſtion ; I cannot aſſert any thing 


poſitive, | | 


14. 1 cannot ſay poſitively any thing on the ſubje& of this queſtion; only that I know of 
orders iſſued by Mr. Briſtow to the officer ſtationed with the Phouſdar of Kyrabad, © to take 
cc effectual meaſures to prevent the Phouſdat from making any payments to other taukadars, 
< till the full amount of the Company's aſſignments be diſcharged ; and that he inſiſted upon no 
< part of the collections being appropriated to other purpoſe than the demand of Government. 


I alſo undetſtand that the miniſters roſſoum has not been paid by the Aumil of Allahabad, in 
conſequence of ſimilar orders, | | 


15. I have already, in my anſwer to the 5th ueſtion, related what I knew of the circum- 


either in my houſe or Mr. Briſtow's. Both Hyder Beg Cawn's man, and the Vizier's,, who came 
to me on that ſubject, ſaid to me, that Mr, Briſtow had told the Vizier © to act as he thought 
proper with his miniſters. I hat nobody would find fault with it, and that he would give i 


16, To this queſtion I cannot anſwer with any degree of certainty or recolleQion. 


17. All I know on the ſubject of this queſtion is, that Hyder Beg Cawn did ap 1g I 


* betwixt him and the miniſter, that he, Hyder Beg Cawn, was ready to enter into an) 


_ © engagements he pleaſed, and he would be ſincerely and fairly attached to him.“ I Was Fu 


133 


made acquainted with any other terms of the ſaid coalnamah or en gement; and, on my men- 
tioning the affair to Mr. Briſtow, he ſaid he did not want to make any ſuch agreement with a 
man who had and would deceive him. 1 203 5 nende En 5 5 


18, I have already related, in the courſe of theſe ſheets, many particulars relative to the Shoo - 
kas; and have only to add, that Mr. Briſtow, one time in converſation with me, was expreſſing 
his diſpleaſure with the miniſter,and ſaying he would not obey him. I replied, that I thought he 
had, and even at the riſque of diſpleaſing his maſter, and of creating more enemies; as a proof 
of which, I mentioned, that it was entirely to obey him that he had ſealed and delivered the 
ſnookas for the paymeyt of the Futty Ghur detaghment, which he had done without the Vizier's 
knowledge. Mr. Briſtow appeared aſtoniſhed at my knowing that circumſtance, and aſked me 
if Hyder Beg Cawn had told me fo. (ſeeing he was under. ſecrecy). IL anſwered him, that I knew 
the affair long age, as well as what had paſſed between him and the miniſter on that ſcore, | 


16. In anſwer to this queſtion, I beg leave to obſerve, that I cannot particularize the appoint- 
ment Mr. Cowper had from Mr. Briſtow æeſpecting the Adaulet; but I underſtood from ſeyeral 
quarters that Mr. Cowper ſuperintended ſuch an adaulet; and as a great deal was ſaid about it in 
the courſe of private converſation, and entirely from friendly motives, I aſked Mr. Briſtow how 
x came that Mr, Cowper.had ſuch an office? If I recolle& right, Mr, Briitow replied, that he 
knew nothing about his having ſuch an office. I then told him, that if he knew nothing about it, 
« then Mr. Cowper acted on his own account.“ I further told Mr. Briſtow, & that the blame, 
« jf any, would fall on him, and adviſed him to order Mr. Cowper to deſiſt,” The next day, 
or ſoon after, a perſon from the miniſter informed me, that Mr. Cowper had ſummoned the mi- 
niſter's head banker to appear before him, and threatened him with his (either Mr. Cowper or 
Mr. Briſtow's) diſpleaſure, for not complying with the ſummons which was ſent him to anſwer 
to a complaint againſt him. As this affair Was notorious, and many bankers and principal mer - 
chants ot the town were uneaſy in conſequence, I mentioned it to Mr. Briſtow, and told him 
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A letter from Colonel M artin, incloſing his replies to the interrogatories, 


_ signed) | : 
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3 General. 
I haye read them, and recommend _ a copy be ſent a nutuber in the e 


Mir. Stables; 5 7588 | 3» 3 ts. 
As the Governor General has f t the * to the interrogatories, juſt te- 
ceived be Colonel Martin, ſhould be ſent a numb rin this packet, I will not. co —.— 
but I think it would have been but 3 6 45 ee ri ight to Have delayed the dag dh them till Mr, 
Briſtow's anſwers to them were received, for t * information of the * of Di- 


e, its 
Mr. „ Wheler: | 
I agree in the ſame ſentiments with Ne, Stables, but will not object to the Governor General's 
ALAN | 

(Signed) EW, 
Mr. derte 


I agree entirely in the ſame ſentiments with Mr. Stables; and think further, if Colopel Mar 
tin's anſwers to 5 queries are ſent to the Court of Directors before Mr. Briſtow's remarks upon 


his anſwers are received, to accompan ny thee, that the Court of Directors thould be requeſted to | 


ſuſpend their opinioti till they receive Me. Briſtow's Vindication, which cannot, ft VO 
wels he las PDT EN upon the POO but arrive © hers Toy 8 Po N 


. — r 9 ka” af * 
* - +4 * o * - v 
- — s * 


In —— of the foregoing opinions, Colonel! Martin's letter, and his anfoere to the im 
terrogitories, were ſent numbers in the*difpatch'ts the Honourzble the Court of Directors, per 
Barwell; and the minutes of the members of the Board, with that from the Governor General, 


reſpeRiing f their being ſent to Europe, were tranfimitted' a number in the ſame packet. | 


"I . * 
p — | » * 5 ds 
? T7 & CS PR «#43 44 4 "X * o-) — . - 


— T 34 * % - 


The _—_ letter from Colonel Martin was received r the en on a tte 3d lm. 


Sir, 


I beg you would be ſo 50 mould there be a neceſſity for it, to repreſent to the Honourable 
Board, that, in compliance with their orders to furniſh Mr. Briſtow with a on of my anſwers 
to 0 . interrogatories, I am getting them copied, and he ſhall have them fhart * Ta 
mentioning it in my letter of yeſterday to the Board. 


1 am, &c, 


Lucknow, (Signed) Cr. MARTI N, 
24th Dec. 1783. | | 


——_—_— 


The letter to Mr. Briſtow, recorded in the laſt proceedings, having been 2 3 and cir- 
culated for ſignature, the following minutes from Mr. Stables, Mr. Macpherſon, and Mr, hoſe 
ler, were received by the Secretary, and immediately ſent by him to the Governor General, w 


_— is entered after them, together with a letter which he propoſed to be nen © the 
IZICT, | 


"Fs Mr 
0 


r „ „„ _ ms „ . ws 


1 39 J 


Mr. Stables. N WO SIS. | | Eos DAS 24 Jatokry: 
By the letter to Mr. Briſtow, as it is propoſed, no notice is taken of the bankers ſecurity, but 

there is an abſolute recall. We ought to ſee the letter to the Vizier, &c. before that ta Mr, 

Briſtow is diſpatched, | 


Mr. Macpherſon. 

I have ſeen Mr, Stables's objection to ſigning the letter for withdrawing the Reſidency from 
Oude, before he ſees the Governor General's letter to the Vizier on the ſubject, and relatiye to 
"the ſhroff's ſecurity. As the Governor General has taken upon himſelf the reſponſibility, I take 

it for granted, that, in his letters to the Vizier and his miniſters, he will explain to them the 
neceſſity of remitting to himſelf the proper ſecurity, before the Vizier gives the Reſident leave 
to withdraw. Were we to direct Mr. Briſtow not to quit the Vizier's court til 
queſtion was given and tranſmitted hither, 1 ſuſpect that the Vizier's mi 
that the Reſident's preſence created delays in obtainin 
tion to ſigning the letter to Mr, Briſtow, as it ſtands A 
it likewiſe, and remove any difficulty that is ſuggeſted. 


| the ſecurity in 
minifters would repreſent 
the ſecurity, I have therefore no otjec- 
imagine the Governor Getieral will Trgn 


(Signed) E 
JOHN MACPHERSON: 


— 


* 


L have ſeen Mr. Stables's letter, and Mr. Macpherſon's anſwer. The obſervations made by 

the former are much to the purpoſe, and I think the anſwer very ſatisfactory. Let them be re- 

ferred to the Governor General. e 0 el ee 
Ge . w. 


irn <A eats 


8 — 1 


—— „ w—_— 


ee ought to be given for the arrears and current demands, before the Reſident is wich- 
wn, | p | * TY os | 
(Signed) J. S. 


— » % XY 
_— — n 
i 


— 


I have written the draft of a letter for the purpoſe required, and in the terms which ſeem to be 
_ conformable to the ſenſe of the other members of the Board. I ſubmit it to them for cor- 


rection, It cannot, I apprehend, be more particular; and I have no doubt of the Vizier's ex- 
erting himſelf to give the ſecurity required without delay. oO 


(sse) W. H. 


COPY. of a letter from the Honourable the Governor General to tlie Nabob Vizier. 


After a very full and mature conſideration of the ſtate of your Highnels's country and govern- 


Mae it has been reſolved by myſelf and the gentlemen of the council to accept of the offer, 
me time ſince made by your Highneſs, of the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſpon- 


llity for the diſcharge of tha balance due from you to the Company, and for the growing pay- 
ments of the ſubſidy and other current expences, on the condition of the recall of Meſſrs. Briſtow 
| * Cooper, and withdrawing the Company's Refidency from your Court. You will of courſe 

: — neceſſity of taking the moſt ſpeedy means to obtain fuch ſecurity, and to deliver the ſame 
4 r. Wombwell, who has orders to receive charge of all the papers of Mr. Briſtow's office, 
c to remain for the purpoſe of keeping the accounts of payments made from your circar tothe 
Badem f. And it is my requeſt that your Highneſs will then, and not till then, give to Mr. 


leave in form to withdraw, He will accordingly depart; and return to Calcutta; and 


/ 


N 


ſignify your order to Mr. Cooper, and the other aſſiſtants of his office to the ſame effect, that 
they may alſo return to Calcutta, „ 


AU / p TOE 
e eee e 
0 6 lied. 1 Secy, | : > 


19 


” The foregoing letter to the Vizier, having been approved by the other members of the Board, 
was returned to the Governor General; and the fair letter having been received by the Secretary 
from the Governor General in the morning of the 6th inſtant, Mr. Wombwell was immediately 
diſpatched to Lucknow with the letter for the Nabob Vizier and Mr. Briſtow, 


3 


— 


— 2 3 1 
* * 1 3 #7 «ww A 4-7 


"© The Secretary begs leave to lay before the Board copies of his letters to the Vizier, Mr. 


_  Brilfow, aud to Mr. Wombwell. 


ws j | 7 g | 7 * 2 
I tranſmit to you incloſed for your information, by order of the Governor General and Coup- 
_ ©], a tranſlation and copies of letters written by the Governor General to his Excellency the V. 
zier. You and your aſſiſtants will withdraw from Lucknow when Mr. Wombwell informs you 
that he has obtained the ſecurities ſpecified in the former. 3 
88 | Jam, &c, 
Council Chamber, Carre”) (Signed) E HAY, 
Secret Departmt, | 

gift Decem. 1783. 


Secy. 


Sir, 8 SPY 

I obey the orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in requiring you to 
repair immediately; to Lucknow : and the Reſidency being withdrawn from that ſtation, on his 
Excellency the Vizier's offer, on ſuch condition, to give the ſecurity of bankers of honour, cre- 
dit,” and reſponſibility, for the diſcharge of the balance due from his Excellency to the Company, 
and for the growing payments of the ſubfidy and other current expences, it is the Board's com- 
mand, that-you receive ſuch ſecurity from the Vizier, and the charge from Mr, Briſtow of the 
accompts and papers of his office: It is the Board's order alſo that you remain at Lucknow, tor 
the. purpoſe of keeping the accompts of payments made from the Vizier to the Company. The 
Vizier has been deſired to give Mr. Briſtow leave in form to withdraw, when his Excellency has 
given the ſecurity before mentioned, and not till then.  I.incloſe two letters to the Vizier from 
the Governor General, and two to Mr. Briſtow, which you are directed to deliver to them re- 


ſpectively, immediately on your arrival at Lucknopp. 7 
: 2? EE | Te i e F; 1 
Fort William, (Signed) | E. HA. V, oi 
Secret Department, | -* es 
3d Jan. 1784. | | | 


— —— 


1 following letters having been received from Mr. Briſtow on the 5th and 12th inſtant, were 
© _ circulated to the members of the Board for their peruſal. CAT | 


Gentlemen, | i | e WT 
l beg leave to inform you, from intelligence tranſmitted to me by Major Brown, that i 45 
pears that the Seiks have formed deſigns of renewing their depredations at the uſual ſeaſon o 27 
year. I referred this intelligence to the conſideration of Colonels en and 9 
at the ſame time expreſſed my opinion that there was no immediate cauſe of alarm. Should, Fatt 
ever, the Seiks attempt the invaſion of the Vizier's dominions, the troops at Barelly and un 
Ghur would be a ſufficient force to repel them. . „ 85 
Within theſe few days I have received information from Lieutenant Colonel Knutſon, cone, 
borating the circumſtances mentioned in Major Brown's letter; I have in conſequence a 7 


Colonel. Cumming, a:ſecond.time: an. che ſubje@, and have, recommended 3 continuance of tha 


detachment in Rohilcund, as a. meaſure. abſolut 


affignments on Mahomed Cauzim Cawn and Rajah Senut Sing: the former in particular, has 
ſhewn great dilatorineſs in paying his kifts, there being a balance due from him of one lack and 
forty-nine thouſand rupees (Rs 1,49,000), excluſive of laſt year's balance, The ſum total of 
the aſſignments on theſe Aumils is thirty-ane lacks, 


* I have the honour, &c. 


Lucknow, Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
26th Dec. 1783. 


] have been honoured with your letter of the 16th ultimo, enjoining, mo to be careful that no 


act or permiſſion of mine do, in any inſtance, or in the ſmalleſt degrees countera@ your direc- 
tions given to Colonel Sir 


camp at Futty Ghur. 


At the time Mr. MLean firſt applied to me, it was in the character of deputy boat agent, and 
24 ſuch I procured him his Highnels's purwannahs for carrying on the gublic-fervice, | 


- 


The bankers here not being able to give bills on-Ettiah, I have written to Colonel Charles 


Morgan, to know when, and in what manner, he chuſes the money ſhould be ſent or remitted 
on his arrival in his Highineſs's dominions, 


I am, &c. 
Lucknow, N JOHN BRISTOW, 
2d Jan, 1784. Refident at the Vizier's Court. 
Gentlemen, 


I Rad laſt night the pleaſure to receive from Colonel Martin a copy of his anſwers to the 
interrogatories which the Honourable Board thought proper to put to him relative to the com- 
plaints exhibited againſt me by the Vizier, and his miniſter Hyder Beg Khan. After having 
given them the moſt attentive peruſal, I cannot help remarking, that theſe anſwers, wherever 
they are ſupported by the perſonal knowledge of Colonel Martin, far from leading to a condem - 
nation of my condheh, do, as I now humbly conceive, very ſtrongly corroborate the arguments 
and evidence I have already had the hononr to ſubmit to you, in refutation of the maticious 
charges of the miniſter ; pee ſhew clearly, that in all my intercourfe with him, it was my fixed 
relolution to be inyariably and ſolely guided by my inſtructions. For the reſt, Gentlemen, the 
relation of Colonel Martin has heard at Third and Fourth Places, and from Third and Fourth 

erlons, as hg muſt be very certain it would not. be received as evidence hefore any tribunal on 
earth, ſo I am ſurpriſed Cofonel Martin, under this conviction, ſhould have put himſelf to the 
trouble of recording it; more eſpecially, as it was impoſſible that he ſhould be ignorant that 
many of the facts and tranſactions of which he ſpeaks, to wit, the Adawlut, &c. had they even 
eriſted but in report, muſt, from the nature of them, have been capable of the moſt direct and 
politive Proof. I can as little reconcile it to candour, that Colonel Martin ſhould heretofore 
have likened to, or that he ſhould now repeat, tales ſo injurious to the reputations of the perſans 
whom they pointed at ; when, by his own confeſſion, they were for the moſt part communicated 
io him by the parties whoſe intereſt it confeſſedly was to invent and circulate them. I would 
nat be underſtood, Gentlemen, from any thing P have here ſaid, to intend no further reply to 
Colonel Martin's narrative. On the contrary, however lightly I may judge of it, my reſpect for 


e attention due to my own 


onourable Board, who placed me in my preſent ſituation, and t ] | 
nour, which I "conſider as intimately depending upon my conduct in it, equally determine 
me not to ſuffer the moſt diſtant imputation to paſs unnoticed, I ſhall therefore be as early as 
poſſible in ſobmitting to the Honourable Board ſuch an expoſition of the performance in queſtion, 
9 will render this laſt effort of the miniſter to injure my character, and impeach m 
J. 


Vor. 


* an appeal to Colonel Martin's teſtimony, as harmleſs and impotent as any that have 
IV. M | * preceded 


ely; neceſſary. at this geriad,, both. om account” of 
the defence of the country againſt the Seiks, and to aſſiſt in enforcing. pay of tha — 


Refident at the Viger's Court. 


John Cumming, to prevent any emigrations. of Eurogeans from the 


142 J 
preceded it. To prepare this diſpatch, I muſt, however, requeſt from the Honourable Board the 
indulgence of a few days; and the rather, becauſe my time is at prefent much engaged by a variety. 


of public buſineſs, which cannot ſafely be poſtponed, | 
| I have the honour, &c. 


8 MEE) JOHN BRISTOW, | 
aft Jany 17 84. Reſident at the Vizier's Coun. 


* 1 — 


Hononrable Sir, and Sirs, 


A few days ſince, the Reſident at the Vizier's court communicated to me ſome ſuſpicions he 
had entertained with regard to the intentions of Almaſs Ally Khan, ſtating, that he apprehended 
a deſign to attack the magazine at Cawnpore in the abſence of the brigade, and to carry off the 
artillery and ammunition. Though I do not give entire credit to the information, yet, as it is 

. not impoſſible but ſuch an event might happen, I have taken every precaution in my power to 
render the attempt, if made, ineffectual. 


I have therefore, on the it of Major Maclary, ſent twenty artillery men and forty laſcars 
to Cawnpore, to aſſiſt in working the guns, I have completed the field ammunition for actual 
ſervice; and have alſo ordered the detachment, under the command of Colonel Knutſon, at 
Baretly, to march half the way back to Futty Ghur, in order that it might be able to join me in 
the ſpace of two days, ſhould an actual commencement of hoſtilities render a junction un- 


neceflary, 


I have recommended to Major Maclary to croſs the magazine, which I believe is already in 
boats, and the artillery, to the eaſt ſide of the river, which would put it out of Almalg's power 
to lay hold of either before he might be relieved by the troops at this place. 


I was averſe to ordering Colonel Knutſon to join immediately, becauſe I thought it might 
alarm the countrv, perhaps; without ſufficient foundation. I ſhall, however, hold the troops here 
in readineſs to march, the moment I underſtand there is a neceſſity for their ſervice. 


I have the honour, &c, | 
(Signed) JOHN CUMMING.. Colonel, 


— 


— W A. A 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


1 have been honoured with your letters of the 16th December 1783. You are pleaſed to obſerve 

| you have received letters from Mr, Briſtow, on the ſubje& of ſome complaints made by Mr. 

George Maclean, in regard to the detention and plunder of ſome boats and bude. 

rows in the country of Sandy Pallee, rented by Buſſont Roy, and the treatment of bis people by 
the Jemmedars, &c. in that diſtrict. 115 | : 


You are further pleaſed to obſerve, you know not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what 
authority he carries on any dealings in the Viziers country, not having the permiſſion of your 
Honourable Board to reſide there; and expreſs your diſpleaſure at his being permitted to engage 
in private trade, not having a licence. I fhall give all the ſatisfaction I am able regarding Mr. 
George Maclean, and the tranſaction alluded to in your letter. 


reported to me, that many of the boats and budgerows ſtood in need of pee repairs; that 


He then requeſted my permiſſion to go to Lucknow, which T granted him. On his retum 
informed me, that through Mr. Briſtow's influence he had obtained a Purwannah from ths 


* 


: © 


( 43 ) 
deſiring he would protect and aſſiſt him in his buſineſs and purchaſes, As the public ſetvice did 
not require his cloſe attendance, he had my permiſſion to go to Pylibut, being warranted by the 


and, as he afterwards informed me, had his boats and budgerows plundered by the-people of 
Sandy Palle. I believe he ſuſtained a very conſiderable loſs; and I muſt do him. the juſtice to 
add, that 1 never heard a complaint againſt him whilſt he was at this ſtation; and believe him 
to be both a quiet and induſtrious man, and perfectly inaffenſive in his dealings. 


Many acts of violence having been committed by the people of Sandy Pallee, at the requificlon 
of the Vizier, I ſent over a detachment to aſſiſt Buſſunt Roy, the Aumil, in apprehending thoſe 

ity of thoſe outrages: but, finding the troops were employed in a manner different from 
what they were deſigned for, I recalled them. This is all I know of Mr, Maclean's tranſ- 


actions. 


The Reſident, however, has it in his power to give the Honourable Board every information 
they can wiſh on this ſubject, | 


With reſpect to impowering any perſon, whether European or Native, to carry on any trade 
in the Vizier's country, I have never thought myſelf in any degree authorized; my influence 
in this country is bounded by the centries of the camp. In procuring grain for the troops, to 
keep them from ſtarving during. the late ſcarcity, I have been obliged to write in ſtrong terms 
to ſome of the Aumils, and to ſend out ſome detachments; but this was not done without 
repeated orders from his Excellency for this purpoſe, the Aumils paying no regard to his 
orders. x vein; e | = 
Jany Ath, 1784. I have the honour, &c, 

Futty Ghur. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col, 


The following letters from Colonels James Morgan and Ironſide to the Commander in Chief, 
having been yeſterday 1eceived by the ſecretary, were circulated to the members of the 


To Major General Stibbert. 

Sir, | 
In conſequence of Captain Scott your ſecretary's letter of the 18th inſtant, I do myſelf the 
honour to acquaint you, that, immediately upon the ſentence of the General Court Martial 
being publiſhed, I gave out an order, directing Enſign Connor to proceed directly down to 
the preſidency. Incloſed J have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a letter I have received 


from Major M Clary: it confirms my opinion of Almaſs Ali Cawn's having no intention to 
offer offence to our government, or to create diſturbances in the country, | 


beg leave to acquaint you, that the 3d brigade arrived this morning near the bank of the 

river, and will croſs over to-morrow to Bhardwar. They are to march from thence. on the 

2 day; and the ſecond brigade will march on the ſame day, and take up their ground 
urdwar. 8 £ 


On the zd of January my Brigade will all croſs over, and I ſhall proſecute my march dow 
to the preſidency —_— loſs of time. | b 


I have the honour to be, &c, ? 


Camp, Muty Ranſhe Taha, (signed) JAMS MORGAN, 
31 December 1783. 1 . Col. comms 2 Brigde. 


8 9 
= 


To Colonel James Morgan. 
vir, OT : 3 | : 
I have the honour to inform you, that in conſequence of my requiſition to Sir John Cumming 


for. a few artill en, he h 5 | 
ery men, he has thought proper to ſend me 20 Europeans and 40 Laſcars, under 
command of a ſubaltern officer. * 
er © Mr. 


Vizier's authority obtained for him by Mr. Briſtow. He then proceeded on the above buſineſs. 


[ 44 1 


Vis. Piste has fe; in edatquente of my' requaſt to him for a\few companies. (it hu 4, 
the Aurhil hoſtile) ſent me a battalion from Khryabad, Captain MLeod's corps, Slams 
pinies of the third regiment under the command of Lieutenant Wroughton. Ge 

| This force I conceive to be unneceſſary, as the Aumil does not appear to me to enterta; A 

defigns dangerous to our government. 


| I have the honour to be, &c. 
| Canis, | (Signed) W. M. CL AR V, 


28 


27th Decr 1793, Major commanding at —— 
A true Copy. ; | ; | | 
(Signed) H. Lloyd, 
Secm to Col. Morgan. 


* 
— —___ Go __ 


To Major General Stibbert. 


* Sir, 


The brigade ocoffed the Ganges to Allahabad the 1f inſtant, and the ſecond brigade paſſed u 
on the 2d, | 0 


The hoſpital boats are not yet come up; if they do not arrive, however, to-morrow; I ſhall 
no longer wait for them, but order the brigade to proceed on the 5th towards Cawnpore ; where 
we ſhould have been before this, had not the delays occaſioned by making the depoſits of grain 
at different places impeded our progreſs, 8 | 85 


On delivery of the invdices of gtaln brought from Patna to Mr. Fowke, he obſerved it would 
make a convenient ſupply for the ſecond brigade on its way down; ſo that the Company, at all 
events, will not be put to any expence for that particular ſupply. 


Incloſed I tranſmit a copy of a letter from Major M<Clary to Colonel Morgan, in conſequence | 
of which I ſhall order the ammunition brought from Chunar Ghur to be returned thither. 


. | | I am, & e. 
| Camp ut Allahabad, (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, 
| 6 5. 


3d Jan 1784. 5 1 0 


Major General Stibbert. 
Sir, 


In my letter of the 3d inſtant, I adviſed you that, in conſequence of an addreſs from Major 
MClary to Colonel Fe (of which I incloſed a copy) adviſing of their not being the ſmal- 
leſt appearance of diſturbances likely to be received by Almaſs Ally Cawn, it was my intention 
to return the ammunition I had ſeen diſpatched from Chuna Ghur to that place, But being now 
informed by Tſhmael Beg, and papers of intelligence, that the Aumil ſtifl keeps his force coffee 
together in the neiy rhood of Rampoor, and that he has been diſtributing amtnunition to his 
troops, I have altered that intention, and ſhall take one half of the cartridges along with me, 
and leave the other half here for the ſervice of the fourteeath regiment of ſepoys ; which I have 
directed, conformably to your inſtructions, to relieve the battalions of the ſecond brigade, ſtation- 
ed at this place na at Salhone. The leaving ammunition here is the more neceſſary, as the 
guard in the fort of Chounde is continually threatened by a conſiderable armed force of banditt! 
in the neighbourhood of it. 21 : 

| The 


186 ] 
The hoſpital boats did not arrive till yeſterday, when all the recovered men were changed for 


ſuch as were fick in camp. The troops were muſtered to-day, The hoſpital has pr 
on, and the troops will follow to-morrow, without making any halt, until they 


arrive at 
Ca * N 3 
ON I am, &c. K 7g ; b 
Camp near Allahabad, (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, 


5th January 1784. Col. 


ME 


1 
* 


Aan 


pead the following letters from Mr. Briſtow, to Edwatd Hay, Eſquire, Secretary, Ne. &c. 
Sir, | | | | 


] have been favoured with your letter of the 23d ultimo, acquainting me that you had it in 
command from the Board to acknowledge the receipt of my addreſs of the 29th of laſt month, 
and to acquaint me, that having thought ft to tranſmit certain interrogatories to Lieutenant 
Colonel Martin, for his replies to them, they had been pleaſed to direct Lieutenant Colonel 
Martin to furniſh me with à copy of the letter, conformably to the orders ſent him on the 13th 


of laſt month. You will oblige me, by taking an early opportunity to inform the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, that hitherto I have not heard from Lieutenant Colonel 


Martin, —The moment 1 am furniſhed by him with the replies in queſtion, I ſhall not loſe a 
moment in preparing and tranſmitting my anſwer to the Honourable Board. 


1 have the honour to be, Kc. 


JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Lucktiow, | 
gth Dec. 1783. 


— 


„ 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 5 
I this day had the honour to receive your commands of the 10th of September, informing me 
of the ſeparation you had thought proper to make in the duties of your ſecretary, in the ſecret, 
and political, and public departments. | 


-_ 


2 © af I have the Honour to be, xc. | 
Laban, = (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
211t Decr 1783, Reſident at Viar Court. 
- — — 
| Gentlemen, 


| Having waited thus long in expectation of receiving Lieutenant Colonel Martin's replies to 
the interrogatories propoſed to him by the Honourable Board, as communicated to me through 
your ſocretary, in a letter dated the 23d ultimo, 1 have taken the liberty of applying to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Martin on the fubject. I have the honour to fend you encloſed tranſcripts of my 
application, and his anſwer, and beg leave to aſſure you, that as ſoon as I am furniſhed with the 


DS nocd in the letter, I ſhall not loſe a moment in preparing and tranſmitting my anfwer 
h I am, Ke. 8 
Lucknow, EE Ee (Signed) JOHN BRISTO W, 4 25 
3oth Deer 1783. Refidt at the Vizrs Court. 
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c OP Y of a Letter from Mr. 'John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to Lieutenant 
2” SUIT Colonel Claud Martin; dated Lucknow, 29th December 1783. 


I beg leave to ſend you encloſed a copy of a letter from the Honourable Board, through their 
ſecretary ; whenever the replies to the interrogatories referred to are ready, I will be obliged to 
you for them, conformably to the orders ſent you. 7 1 3 


ö — — 


| | Colonel Martin's Anſwer ; the ſame Date, 
| I have received the letter you have been pleaſed to write to me this morning; and in confor. 
mity to the command of the Honourable Board, I will ſend you copy of my anſwer to the inter- 
rogatiories as ſoon as they are copied, 


True Copies. 


. (Signed) J. NE AE, 


Aſſiſt. to the Res: 


ö Gentlemen, 


I have now the honour to encloſe you my correſpondence with the miniſter in reference to the 
conduct of Almaſs Ally Cawn, and the ſuſpicions which, in conſequence of that conduct, I have 
been led to entertain of his fidelity. This circumſtance I have already briefly treated of in my 
addreſs to the Honourable Board, under date the 20th ultimo. 12 


I ſubmit to you, gentlemen, who are in full poſſeſſion of the detail of his adminiſtration, with 
what propriety Hyder Beg Cawn till continues to force upon your repreſentative profeſſions of 
zeal and attachment, or how he can reconcile the pretended readineſs of his obedience to the con- 
ſtant breach of your moſt poſitive commands. A ſtriking example of the oppoſition of his 
theory and practice is now before you. In my inſtructions, under the head of Aumils, is the fol- 

< Jowing direction: Great care muſt be taken in the choice of Aumils. I ſhall not deſcend to 
% particulars, but enjoin one caution only as indiſpenſably neeefary, that no Aumil be appointed 
<« to a frontier ſtation, without ſuch pledge or other ſecurity tor compelling his perſonal appear- 
„ ance whenever required, as may inſure, beyond a doubt, his obedience and fidelity; and 
< both theſe, and others, wherever ſtationed, ought to have the means of ſelf-proteCtion, 
<« to be truſted and fupported.” The miniſter writing to me, in explanation of the meaſures he 
Judged adviſable to adopt fer the purpoſe of aſcertaining Almaſs's intentions, vpon which ſubject 
we had already converſed, expreſſes himſelf as follows: „ And in regard to the letter from Al- 
«< maſs Ally Cawn, acquainting you that he would wait upon you in the middle of Phoos with 
the arrangements of his country, I faid it appeared to me beſt to write to him, encouraging him 
to come; for, by the time your letter reached him, the ſeven or eight remaining days 0 
«© Phoos would be over. If he comes, it removes all doubts; if not, whatever you order I will 
< execute, if you think proper immediately to counteract him to command it.“ From which re- 
cital of his own words, it is evident, that the precautions pointed out and enjoined in the extract 
of my inſtructions herein above mentioned, although ſtrongly and repeatedly recalled to the reco!- 
lection and obſervance of the miniſter by me, have been wholly diſregarded by him. That Al- 
anaſs is left in abſolute poſſeſſion of frontier countries yielding an annual revenue of above ſixt) 
lacks of rupees, without any pledge or ſecurity whatever for his obedience and fidelity, for his 
perſonal appearance, or for the due performance of his engagements with: government—th-t 
conſequently it is as much as ever in his power to pauſe upon the orders of his Sovereign, and to 
obey or refuſe the ſummons that calls him to the preſence, as his inclination or his intereſt may 
direct. Since the effects muſt now in every reſpect be the ſame, it is not, I apprehend, neceffary 
to enter into an examination of the motives that in this inſtance may have prompted the miniſter 
to ſuch anill-adviſed deviation from the preſcribed rule of his conduct. To whatever cauſe it is 
attributed, Whether to a contempt of your authority, to habitual indolence, or to colluſion, Hyder 
Beg Cawn is equally withcut excuſe; and by ſo much the more, as he was well acquainted wit 
the character, diſpoſition, and paſt demeanour of Almaſs ; and theſe certain] y did not in any ſhape 
entitle the latter either to indulgence or confidence. To this wilfulneſs or folly on the part © 
the miniſter, is added a mockery of the groſſeſt nature, when, under the conviction of 3 
by his own management, precluded all poſſibility of option, he gravely ſolicits to de, 


— 
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my final determination, promiſing to acquieſce init; as if our ſituation admitted of a choice of 1! 
expedients, and that to reſolve and execute were alike eaſy ; yet, whilſt he holds this language, | 

he is perfectly convinced of the exiſtence of a dilemma, created by himſelf, which reduces his 
Prince to the diſgraceful neceſſity of temporizing with the moſt iniolent among his ſubjects, or 
adopting the ruinous alternative of compelling his obedience by the ſword. In the mean time, 
gentlemen, Almaſs neither pays his revenues (a), or ſhews any diſpoſition to perform his promiſe, 
or comply with the Nabob's demands to return to Lucknow, although the period fixed by him- 
ſelf is already elapſed. Before | conclude this letter, I muſt take the liberty to ſolicit your orders 
upon the ſubject of it; as alſo with reſpect to the ſeveral ſpecial matters heretofore ſubmitted to 
you, In thus renewing my requeſt to your Honourable Board for the interpoſition of your autho- 
rity to correct the multiplied evils and abuſes of this government, I truſt I ſhall be excuſed by che 
neceſſity of a remedy, and my own utter inability to apply any whatever, | 


Fa | *5;z -Þ have the honour to be, &c. | 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
6th January 1784. „ Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


(a) Out of 48 lacks, I have only reccived 450,900 rupees. | 


— —— 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 18th Mohurum, 1198 Heijira. 


It was always cuſtomary for Almaſs Ally Cawn to pay his kiſts in advance. This year | | 
he does not pay them when due; and, in compariſon with the other Aumils, pays but a ſmall | 
portion, This is aſtoniſhing, and gives me-doubts af his intentions. He has carried off his 
effects, as well as the effects of his dependants and their families, from Lucknow; and it is re- 
ported that there is a correſpondence between him and Mahajee Scindia, for which reaſon I have 
wrote to you, that, ſhould you credit it, you may reflect thereon, and act accordingly. 


* 


— —— 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident 
at the Vizier's Court; dated Mohurrum 19th, 1198 Hugerie. 5 


I have received your letter regarding Almaſs Ally Cawn.—Whatever you order, I am ready | 


to . ſhall wait upon you to receive your orders, and will act with all my endeavours ac- 
cordingly, my | BEN - eg 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 
| Mohurrum 20th, 1198 Hugarrie. ; | 


L have received your letter in reply to mine. It was the intention of my former letter to 
enquire whether you credited theſe reports eee er Ally Cawn or not, that, ſhould 
they be well-founded, whatever you judged proper to be done you would write to me: Nothing 

| can be ſettled on a buſineſs of ſuch importance, except by a written correſpondence. It is ne- 
ceſſary that you, who are his Excellency's. miniſter, ſhould contrive means for the ſafety and 


5 of his country, and the collection of the revenues, and acquaint me of your intentions 


ä 4 ** m 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. J. Briſtow, Reſident at 
on | the Vizier's Court. | Sag a 
I have received your letter regarding Almaſs Ally Cawn V our hirkara's and news writers 
were with him have communicated the intelligence, It is my buſineſs to enquire into affairs. 


8 1 ˙ 2 — — mor ourvtwnetwret  \, o« — —— — 
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{tis | command of my Prince 70 ſhould he the maſter upon this ſubject; whatever v0 op 


Der ſhall be done 


{hall he executed. 


without excuſe: 1 will wait upon you to-mbreow 10 reoei ve your orders which 
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TRANSLATION & x Laer from Mr, J. Bides to Hydet Beg cen, dated Mo 


hortum 2othy 1198 Hejery. 


At our conſultation this da 228 Alauaſs Ally Cawn, you informed me; © That the 
% news writers and hurkarrg's of Rajah Poorum Chund, Who were conſtantly paſſing and re- 
c paſting, had communicated no intelligence whatever relative to a connection or correſpond- 
< ence between Mahajee Scindia and Almaſs Ally Cawh, and no proofs thereof were eſtabliſhed 
« by them; that Zyne ul Abdein, the old and confidential adherent of Almaſs, Had three 
<© months ſince placed his family at Culpee; that, according to the actual ſtate of affairg, it 
« was advifatle to appoint Lalla Takoor Dauſs (the ſaid Cawn's Naib) to the charge of the 
« diſtrict of Byſwanah, now under Ally Ackber, who had managed it ill, meaning thereby to 
cc ſecure Takoor Daſꝰs fidelity; and that all togetlier, with this new and his od dependencies, 
< he would hold countries yielding thirty lacks of rupees per annum: Beſides, I ſhould write to 
« Mr. Anderſon to prevent Mahajee Scindia from encouraging people from theſe quarters; that 
«* Tſhould not mention Almaſs Ally Cawn's name, but write in general terms to Mr, Anderſon, 
that the object might be obtained without diſcloſing the ſecret,” 


J have thus ſtated the ſubſtance of our conſultatien this day 3. and in eaſe I ſhould have com- 
. mitted any error in my explanation of it, be pleaſed to correct it. | | 

| Whereas I had received repeated intelligence of the ſaid Cawn's alliaticeg and, confidering the 
affair of. importance, I apprized you of it. As Takoor Daſs will, more or leſs, have thirty lacks 
under his charge if Byſwana. be given to him, I by no means think the meaſure adviſable to intruſt 
that amount to any one perſon ;. excepting him, be pleaſed to give By{warra to Whoever you 
pleaſe, I have wrote to Mr. Anderſon. The letter which you prepared co Almaſs Ally Cawa 
at this juncture, I think, is a proper one; it will be preſented to you by Moonſhee Mahomed 
Tuker, that it may be diſpatched, | 


TRANSLATION vf a Letrer from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the 
3 | op | Vizier's Court. 11 7 r 


Regarding Almaſs Ally Cawn, I ſaid, © whatever were your orders, T was ready to obey.” 
When I waited upon you, I aſked, © if the intelligence had been communicated by the news 
writers?“ You replied, © it had,” -I then acquainted you, © that the hircarra's and news 
« writers of Rajah Poorum Chund had not mentioned any of the circumſtances” (I have their 
papers), and remarked, that “ there might be perhaps an underſtanding between Almaſs and 
„ them, for which reaſon they were ſilent upon the ſubjet,”—You confulted with me about 
this mattet I faid, * if it Was true, whatever you thought was proper to be done, you would 
„command: And, in regard to the letter frotn Altaf Ally Cawn, acquainting you that he 
would wait upon you in the middle of Poos with the arrangements of his country, I ſaid, © it 
s appettred to the beſt to write to him, encouraging him to come; for by the time your letter 
reached him tlie ſeven or eight remaining days of Poos would be ovet : If he comes, it c- 
& moves all doubts; if not, hate ver you order I will execute, if ydu think proper immediately 
to counteract him to command it.” To this you were pleafed to 4 „you would write to 
< him.” To your queſtions reſpecting Meer Z yne ul Abdein, J repliett, 4 Thar he Had, boot 
« Fix months ago, When Althiiſs Ally Cuwn was here, reqtteſted a finall fort in the Etn diſtri 
< to keep his family there; but not ſucceeding, he procured a place for that purpoſe of Baltadat 
Pundit, at Culpee,” However, his family are not there even at this time; they are at Tick- 
hory, The dwelling of people in general is not-at Bucknow; they are from weſt to eaſt in ever) 
city and town, It is never enquired where ſuch people live: They follow their occupations i 
diſtant places. Regarding gaining- the confidence of the Aumils of Almaſs Ally Cawny I ale 
metitiotiing Tako Doſs ind the feſt, . that there had been a cdrreſpondence, and, if it was your 
< pleaſure, I would renew it; that by tie meaiis of his on people every thing would be brought 
< to light reſpecting Almaſs Ally Cawn's intentions.“ I adviſed, © to give to Takoor Doſs, . + 
* His two ſens, who'it is well Known poſſeſſes Abllities, the managetnent of Afar. — 


199 J 


was what I repreſented to you, that you might give your orders accordingly ; * That Byſwana 

« ſhould be given to him to ſecure his attachment; he will pay a Peiſhky to government. Af- 
« ter one point is gained, you may have whatever patt of the collections you think proper under 
« his management.” To write to Mr. Anderſon, deliring him to apply to Mahajee Scindia 
« to diſcourage any of the people from his Exceltency's e e from ſettling in his coun- 
« try—to write in general terms; for until the point was gained, ſecrecy was neceſſary : That if 
« any means were to be taken of counteraCting, they ſhould be applied with ſecrecy and diſpatch ; 
« however, if it pleaſed you to write in plain terms, you would do ſo.” This is what I adviſed 
during our converſation, It is cuſtomary in council for miniſters to offer their ſentiments ac- 
cording to their underſtandings, and for their ſuperiors to do whatever appears to them belt. 
Whatever you are pleaſed to order, I am ready to obey. I think it'neceflary to acquaint you of 
every thing to the beſt of my underſtanding, All the Aumils are alarmed that their ſituation 
may become the ſame as Khauja Ain ul Dien's. The report from far and near is carried to them, 
that he made excuſes on account of the drought, and is now in priſon. It will be their fate next; 
ſince no allowance will be made in their accounts for the drought. Whatever you pleaſe to or- 


der, regarding Almaſs Ally Cawn, 1 am ready to obey. 


wb 1 
TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, &c. to Hyder Beg Cawn; 
| dated 22 Mohurrun, 1198 Hejery, 


Iam favoured with your letter: Being in expectation of it, I had not forwarded the letter 
which I had prepared for Mr. Anderſon and Almaſs ally Cawn. I hall now, agreeable; to your 
intimation, diſpatch that to Mr. Anderſon, and encloſe another to Almaſs, couched in the terms 
you recommend, of encouragement : Be pleaſed to return it to me, if it meets with your approba- 
tion, that it may be ſent away. In regard to conciliating and attaching the officers under Almaſs 
Ally Cawn and his Naibs to yourſelf, I highly approve; I have repeatedly apprized you of my 
opinion of the inexpediency of entruſting thirty lacks of rupees to any individual, and for- 
bidden its COS | | 


The buſineſs now before us, is the conſideration of the means whereby the money may be 
realized from Almaſs Ally Cawn, and the counteraction of his deſigns, ſhould he have entertained 
any bad ones: The introduction of a concluſion not any way connected with the ſubject in queſ- 
tion, does not forward the buſineſs; affairs are managed by zealous endeavours and loyalty, not 
by contrary poſitions, and a diſpute about words. As you have introduced a compariſon relative 
to the tranſactions with Khajah ain ul Deen, 1 ſhall reply to it conciſely, with a view of pre- 
venting any opening to calumny before the Governor General and council, | | 


beg to be informed in what particular the good conduct of Khajah ain ul Deen has been aſ- 
certained, Is it a proof of it, that the province of Rohilcund is reduced to the Jumma of 20 
lacks, and even to leſs than that ſum; that it is in a ſtate of devaſtat ion; beſides which, that the 
ryots and inhabitants in general bewail the oppreſſion he has exerciſed over them? There is an 
evident and plain anſwer to the terrors of all the Aumils, and Almaſs Ally Cawn in particular, 
from the confinement of Khajah ain ul Deen: The diſſatisfaction and rebellion of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn laſt year was prior to my arrival, or the proceedings againſt Khajah ain ul Deen, I am to 
comprehend it is adviſable that the puniſhment of a guilty perſon ſhould be remitted, for fear of 
exciting the apprehenſion of other offenders. The Aumils have collected the revenue this year, 
and do collect it, and will leave no balance in the country. Seeing and comprebending the fact, I 
ſhall not forego the duty I owe to my ſuperiors, and refrain from enjoining the punCtual payment 
of the Company's aſſignments, from any concluſion drawn by you. It is incumbent alſo on you, 
ir, to afford me your hearty aſſiſtance. | Pe FIG I | 


TR ANSL A TION of a Letter from Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
to Almaſs Ally Cawn, dated Mohurrun 22d, 1198 Hejery. ah 

Your letter, acquainting me that you had inſtructed your Aumils t make the arrangements 
of every village, and that you would preſent them to me yourſelf in the middle of Phoos, and 
regarding your former punctuality, is received. There is no doubt of your former punctuality, 
am happy that you are ſo aſſiduous in the bufineſs of the collections. I think the ſooner you 
N 10 accounts of the arrangements W ao for every thing will be properly ſettled: 
OL, IV. | | 8 e In 
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Ia the mean time you will remit whatever money can; If you can ſend « lirge Tas, 1. 
be agree able to the wiſhes of your friend, e large ſum, it om 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the 
4 | Vizier's Court. 1 N 


Your letter is received, Whatever I related to you, I heard from others; they were not my 
own concluſions, I will be particular in relating to you every thing to-morrow, reſpecting the 
letter to Almaſs Ally Khan ; if it meets with your approbation, you will ſend it ; the ſtate of the 
matter will be known. Whenever and whatever you are pleaſed to order me to, reſpecting Al- 
mals Ally Cawn, I am ready to obey without excuſe, | hob 


- 


* 


* 


— 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the 
| Vizier's Court, b | | J ; 


Your letter, dated Mohurrun, 22d, aſtoniſhed me. By what reaſon does my former letter 
appear to you merely nugatory ? Whatever I mentioned regarding the confinement of Khaja ain 
ul Deen, and that people from far and near alarmed the Aumils, by cauſing them to ſuppoſe that 
the ſame fate would be theirs, is not a concluſion of mine; it is the report of thoſe perſons you 
confide in, and who wiſh to alarm the Aumils, that they may refgn cheir office: This, to my 
underſtanding, appeared improper, for which reafon I repreſent it to you; in return, you were 
| pleaſed to write that it was a concluſion of mine. I am the miniſter; to act ſo, is not my buk- 
neſs : I did not mean under this veil to recommend either Khaja ain ul Deen, nor Almaſs Ally 
Khan; I only told you, clearly and plainly, what others ſaid, and what appeared to me impro- 
per. Had I known that it was your inclination that they ſhould talk in this manner, I would not 
Have repreſented it to you. | x. mb tas, | 


* 


Why have you been pleaſed to apply the word lo ? The Engliſh gentlemen who were here 
formerly, — all the world, know that for ſix or — years &y — for both govera- 
ments, which are in reality united, with zeal, Whenever you will pleaſe to judge impartially, 
will not truſt thofe who are intereſted : My zealous conduct is eſtablithed, and will continua 

am ready with my life in the ſervice. Lacks of rupees have been and will be loſt, from the ad- 
vice of the intereſted; but theſe are to be imputed to me; juſtice is in the hands of ſuperiors, 
1 ſhall not give my opinion regarding Khaja' ain ul Deen's buſineſs : They who are intereſte! 
may adviſe whatever ſuits them. Regarding the Jummaof Rohilcund Jaſt year, fomebody has 


caſioned by the drought, or the mifmanagement of ſomebody. The country is hundreds of 
miles wide, and contains lacks of inhabitants, that are aiflicted with a calamity from heaven. 
Mahomed Cazim Cawn is a confidential perſon, and holds fourteen. mehals in that country. 
Enquire in juſtice what is the reaſon of the deficiency ?—You fay © you are to comprehend 
ci that the puniſhment of the guilty ſhould be remitted, for fear of alarming other offenders,” 
To puniſh all alike is proper; you have puniſhed one perfon for the fame offence that others are 
guilty of. They who have pleaded the drought as an excuſe, when it is not felt. in their diſtricts 
who have been indulged with diminutions; and have been credited for extraordinary charges the) 
are at their eaſe employed in the collections, and hold others in ridicule, They have this year 
endeavoured to make the khreef harveſt fall ſhort : I have repreſented to you that i. were not 
right, for the deficiency is not ſo much. The money is to be collected with pains. felated to 
you that Neger Ally Beg, the Aumil of Goonda, refuſed to anſwer for more than two lacks of 
rupees of the Tunkaws ; he however gave a bond for three lacks of rupees: And in this manner 
the others would be made to give bonds, They who miſmanaged would not pay, nor will they 
at prelent. I am ſettling affairs; but you point out a different mode. Intereted people hare 
not ſo much zeal for the ſervice as I have: they extend their wiſhes of a failure beyond their own 
diſtricts, . Wh | e 


Regarding Almaſs Ally Cawn, whatever you are pleaſed to order, I ſhall not heſitate to obe). 
It is impoſſible to diſcloſe the intentions of any perſon's heart: if he comes, it will remove © 
doubts. Thinking this a matter of importance, I have taken the liberty of offering my ſentry 
ments upon it, in hopes you will afford me your aſſiſtance; that the buſineſs of both bn 


been miſtaken in their repreſentation, by 15 lacks of rupees; the deficiency has either been oc - 


1 al. 1 1 


1 1 


ene which ere in reality united, be accempliſhed ; and I ma) be fafe from the calumny of t 
* and perform md ſatisfaCtorily, . 390 FRG *. 
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TRANSLATION & a Letter from Mr. John Brifkow, Ge. to Hyder Beg Cawn ; 
I d bn dated Moburrem 26th, 1198 Hejery. 


Your letter of the 24th, in reply to mine of the 22d inftart, I have received, I am ſurpriſed 
at underſtanding its contents, which ate a centradiction to motorious facts: On this account T 
deem it right to anſwer you in the moſt conciſe terms, and a few words will ſuffice, More thin 
three months have elapfed ſince I have repeatedly addreſſed you, both verbally and by letter, to 
realize the kiſts, ſettle the diſtricts and affairs dependant on Mirza Caſſim, Mir Mahommed 
Haſſim Cawn, &c. You now hold a language in direct oppoſition to my conduct; that thele 
« Auinils are worthy df confidence; that they are conlirmed in their offices, and look at others 
« with ridicule.” I conſider a reply to ſuch obſervations as totally uſeleſs, * 


—— 


—— 


6 — — 


— 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply te Mr. Briſtem W 
dated 26th Mohurrem 1 198. Wo 


[ have received your letter. I repreſented to you the ſituation of thoſe perſons who occaſioned 
loſſes to government, are continued in ofhce, -conkded in, and ridicule others. You are pleaſed 
to ſay, © this isan entire contradiction of notorious facts, and aſtoniſhing to you, I have re- 
« peatedly direCted. you to attend to the realization of the revenue, and ſettlement of the affairs 
« of Mahomed Caſſim, Mahomed Haſſim Cavn, &c. The replying te ſuch aſſertions is totally 
& alelefs.” My bountiful fir, many gut affairs, which are clearly a loſs to government, I do not 
repreſent to you; from this apprehenſion, that my repreſentattons do net meet with yout appre- 
bation, You are pleaſed to tell me, that 4 a to theſe is totally uſeleſs 3 but in every Hur 
Ghich I have ſtated to you, whenever you will do fire the favour th aſcertain my repreſentation 
in an equitable way, there will appear no deviation, That perſon who is the incendiary, and 
interrupter of the "airs of government, cauſes lacks of rupees loſs in the Jumma, and in the ex- 
travagant charges: He affords proteRion to other Aumils, and is in your confidence: The Au- 
mils you have ſpecified by name, and ſome other perſons, are all under his influence: The Aumils 
who are his dependants, and by whoſe hands whatever loſs has accrued or does accrue to govern- 
ment, are gratified thereby in their d2pendance on him; and they ſpeak their ſentiments of their 
hearts regarding ther Aumils, and even regarding the Vizier himſelf, I have not ſettled the 
diſtricts under their charge, as you have directed me, for ſome days paſt, from the following ap- 
prehenfion : That, in conjunction with that perſon, every one is intoxicated with fabricating 
| aerial tales and flander; and no perſon conſents to take thoſe diſtricts, © leſt, from verbal and 

written calumny, diſgrace ſhould ultimately fall upon us;” and I alfo am apprehenſive, You 


are the magiſtrate and the maſter ; I am the official agent. Being helpleſs I have repreſented thys 
much of theſe matters to you. 


\ 
\ 
\ [ — 


——— — 


— 


TRANSLATION of By from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 27th 
Mohurrim 1198, 5 


This day we conſulted concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn; and, to prevent miſtakes, I commit to 
writing what paſſed, The particulars are as follows: That we agreed, until an anſwer was re- 
ceived from the letters addreſſed to Almaſs Ally Cawnand Tahoor Doſs, on whom you depended, 
wy further meaſures regarding the:ſaid Cawn ſhould be delayed; and, provided he did not return 
a fatisfactory anſwer with reſpect to the payment of his kifts, that his going away was preferable 
to his remaining on the preſent feoting ; in which caſe, performing the duties of loyalty, imme- 
ſiate meaſures ſhould be fallowed to ſecure the revenue, and the peace and ſafety of the country. 
be to favour me with an anſwer. | | : 


— _— Rm 
—”— 


TRANSLATI ON of Hyder Beg Cawn's Reply to the former. 


1 am favoured with your letter. Before this I repreſented to you, and Ivo ſo now: that I will 
* Horm whateyer orders you may te pleaſed to give me. On my part there is no excuſe againſt 


my 
* ' 


3 


my obedience to your orders; you are the maſter and the magiſtrate; if it is your pleaſure, ap 
prize his Highneſs; if not, it is well. Whatever may be your orders, I will obey. In two of 

our letters, the word loyalty is introduced to perſons who fail in the duties of loyalty ; this fill 
is applicable: intereſted people before now have likewiſe traduced me with various and various 
calumnies, not atittle of which have been proved; now doubts of my loyalty are entertained, 
J hope you will plainly ſpecify the acts in which I have failed in my hoyalty; that, being in- 
formed, I may reply thereto, Among us poor men of Hindoſtan, this word is very bad, that 
Chiefs and Princes ſhould uſe it to the obedient, and ſervants, without the proof of any crime, 
Out of your favour be pleaſed to inform me, in plain terms, why you have applied it to me, I 
will tate other affairs, on paying my reſpects to you. In approving or not approving, you are 
the maſter. | | | 


18 . A 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, goth e- 
hurrum 1198, ee e 


J am favoured with your letter in anſwer to mine: Be pleaſed to ſpecify the perſons and place 
which are in the ſtate you deſcribe. I hope you will favour me with the particulars of ww 
Aumil, together with the ſettlement of the actual receipts and expences, for my information. 
am always ready to afford you my afliſtance and ſupport. 


8 


2 


__—_—. 


TRANSLATION of Hyder Beg Cawt's Reply. 


I am favoured with your letter. You order me to give you the names of places and perſons | 
Before this I ſtated the circumſtances to you, and furni you with the accounts; Again 
agreeable to your orders, they ſhall be preſented to you. CE ME 
| A true tranſlation, 

(Signed) ROBT GREGORY, 
Aſſist to the Rest at the Vizier's Court. 


— 


— 


— 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Cofultations, 3d February 1784. 


The following letters having been received from Mr. Briſtow on the 21ſt ultimo, they were 
&irculated for the peruſal of the members of the Board. 


Gentlemen, 

Incloſed I have the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a letter I have received from Mr. 
James Anderſon; and, as I conceived the ſubject to be a matter of importance, I informed him 
of my intentions to make a reference to your Honourable Board: At the ſame time I cal 
upon the acting miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, to point out the moſt eligible means of preventing 
undue exaCtions, and alſo obviate commotions natural on the aſſembly of ſo numerous a body ot 

pilgrims. | 


Mr. Anderſon having mentioned the exactions made by the Subah of Allahabad, I requeſted 
him to aſcertain under what pretences, and through whom, they were collected. The V izier has 
repeatedly iſſued his commands, forbidding any more being required than the authorized duties; 
and I have ſpoke myſelf to the Subah on the ſubject. He excuſes his own conduct; and informs 
me there are, beſides himſelf, many other perſons (particularly the Killedar) in authority at Alla- 
habad, independent of him ; that he has enjoined his own people to avoid making ſuch exactions, 
and precluded every complaint as far as lies in his power. 


I am, &c. | 3 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
rꝛ0th January 1984. | Reſident It the Vizier's Court. 


{ 8.) 


COPY of aletter from Mr, James Anderſon to Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the Court of 

| the Vizier, dated Scindia's Camp, 3d January, 1784. | "il 
Bow Buckſey yeſterday informed me, that Scindia had received intelligente of a very large 
| party of pilgrims, amounting to 10 or 12,000, having reached Saghur, in their way tot De- 
can, He obſerved, that, having already made ſo many applications for exemptions of duties, he 
could not think of making more, eſpecially in the preſent inſtance, where the amount was fych 
as to render it an object of conſideration to his Excellency: but he hoped that on this occafion 
ſome fixed and certain regulations might be laid down, ſo that the pilgrims may be exempted 
from the arbitrary exaCtions of the Aumil of Allahabad, He ſaid, that although the oppreſſions 
exerciſed over the pilgrims there were ſuch as had occaſioned great complaints, yet he had reaſon 
to believe that they were unknown to his Excellency; who, he underſtood, derived but little 
benefit from this branch of his revenue, in compariſon of what it was capable of yielding him, 
without any burthen to the pilgrims, if properly regulated. And he was the more earneſt on 
this point, becauſe the fame of the attention ſhewn laſt year to Sevajee Eetul, had induced many 
Mahrattas of high rank either to proceed themſelves,” or ſend their families, to make the Pgrt” 
mage this year. From the intelligence he had received from Poonah, of other parties, beſides 
the preſent, which were to ſet out on this account from thence in the courſe of this ſeaſon, he 
ſuppoſed that, including ſuch as had accompanied Moodajee's daughter from Nagpore, the ſum 
of the whole pilgrims this year from the Deckan would be little leſs than 50,000, AY 


I informed Bow Buckſey, in reply, that I would not fail to communicate this matter to you ; 
but that, as your own judgment, founded on your ſuperior information of the ſubject, would ſug- 
geſt to you how far it was proper to make any application to his Excellency with regard to the 
eſtabliſhment of new regulations, that is (as he afterwards explained himſelf) the fixing a parti- 
cular aſſeſſment on each horſeman, footman, palankeen, &c. I could not, therefore, give him 
any aſſurances on this head. In the mean time, as the requeſt of Scindia, in the limited view 
in which I am capable of conſidering it, appears not unreaſonable; and as I am certain, from the 
intereſt he takes in the concerns of the pilgrims, that a compliance with it would gratify him ex- 
tremely ; I beg leave to recommend it to your conſideration. It is not, I underſtand, his with, 
that his Excellency ſhould ſuffer any dettiment ; but only, in fixing the particular rates himſelf, 
it may not be in the power of the Aumils to exact beyond them. G 


A true copy. 


(Signed) J. NE AV E, 
| Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


NA 


\ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


In my letters of the 1 3th and 20th ultimo, I had the honour to acquaint you with the reaſons 
that induced me to reinforce the troops left for the defence of Cawnpore; ſince then, Colonel 
Morgan having deemed two regiments and a battalion of ſepoys a ſufficient force for the protec- 
tion of the magazine, &c. at that place, Major Maclary has, at my requiſition, ordered the two 
companies of the third regiment, and the Reſident's guard, to return to their reſpective ſta- 


tions, a 


Subſequent to my letter of the bth inſtant, I have received further accounts from Almaſs 
Ally Cawn's camp, of his having ſecured a retreat for himſelf and his dependants in Mahajy 
Scindia's dominions, and alſo of his ctoſe connection with that chief. Three days ago his Vac- 
keel again left Lucknow, with aletter from me, explaining in general terms my ſentiments of his 
conduct, and requiring a final fettlemeht of the revenue he propoſed paying. 


I have repreſented to ou, in my addreſs of 22d ultimo, the diſtreſs of the troops at Futt | 
Ghur. I now-have the honour to encloſe extracts of two other letters on the ſame ſubject, whic 

have ſince received from Colonel Sir John Cumming. T have the pleaſure t inform you, that 
T have furniſhed his detachment with above a lack and a halt of rupees, and ſhall ſhortly fend a 


ther ſupply, The | 
15 4 7 I have the honour, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRIST OW, 
ich January, 1784. B Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Vor. IV. >Þ EXTRACT 


( 54 ) 


+ 


0 


EXTRACT of a letter from Colonel Sir John ming to Mr. Brifkow, Reſident at the Viniep: 
GT ie Court, dated Futty Ghur, 22d mber, 1783. | | 
Wie have net aday's provifion beforehand, nor ſcarcely know whence to procure any ſubGift. 


ence; but what heightens our diſtreſs, is the total want of money, without which I do not think 
we could march, however urgent the occaſion might de. 


o—> 


—— md 


— 2 * 


EXTRACT of a letter from ditto, of the ſame date. 
Our diſtreſs for money and grain is ſuch, that never any troops in this ſervice before experi. 


enced, With reſpe& to grain, I know it is not in your power to give us aſſiſtance, as the officers 
of the Vizier's government pay no attention to any letters from him or you, and haye never fur- 


niſhed one ſeer, 


I have to beg of you to diſpatch Lieutenant Browne with whatever money you can furniſh, 
however ſmall the ſum ; and I have ordered Lieutenant Peche, who was gone to Cawnpore with 
a detachment of artillery, to proceed from thence to Lucknow, and he will eſcort any money 
that: may be ready there for this ſtation. 


True extracts. 


(Signed) | J. NE AVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 


at the Vizier's Court, 


Xs. A. . _ — — 


The following letter, and its incloſures, received from Mr. Briftow on the 23th ultimo, and im- 
| mediately circulated to the members of the Board, 


Gentlemen, 3 ö 
Encloſed I have the honour to tranſmit yeu a copy of a letter I have received from Lieutenant 
I am, &c. 
Lucknow, ag (Signed) JOHN BRIST OW, 
18th January, 1784. Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


COPY of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon to Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the 
DE Vizier's Court, dated Camp near Barelli, 8th January, 1784. 


F have to inforni you, that I have received advice of a large body of Seiks, ſaid to amount to 
20,000 cavalry, being arrived at Burrin, a place on the banks of the ſumna. The near viciuty 
of ſo formidable a body of theſe freebooters, with the rumour which prevails of their deſigning 
to attempt an entrance in this province by the Ghaut, between Nurana Ghur and the Harda- 
war, has greatly alarmed the inhabitants of the diftrifts in that neighbourhood; and as Rajab 
Soocut Sing the Aumil of this country, has in conſequence applied to me to take meaſures for 
preſerving the tranquillity of thoſe parts, I have addreſſed Colonel Sir John Cumming for his 
inſtructions regarding the advancing of my detachment; in the mean while I have ſent orders 
to the officer commanding the V izier's forces to keep a vigilant guard ayer the Ghauts. 


His Highneſs the Vizier, I hear, will'not be at this place beffire the middle of this month— 
When he arrives, I ſhall wait on his Highneſs, agreeable to his deſire, and inform him of ever} 
circumſtance which may have come to my knowledge concerning the Seiks and the other powet? 
on theſe frontiers, | V 


It is with pleaſure dere inform you, chat the long-wiſhed for rain, which we have lately hat 
in great abundance in theſe parts, has happily relieved the inhabitants from the fear they * 


6555 


under of a famine, owing to the long drought, and given a new and 


happy turn to the face of 
this country. The price of grain in conſequence thereof is exeb6dinghy dd. 1 
| A true Copy. 
(Signed) JL NE AVE, 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident 
, | | | 


at the Vizier's Court. 


— hee 7—˙——— 


The Accotnptant General not having been yet informed of the withdrawing of the, Reſideney 
from Lucknow, or the reſolution be bo accept the ſecurity of bankers of known credit fihd rt- 
ſponſibility for the payment of the balance due from the Vizier to the Company, and of the cur- 
rent kiſts, and of the directions given to Mr, Wombwell; | | 


* 


Ordered, That the Secretary do make him acquainted therewith, 


A ; — —— 
* "4 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 19th February, 1784. 


Tun following letter, and its encloſure, having been received from Mr. Briſtow, on the 6th 
inſtant, were circulated to the members of the Board for their peruſal. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


Immediately on the receipt of your commands of the 31ſt ultimo, I addreſſed his Highneſs, 
who was abſent in Rohilcund upon a hunting party, and irted a copy of my addrifs th his 
miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn; copies of theſe, and the anſwers I received I take the Hiberty 40 
tranſmit you in the accompanying paper.— Ihe Visier reached me only this day. 1 
My continuance at this court now depends upon the Vizier; I ſhall leave Lucknow whenever 
his Highneſs performs his part of the engagement, and gives me my leave of departure, In order 
to prevent any unneceſſary delay or counteraction of the plan you have thotght proper to adopt, 
| have ſolely employed my time, - firice the reteipt of otders of tttall; it adfuftifig the affal 
of my es whieh unavoidably precluded me from à poſſibility ef eorhpletitth | olle. 
tions on Lieutenant Colonel Martin's anſwers to the interrogatories, and Will, I h FF: be dee med 
a ſufficient excuſe for my poſtponing them, or any final explaiatiort e the ſtate of your Affairs 
in theſe provinces, until I proceed upon my journey to the Preſidency, b | 


I have the honour, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
th Jan. 1784, Bos ' Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
TRANSLATION of a Letter from Me. Briſtow to his Highneſs the Vizier, dated 26th 


January 1784, or 26th Suffer 1 198, 


The Honobrable Governor General and Council having agreed to your Highneſs's offer, of 
Paying the debt to the Company, and the current kiſts, they have in conformity thereto com- 


municated their commands to me, and directed that whenever Mr. Wombwell ſhould receive from 
* Highneſs the ſtipulated ſecurity, to inform me of it, and I, and the gentlemen connected 


wih my office, ſhould leave Lucknow. I have the efore the honour to repreſent to your High- 
neſs, that Lam 


es, ready to' obey the orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Council ; 

11 in the execution of them, agreeable to their commands, and from the long attachment Which 

ef rela upon my heart towards your Highneſs, I ſhall conform to your directions in the mode 
| ui 


your thing my offeey. ſo as to prevent as muchi av poſſible any interruption in the affairs of 
government, a 


From 


kenn Me Drift e has Do Cam, 21 January 178, or 7th dle 11. 
A copy of the letter which I had * the honour to addreſs to his Highnels, I encloſe for 
TOES | a 


* 


2 


Hyder Beg in Reply. ws 


| 1 n your letter; the contents of the addreſs you diſpatched to his Highneſs, and of 
which you favoured me with a copy, are made known to me. — It! is probable his Highneſs will 
* arrive. | 


RT 


From the Vizier to Mr. Briſtow : Received the 27th January, 1784. | 

I have received your letter, and underſtand the contents. I ſhall ſhortly arrive at lun 
when at our meeting all affairs will be concluded. I ſhall arrive quickly. . 
A tue Tranſlation. _ 


JOHN: BRISTOW, 5 
1 1 t. Reſident at the Vizier's Court, | 


.; The following Let: r, * its encloſures, were received from Mr. Wombwell Accountant at 
Lucknow, on the th inſtant, and circulated to the members of the Board; and in conſequence 
of their directions, à copy of the ſecurity engagement of Lallah Bucheſanje and an bund 
Was $ lone wann ene * Macartney. 


Honounble Sir, and Sirs, 


1 have the honour to tranſmit to you the copy of a letter 1 4 received from the Vizier, and 
à tranſlation of the ſecurity e original being with me) offered by the Vizier for the diſchar 
of the balance due from his Excellency to the Company, and for the growing Pre of 
ſubſidy, and other current expences. 
am, &c. 


Lucknow, ” (Signed) L WOMBWELL | 
27th Jan. 1784. | CEE Accountant, 


From the Vizier to Mr. Wombwell: Received 7th February 1784. 


60wꝛw p ñĩ , as :;. 


A letter frm the Governor General to me is arrived, in which, after expreſſing his own r 
and that of the gentlemen of the Council, to my ſituation, he deſires I will procure teeps 
the banks for the ſums due to the Company, and deliver them to you. The teeps are accord- 
ingly ſent to you, and you will therefore 10 agreeable to the orders of the Governor 
Pr of the Council. by: 


— 


TRANSLATION of the 8 from Lala Butchrauje and Faquir Chund to become 
| ade, for the balance due to the Company from the . and for the current 
upon Im. 


The ſum of one crore and three lacks and eighty- four thouſand four hundred and s. 
pees dicca Lucknow, due to the Engliſh Company from the Nabob V izier on the balance 0 
year eleven hundred and 1 Fuſſully, and for the ſubſidy of their 6 1 and other for 


, . 


for the preſent year eleven hundred and ninety-one Fuſſully, according do the ſtatement adjuſted | 
by Mr. Briſtow The ſaid ſum we have made ourſeives anſwerable for, deduQting ſuch ſums as 
may have been collected on account, by Mr. Briſtow : and whatever ſhall appear to be due, after 
deducting ſuch collections as may have been already made, we engage to pay in ſuch man- 
ner as ſhall be ſettled by Major Palmer for the preſent year, to commence from the firſt of Rub- 
bee ul Owel, and end at Bhaudoon; and the remainder in the courſe of the fuſſullee year eleven 
hundred and ninety-two. 22 6 Cas BY 45s | 
7 A true Copy of the Tranſlation ' - | 
8 Secretary. 


— — — — 
— 


The Governor General ou before the Board copies of a correſpondence which paſſed between 
Mr. Wombwell and Mr. Briſtow, received from the former; by which it appears that Mr. 
Priſtow had heſitated to obey the orders which directed his return to the Preſidency, grounded on 
{ome doubts which the Governor General is not ſure that he'ſufficiently-comprehends, but which 
are expreſſed to be primarily founded on the terms of the orders which he has received, and which 
he expreſſes to be looſe and indefinite.”  'The Governor General, to prevent further delays, or 

eluſion cf the Board's orders, moves, I hat Mr. Briſtow be peremptorily commanded to leave 

Lucknow, aud repair to the Preſidency on the immediate receipt of theſe commands; direCing, 
in like manner, the aſſiſſtants of his office to leave Lucknow, and to repair to Calcutta imme- 

diately; and that, in contormity with his former orders, he do deliver over all the papers, ac- 


* 


counts, and caſh of his office, to Mr, Wombwell. 54 


Abel. eh, EDW ARD WHEELER. 


1 1 2 ** _ ” WI 


4 : 9 


To John Wombwell, Eſquire, &c. 


— T 


Sir, | IF. 
I have been honoured. by the receipt of your letter of yeſterday's date, informing me, © that 
* you had received from the Vizier the ſecurity offered by his Excellency for the diſcharge of 
the balance due from him to the Company, and for procuring payments of the ſubſidy and 
other current expences.” The orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, 
as they have been tranſmitted to me on this ſubject, through their ſecretary, direct, that I ſhall 
ave Lucknow, upon the receipt of a notification from you, that his Highneſs has put into your 
hands, for the purpoſes hereinabove mentioned, The ſecurity 8 of known credit and reſpon- 
/biluy; and in a letter, addreſſed by the Honourable the Governor General to the Vizier, the 
neceſſity of taking the moſt ſpeedy means to obtain and deliver ſuch ſecurity is pointed out to his 
Highneſs, and he is requeſted then, and not till then, to give me leave in form to withdraw, I 
encloſe you copies of the papers here alluded to, that the poſſibility of any error or delay, ariſin 
trom a miſconſt ruction of our reſpective orders, may be avoided; and as the one I have Along, 
is ſo looſe and indefinite in the terms cf it, I am to requeſt that you will either favour me with a 
notification in ſuch ſpecific language as will alone juſtify me in accepting it for any notification 
t all, and confequently as any authority to withdraw from Lucknow, or that you will inform 
me decidedly that T am not to expect it from you. Arguing as well from the nature of me ted 
agreement, as from the terms of that which has on this occaſion taken place hetween the Vizier 
and the Honourable the Governor General and Council, it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe an inten- 
tion in the latter to accept, without pres ious inquiry into its ſuffictency, of any ſecurity his Ex- 
cellency may be pleaſed to offer them for thre performance of his part of the compact. As the 
onourable Poard have given me no inſtructions on this head, I conclude they have thought 
proper: to conſtitute you the judge of, and accountable to them for the validity of the ſecurity: 
now to be given by the Nabob. 1 am therefore further to requeſt you will inform me whether 
this latter conjecture is warranted, and whether you conſider yourſelf as ſo reſponſible to them; 
and if not, that you will furnith me with atteſted copies of the engagements entered into by the 
reſpective bankers. . | | - | ; 


The conjecture being of the laſt importance to the intereſts of the Honourable Company, en- 
gages me to be thus particular. I am perſuaded that you will think of it as I do, and will, as I 
ve Cone, wave all forms, and give me every poſſible explanation in your power, Hg 


Lucknow, % I have the honour, &c. 
Jan, 28th, 1784. N (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 


Vor. Iv. | Q 7 COPY 
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COPY of x Letter from the Sectetary of the Honoutable the Governor General and 
to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, dated 31ſt December 1783. 

ö T trabſmit to you encloſed, for your information, by order of the Honourable" the Governor 

| 2 and Council, a tranſlation and copy of letters written by the Governor General to his 


xcellency the Vizier. You and your affiſtants will withdraw from” Lucknow, when Mr. 
Wombwell informs you that he has obtained the ſecurities ſpecified in the former; © © 


„ 2 


* 


TRANSLATION of x letter from the Honourable the Governor General to the 
Nadob Vizier, 


After a very full and mature conſideration of the ſtate of your highneſs's country and govern- 
ment, it has been reſolved by myſelf, and the gentlemen of the council, to accept of the offer 
ſome time ſince made by your highneſs, of the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſponſi 
bility for the diſcharge of the balance due from you to the company, on the condition of the 
recall of Meſſrs, Briſtow and Cowper, and withdrawing the Company's reſident from your court, 
You will of courſe ſee the neceflity of taking the moſt ſpeedy means to obtain ſuch ſecurity, and 
to deliver the ſame to Mr. Wombwell, who-has orders to receive charge of all the papers in 
Mr. Briſtow's office, and to remain for the purpoſe of keeping the accounts of payments made 
trom your Circar to the Company; and it is my requeſt that your highneſs will then, and not 
till then, give to Mr. Briſtow leave in form to withdraw. He will accordingly depart, and 
return to Ra and ſignify your order to Mr. Cowper, and the other aſſiſtants of his office, 
to the ſame effect, that they may alſo return to Calcutta, | Ws 


A true Copy. 
ER _ (Signed) E. HAY, Secretary. 
A true Copy. x 
(Signed) J. Hill, | 
Aſſist to the Reſident, 
\ 
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To John Briſtow, Eſquire, &c. 
Sir, | . N 


I have the honour of your letter of the 28th January, and a copy of a letter from the 
Secretary to you. | > | 


I have tranſmitted to the honourable the Governor General and council a copy of the 

Security offered by the Vizier for the diſcharge of the balance due from his excellency to the 

Company, and for the growing . payments of the ſubſidy, and other current demands. They 
are the proper judges. I do not in any manner conſider myſelf reſponſible, | | 


L have the honour, &c. TRE bee 
(Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL 


— —4 — oh — 
4 * 


Mr. Stables. — Provided that the Governor General is ſatisfied that the fecurity given by the 
Nabob Vizier is ſufficient, I aſſent to Mr. Briſtow's immediate recall from Lucknow, 'as ex 
in the Governor General's minute 7th February. e 


Governor General.—I am ſatisfied with the ſecurity. 3 FP 
- AED es 1 (Signed) W. H. 


3 
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The following Letter, and its Encloſures, were received from Mir. Briſtow on the ck 


* 


Inſtant, and circulated for the peruſal of the members of the Board. 


Gentlemen, 2 | | 

Sufficient rain has fallen in theſe provinces, as I have every reaſon to hope will obviate in a, 
great meaſure the, alarming conſequences of a famine; yet precautions againſt, any Jiſtreſs 
your troops may ſuffer is neceſſary; and I have the honour to encloſe for your information an 
extract of a letter from Colonel Ironſide to me on this ſubject. TENT fs ne PEI + 


If it is your pleaſure that any ſtock of grain be laid in, the near approach of the rubb y 
harveſt. will render the preſent period the moſt convenient, when it may be furniſhed with the 
leaſt expence and difficulty, | R 
35 I have the honour, &cc. 
Lucknow. a (Signed) JOHN BRIS TO W, 
28th Jan'? 1784. Reſident at the Vizier's court, 


CXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Gilbert Ironſide to Mr. Jchn Briſtow, Refident at 
the. Vizier's Court: dated 24th Jan. 1784. 11 1 


So unpromiſing is the aſpect of the country in point of fertility, that I muſt beg leave to 
offer to your jmmediate conſideration the moſt effectual means for the eſtabliſhment of a 
magazine of grain, ſufficient for the conſumption of the troops at that ftation for the period of 
the dry ſeaſon. The preſence of ſ large a body of Marattas as you acquairit me may be 
expected, will undoubtedly enchance the preſent ſcarcity, if means be not employed to guard 
againſt it; and I regard the eſtabliſhing a magazine, as was done in the time of the famine in 
Bengal, to be indiſpenſable. The grain is to be ſerved out at faxed rates to each officer and man, 
for themſelves and neceſſary ſervants, leſt, if Almas really harbour any ill intentions, he ſhould, 
by monopolizing the grain in the Douab, render the continuance of the brigade at Cawnpore 
utterly impracticable. ES EET he a — 
N A true Extract. 
Aſst to the Res. 
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The following Letter, and its Encloſures,' were received from Mr. Briſtow on the 8th Inſtant, 
and circulated, h : . | | 


; Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, . 

The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated in his excellency the Vizier's dominions 
have too often been the ſubject of my repreſentations to your honourable Board. From the 
total want of police, hardly a day elapſes but 1 am informed of ſome tragical event, whereof _ 
the bare recital is ſhocking to humanity. About two months ſince an attempt was made to 
aſſaſſinate Raja Ticket Roy, the acting minifter's confidential agent, but he happily eſcaped un- 
hurt: Nabob Bahadre, his highneſs's brother, has not been ſo fortunate, as will appear from 
tranſlations of two of his letters to me, No 1, which I have the honour to encloſe for your 
information. Although my feelings are ſenſibly hurt, and my compaſſion ſtrongly excited, by 
the diſgraceful and miſerable ſtate of poverty to which his excellency's brothers are reduced; 
yet, ſituated as J am, it is not in my power to interfere with effect. My efforts on a former 
occaſion failed of ſucceſs, and my interpoſition now would only excite the reſentment of the 
Miniſter towards the unhappy ſufferers, in conſequence of their application to me; from whom 
alone, however, they hope for relief from their preſent diſtreſs, which, their near connection 
with the Vizier conſidered, is both ſhameful and unprecedented. | | 

That no regular courts of juſtice have been eſtabliſhed in this country, is particularly pointed 
at in my inſtructions, as * the moſt diſreputable defect in his highneſs's government; yet the 


miniſter ſeems determined on aboliſhing even the ſhadow of ſo neceſſary an inſtitution. 2 
| office 


66) 


office of Sudder ul Huck, as held by Molovy Moubine, was ever nugatory, but now it is ſunk 


in the loweſt contempt. The original eſtabliſhment, inadequate, as it was, is mouldering 
away, and the officers now attached to it are literally ſtarving,' as no part of their allowance; 
mas been paid for above fix months palt : he himſelf has propoſed to reſigu his appointment, 


— 


being every way precluded from a poſſibility of exerciGag the duties of it. 


Thave the honour to forward, for your further information, the enoloſure, No '3.—It contains 
'a relation of the hardſhips endured by the ladies of the late Vizier's zenaza, | | 


| [ have the honour, &c. 
Lucknow, 4 (Signed) JOHN BRIST OW, 
23th Janm 19784 | | KReſident at the Vizier's court, 


— — 
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TRANSLATION of a letter from Nabob Behadre, his highneſs the Vizier's brother, to 
| Mr. Briſtow; dated 28th December 1783. | 


| Your own ſervant carried you the account of what he himſelf was an eye witneſs to after the 


affairs of laſt night. Theſe are the particulars :—About. midnight my. aunt received twelye 
ſtabs from a man, of which ſhe died: I alfo received fix ſucceſſive itabs, which alarmed the 
people of the houſe, who ſet up a ſhouting, whereupon the aſſaſſin ran of. Beſides being 
without food, er the means of providing any, this misfortune has befallen me. I am deſirous 
of {ending the coffin to your door, It is your duty, both for the ſake of God and of Chritt, 
to execute juſtice, and to enquire what harm I have done to the murderer, ſufficient to deſerve 
aſſaſſination, or even injury. You now ſtand in the place of his excellency the Vizier: I te 
queſt you will do me juſlice, What can I ſay more ? ; 


P. 8. 1 am alſo deſirous to ſhew you my wounds. 


—— 


5 * 
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From the ſame, 


Ce 7th January 1784. 

You have been duly informed of all the circumſtances relative both to the murder of the in- 
nocent, and my being. wounded, as well by my former letter, as by the meſtenger whom you 
ſent to enquire into the ſtate of my health; and 1 have every 1eaſon to hope, from yout 
known e that you will not be deficient in ſeeking out the aſſaſſin. I am at this moment 
overwhelmed in misfortune; whilſt the blood is flowing from my wounds, neither I, nor 
my children, nor my ſervants, have wherewithal to - procure ſuſtenance, nor have I it in my 
power either to purchaſe remedy, or to reward the phyſician ; 'tis for the ſake of God alone that 
he attends me. Thus loaded with calamity upon calamity, I am unable to ſupport life; for 
I find no relief from my affliction, either day or night. Do you (now ſtanding in the place of 
any father) grant me freſh life by ſpeedy acts of benevolence, 


For theſe two laſt years his excellency eſtabliſhed a penſion for me of twent thouſand 
Tupees, but 1 never received the full amount of it, either laſt year or the year before; ſhould 
it however be paid me, though inadequate to my defires. I ſhall ſtill be enabled to ſupport 
myſelf, From the beginning of this year to the preſent time I have not received a farthing, 
nor do J expect any; though, if you afford protection to the oppreſſed, all my wiſhes will be 
accompliſhed. I was deſirous of waiting on you with my family, that you might be an eve 
witneſs to their condition; but I was adviſed not to fiir out, on account of my wounds. 
What more can J lay ? | OO: 1 


A true tranſlation. 42h 
(Signed) 2 R O BT HOLT, 4:4 


Aſfiſt, to the Reſident. , | 
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TRANSLATION of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier's Brothers, Myrza Hy ter Ally, 
Received gth March 1783. wy eg, sf, + 


The manly and generous conduct of the Engliſh gentlemen towards all nations is as clear as 
the Sun at noon day; ſo well known is the favour ſhewn by the Company, the Governor, and 

ou, to our late father, and our whole houſe, that it is unneceſſary to write the particulars. 
We before this communicated to you, through Myrza Iſhmael Beg, ſome general circuraſlances 
concerning our diſtreſs, to which you returned for anſwer, that you would cauſe 2,000 rupees 4 
month to be paid to each of us, and aſk us to viſit you. It is ſome time fince we beceived this 
meſſage, and we go on without. any means of ſubſiſtence, and in che utmoſt miſery, entirely = 
relying upon the hapes of your friendſhip. Apparently, from the multiplicity of buſineſs on 
your hands, you have forgot your promiſe. Our ſitnation is nat fit to s repreſented; for two 
years we have not received a twbbaion acoount of our tuncaw, though the miniſtets have annu- 
ul Dowla.—lt is ſurpriſmg, having ſuch a friend ad you, our tt untion is arrived at that ps, 
that weſhould be in diſtreis for dry bread and cloaths. Whereas, as you have done many * 
aQs, be pleaſed ſo to ſhew us your favour, that by ſome means we may receive our ts 
from the Company's treaſury, and not be obliged to depend upon aud ſulicit 'others for it. We 
hape you will grant us a faroutable anſwer through Co , R 


* » 
® * 


— 
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We have, trough your favour, received Mr. Briftow's artſwor; it has been thouſands of a 
on ſantl cauſes bald to us.—May the everlaſting God, tn the har of Bis gla 74 
preſerve ftwalth to you, who havefhewn - this Fayour; =Our pens fail in exprefiing''our 
gratitude. We are now ꝙerfectly ſatisfied that from CAT tal), =o Mall receive our Ab- 
ances, mortth by morth: for mſtance, the Gomoſtah of Rajali T reket Roy Tent us ,in order on 
the houſe of I. Alla Buchagie for the ſums of 2, 00 nupees each. We hope you will apply n 
our names to the Reſident, that our penſions may be granted us from the Cmpany's treaſury, 
in the ſame marmer as that of «yur brother Saadut Ally : we alſo repreſerited this matter to the 
Reſident, —Whereas' the perfon who brought your letter to us was à Bur iy, and Hircarras 
from'the preſence watch us; likewiſe we are under great Kar from the Niel Vizief, and te 

people in his court, leſt they ſhoulil be informed & GiirVablaigany pendance on-the”Englith 
dentlemen, whereby an injury might be done us: we thetsfore requeſt, that if you have an In- 
doſtan Moonſtry, as undoubtediy will be the caſe, he may be employed in otir negociations. 
Hindoftannies paffing will not be regartled, and nobody will be g ne ders 8. ydu have 
favoured us with your friendſnip, Jou will ſhew'it by not diſeloſing out ſecret, until we have 
®ierview-with the Reſident, and vblige us by delivering the endlolet leßter to him. 


* 
— 
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7 True Copies. | 
(Signed) J. NEA V, 2 1 
Ng ah] | Aſſiſtt to the Reſident. 
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TRANSLATION of a Paper of Intelligence from Fyzabad. 


7, he ladies, their attendants, and ſervants were ill as clamorous as laſt night. Latafut the 
6 "08a went to them, and remonſtrated with them on the impropriety of their conduct, at the 
= time aſſuring them, that in a few days all their allowances would be paid; and ſhould © 
— not be the caſe, he would advance them ten days ſubſiſtence, upon condition that they re- 
in to their habitations: none of them however conſented to his propoſals, but were ſtill 
Von making their eſcape through the "wk and in conſequence Hema themſelves ? 


ft 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


they met with from Latafut's ſepoys. 
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17 the letter from 


directions, they would do wrong. The ladies followed her advice, and about 10 at 


( 6 ) 


the following order: The children in the front, behind them the ladies of the ſeraglio, and he. 
hind them again their attendants; but their intentions were fruſtrated by the oppoſition which 


3 * 


The next day Latafut went twice to che women, and uſed. his endegvours to make them te. 


turn into the Zanana, promiſing to advance them 10,000 rupees, which, upon the money being 
paid down, they agreed to comply with ; but night coming on, nothing tranſpired,” ”* * © 


On the day following their clamours were more violent than uſual. Latafut went . 


with them on the buſineſs of yeſterday, offering the ſame terms; depending on the fidelity of 
his promiſes, they conſented to return to their apartments, which they accordingly did, except 
two or three of the ladies, and moſt of their attendants. Latafut then went to Hoſhmorid 
„ Cawn to conſult with him about what means they ſhould take; they came to a reſolution 
0 
mould attempt to move forward. The ſepoys accordingly aſſembled, and each one being pro- 
vided with a bludgeon, they drove them by dint of beating into the Zennana. The women ſeeing 
the treaſurer of Latafut, proceeded to throw ſtones and bricks at the ſepoys, and agaifi attempted 


iving them in by force, and gave orders to their ſepoys to beat any one of the women Who 


to get out; but finding that impoſſible from the gates being ſhut, they kept a continual diſ- 


charge till about 12 o'clock, hen, finding their ſituation deſperate, they retired into the Rung 
Mahal, and forced their way from thence into the palace, and diſperſed themſelves about the 
houſe and gardens: after this they were defirous of getting into the Begum's apartments, but 
he being apprized of their intentions, ordered the doors to be ſnut. In the mean time Lataſut 
and Coſhmund Ally Khan poſted centries to ſecure the gates of the Leſſer Mahal. During the 


whole of this conflict, the ladies and women remained expoſed to the view of the ſepoys. The 
Begum then ſent for Latafut and Hoſhmund Ally Khan, whom ſhe ſeverely reprimanded, and 
infed upon knowing the cauſe oc this infamous behaviour. They pleaded in their defence, 
the impoſſibility of helping it, as the treatment the women had met with had only been con- 
formably to his Excellency the Vizier's orders. The Begum alledged, that even admitting that 
the Nabob had given thele orders, they were by no means authorized in this manner ta dilgrace 
the family of Sujah Dowlah; and ſhould they not receive their allowances for a day or two, 
it could be of no great moment: what had paſſed was now at an end, but that the Vizier ſhould 
certainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, and that whatever he directed ſhe ſhould 


_ implicitly .comply: with. The Begum then ſent for two of the children who were wounded in 
the 2 of laſt night, and, after endeavouring to ſooth chen ih ſent gain for Latafut and 

. . Huſmund Ally Khan, and in the preſence of the children again [94208 
their conduct, and the improbability of, Afoph ul Dowlah's f. fferit >. ladi 
. Sujah Dowlah to be diſgraced, by being expoſed to the view of the fabble: upon which Latafur 


ſuffering the. ladies and children of 


, * % . . * «4 
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is Excellency. and that whatever he ordered it was his duty to obey ; and that had the ladies 


thought proper to have retired quietly into their apartments, he would not bave uled; the 
means he had ee eg: dblerved, that What had palied Mas oy 
over —ſlie then gave the children 4, 00 rupees, and diſmiſſed them, and ſent word by Sumrud 
and the other eunuchs, that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their apartments, Latafur 
would ſupply,them with 3 or 4,000 rupees for their prefetitexpences, and recommended to them 


Begora again obſerved, that what. had paſſed was ho 


not to incur any further diſgrace; and that if they did not thipk [proper to. a&t agrecable'to her 
night wen 


hack into the her a he ie next, morning the Begum waited upon the mother of Oupah Dowlah 
r all 1 


and related to the circumſtances of the diſturbance, The mother of Sujah, Dowlah te- 
turned for anſwer, that after there being no accbunt kept of crores of revenue, ſhe was not ſur- 
prized that the family of Sujah Dowlah, in their endeavours to procure ſubſiſtence, ſhould be 
obliged to expoſe themſelves to the meaneſt of people. After bewailing their misfortunes, 
ſhedding many tears, the Begum took her leave and. returned home, 3 


A true tranſlation, 


| (Signed) | ROBERT HOLT, 
| | Aſſiſtt to the Refid'. 
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ed her diſapprobation of 


he Nabob, repreſenting that he was amenable only to the order of 


1 63 J 


2 


. Edward Hay, Elquirs Secraary, "| 


f T beg you will do'me the fayour to preſent to the Honourable the Governor General and 


Council the encloſed copy of a correſpondence between Mr, Briſtow and me. 


in my letter of 28th January, T-acquaint Mr. Briſtow that I have received from the Vizier 
the ſecurity offered by his Excellency ; that I. have tranſmitted. a copy of it to the Board; 
that the Governor General and Council are the'proper judges ; and that I conſider myſelf to be 


without reſponſibility. | 


In my letter of the 29th January, I venture to mention to Mr. Briſtow my opinion of the 
credit of the bankers ; and I have informed him of their names, that, ſhould his ſentiments 


differ from mine, be might act accordingly. 


Lucknow, 55 I have the honour, &c. 
7 | 72 
26th January 1784. (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL 
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* To John - Briſtow, Eſquire, &c, , WO 2 OG HURLEY 2 
Sir, ' 24 55 * * 1 P "bo 


I have the honour. to inform you, that I have received from the Vizier the ſecuzity offered 
by his Excellency for the diſcharge of the balance due from him to the Company, — for the 
growing payments of the ſubſidy, and current expences. 


I am, &c, | 
D.. (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL, 
fave BF egg 3 — 
fy To John Wombwell, Elquire, fte... | 
Sit, | * rt es Er 31 


I I baye been honoured. by the receipt of your letter of yeſterday's date, informing” me, that 
ou had received from the Vizier the ſecurity offered by his Excellency for the diſcharge of the 
lance due from him to the Company, and for procuring-payments of the ſubſidy,” and other 

current expences. The orders of the 2 the Governor General and Council, as they 

haye been tranſmitted to me on this ſubject through their ſecretary, direct that I ſhall leave 

Lucknow upon the receipt of a notification from you, that his Highnelſs has put into your 

bands, for the purpoſes above - mentioned, the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility ; 
and in a letter addreſſed by the Honourable Goyernor General to the Vizier, the neceſſity of 

taking the moſt ſpeedy means to obtain and deliver ſuch ſecurity is pointed out to his High- 
neſe, and he is requeſted. then, and not till then, to give me leave in form to withdraw. I en- 

Cloſe you copies of the papers here alluded, to, that the poſſibility of any error or delay, ing 

from a miſconſtruction of our reſpeCtive orders, may be avoided; and as the one I have receiv 


's ſo looſe and indefinite in the terms of it, I am to requeſt that you will either favour me 


Vith a notification in ſuch ſpecific language as will alone juſtify me in accepting it for any 
notification at all, and conſequently as any authority to withdraw from .Lucknow; or that you 
Will inform me decidedly that I am not to expect it from you. Arguing, as well from the 
wo of any ſuch agreement, as from the terms of that which has on this occaſion taken place 
60 ween the Vizier and the Honourable the Governor General and Council, it would be abſurd 
uppoſe an intention in the latter, to accept, without previous enquiry into its 1 

| o 


The following letter, and its encloſures, were received from Mr. wombwell on the gtli inſtant; 


ſecurity offered by the Vizier for the diſcha 


64 ] 


of any ſecurity his Excellency may be pleaſed to offer them for the performance of his part of 
the compact. As the Honourable Board have given me no inſtructions on this head, I conclude 
that they have 3 proper to conſtitute you to be judge of, and accountable to them for 


the validity, of the 
] 


e, ecurity now tꝭ be giden 4 the Nabob. I am therefore furtler to ren 
you will inform me, whether this latter conje 


ure is warranted, and whether you conſider your. 


| {elf as ſo reſponſible to them; and if not, that you will furniſh me with atteſted copies of the 


engagements entered into with tis rẽſpectiꝰe Bankers. | 
The Conjuncture being of the laſt importance to the intereſts of the Honourable Company, 
engages me.to be thus Aka- Iam perſuad „Six, you will think of it as I do, and will, 
4) fate ne; Way Forms, and give me every poſib explanation in your power, _ 
I have the honour, &ec. 


Lackbbly. (Sins) ISHN IRIS TO W. 
[28th January, ; | Relddett. 


To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident, &c. 
Sir, 7 | 


I have the honour of your letter of 28th anuary, and the copy of .a letter from the ſecretary 
to you. I have tranſmitted to the Honqurable the Governor. General and Council a copy of the 
of the balance due from his Excellency to the 


Company, and for the growing payments of the ſubſidy, and other current expences. They 


are the proper judges; I do not in any manner conſider myfelf reſponſible. 


a I have the honour, &c. 
"28th Jan 


Cu ** " - - © » 


To John Wombwell, &c. 


& 


az 7 PITT 
Your letter of this mo rning leaves me in the ſame ſtate of uncertainty as before, with reſpect 
to the nature of the ſecurity you have received from the Vizier for the diſcharge of the balance 
due from his Highneſs to the Company, and for the growing payments of the ſubſidy, and 
other current expences. The orders of the Honourabje Governor General and Council, con- 
veyed to me through their ſecretaty, are (as I have ſhewn by the encloſures in my former 
letter to you) expreſs, to wait a ſpecific ae es from you, that the ſecurity o bankers of known 
t elivered to you by 
u muſt conſeqiently be ſenſible I cannot accept Ay tiotifieatibn/ W 
therefore once again aſk you, whether you mean, by what ybu have no And, ce give ven 
Jpifc notification. I ehtreat you, Sit, to ſimplify your anfwer, that IL may hot, · By ry Preſence, 
this couft, a! ptea for the violation of the agfeement Which un 
eſs the Nabob, and the Honcurable Goberôr 'Getſetal ah 


credit and Nenad has, for the purpoſes herein above mentioned, been 
the Vizier,. 


retms, as ah àuthbrity either for my ddpartute, vr the withdrawing the Refteifoy 


rniſh to the [miniſters 
taken place between his 
Council. 


hate dhe hörbür, &c. 


Lerne, Wedge) e —JOHN "BRTSTON, | 


4th Jan. 158. 


Feng — a 


vo eee,  JOWN WOWBWELL 


to 


in! 


L ] 


To John Briſtow, Eſquire, &c, - 
Sir, PRI 8˙2 
I received your letter at twelve-o'clock-laſt night. I have had the honour of ainting you, 
that I have received from the Vizier the Sec ity offered by his — wad that þ yk | 


tranſmitted a copy of it to the Honourable the Governox General and Council, 


have complied, as far as it has deen in my power, with the direction of the ſecretary. 
28th Fair, 1784. | ©, (Signed) J. WOMBGWELL. 


— 


The following letter having been received from Mr. Briſtow, the board were pleaſed to reſolve, 
that Captain Norman Macleod ſhould continue in his command at Lucknow, until the arrival 
of the Honoutable the Governor General at that place. 


? 
Gentlemen, 3 EET | 

The Reſident's guard, under Captain Norman Macleod, having, from the attention at 
adility of that officer, been rendered a well - diſciphned and reſpectable corps, and your Honò ur- 
able Board being filent concerning it in your directions for withdrawing the Reſidency, and as 
the leaving theſe troops without any officer to command them would be a meaſure unadviſeable 
8 I ſhall requeſt Captain Macleod to continue in the command until your pleaſure 
un known. | | 17 2 


I have the honour, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTO W, 
vth Jann 1784. Reſident. 


— ——  ———_————_ 


— * — OL 


The Neptune Packet being ready to take her departure for Buſſorah, a general letter to 


the Honourable Court of Directors was difpatched on the gth inſtant, in duplicate to the 
Reſident, to be tranſmitted over land. | | | 


On the ſame day, a general letter was diſpatched to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
to go by the ſhip Lord Macartney. | | | 


— — — 


IN following letter, and its encloſures, were received from Mr. Wombwell on the 10th 
ant, 


To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 


Sir, 


8 take the liberty of tranſmitting the copy of a letter which I have received from Mr. 
riſtow, together with the encloſures contained in it, which I requeſt you will lay before the 
Honourable Board, | | 


I have the honour, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL, 
31ſt Jawy 1784. Accountant: 


Vor. IV, 


2 


10 
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To John Wombwell, Eſquire, &c. 


Sir, 


1 have received your letter of yeſterday's date, aſſerting that Lalla Faquir Chund and 
Lalla Butchrauje, the ſecurities offered by his Highneſs, are bankers of known credit and 
reſponſibility, : 
0 | 

I now have the honour to refer you to the encloſure, No. 1, for an eſtimate of the Com- 
pany's claims upon the Vizier, brought up to the 31ſt of January, 1784. For your informa- 
tion I tranſmit you No. 2, a tranſlation of my bond to certain bankers for a loan of Lucknow 
Sicca Rupees, Coed lacks and forty thouſand, borrowed on the conditions more fully ex- 
plained in my addreſs to the Board of the 8th of June, 1783. Three lacks, ſeventy-eight tliou- 
ſand, nine hundred and forty-four rupees, eight annas, and fix pice have been in part paid, 
which leaves a ſum of thirteen lacks, fixty-one thouſand and fifty-five rupees, ſeven annas, and 
ſx pice due on that account, excluſive of intereſt, for which three lacks are ſpecified in the 
eſtimate, and forms part of the claims on the Vizier. 


The Paper, No. 3, is an eſtimate of the current demands on the treaſury. I have addreſſed 
the Vizier's miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan, fully on the ſubject of his accounts, particularly re- 
queſting he would ſupply the paymaſter with the ſum of Sonaut Rupees one lack, for the pay- 
ment of Colonel Charles Morgan's detachment, without delay, as the Colonel will very ſhortly 
arrive at Etaya, the place where he has deſired me to remit the money. In making this pay- 
ment, I obey the orders of the Governor General and Council. 1 

0 
1 have the honour, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Zoth Jan. 1784. Reſident. 
. 
ESTIMATE 


— 


(6G) 


ESTIMATE of Claims upon his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, on Account of the Honovr- 
able Company, from the 1ſt of February, to the end of the Fuſſullee Year 1191. 


— — 


— 
E 0 


Balance due by his Excellency, the 31ſt & 25 
January, 84 _ — — 1 — — | $1,02,165 13 11 


| 


Army Subſidy. 


One brigade, according- to the old eſtab- | 
liſbment, from 1ſt of February to 31 | 


; 

| 

| 

Avguſt 1784, 7 months, at 2, 60, | 
rupees per month — % 48806 991 | 
| 

One regiment ſtationed at Lucknow, ac- 
cording to the new eſtabliſhment, at | | 
25,000 rupees per month =— —| 1,5, o © | 
' 


Five regiments under Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, according to the new eſtab-| 
liſhment, at R. 25,000 per regiment per | 
month, © = © = Bs 


One company of artillery, un- | 
der Colonel Cumming, at | 
Rs 20,000 per month, 1,40, | 


| — 30, 10, 00 © 
Mirza Saudit Ally's ſtipend . — — — 3. oo, ooo o 
Abdul Rhamans Cawn's corps of cavalry | — — | 300,000 o 
Rohilla ſtipends, from iſt of Maug to the] | 
end of Bhaudoon 1191 — — — — 41,052 © 
Army Donation —— — — — po, 50, 00 o 
7,540 
Mr. Fraſer — — — — — 2,00, 00 © 0 
\ | | | 
Eſtimate of intereſt on the money borrow- | 
ed from Gopaul Doſs Sali — — — — | $00,000 © © | 
By $2,01,052 © © 


Fyzd 16 Sun Sicca Rupees — 1, 06,03, 21) 13 11 


— 


Errors excepted. 


Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


* „ g a 
TRANSLATION of a Bond given by Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to 


pak Doſs, dated 8th June 1783, or the 6th of Rajjub 1197 Hijura, or 3d of Jeit 1190 
ullullee, 8 | | | 


R Borrowed from the under-mentioned perſons, on account of the Honourable Company, through 
- la Munſuram, the Agent of Lalla Gopaul Doſs, Banker, the ſum of ſeventeen lacks and forty 
ouſand rupees, bearing intereſt at one per cent. per month. I engage that it ſhall be paid, after 
Providing for the Company's neceſſary diſburſements, from the receipts of the aſſignments granted 
a the country in their favour by his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier. PARTI 


8 ( 68 ) 
e PARTICULARS of dhe Loan. 


From Lal Monfuram, _— to the houſe of n Doſs — 14,00,000 0 
From Kiſſen Chund . — _ 1400,000 0 - 
Premium of exchange, 16 per - cent. upon 15 lacks — — 2,40, 0 o 


Pow WO PI" 
SET 


Lucknow $a 8. rupees — I 7,40,000 © o 


| 


* 


40 2 * E AVE, 
] , 1 
(Signed) . Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 


- 
* * 1 _— — * 


ESTIMATE of Current Demands on the Lucknow Treaſury, to the 31 January 1784. 


* 


The Army. 83 
Coll Sir John Cummings's detachment. | f 
Mr. Melvile's eſtimate to pay the Europeans to the 
31 January 1784, and the ſepoys to the 34 De- 


cember 1783 — 5,44, 000 © a * 
Eſtimate of the pay, &c. of the ſepoys for n 


1784. — 1,02, 500 2 9 


| 46,500 © © | | 
Deduct, | | 
Mr. Melvile's draft to Col! Knudſon, for which 

tuncaw on Seorut Sing, the Aumil of Rohi | 
cund, has been granted I, 30,000 _ © \ { 
Remitted Mr. Melvile — 6,600 © . | 

Do, in three bills of exchange 81,994 7 
Do, a tunkaw the Sezawal of Fur- | 
ruckabad — 52,567 11 


— 2 9 
I $13.337 13 


The zd Brigade. 

Mr. Collins's eſtimate to pay the Europeans to the 

gat January 1784, and the A to 8 31ſt 6 

ee e be Ipoys for Janry. P. wa | 
imate of the pay, &c, of the ſepoys for Janry. 84] 78, © 

— „52, 382 


Major Cooke's regt, Decr and Janry. — 1 40,000 o 
Major Grant's regiment, January — 20,000 O o 


60,000 o 


The above two regiments are not included in 
either of the paymaſter's eſtimates. 
Colonel Charles Morgan _ — — 


1,11, o 
Major Duncan's draft — — 


— 24. o00 o 


Deduct to the 11 per c 


vr — — 8, 62,719 1 3 
— — I 


— 1, OC, o o 
| | 2 | » [2,70,000 © 
| <4 Deduct batta 5.9.3 per cent, =— | 14-2656 36] ö : N 
Mm | N 1 — — 255734 
Carried over Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupees — 10, 32,959 12 


| 85,494 1 
— 2 
| Mr. Scott. | RE. | Ek 
þ The Board's e 83 in his favour | — — |2,50,000 0 © 
Do — ecember — [ — — 25, oo o 
4 | Ga 1 
| | 75,000 © 
! Paid from the treaſur — TE 7 5,000 O ps ; 
| D, by an order on the Aumil of Goruckpore 30,000 © © 
| 


( 591 


Droaght forwarl | 1023959 13 9 

The Reſident's office. | 
Mr. Wombwell, accountant, December and January — Þ} 5,200 © 6 
Mr. Cowper, November, December, and January — 1,200 © 0 
Mr. Gregory, January — — — 400 © 0 
Mr, Holt, December and January — 4 600 o of 
Mr. Sam! Middleton, Dycember and January — 600 O of 
Mr. Neave, January — — — % © of 

| | 8,300 © © 
Add batta 5 per cent. | 415 © 


0 ” 
— 8,715 O o 
1 . 


—_ 


N 
10, 41,674 13 9 


Balance of Abdul Khaman Cawn's corps of cavalry — | 2,10,200 © © 


Fyz4 16 Sun Sicca rupees — 12, 5,874 13 9 


— — — 
Errors excepted. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTO W, 
| Reſident at the 
Viziers Courts 


. 


The ſollow ing letter, and its encloſures, were receiyed from Mr, Briſtow, on the 1 3th inſtant, 
and circulated to the members of the Board for their peruſal, | 


Gentlemen, 7 


Mr. Wombwell not having notified to me the ſecurity offered by his Highneſs in the form pre- 
ſcribed by your Honourable Board, a correſpondence enſued, a N of which I baye the | | 
to encloſe (No 1.) and it will appear at the concluſion of it, that Mr. Wombwell declared Lalla 
Bucherage and F aquin Chund to be men of knows credit and reſponſibility. 


tn a meaſure of ſech great importance to the Honovutable Company's intereſts as the realization 


of a fund of above a croie of rupees, I deem it an indiſpenſable duty in me to give my opinion; 
an opinion not originating from the occaſion, but upon record, as the tranſactions which gave 
Tile to it occurred o lortg ago as the zoth of July 1783. 1 repreſented to your Honourable Beard 
oy [ had actually favel the houſe of Caſmigty Mull and Butchagree, by a timely aid, from 


| nkroptcy, They engaged for a propottion ef rupees 654,000, n account of the laſt year's 


van; with the utmoſt exertion of their credit, they fulfilled their engagements, and now 

have contracted for above ſeven times the ſum, with leſs proſpect of being reimburſed by go- 
ernment, and no change of cireemftances in their private affairs to encreaſe their credit or re- 
ſponſidility. This is one of the houſes in Lucknow which has of late been moſt irregular in its 


Fraquir Chund is the miniſter's private banker; but as I have perſonally had few official tranſ- 
ations with him, T cannot ſpeak fo decidedly from my own experience of the credit of his houſe, 
| may, however, ſafely venture to aſſert, from al the enquiries I have made concerning hir, 
hat he is by no means equal to the reſponſibility he has undertaken: Indeed theſe men, or any 
other two bankers, being even the oſtenſible agents in a tranſaction of ſuch magnitude and im- 


portance, is an idea ridiculed by the majority af the inhabitants of Lucknow. 


In concluſion, gentlemen, with every ſubmiſhon to your judgment, I beg Jeave to give my 
®i10n, that the ſecurity offered by his Highneſs is fictitious, and in the event will appear no 
more than the perſonal ſecurity of Hyder Beg Cawn ; that he will be able to fulſil the engagements, 
tough inveſted with dzſpotic power over ſo extenſive a country, is a great doubt with me: I am 


<Quvinced he cannot do it, and at the ſame time furniſh the neceſſary funds for the houſeho'd 
Vor, IV, T | ; and 


dence on this ſubject, inform you, that the bankers are Lalla Butcherange and Lalla Fakeer 


your future payments in conformity to the Vizier's directions. I . write this for your inſot⸗ 


0,901] 


md other current demands of his Highneſe's government; and I am confirmed in this opinion 
— the preſent backwardneſs of the collections. — | here is, however, no ſaying what ſum ma 
be raiſed in a ſhort period by -a violent exertion of power, and that Hyder Beg will uſe ſuch 
means is not improbable, when I conſider his character, and the general tenor of his conduct: 
His purpoſe may be ſerved for the time being, but the effects will appear in a farther, decline of 
the country, already impoveriſhed to ſo great a degree, as to have fallen above à third In its an- 


4 


nual revenues during the laſt feven years, 


I have circulated letters (tranſlations of which I bave the honour to encloſe, No a.) to all the 
Aumils, and I ſhall proceed to the prefidency as ſoon as his Highneſs grants my leave of de. 
parture, | | | 

; I am, with the higheſt reſpect, 
| Lucknow, ; (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
2d February 1784. | Rest at the Vizier's Court. 


w— 


; COPY ofa Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Mt. Wombwell, dated 2gth January, 1984, 


Your letter of this morning, informing me that you have complied, as © far as it has been in 
your power, with the directions of the Secretary” I take the liberty to requeſt you to oblige 
me with a copy of that direction, ſince, if you are not authorized, or rather it you are not en- 
Joined by it, to give mea more preciſe and ſpecific notification than any you have yet fayoured me 
with, it follows that the orders we have reſpeCtively received from our ſuperiors, and through the 
ſame channel, are in perfect contradiction to each other. 


—_—— 


o- 


Mr. Wombwell, in Reply; dated 29th January 1784. 


In reply to your letter of this date, I encloſe the copies of the Secretary's letter to me, and of 
een . be adn tes 

Though I have it not in command from the Board, I do, to prevent any further correſpon- 
Chund, men of known credit and reſponſibility. 
Kt 54H x | a 


_—_— 


; TRANSLATION of a Circular Letter from Mr. Briſtow. to the Aumils of his Highneſs 
3 | of the V izier's Government. | % 


Agreeably to the orders of the Honourable Governor General and Council, I withhold from 
any farther collections on account of the Honourable Company's Aſſignments, and you will make 


mation. 


— no mn... 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 2d February, 
5 | 1784. „ 

| You will herewith receive a COPY of the letter I have this day written to the Aumils, the con. 

tents of which you will underſtand. 2 | | 


) 


| Tros Tranſlations. 


(Signed) J. NE AVE, | . .* Court. 
| Aſſiſtant to the Rest at the Vizier 5 


© 
* \ 
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'The following Minutes, and their Encloſures, were delivered by the Governor General on the 
14th inſtant, and taken to the other members of the Board, by the Secretary, in circulation, 


Fort William, February 1784. 
To Mr. Wombwell, Lucknow. 
Sir, 
The Governor General intending to viſit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore 
direct you to obey all ſuch orders and inſtructions as he my from this time think proper to iſſue 
in 


to you in his own name, and in all reſpects to conſider his ſingle authority as of the ſame force, 
until this order ſhall be revoked, as that of the Governor General and Council collectively. 


We are, [+5 | 
Bee, 
/ 2 | Your moſt obedient | 
Humble ſervants, 


The ſame order to be written to Mr. Willis, at Furruckabad; and to Mr; Francis Fowke, at 

A true COPY. . ; 

| i E. HAY, 
Secy 


Fort William, | February 1984. 
Fe To Colonel Gilbert Ironſide, commanding the Troops at Cawnpore, 
The Governor General intending to viſit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore di- 
rect you to obey all ſuch orders and inſtructions as he may from this time think proper to iſſue 


to you, and to the troops under your command, in his own name, and in all reſpects to conſider 
his ſingle authority as of the ſame force, until this order ſhall be revoked, as that of the Gover- 


nor General and. Council colleCtively. | 
| C4i4 | We are, - 
” Your moſt obedient 
humble Servants. 


5 The ſame order to be written to Colonel Sir John Cummings, commanding the detachment 
in Rohilcund; and to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty, commanding the detachment at Chunar. 
E. HA Y, 


- 


ew. — 


Mr. Stables and Mr. Wheler deliver the following Minutes; 


| ES 16th Februar Ys 1784. i 
8 . 5 
[ have already given my diſſent, to the Governor Generals proceeding to Lucknow, and I ſee 


no reaſon to alter it. With reſpect to the powers which the Governor General claims, and the 


orders he defires to be iſſued to the army, and to all the ciyil-ſervants beyond the proyinces, they 


me not only, in my opinion, illegal, but ſuch as, if lawful, no Government conſtituted as, this 


s ought to grant to any individual, however reſpectable. 


For 


ö 
{ 


ing the feat of the Company to, the propotsd commiſſion. 


over all t 


9 = 
. ids. Amara. a 
— — 


(4285-3 


For theſe reaſons, and for many others that might be enumerated, hong I have every. te. 


ſpe for the Gdvrernor Gonetal, T foel ihyſelf in duty bound to proteſt agai (granting, er ax. 
A true Copy. 9 


E. HAV, 
Sec?, 


February r 178. 
Mr. Wheler. ä | e. 
The Board having inveſted the Governor General with a ſpecial and ſeparate charge of the 
Company's affairs and intereſts in the dominions of the Nabob Aſoph ul owlah, and having 
agreed, on the invitation of the Nabob Vizier, and on a tender made by the Governor General, 
that he ſhall proceed to Lacknow: for the purpoſe of affiſting the Nabob Vizier in the means of 


diſcharging hrs 1 to the Company, and in the regulation of his government, it is fur- 
ther neceſſary to furniſh him with ſuch powers as may enable him to accompliſh thoſe objects. 


For this putpoſe it is requifite he ſhould he armed with ſuch authority as will eriable him not 
only to concert and adjuſt with the Nabob Vizier the means of diſcharging his engagements to 
the Company, of reſtoring and ſecuring the peace, ſafety, and order of his government, and of 
promoting the improvement of his revenue, but alſo to carry thoſe means into effect, by ſup- 
porting the Nabob V izier with the authority of this Government, in as full and ample manner 
as we can impower him to exerciſe it by any act of the Parliament of Great Britain now in being, 
or by any of the orders of the Honourable of Directors; for without full powers to carry 
into immediate execution ſuch meaſures as the Governor General may hereafter plan and agree 
upon with the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, the purpoſes of his viſiting that Prince's country may 
be defeated, er the ſeaſon for action loſt, whillt he is waiting for the ſanction of the Board. 


It ſeems alſo abſolutely wane for the ſame reaſons, to inveſt the Governor General * with 
the full power and authority gf this Government. (as far, as we can legally delegate the fame) 
1 the officers, civil and military, ſtationed or reſiding within the domigions of the Na- 

«© hob Aſoph ut Dowlah, and the province of Benares; and when it is. remembered that the 
4r09ps.in the Vizier's country are ſtationed there for the purpoſes of protecting it, and of aiding . 

and aſſiſting him on all occaſions, when he ſhall apply for them, to reduce his tubjects.to the due 

obedience of his authority, and are paid out of the Viziers treaſury, it will not ſeem that the 
placing them under the orders of the Governor General, as the means of-carrying into effect the 
regulations far the internal government of his dominions, formed and adjuſted with the Nabob 

Vizier himſelf, is any very extraordinary delegation of power. 8 


The importance of the arrangements to be made in the government and finances of the Nabob 
Vizier, and the difficulties that may be expected to be encountered in enfarcing them, are ſuch 
as, I AduMd apprehend, would juſtify the Board in delegating to the Geverner Gerieral, upot 
this oceaſion, as ample powers as have ever been granted to any of their members upon any 
mer one; and when it is conſidered that the extenſive powers given to Lord Clive by the inſtruc- 
tione of the Select Committee of the 21ſt June, 1365, and thoſe given to Meſſrs. Cartier, Smith, 
and Ruſſel, by the inſtructions ef the Select Committee of the 13th September, 1768, were in 
the notice and contemplation of the Parliament at the time the act was paſſed which conſtituted 
this Government upon its preſent footing, and veſted the whole civil and military government 
this }'reſidency in the Governor General and Council, in like manner, to all intents and purpoſes, 
as the ſame had been exerciſed by the Preſident and Council, or Select Committee, I ſhould con- 
ceive this Government poſſeſs the right of delegating to the Governor General, upon the preſent - 
occaſion, as full powers as thofe which were granted to Lord Chve by the Select Committee in 
June 1765, or to Meflrs, Cartier, Smith, and Ruſſel, in 1768. 1 


But the power propoſed to be granted to the Governor General by the inſtructions now before 
by Board, being hmited in their obJeQs, and confined in their operation to the dominions of the 
dadod Vieſer and the province ef Benares, fell far ſhort bf tote giver to Lord Chee, who, in 
conjunchon With General Camac, 4 was empowered to Rüpulare tuch condivions- with Sujah ul 
4 Dowtah, to form ſuch eonhechens with the country powers, and de pwr ur ſuch m us Fe 
6 ſhould judge nec eſſary to the Company's intereſt, the public wellars, andthe obLmninge 
« khonourabk, advantageous, and laſting peace.“ 


Jam 


12 7 
Lam induced, for theſe reaſons, to give my aſſent to the propoſed draft of the powers anll au- S 
'thority to be veſigd-in the Governor . the Board,  _ Or * | 
| | | A true Copy. £8 «4 


«i... i. no 


Reſolved, That the power and authority propoſed to be given to the Governor General, be 
veſted in him accordingly. ry | 


1 . © — - 


— . — 


The Governor General has deſired the Board to aſſemble this day, for the purpoſe of receiving 
his final diſpatches, having been adviſed to leave Calcutta for the benefit of a change of air a few 


days, before he begins his. journey to Lucknow, as he has been much incommoded for ſome da 


palt by a feveriſh indiſpoſition, of which he {till feels the effects; and he propoſes, with the — 
miſſion of · the Board, to take his departure for that purpoſe this evening. He regrets the neceſ- 
{ity of his abſence from the Board, and moſt heartily wiſhes them ſueceſs; and, for his own, re- 
commends himſelf to their ſupport. | | 


. 


The Governor General'scredentials are now ſigned, as well as the letters. propoſed to-be written 
to che civil and military officers ſtationed beyond the province of Bahar. | OY 


* 1 1 
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— _ 


Agreed that the following letter be written to Major General Stibbert': 
Sir, | | | | 


The Governor General-intending to'viſit the dominions · of the Nabob Vizier, we have thought 
proper to direct the commanding officers at Cawnpore, - Futty Ghur, and Chunar, to obey all 
ſuch orders and inſtructions as he may from this time think proper to iſſue to them, and to the 
troops under their command, in his own name, and in all reſpe&s to con ſider his fingle authority 
of the ſame force, until this order-ſhall be revoked, as that of the Governor General and Coun- 
<cil-colleCtively. . e | n | 


Fort William, I - 
11th February, 1784. 


| RR” a MC. had... — 


Read a letter ftom Mr. Briſtow, dated 4th October. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 


had the honour to addreſs you on the goth of Auguſt, ſoliciting your explicit directions dn 
the ſubje of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſmiſſion; and I ſhall-now endeavour to ſtate the whole of 
ws tranſaction to you, in. the cleateſt point of view, hoping it will appear that I have done my 
"moſt in a buſineſs hich forms · a principal and important part of my inſtructions. 


vas ſo circumſtanced us to render it vtterly impoſſible to undertake this meaſure at the time 
of my arrival, when ſuch very confiderable-detachments were diſperſed throughout the country, 
and the troops under the command of Col. Sir John Cumming had only reached Allahabad. The 
conſiderable number of two regiments only could be brought into the field; and I ſubmit to 
yout Judgment, gentlemen, in the event of reſiſtance, whether this force was, in any reſpect, 
equal to the ſervice, | 55 | 


I have alſo to obſerve, that it would have been a very difficult matter to have ſelected proper 
3 for the charge of ſuch extenſive diſtricts, eſpecially as it was impoſſible for me, imme- 

ately.on entering upon the oſſice, to form a correct judgment of the degree of confidence que to 
10 "gents, or the probability of a defection in Almaſs Ally Cawn's naibs, or his troops. Con- 
Vc 4 2 miniſter profeſſed to be on this head, Almaſs's immenſe wealth might poſſibl 


have 
U — 


of 


F „ 


teure here fidetiry, wine, om Ae offer Han, Leg ied omen, per errut A. 
burſements. I received charge with a heavy debt, running” at art exorvSitantintere$;, and aupty 
treafury. My plan, then, was to keep Almaſs in office, until the concluſion of the Fuſſullee 
year, when his qiſmiſſion might be effectect without Joſs or tumult ; but the miniſters determined 
oppoſition to this, as well as every other plan of reform, has again counteracted and rendered all 
my efforts vain. gh F directed him, in conformity to your inſtructions, to remove Almaſz 
Ally Cawn, and make the ſettlement of that Aumil's diſtricts, he has at laſt avowed his deter- 
mination to diſobey, pleading in excuſe, that as his former nominations are ſuperſeded, he ſhould 
leave ps to pars ap appoint the Aumils; he would exhibit them to his Highneſs, hut he would 


not mſelf. 


The undiſguiſed manner in which the miniſter has expreſſed his ſentiments, furniſh me with 
good reaſon to ſuppoſe, that his object is to encreaſe the confufion in this unhappy country, and, 
dy interrupting the Company's reſources, impute all the miſchiefs of his own ruinous admini- 

(tion to my ititerſerence, and erideavonr to indu e you to confient,. ava meaſtve of neteſfily, 
| his unparticipated and deſpotie domimion over the lives and property of the Vizier's ſubjech, 
Vhatever may be Nis motives, J beg leave te mark the contradiftion in his conduct, in calling 

upoti me to name aàumils, When he has already made the heavieſt complaints againſt me om th 
had, thovgh I never ventured beyond the firict line of my duty, in offering my opinion, as my 
in ſtructions enjom I ould,” on the propriety ar impropriet y of his nominatlons. Senſibie of the 
inſidious view with which Hyder Beg has often ſolicited me, in the moſt urgent manner) "we 
commend peopje for offices, I have moſt cautiouſly avoided yielding to his intreaties. The Au- 
rhils have all 


cert appointed rom his lifts 3' he has ſettled every account hien ſetf. Fhave confliicd 
my interference ſolely to advifitiy ocοτ)ο my in the charges of collection, &. reduction of the 
dangerous power of the great Aumils; and in inſtances that I have diſapproved of his nomivati- 
ons, I have ſtill left it in his diſcretion to appoint perſans of his own ſelection. e 


The colluſion between, the miniſter and Almaſs Ally Cawn is, I believe, ſufficiently proved, 
from the Jatter's remaining tn office in oppofitiori to my remorrſtrances, and im contempt᷑ of your 
poſitive commands, expreſſed in the Honourable the Governor General's inſtructions to me. It 
is evident, from Almaſy's continuing his accuſtomed arrangements for the year, in makiug new 
ledies, and repleniſhing lis ſtock ef military ſteres (all of which. has been done hy king he 
is aſſured of confirmation and permanence. He informed me himſalf, on his-raifing a tuſſulla of 
the Company's difbanded troopers z and when I aſhed an explanation from the miniſter of the 
authority by whieh he. a&ed; he firlt anſwered, it was a matter of ſurpriſe, and afterwaxds, thut 

| Eenight enquire of Almaſs, refuſing to give me any ſatisfactlon on the fabjeR..: I do not char 
Almafs with any crime in making theſe levies, as it is an eſtabliſhed cuſtom among the Vigiers 
Aumils to raiſe and diſband troops at their pleaſure : but the practice of thus delegating to ſub- 
jects an uncontrouled and exclufive authority over the military is of the moſt dangerous tenden 
cy: I need only revert to the inſtance of Almaſs Ally Cawn himſelf, who but laſt year withdov 
with his whole army, and was enabled to ſet the Vizier and the Company at defiance, to treat 
with his Sovereign upon a footing of equality, and exact his own terms, and an agreement gua- 
ranteed by your repreſentative's ſignature before he would deign to return. A. 1p | 


Every action of a man in Almaſs's ſituation is intereſting to the Vizier's government, and 
Have therefore watched his conduct minutely, when ſome time ſince my ſuſpicions of him were 
awakened, He had ſpoke to me of his intention to go to Myſan Gunge, a place ſeyenteen coſs 
from Lucknow, and I underſtood he went and returned; but he ſet off again on the 6th 
September, upon which occaſion his vackeel publickly declared, at my. houſe, that hismalter 
hal received news which gave him uneaſineſs, and cauſed his proceeding ſuddenly to Mylan 
Gunge; for which reafons he could not apprize me as uſual, but he propoſed ſtaying only to 
or three days, and then return to Lucknow: I afterwards heard that he had croſſed the Ganges 
to Tolgram, the principal cantonment of his troops, a place fifteen coſs from Canogue, on the 
Agra Road. I thought it my duty to tranſmit the neceſſary information to the commandisg 
officers, and called upon the miniſter for an explanation, though as uſual, he declined giving me 
ay ſatisfaction. I have fince underſtood. that the true cauſe of Almaſs Ally Cawn's journe) 
was owing to his having quarreled with the Naib of Etaya, and a fufpicion that he had app. 
to me for protection; to obviate the conſequences. of which, the miniſter himſelf adviſed 
his undertaking the journey. It is certain the Naib did ſend me a meſſage,, foliciting my bre 
tection, and aſſiſtance in procuring him the. farm of the Etaya province, independent of Almaſs. 
This propofition may, in the event of your determining on Almaſt's di ſmiſſion be improved K 
the Viziet's advantage; and it is for this reaſon, Gentlemen, that I have been ſo pa 
In, the circumſtances of a tranſaction which, in other reſpects, will Pe 
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Governor General, dated gth Noyember 

1825 ſince n-a.number of  origmal Letters, oa RAE : 3-6 that ho: 
had negoc y Mahajee Sindia, through the Rebel Raja Cheyte Sings, by: which 
it ſeems that the Fort of Lahore, with a diſtrict around it, was to have been c to him. 
From one of the letters, which. is the hand writing of Almas's moouſhy, but without a cover, 
which all the other IerrersHiave; 1 fhroufd ſuppoſerhar; after lis returrt t&Etcknow, he preſerved 
a correſpondence with Cheyte Sing This letter muſt have been written by Almas in November 
laſt, and the fact is corroborated by Mr. Anderſon. In Almaſs's connection with - of the 

native powers) prior: to his returr he has received: the Vai pardon ;* but his comtitvaing it 

_ afterwards is certainly criminal, and am indiedtior of ths treat hel has propacsd for tin (lf. - 
though, at the preſent juncture, he may have no inducement to go to it. The eſtimate of . th 
diſtricts under his charge I have the honour to encloſe, wherein his allowances are ſtated at the 
ſum of rupees 20, 28, 00. 5. . and his military eſtabliſhment at 14,000 infantry and cavalry, 
with 40 pieces of canton; entirely independant of tlie Vizier's tor 1 85 Tong ds he can 
enjoy theſe advantages with perſonal ſecurity, I ſhould imagine he can hub no atequate proſpect 
of I proviſion inthe ſervice of any foreign Prince, and therefore there will, be-nojteraptation for 
him to quit the Vizier's domininions; but the preſent footing, upon which e holds his countries, 
is both diſtreſsful and degrading to his Highneſs's affairs and dignity. In the firſt place, he 
aſſumes an independant ſtyle of conduct; bs Naibs acknowledge their obedience due to him 
alone; and, in order to prevent inſults to the Vizier's authority, I have forborne applying for 
orders to him, except in the. inſtances Where the ſupplying of — frogps rendered them 
abſolutely neceſſary. The only plea urged by the miniſter in favour of Almaſs, is the 
punctuality of his payments; which I reatily, admit, though Lgive him no merit fon it, I would 
be wonderful indeed, it, with an allowance of rupees. 076. 5, 6. for bis, civil. and 
military eſtabliſhments, holding the ſame diſtricts at a gradual decreaſe to government, and great 
profit to himſelf, he did not punctually pay the ſmall pittancs of revenue which remains. If 
Almas Ally Cawn. be thought @ uſeful ſervant to the Vizier, from the great'wealth' which he 
poſſeſſes, I can only obſerve, Gentlemen the prinzipal part of. his property is ſunurod in a way 
to render it of no benefit to the ſtate; nor will he ever produce it to ſupply the public emergencies, 
except he receives a confirmation of his great power. Continuing him on tlie preſent footing 
is only adding to his immenſe wealth, and impoveriſhing the country; when, by dividing the 
1 diſtricts under his charge among a number of Aumils, the wealth could neither be 
monopolized nor exported, and ſuch men would not have the means of reſiſting the Vizier's 
authority. Sh | | | 


I muſt earneſtly entreat yon, Gentfemen, to coriſider my preſent ſttuatiop, that alt my efforts are 
rendered nugatory by every ſpecies of ſecret or open counteraction. I am charged with your affairs 
at a court, where the Nabob, in the words of my inſtructions, . muſt &vex be in the hands of 
ſome per ſom a mere cypher;ꝰ unhappitiyhe-is ſill that cypher in the hands of Hyder Beg Cawn. 
Why my endeavours to diminiſh the influence of this miniſter have hitherto failed of ſucceſs, 
I have in my former correſpondence had the honepr to explain to you: I will not therefore, 
Gentlemen, intrude upon your time, by re entering unneceſſarily into a detail; inaſmuch, however, 
as the ſituation of affairs at this court is Becoming every hour more critical, I ſhould fail in my 
duty, If I did not very earneſtly ſolicit your ſpeedieſt gecifion, as well upon the ſubject of my 
preſent addreſs, as on thoſe Which have preceded. iti Permit me: alſo, Gentlemen, with the: 
utmoſt deference, again to ſubmit to you, that it is only by tho interpoſition of your authority 
that the tyranny exerciſed by Hyder Beg Cawn over his Sovereign can now be reſtrained, or 
ole muftipliedd abuſes be cortected, whiok have already involved. every department: of the 
Vizier's government in. confuſion and- difizeſs, and which, in their further operation, ſeem to 
threaten tho total · ruin · of his eſtabliſu ment. N e VV 


294 2 * | 


I have the Honour to be, Kc. fe. 
Lacknůowwm. . , , (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,.. - 
h October 198% | Neſident at the Vizicr's Court, 


Ordered, That the.encloſures in the foregoing letter be entered after the Conſultation,” 


The Governor General thinks it proper to exculpate the ſecretary from. any poflible charge of 
delay, in laying. the above letter before the Board, It was ſent in circulation in proper time, 


eſcaped the Governor General's attention. 


1 70 J 


"The Following letter having been received from the ſecretary to the piblic department, the 
Board's reſolution was communicated to Mr. Wombwell on the gth (inſtant, and he he the 
to conform toit. | 15 | „ a | 'Ciroviet 


2 T0 Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary to the Political Department. 
Sir, | | | . | . . i 
54 In obedience to the commande of the Honourable the Governor General and council, in 
| 2 general department, I tranſmit you the annexed extract of their proceedings of this 
General Department, 5 (Signed) W. BRUERE, 
Council Chamber, any | | Secretary 


th January 1784. Fo, 
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EXTRACT of Conſultation, 5th Januar 1784. 


- Reſolved, that the Board do exert its influence with zhe Nabob Vizier for the payment. 
of his bond to Mr. Frazer, and that the fame be included in the eſtimates for the current 
&-: wear.z VE. , hu. ' | | | 
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Prinoipal — Wa ON — Sa R; 123,000 . — 


Intereſt at 12 per cent. per annum, from iſt Shauban or 
15th July 1782, to 15th September 1783 — — 
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8 R. 1,40,200 — — 
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Ordered, That this reſolution be referred to the political department. 
age A true Extract. * 
| | {Signed) W. BRUERE _ 


my 2 4 © 24 © - 


— — 


— 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to the Houonrable the Governor General 
| | and Council, zoth of Auguſt 1783. FRY MEL 


If I may form any concluſion from his (the acting miniſter's) conduct, it is not leſs his deſire 
to confirm the dangerous power of Almaſs Ally Cawn, by leaving him in poſſeſſion of all his 
countries—'Theſe are points, Gentlemen, of ſuch immediate importance to the welfare and 
exiſtance of his Highneſs the Vizier's government, that, agreeably to my inſtructions, nothing 
on my part has been omitted, in the way of proteſt and remonſtrance, to deter the miniſter 
from the -profecution of them. Se entirely, however, has Hyder Beg Cawn thrown of 
reſpe&t and conſideration for your repreſentative, that I muſt confeſs I have no longer any 
expectation of good from this mode of interference. At the ſame time, I am at a loſs, Gentlemen, 
how otherwiſe to act. Having already ſeen my endeavours to execute treaties interpreted into 4 
deſign to 'infringe and uſurp the Sovereign rights of the Nabob, I cannot flatter myſelf that an 
attempt to ſecure his dominicns againſt the horrors of future rebellion would from his miniſter 
meet a more favourable conſtruction. In this Dilemma, I beg leave to requeſt, your explicit 
directions for my guidance, upon a ſuppoſition that the miniſter, undeterred by my remonſtrance, | 
ſhould at laſt determine to continue a ſyſtem, which, by a moſt impolitic divifion.of his 
Highnels's treaſures and forces, leave no ſecurity to government for the payment of the revenues, 
and the peace of the country, except what may be derived from the uncertain forbearance 
and moderation of a few powerful and haughty individuals. Of the fallibility of this * 

e | : in 


Af 


( 7 1 
indeeed, if it were n-ceſſary, Gentlemen, to Sed for examples in proof of a ſelf-evident 
propoſition, the inſtance of Almaſs Ally Cawn's revolt laſt year would, I apprehend, be 
deciſive. c | 5 
225 A true Extract. ö 8 


(Signed), JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


EXTRACT of the Honourable the Governor General's Inſtructions to Mr. John 
Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court; dated the 23d of October 1782. 


Almaſs Ally Cawn, 57th. — The means by which Almaſs Ally Cawn has been permitted to 
acquire independence have been long ſeen, and the effects of it foretold by every perſon acquainted 
with the-ſtate of that government, except thoſe immediately intereſted in it. The late reſident 
has been his conſtant advocate; and I lately underſtood that, however truly, the miniſter diſ- 
claims all concern in this imprudent meaſure, It is very extraordinary that his defection, his 
retreat to the frontier, «the ſubſequent negociations which paſſed between him and the Nahob, 
the engagements concluded between 1 which reſemble more a treaty between equal ſtates than 
a tranſaction between a ſovereign and his vaſſal, have all paſſed without the leait communication 
or report of them being made to me by the reſident, or his aſſiſtant, or the miniſter; and, in a 
letter which I have lately received from the Nabob, the miniſter has had the preſumption to 
male the Nabob declare the whole to be falſe and without foundation, and to affirm that every 
part of his dominions enjoyed the moſt perfect peace and tranquility, Upon this ſubject the 
behaviour of the miniſter is ſo reprehenſible, that I think it. incumbent upon me to let him know 
my ſentiments of it. It will at leaſt ſhew him how thin the veil is by which he covers his own 
acts, and that fuch artifices will only tend to make them the more criminal, from the falſehood 
and duplicity with which they are aſſociated. As for Almaſs Ally Cawn himſelf, the policy 
which has been obſerved towards him has been ſcandalouſly derogatory from the Nabob's dignity 
and intereſt, and hurtful to the reputation of our government, ſo far as it is connected, or the 
world will think it connected, with it, If any engagement ſhall actually ſubſiſt between them 
at the time you have charge of the reſidency, it mutt, however exceptionable, be faithfull 
obſerved, But if he has been guilty of any criminal offence. to the Nabob his maſter, for which | 
no immunity is provided in the engagement, or he ſhall break any one of the engagements of it, 
L do ſtrictly enjoin you, and it muſt be your ſpecial cate to endeavour, either by force or 
ſurprize, to ſecure his perſon and bring him to juſtice. By bringing him to juſtice, I mean 
that you urge the Nahob to puniſh him with death, on a due conſideration, as a neceſſary ex- 
ample to deter others from the commiſſion of the like crimes; nor muſt you deſiſt till this is 
effected. I cannot preſcribe the, means; but to guard myſelf againſt that obloguy to which I 
may be expoſed by a forced miſconſtruction of this order by thoſe who may beroativr be em- 
ployed in ſearching our records for cavils and information againſt me, I think it proper to forbid, 
and proteſt againſt the uſe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accompliſh the end which I 
have preſcribed ; and as you alone are privy to this order, you will of courſe obſerve the greateſt 


lecrecy, that it may not tranſpire. But I repeat my recommendation of it, as one of the firſt 
and moſt eſſential duties of your office. 8 , 9 73 1 


A true Extract. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTO W. 
dar Rofident at the Vizier's Court. 
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From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Caan; dated the 26th of Jemmady ul Ewul 1197, or 29th 


 Trequeſt you will favour me with a flatement of the Jumma, for the complete year, of the 
foridces: of Corah, Etaya, Jugdieſpore, &c. all the countries under Almaſs 2 Cawn. 

he accounts which you gave me of Barelly, &c. under Khauja Gin Uddien, are thoſe of laſt 
Jen; * of the preſent year is to be W 2 by them, and they are of little 


1 
pleaſed to order the latter to be furniſhed from the Duan's office, and tranſmit they 
io me, R J. , & * 5 6 "7 


Be 


* 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I have received your letter. I before cauſed to be prepared and preſente l to you ſuch accounts 
of. Corah, Et ya, 38 as were depoſited in the office according to the uſage obſerved by 
farmers, I will cauſe them to be again prepared by the Dewanny oſſicers, and preſent them 
to you. When you required an account of particulars of the Jumma of the diſtricts in Barelly, 
| &c. I repreſented to you, that they had been let upon Teaſe for ſome years paſt, and it was not 

uſual for ſuch accounts to be depoſited in the office; but the accounts of former adminiſtrations, 
during the time they were in truſt, I had.cavfed to be prepared by Duan's Motteſidies, and 
delivered to you. Batelly, &c. was farmed laſt year; and the account particulars of each diſtri 
in it have not been received, They were eftimatel according to the Aumil's agreement; and 
this year that they are in truſt the accounts will be tranſinitted after the taxes are ſettled, 
Whenever they may be received, I will preſent them to you: I have written for them. 


— — —-— — 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn : dated che 27th Jemmady ul Ewul, or Zoch April 1783. 


I am favoured with your letter concerning the accounts of Birelly Corah Etya and Jugdieſpore. 
I have by me the account of the ſaid diſtricts, which you furniſhed from the Dewany office; 
and there wiil be no uſe in cauſing tho:e accounts to be again given to me by the officers of the 
Dewanny, It is very true, the Aumils do not tranſmit the accounts of the taxes they levy 
when they farm diſtricts, but I imagined that the perſon inveſted with the authority for the 
time being, in order to aſcertain the advantage and diſadvantage to government, and to form his 
judgment in making the ſettlement, would enquire into the particulars of the taxes, and 
obtain an account of them, eſpecially of ſuch important places as are under the management of 
Khauja Gin Uddien and Almaſs Ally Cawn, amounting to above half the Vizier's dominions; 
otherwiſe there value being unknown, a compliance wirh any demands which theſe Aumils 
might require in their own favour, would become a meaſure of neceffity. Owing to theſe 
cauſes, Almaſs Ally Cawn and Khauja Gin Uddien, notwithſtanding their. being uncontrouled 
rulers of the diſtrifts entruſted to their charge, and deriving great benefit and ad vantage from 
N have had remitted to them very conſiderable ſums under the head of decreaſe. 
Thus, in the place of putting their countries into a flouriſhing and cultivated ſtate, 1 underſtand, 
from the accounts in my poſſeſſion, both the population and cultivation have decreaſed; and 
having reaped great profit themſelves the country is thrown into general ruin. In conſequence 
of the heavy balance due from Khauja Gin Uddien, I have wrote him, in plain and explicit terms, 
that he muſt confider his welfare will depend upon 'the payment of the 3 mand, 
and he ſhould not make light of my friendſhip. He has nevertheleſs totally neglected to male 
remittances, and is conſtantly writing vague excuſes; of theſe incidents I have repeatedly 
apprized you. I rely on your deviſing expedients for realizing the aſſignment on Barelly 
&c. that you will now be pleafed by ſome means to enforce payment from Khauja Gin Uddien, 
and that he receive the puniſhment due for his offences. I underſtand an account of the taxes, 
levied by Khauja Gin Uddien, it is not recorded in-the office. I hope you will favour me with 
one, when you may be able to obtain it; and I beg that you will conceal the contents of letters 
of this nature, which are ſecret from every body except Ranges Mahomed Taker. 


* 


——— 


From Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 7th Rujjub 1197, or the 8th June 1783 · 
4 In the account which I have received from you, the particulars. of each diſtrict in alte 
ſpecified, but they are wanting in thoſe of Corah, Etya, and Jugdiepore, and therefore 1 
trouble you for a ſeparate ſtatement of them. | e ee geen 
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Hyder Beg Cawn in reply ; dated the 8th of Rujjub 1197, or gth June 1783. 


You are pleaſed to order a ſeparate ſtatement of the particulars of the Jumma of Corah and 
Etya, which has not been made out ſince they were let upon leaſe; the ſettlement has been con- 
cluded according to the cuſtom in ſach cafes, I will cauſe the ſettlement of theſe provinces, 
when they were formerly in truſt, to be prepared to-morrow, and the day after it ſhall be pre- 
ſented to you. | t T. ; 


— 3 2 * 
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Mr, Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 26th Shabaan 1197, or 25th July 1783. 


I you have aſcertained the particulars of the taxes, and the ſeveral diviſions of the diſtricts ia | 
Corah and Etya, be pleaſed to favour me with them, being particularly wanted. The ſoonec 
obeſe itatements ace furniſhed, the more pleaſing it will be. "4p | 


* 1 _ 1 Md... La 
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| Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 
When I do myſelf the honour to wait upon you to-morrow, I will addrefs you on the ſuhject 
of the accounts you require, and obey your commands. 


JR. — — 8 
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9 


— m 
CTY 2 


VN. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 29th of Shabaan 1197, or zoch July 1783. 


' T muſt trouble you for a ſtatement of the ſeveral diſtricts in Corah and -— a ſubject on 
which I have repeatedly importuned you. If you have been able to obtain it, oblige me with it. 


D 


6 ——_ — 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. x 


Tou order me to furniſh a ſtatement of the diſtricts in Corah and Etya. When I have the 
honour te Wait upon you to-morrow, I will explain the matter to you, by inſpecting the ſtate- 
ment of former years, with which I have furniſhed you. The account you require may there- 
from be prepared in the manner you are pleaſed to direct. Ho | 


wy „„ : en — © - - 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Caun; dated the 3d of Rumſaan 119), or ad Auguſt 1783. 


I do not wiſh to give you unneceſſary trouble in my correſpondence; but as the period for 

making the ſettlement is elapſing, and as yet no ſtatement of the diſtricts in Corah and Etya is 

formed and'preſented to me, be pleaſed to inform me if you can fix a-time for fayouring me with 
ſaid ſtatement, urn | TY PM: 


A. n * — —_ 8 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 


You order a ſtatement of the diſtti&t in Corah and Etya. I repreſented to you that you might, 
.Xcording to your pleaſure, prepare a ſtatement of them from the former accounts with, which I 
had furniſhed you. Twice have fince waited on you; and, owing to other affairs which I had 
do ſtate to you, and your commands to me, neither of us recolleQed this buſineſs. I ſhall attend 


* 


into engagements, on account his farm will ſhortly expire, wherefore be pleaſed: moſt ſpeedily 


and his anxiety to viſit her prevented his compliance. He directed Maha Raja Surat Sing ſhould 


on you to-morrow, and will prepare the ſtatement from thoſe accounts. Whatever is your 
pleaſure will be done. 3 | | 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 6th of Rumgaan 119), or 5th Auguſt 1783. i 


T under̃ſtand, by your favour of the 29th of Shabaan, that a ſtatement of the diſtricts in Corak 
and Etya may be formed from the accounts with which you have furniſhed me. The day before 
yeſterday you alſo verbally promiſed to explain this matter to me. I have ſearched a great deal 
after thoſe accounts, and have formed the account particulars of Sharah and Judeeſpore, but can- 
not find any for Corali and Etya; moreover I do not recollect that you ever furniſhed me with 
them in the form I required, though it is three months fince I have importuned you, If in my 
poſſeſhon, how could I have troubled you ſo repeatedly on the ſubject ? The day before yeſterday 
Almaſs Ally Cawn diſcharged the ſums due from him in full, and the term for which he entered | 


to form a plan of ſettIEment for the diſtrifts under his charge. When matters of ſuch importance, 
and the ſettlement of the whole provinces are in agitation, I ſubmit it to your judgment, wheth et 
it is adviſable or not. that his Highneſs ſhould proceed to F'yzabad, Be pleaſed to favour me with 


* 


an anſwer. „ 


nn trend. pt 
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Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 


I have received your favour. I cauſed two papers concerning Etya and Corah, containing the 
accounts of former times, to be delivered to you. It does not fon ty if, from the multiplicity of 
papers, they cannot be found, as I have other copies by me. Lo-morrow I will wait nw. 
Affairs of importance depend upon the orders of his Highneſs. The day after to-morrow is fixed 
for giving Maho Raja Surat Sing his Kelaat, and diſpatching him. I ſolicited his Highneſs to 
delay bis departure until the day after to-morrow. - He anſwered, that his mother was indiſpoled, 


follow him, and his Highneſs would diſpatch the Maha Raja from Nabob-Gunga. 


— | 
7 Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; Acid the 15th of Rumzaun 1197, or 14th Auguſt 1783. 


No ſettlement of the diſtricts under Almas Ally Cawn has yet taken place. The ſeaſon s 
elapfing, and it is proper that this buſineſs ſhould be ſpeedily conclude e. 


| Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 

have received your favour. You are pleaſed to direct the ſettlement of the diſtricts under 

dne, Ally Cawn. I am obedient to your order. I will attend upon you, and repreſent all the 
particulars. = 2 l 10 «62% WY | f 
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Mr. Brinow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 15th of Rumzaun, or 16th Auguſt 1183 


T have received your letter of the 15th inſtant, in anſwer to mine on the ſubject of the ſettle- 
ment of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtrict, You have for a long time paſt, on every occaſion, told 
me, in reply to my requiſitions (inſtead of forming arrangements, executing the buſinels, 7 
ſettling accounts, &c.) that you will obey my orders. I ſincerely wiſh that the Vizier's 2 
were well ſettled; and the Company's aſſignments, on account of the enfuing year, ſhouf 
immediately aſcertained, as both governments mult ſuffer from the delay. The reſponſibility of 
' what has happened, or may happen, will reſt with you. e 


TT 
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„„ Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 

| have received your letter. You are pleaſed to write as if the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn's diſtricts, the execution of the buſineſs, the adjuſtment of the accounts, and the delays 
which have occurred, reſted upon me, Do me the juſtice, fir, to point out the particular in- 
ſlances in which I have evaded or delayed to obey your conumands. You directed nomination 
of Aumils to the ſeveral diſtricts ; they were immediately made, You ordered the accounts of 
receipts and diſburſements to be fettled; I tated the Aumils reprefentation, and informed you, 
that I would cauſe them to be prepared agreeable to the Summa you might fix, and preſent t 
to you. You directed a reduction of expence ; I replied, that you had the accounts of the year 
1190 Fuſſully, and wherever, and in whatever mode you thought proper, orders ſhould be ifſued 
tothe Aumils regarding the Company's aſſignments. I have already repreſented to you, and [ 
now do, that there is no obiection on my part in obeying your orders, at whatever time, and in. 
whatever mode you pleaſe to give them. The Company's aſſignments are a buſineſs of greater im- 
portance than any other: His Highneſs alſo is intent on it; and I muſt conſider my on welfare 
and advantage as depending on the execution of the Caps war by affairs. There is no objeQtion on. 
this head concerning a charge in Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtri u delayed until he had diſcharged 
the ſum due from him. A few days are elapſed ſince he has done it, and you ordered a change: 
"The period is not a long one. I repreſent to you, among inſtances of ſecurity and confidence to 
the Company, that large aſſignments were always granted on Almaſs Ally Cawn; his payments 
are more regular than thoſe of any banker, and he has invariably every year diſcharged to the laſt 
farthing. Now that it is your pleaſure to remove Almaſs Ally Cawn, undoubtedly other Au- 
mils ſhall be appointed, who will pay the Company's demands without giving trouble. A_Jift of 
the Aumils unemployed, thoſe who are ſolicitous for employments, and a ſtatement of the dib iſion 
of the diſtrits under Almaſs Ally Cawn, have been preſented to you; and I will exhibit to his 
Highneſs the names of the perſons, and the diſtrict to which you may appoint them. An anſwer 
may be received in two days—that will not be a diſtant period, I do not, in any reſpect, excuſe 
myſelf from the obedience and fubmiſſion I owe you night and day. I am attentive to the Com- 
pany's affairs, and my obedience to you. Whatever you have ordered I have obeyed, and now 
even I obey. As a perſon in whom the utmoſt confidence and reliance may be placed for the 
punctuality of his payment, a circumſtance well ee nf goa, I quote Almaſs Ally Cawn, 
when I ſpeak of the Company's affignments, which are an object prior to every other affair, ex- 
cept in this particular, I do not recommend Almaſs. Be pleaſed to favour me with your nomi- 
nation of Aumils to Almaſs Ally Cawn's difiricts, that I may exhibit the ſame to his Highneſs. 
An anſwer will ſpeedily arrive. My reaſon for having aſked your orders regarding a reduction of 
expence, indeed I now aſk them, is this: In places where the expences are regulated by cuſtom, 
thoſe you will approye, becauſe it is certain that your attention is given to the preſerving order in 
the country, Several perſons who, during laſt year, have demanded more than is cuſtomary, 
and wiſh to do the ſame in future, will not conſent to my arrangement; wherefore I ventured to 
ſolicit your orders and plains. In any other ſituation it is the duty of a ſervant of government to 
repreſent, to the beſt of his judgment, whatever is right, as a well-wiſher. Ultimately, what- 
exer may be your order ſhall be done. — 5 . | Sn Rds 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 23d Rumzaun, 22d Auguſt 1783. 


[ have received your letter, in anſwer to mine of the 19th inſtant, on the ſubject of the ſettle- 
ment of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts. The conciſe tate of the caſe is this, that Lentertain a dif= 
poſition to forward the affairs of both governments, and conſider à wat of words as uſeleſs; 
"herefore I muſt aſk, whether or not you recolle& my ſhewing you the original correſpondence 

ween Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and. Almaſs Ally Cawn ? It is evident therefrom, that 
Almaſs Ally Cawn had connected himſelf with theſe chiefs ; and in other reſpects, by marching 

© year to Secundera, he gaye proofs of his diſpoſition to withdraw his allegiance from the 
Viziers government. As he had returned to Lucknow agreeable to his Highneſs's orders, and 
zou and Mr. Johnſon entered into a treaty with him before my arrival at Lucknow, I did not 
think it right to make any retroſpection into his conduct, nor would I now wiſh to deviate from 
the treaty, if he will relinquiſh the diſtricts under his charge without tumult or diſturbance. 1 
Coelented to the Governor General my intentions of advifing his Highneſs to diſmiſs Almaſs ax 
Ale and I continued Colonel Morgan and Colonel Sir John Cumming, to guard againſt Almaſs 
th / Cawn's contumacy when his diſmiſſion ſhould take place. Whatever I have undertaken in 
ke buſineſs is agreeable to the Governor General's inſtructions.—I have repeatedly written to you, 

1 now write, that you make the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts. Be pleaſed pri- 
Vor. IV. | Y vately 


[ 82 J 


vately to form a plan of arrangement, and preſent it to me, that whenever his Highneſs may arrive 
it ſhould be immediately carried into execution. In caſe his ighneſs's return ſhould he poſt. 
poned, it is adviſable, at the preſent juncture. you addreſs him on the 22 of the preſent ſettle. 
ment of the country, and ſolicit that he ſhould be pleaſed ſpeedily to come to Lucknow. I have 
ſtated theſe ſecret matters to you without diſguiſe, and I defire an anfwer, whether or not you * 
will comply with my requiſition, | ; | 
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Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 


I have received your letter oh the ſubject of the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally Cawn, and other 
matters, which you communicated to me as ſecret. In this caſe I have replied to your orders, 
that I was obedient, and I never addreſſed his Highneſs on ſecret matters, except by your per- 
miſfron. I am obedient to your pleaſure in every buſineſs, and at all times. His Highneſs was 
this day to leave Fyzabad, and will arrive in two or three days. I am in any way ready in my 
ſubmiſſion to your pleaſure in this buſineſs, 2 | 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 28th Rumzan 1197, or 27th Auguſt 1783 


he pleaſed to acquaint me if you have yet formed a plan for the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn's diſtricts; as the time is elapſing, the ſooner this buſineſs is ſettled the better. In my 
addreſs to you of the 23d inſtant, | aleed, whether or not R hen recollected the correſpondence 
between Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Almaſs Ally Cawn? I repeat my requeſt to you, 
whether or not you have peruſed it. | Wig | 


* 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. 


I have received your letter; You enquire if I have formed a plan for the ſettlement of Almaſs 
Ally Cawn's diſtricts, and deſire I would preſent it to you, At all times, whatever you have 
T ordered concerning the general ſettlement of the country I have executed, and I never objected 
to your commands relative to Almaſs Ally Cawn's affairs, but repreſented to you that you were 
furniſhed with a liſt of Aumils unemployed, and the ſolicitations for employment, and I would 
a exhibit to his Highneſs the nominations to the reſpective diſtricts as you ſhould be pleaſed to 
| order. To- morrow I will attend upon you, and Rate other matters. | 


* 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 29th of Rumzaun, or 28th Auguſt 1783. 


In my letter of the 23d and 28th inſtant, I addreſſed you concerning the peruſal of the original 
correſpondence between Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Almaſs Ally Cawn; you evaded 
making any reply. For the third time I now muſt trouble you to inform me, whether or not you 
have peruſed the ſaid correſpondence, Fs | 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply. - 


I am fayoured with your letter. Twice and theice have I ſolicited you, ce that you : 
5 2 to direct what was advitable, and it ſhould be done, concerning Almaſs Ally Caun 
airs. N Ws, 


Fnever objected to this buſineſs. za unfever to my repeated applications, you directed me not 
to addrefs his Highnefs on the ſubject until the Aumils were named. 2 


j 


to relieve mn 


not. nd ons.  . onm a dra on. 


C1: 
blame in this buſineſs, I repeat my repreſentation to you, that I do not object. Twill 
—_— you order. Other matters I explained at aur interview this day, 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr, Briſtow to Colonel James Morgan, cammanding the Troop: L 
the Field; dated Lucknow, 27th Auguſt 1783. 


The period approaching when I expect Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſmiſſion the diſtricts 
under his authority will take place, I tranſmit you a ſtatement of the troops under his com- 
mand, and their ſtations, as nearly as I have been able to aſcertain them, I hope this event will 


be unattended with tumult ; but I furniſh you with the information, that every neceſſary precay- 


tion may be taken. | ; 


STATEMENT of Almaſs Ally Cawn's Troops. 


With whom. Horſe, | Foot. .| Artillery. 
Sobah Ram and Sewaram, Foujdars of Etawa - - | 800 | 1,600| 5 
| Shaik Aſimul Deen, Foujdar Ackberabad Secundara - | 200 | 400; 
Takoor Doſs, Foujdar Shokrah - — — - | $00 | 1,000 4 
Sutul Purſand, Foujdar Cora «©, = - | $20 1,00 5 
Hane Roy, Aumil Pippaujl = - =—_ - | 200] 1,000| 2 
uſſure Cawn, Jugduſpore, Ancune, &c. EN” 200 | 1,000 | 4 
Huſſein Buxſh Chelap, Foujdar Futtypore . — 1000] 2 
At Meak G unge - - 680 [ 
At Talgong * * - 1,400 | 1,700 18-4 large. 
5 | | | 4,850 | 8,700 | 40 
With Almaſs at Lucknow - - ® 22. 150] 300 


Toei! = | $000 9,00 40 


N. B. 20 pieces of the above artillery belong to the Nabob. 
20 Do — Doe — Do — Almaſs, 


— — * — hy 
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To Colond Sir Ihn G commanding a detachment on the frontier ſtation The ſame 
A do Colonel 1 2 ing, 8 | | 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel James Morgan to Mr. Briſtow; dated Cawnpore, 29th 


| I have received your letter of the 27th inſtant, with the ſtatement of Almaſs's forces; and I 


2 tranſmitted, as my inſtructions direct, a copy of them to the Board, and have requeſted 


elt inſtructions on the ſubject of them. 
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684) 
Tn the meantime give me leave to remark, that in caſe the ſervice of any of the troops of this 
Nation is required, two regiments may be ſupplied them, I ſhall have only two regiments here 
(one of which is a broken one) which cannot be conſidered as a force fit to act with on emergency 
eſpecially as the ſtrength of a regiment is reduced nearly one third by the new eſtabliſhment; and 
it Joes not appear that I can move the brigade without the Board's orders, unleſs on a ſudden 
emergency againſt a foreign enemy: But, upon a requiſition for troops, I am directed to ſend ſuch 
a proportion as I am able, without endangering the fecurity of the ſtation; therefore, ſhould you 
want more than two regiments, it will be abſolutely neceſſary for me to call Captain Dennis and 


Alſton's battalions in here, and application muſt be made to Colonel Blair for other troops to take 
up their ſtations; and you are not unacquainted of Colonel Sir John Cumming's detachment being 


deſigned by the Board for guarding and keeping in es the provinces above Korah; and this 


ſation is more conveniently ſituated to ſend troops from againſt Almilſs's forces, which, accordi 

to your ſtatement, are for the moſt part ſituated not far from it. In caſe of any diſturbance hap- 
pening, to march the brigade againft ſuch a divided and ſeparated a force as Almaſs's appears to be 
by the ſtatement, would be putting the Company to a very great expence, which is unneceſſary 
in my opinion, as the ſervice can be performed full as well by ſtrong detachments from Colonel 
oi 1 Cumming's force, aſſiſted with two or three regiments from this ſtation, though there 
muſt be two regiments here at leaſt, as it takes 500 men to furniſh the ordinary camp guards; 


| beſides, putting the brigade in readineſs will immediately ſet the country in alarm, and ſuch a 


force as two regiments can march off always, with their guns, &c, on twenty-four hours warn- 
ing. But beg leave to obſerve, it will be neceſſary to have ſome of the Nabob's cavalry to ad 
with the detachments ſent upon this ſervice. . 


When Major Nico's regiment is collected, it will be ſufficient, with ſuch of the Nabob's az 
arethere, for quelling any diſturbance in any part of the country near him, therefore he can re- 
main there, | 


T here is one circumſtance which I beg leave to acquaint you with; that is, in conſequence of 
the late orders for reducing the eſtabliſhment, there will be about 4.000 old ſepoys diſcharged 
from the corps now in his Excellency's dominions on the firſt of next month, and moſt of them 
may be entertained by Almaſs, if he ſhould be inclined to make any oppoſition, or raiſe diſ- 
turbances. g | | 2 | | n. 


Whenever it may be expedient to call upon me for troops, I requeſt that . iſition from his 


Excellency the Vizier may come through you for that purpoſe, as I muſt adviſe the Board of all 


ſuch orders immediately, 


* 


COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cummings to Mr. Briſtow ; dated Futty Ghur, 
Augult 29th, 1783. 


I am favoured with your letter of the 25th inſtant, encloſing a ſtatement vf the troops under 
Almaſs Ally Cawn. e 


— 


As it is not poſſible for me to judge of the probability of a diſturbance taking place in this 
country, in conſequence of Almatls's diſmiſſion from the office he now holds, I muſt beg leave 
to remind you, that the force under my command will be weakened very much by the reduction 
which will be made in the regiments on the 1ſt of September (viz. 200 rank and file to be dif- 
charged from each) and by the detaching a force to Rohilcund. It would not. be poſſible, with- 
out recalling that detachment, to carry more than 2,600 men fit for the ſervice into the field. It 
alſo may be neceſſary to reduce the fort at Etya, ſhould Almals be inclined to keep poſſeſſion of 
it, in which event we ſhall ſtand in need of four 18 pounders. 


I beg leave to ſuggeſt to you, whether it would not be moſt adviſable to ſeize the perſon of 
Almaſs while he remains at Lucknow. The ſeveral bodies of troops, now diſpoſed at the ſeyeral 
ſtations mentioned in your ſtatement, would never think of aſſembling in one body if their 
chief was confined; whereas, if he remains at liberty, it is not improbable but many of the 
country p2ople may join in an inſurrection in his favour againſt the Vizier's government, 
may perhaps endeavour to gain the powers on the other fide of the ſumma to ſupport his 
You, however, having the moſt certain intelligence, are beſt enabled to judge of the probabilit) 
of theſe events. e 7 „ e | | 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 29th of Rumzaan, or 28th Auguſt 1783. 


You this day talked to me on the ſubject of the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts. 
My advice is as follows : That ſuch of his Naibs may be continued, who will in future have no 
colluſion with him, and who are diſtinguiſhed as well for their attachment to his Highneſs's go- 
vernment, as for their good conduct in the cultivation of the country; but it does not appear to 
me there are any among them who anſwer this deſcription, Should there be any, be pleaſed to 
inform me. For a long time I have conſtantly importuned you on the ſubject of the ſettlement 
of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts; nothing is yet done: Do conſider this as a very delicate and im- 
portant affair, I have repeatedly reminded you of it, and proteſt againſt the miſchiefs and loſs 
which have accrued or may accrue from the delay, The whole reſts with you, 


— ' —— 


2˙•»⸗„-„ 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


| have received your favour, In regard to the ſettlement of the diſtrits, under Almaſs Ally 
Can, whenever I was ordered I did not object. His Highneſs was at Fyzabad, I repreſented 
that you were furniſhed with the Aumils names, and I would exhibit a liſt of thoſe perſons to him 
whom you might think proper to nominate. An anſwer would arrive in two days. Now that 
his Highneſs is here, be pleaſe to make the nomination, and I will preſent them to him. There 
is no room for reflection or objection on my part I am obedient. You, Sir, are the magiſtrate, 
As you charge me with criminality, without reaſon, I am helpleſs. Whenever you direct me 
to do it, I ſhall addreſs his Highneſs. | | 


5 


8 — 


8 10 


- Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated oth of Rumzaan 119), or 29th Auguſt 1783, 


I have received your favour, in anſwer to my query whether you had peruſed the original cor- 
reſpondence between Mahajy Scindia and Cheyt Sing, and Almaſs Ally Cawn. Notwithſtand- 
ing I have three times addrefled you on the ſubject, you have evaded to anſwer. You write me 
other matters, I explained at our interview this day. It is very true, that you yeſterday ver- 
bally confeſſed haying peruſed the correſpondence. My reaſon 5 having aſked this confeſſion 
of you proceeds from the delicacy and importance of the buſineſs; and I gave you timely notice, 
that you might not plead ignorance, in caſe of your being pleaſed to recommend Almaſs Ally 


Cawn, | 


—— —— 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I have received your favour. You write regarding the peruſal of Mahajy Scindia and Cheyt 
Sing's letters to Almaſs Ally Cawn. I repteſented, * That on waiting on you, I would aſk the 
* reaſon for your putting the queſtion.” I did ſo; and you were pleated to aſſign as the reaſon, 
that it was to prevent my pleading, upon any occaſion, ignorance in excuſe, Is this acting 
fairly ? As it is ſome time ſince you ſhewed me the letters, why are doubts entertained of my 
objecting to this buſineſs concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn's affairs? Ten months ago, when you 
arrived, you ſaid it was unadviſable to leave fuch extenſive countries under his charge. I repre- 
ſented that it was well, take them from him. The meaſure was, conformably to your orders, 
executed in regard to Ryzabad, &c. and you directed that he ſhould be removed from Et ya and 
| rah at the heginning of the year. I explained former tranſactions to you concerning the no- 
mination of Rajah Nunderam to Corah, Rajah Jaggernaut to Etya, and Tokeodaſs and other 
Aumils under Almaſs Ally Cawn being ready to attend; I alſo fully explained the reaſons why 
my arrangements were ſet aſide. I never recommended Almaſs Ally Cawn, nor do I recom- 
mend him; and on ſhewing me the letter alſo, you ſpoke to me concerning his diſmiſhon from 
ig and Etya, I never objected in any manner, nor do I object. Let me know your plea- 
ure, and 1 will execute it. Be pleaſed, then, fully te explain why doubts are entertained of 
my pleading ignorance of the letters, that being informed I may reply to them. 


f 7 
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Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 3oth Rumzaan 119), or 29th Auguſt 178 J 
I underſtand, from your-anſwer to my letter, that you indirectly decline making the nomina- 
tion of Aumils to che diſtri under Almaſs Ally Caun: Vou write to me to do;it, and uſe e 
ſtons; therefore, in the laſt reſort, 1 muſt trouble you to inform me, in plain and explicit terms, 
whether or itot you will nominate Aumils for Almaſs Ally Cawæn's diſtricts, and in what time. 
Write me particutafly, In caſe you decline this buſineſs, tell me to. without di guiſe. 


" 1 . 4 4 | ( * 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


am favoured with your letter. You obſerve, © that I indireAly decline making the romni- 
& nation of Aumils to Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts, and that | aſk you to doit.” You are the 
director, and I am obedient. Could] have the audacity to male indirect repreſentations to you! 
Having addrefled you on the ſubject of nominating Aumils to all places, the diſtricts, and per- 
ſbns'natnied for them, were, conformable to your orders, exhibited to his "Highneſs, Iivery 
province was ſettled agreeahle to your orders and nominativns; for this reaſon '1'alſh+ added 
you concerning Almals Ally Cawn's diltricts, 5 to you, that I would exhibit to his 

ighneſs the names of ſuch ng ou might direct. I have repeatedly repteſented to you, in 
Almiaſs Ally Cawen's buſineſs, that I A4 not object or demur. Whatever is your plealurey be 
leaſed to communicate it to me, and it ſhall be done. The teſt in this affair is, that when you 

Irefel the withliolding'Kyrabad, &c. from Almats Ally Cutyn; it was imfh*drately executed; 
and alſo ottered to make a reduction from his other diſtricts,” if you chbfe to doit. You replied, 
they might remain for the preſent; I will ſettle that matter at the beginning of the year. At 
the time the other Aumils were changed, T ſpoke to you coneerning Almaſs Ally Cawn, and you 
told me, that the revenue of his diſtricts was not to be completely diſcharged until the conclu- 
ſion of the year; after which period the meaſure ſhould take place. For ſome time paſt, ſince 
his payments have been completed, you have directed Aumils to be appointed. Tanfwered, that 
it was well; I would exhibit to his Highneſs ſuch perſons as you might nominate to ſucceed him, 
1 have never recommended the continuing Almaſs Ally Cawn in employment ; I repiial-rowhat- 
ever you ordered, That it was well: An now alſo I acquaint you, I will exhibit to his High. 
neſs the names of fach' perſons as you may order for Almaſs Ally Cawrs diſtricts. I have al. 
ready cauſed you! to be furniſhed with a liſt of the Aumils unemployed, and thoſe ſoliciting and 
hopeful for employment. After the end, Iwill attend upon you, and repreſent affairs more folly 
l There ts no objection or demur on my part in this buſineſs. F am waiting for our 
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| 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow. to Major James Brown; dated Lucknow, 9th Sep- 
tember, 1783. 


f I encloſe a paper of news, from which it will appear as if Almaſs had intentions of leaving the 
Vizier's dominions, and connecting himſelf with the chiefs at Delhi. From his conduct laſt 
year, there is little dependence to be placed on his fidelity; and I ſhould be obliged to you for 
fach information as may have come to your knowledge concerning this matter. What renders 
his conduct extremely Ad, is, that he left Lucknow ſuddenly on the 6th inſtant, without 
giving notice of his intention, and directed his vakeel to aſſign ſome urgent buſineſs at Mean 
unge as the cauſe. | 8 


t 


— 
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To David Anderſon, Eſquire — The ſame as to Major Brown. 


* . 
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COPY of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel James Morgan, commanding the troops in 
the Field, dated Lucknow, ꝗth September, 178g. r 


I encloſe a paper of news, from which it will appear as if Almaſs Ally Cawn had intentions of 
leaving the Vizier's dominions, and connecting himſelf with the che Delhi. 1 hate is 


. 
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inſlant only received che intelligence. It being too late at night for me to obtain his Highneſs 
the Vizjer's commands, I muſt defer writing to you particular | 


- 


Ty till the morrow. What renders” 


-@ 


his conduct extremely ſuſpicious, is, that he left Lucknow ſuddenly on the 6th inſtant, without * 


giving notice of his intention, and directed his vakeel to aſbgn ſome ur 


N 


lonei Knudſon. 


6— — * SS 


ed eel to affign ſome urgent buſineſs at Mean 
Gunrge as the cauſe... I have giyen the ſame information to Colgnel Sir John Cumining and Co- 


* 


Colonel Sir John Cumming, and Lieut. Colonel Knudſon — The ſame as the above; with the 


following additional paragraph in the letter to Colonel Knudſon: 


« It is abſolutely neceſſary to uſe every, means in your. power to prevent Khaaja Ginuddięn's 


«, eſcape; and diſcoyer, if you can, if there is any intercourſe between, him and Almaſs Ally : 


© Cawn, and of haut nature. 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Peg Cawn, dated 11th Shovaul 1 197, or gth September 1783. 


| have, the pleaſure, to encloſe you an extract of intelligence I have this inſtant received, which 


ſeems to imply ſome extraordinary reſolution, in Almaſs Ally Cawn, He leſt this place on the” 


7th, having neglected the uſual formality, of acquainting me With his intentions. As I had nei- 


ther received any notice from yourſelf of his going, I requeſted, through Raja Koſhaul Roy, that 
you. would favour me with, the reaſon of his abſence; when you were pleated to inform me, by 


the ſame channel, that he was gone to Meay Gunge. on ſome urgent buſineſs,” but that he wonld 


return ſhortly; and on the 8th, I received, a ſimiſax account from the, vakeel of Almaſs. I am” 
now to requeſt you will fayour me explicitly with any particulars that-have or may come to your 
knowledge on the ſubject of the ercloſed intelligence; and I muſt here take leave to rematk, 


that it is now three months ago that I firſt repreiented to you the neceſſity of making the arrange- 
ments of Almaſs's diſtricts ; and that ſince the preſent time, the ſubject has been renewed by me 
tepeatedly, both verbally and by letter, yet hitherto ng, one ſtep has been taken towards ſuch ar- 
rangement. The buſineſs of Almaſs Ally Cawn was before a matter of much delicacy, made fo 
by his rebellion laſt year; his abrupt departure now is ſufficient to awaken all our ſuſpicions, and 


this it is that makes the ſteps to be taken on this occaſion a matter of the firſt importance. I 


am therefore to, requeſt, that having reflected and determined upon what ſhauld be done, you 
will inform me of your determination, | , | 5 | 
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EXTRACT. of Intelligence accompanying the above, and dated from Naper Uddoulah's 


Camp, near Deeg, the 7th Shewaul 1197 Higere, or 5th September 1783. 


Information has been received, that Mahomed Beg Cawn Humdany has marched two cos | 


towards Behla. The Nabob Naſer Uddowlah has in conſequence appointed eight hircarrahs to 


watch his motions, and alſo diſpatched twenty others, for the purpoſe of giving intelligence re- 


# * * 1 


ſpecting the Engliſh detachment at Furruckabad. 
1 ES; rig 
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EXTRAC T ad, from De; dated 10th Shewaul, or 8th September 1783. 


* o 


Almafs Ally Cawn having croſſed the Ganges, has reached the Purgunna of Falgaum; by Re- 


lays, in which expedition three horſes fell dead under him; we further underſtand, that it is his 
{tention to paſs. on to thefrontier of his diſtricts, 1555 Fs | 


2 9 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I have received your favour.—Raja Khooſhall Roy made enquiries of me concerning Almaſs 


Ally Cawa's going, and 1 replied, that his yakeel repreſented his maſter was gone with your 


leave 


* 
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leave. I afterwards repeatedly waited on you, and you did not ſpeak to me on the ſubject; and 
the-vakeel repeatedly aſſerted, that he had your leave. Whatever may be your pleaſure in this 
buſineſs, is highly proper; and in regard to the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts, When 
ever you ſpoke to me on the ſubject, I haye uniformly anſwered, „I was obedient to your com- 
e tnands; when you direct me to do it, I will addreſs his Highneſs.” To-morrow I will wait 
upon you, and execute whatever orders you may be pleaſed to give me. | 


Mr. Briſtow, in Reply, to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated 11th Shewaul t 197, or gth September 1783. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, in reply to that I addreſſed you on the ſub- 
ject of Almaſs Ally Cawu. Lou inform me, that you underſtand from Almaſs's vakeel, that he 
obtained my permiſſion previous to his departure, If this were fo, is it conceivable that I ſhould 
have expreſſed my ſurprize at his going, both to yourſelf and to the vakeel; and deſired to be in- 
formed of the cauſe of it? Or why did his vakeel, in conſequence of this procedure on my part, 
make his maſter's excuſe, ſaying he was gone on very urgent buſineſs ? : You are alfo pleaſed to re- 
mark, that with reſpect to the arrangement of Almaſs's diſtricts, you have uniformly expreſſed 
your readineſs implicitly to obey my directions. During three months I have been perpetually re- 
preſenting to you, Sir, that the ſooner thoſe diſtricts were ſettled the better; but inſtead of the 
neceſſary arrangements, I have always received for anſwer, a repetition of profeſſions of duty and 
obedience; and hence it is, that to this hour no one ſalutary meaſure has been adopted, Ihe 

queſtions of moſt importance now 'are, whether you think Almaſs will return or not; and, in 
caſe you are of the latter opinion, I deſire you will notify to me immediately the pleaſure of his 
Highneſs, with reſpect to ſuch directions as he may judge neceſſary to ſend to Colonel Morgan 
and Colonel Cumming ; as alſo, whether or not you will form any plan for the ſettlement of the 
| was — Almaſs, and the time when you will do it. Be pleaſed to inform me explicitly on 
thoſe heads. W | Sk | 


_— 


. 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


A 


I am favoured with your letter. What I aſſerted concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn was agreeable 
to his vakeel's repreſentation, The ſaid Cawn has always attended. Three times, during the 
courſe of the year, he went away with your permiſſion, and returned after an abſence of a few 
days. He never aſked leave through me; and in this mannerihis vakeel repreſents, that on the 
preſent occafion he had your permiſſion If you entertained doubts, you would have forbid his 
going; and why ſhould he have gone? You are the director, and the Nabob is maſter: I execute 
the direCtions I receive, and am obedient, Almaſs Ally Cawn did not go away privately : His 
vakeel's repreſentation is, that. he aſked your permiſhon three days previous to his departute. 
The day he ſet off, he acquainted you with it; and when likewiſe Almaſs Ally Cawn proceeded 
onwards from Mean Gunge, he did the ſame; to which you replied, that it was well. Vou ne- 
ver ſpoke to me on the ſubject, though I repeatedly waited upon you; and now you mentioned it 
as a matter of ſurprize. What can I, who am in the {tation of the obedient, repreſent to you 
concerning ſo clear and plain a tranſaction? To the vakeel you obſerved, that it was well; and to 
me, that it was a matter of ſurprize. Y our hircarrahs =, news writers are ſtationed with Al- 
maſs Ally Cawn, and certainly they inform you of all his proceedings. Whenever you have 
favoured me with your commands concerning the ſettlement of the diſtricts under Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, I have never made any objection. I he buſineſs remained in ſuſpenſe until his payments 
vwere completed; and it is not a month, though you ſpecify the period of three months, ſince he 
diſcharged the ſums due from him, You have, until this time, even forbid my. mentioning 
the ſuhſects to his Highneſs. I have repeatedly repreſented to you concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn, 
that you are the director, and you would pleaſe to order what you thought proper regording him. 
] am a ſervant of Government, and will obey. The Aumils have every where been appointed, 
agreeable to your directions: Liſts of the Aumils at preſent unemployed, ſpecifying their names 
in general, as well as thoſe of a few penſons ſelected from the whole body, have been preſented to 
vou. He pleaſed to inform me of the diſtricts to which you think proper to nominate them, that 
may exhibit_the ſame to his Highneſs ; but, in making this propofition, I have no view to de 
lay. My reaſon is this, that you before directed me to nominate Aumils, and l ſubmitted to 
your inſpection a lift of perſons whom I recommended for each ſeparate diſtrict; you altered mY 
nominations at the inſtigation of others, who conceived in their own houſes of Hyder Beg 
having nominated ſuch a man to ſuch a diſtrict, and “ we (ſay they) perſuaded the efident to 
appbint another in his room.“ Whenever I underſtood that the appointment would be ultima 
6 ar 


G 


arranged 233 to the advice of others, as it indeed has hitherto been the caſe, I then ac · 


quainted you that would exhibit to his Highneſs the names of the perſons whom you nominated 


to the ſeveral diſtricts; I therefore did not object with any deſign to delay or evaſion. You 
defire me to give my opinion, whether Almaſs will or will not return; and if 1 ſhould determine 


in the negative, you requeſt “ that orders may be ſent to the Colonel,” In the preſence of my 
ſuperiors, what is, my fingle opinion *—By the grace of God, all affairs are better known to 


you than to any other perſon; and your opinion, whatever it may be, is right and proper. Be 


pleaſed to expreſs your commands. It does not depend 2 upon my opinion; it becomes 
ſuperiors, in matters of opinion, to iſſue their mandates according to their pleaſure, and at their 
own time: they invariably. do right, and no detriment can ariſe therefrom. A perſon in the 
{ation of the obedient has not the audacity to give his opinion, when it may be a ſubje& of 
future inveſtigation. His Highneſs is the maſter, and you are the director; be pleaſed to order 
what you think right. I have told you all 1 have heard from Almaſs Ally Cawu's Vakeel; do 


you ſend for him, and make your enquiries according to your pleaſure, or as is proper in the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, whether Almaſs Ally Cawn is ſtill at the place he mentioned, ot 


whether he has proceeded onwards. 


— 


— 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 13th Shewaul 1197, or 11th September 1783. 


Almaſs Ally Cawn informed me, that he was entertaining a Reſalla of Furkſowars; I muſt 


therefore trouble you to acquaint me if it is by his Highneſs's or your order, and upon what 
footing he is ſo doing, as well as the fund allotted for the ſupport of it. 


* 


—_ * 
— 


Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply. 


I have received your letter in regard to Almaſs Ally Cawn's entertaining a Reſalla of Furk- 
ſowars, on which you write me: it is entirely unknown to me, and is a matter of ſurprize. To- 
morrow, having aſcertained the matter from his Highneſs, I will inform you. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— - 


Mr. Briſtow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 19th Shewaul 1199, or 15th September 1783. 


In anſwer to my letter of the 11th inſtant, concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn, you deſire me to 
make the nomination of Aumils to his diſtrifts ; and on giving you information of them, you 
would exhibit them to his Highneſs. You likewiſe write me that owing to the repreſentation 
of others, your nominations were before ſet aſide. I have never recommended any perſon; but, 
on the contrary, I have acquainted you, that if I objected to any Aumil, you might never- 
theleſs appoint him, if it was your pleaſure ſo to do. I was ready to aſſiſt in the execution: 
the reſponſibility reſted with you Notwichfianding I have expreſſed my ſentiments to you in 
ſuch plain and explicit terms, you deſire to make the ſettlement of Almaſs Ally Cawn's 
diſtricts, inſtead of undertaking it yourſelf, . From ſuch conduct is to be underſtood delay and 


evaſion; and the conſequences will be diſorder and confuſion,” when you, the acting miniſter, 


thus protract the execution of a buſineſs which is of greater importance than any other under 
_ Highneſs's government. Almaſs Ally Cawn arrived the day before yeſterday ; be pleaſed to 


imorm me of your intentions concerning the ſettlement of his diſtricts whether you mean 
Fe was him, and the period at which it is to take place; or whether you have not formed a 


_ contrary reſolution. If you ſhould have aſcertained the footing upon which Almaſs All 


2 is entertaining a Reſalla of Furkſowars, on which ſubject I addreſſed you on the 1 510 


t, you will oblige me by letting me know. 


- 
„ „* _— — * 
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Hyder Beg Cawn in reply. 
* have received your favour. Whenever you applied to me concerning Almafs Ally Cawn's | 
= ricts, [ never objected: I requeſted you, both verbally and by letter, that Aer would favour 
Weich your orders, agreeable to which I * addreſs his Highneſs. My 
Den a | 


jeCtion to nomi- 
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rating Aumils, as before explained to you, is not ſingly confined to Almaſs Ally Cawn's diftrigs, 

but to every other place: and when you may direct me to make nominations, I will return this 
anſwer : „ "That I will exhibit to his Highneſs the names of ſuch perſons for the reſpective ic. 

n tricts as you may be pleaſed to order.” —1 he perſon by whole repreſentation the Aumils were 
hitherto appointed, and in obedience to which I have acted—that perſon, Who has ſpoke” in ridi. 

cule, and continues ſo to do, of my affairs, ſaid very true. The plans and liſts of people, which 

you cauſed me to form, were merely. for the name; the Aumils were ultimately appointed ac- 

cording to the ſaid perſon's repreſentations, In this ſituation, I conſider my forming plans, and 

writing, to be uſeleſs; and | demur, that I may in future be relieved from ridicule : every man 

| wiſhes for the honoux due to his ſtation, In regard to what you chuſe to ſay from fayour towards 
| me, that I am the acting miniſter, how am I to be conlidered in that capacity, in affairs not 
left in his Highnefs's diſcretion ? whoſe authority and mine are evident from the tranſactions 

which I have tated. Paſt and preſent circumſtances I have thus plainly and explicitly repre- 

ſented, and do repreſent to you: After a candid conduct, how can doubts be entertained of 

* eyaſion and delay? Be pleaſed to inform me of the perſons you have thought proper to nominate 

to Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſtricts, that I may exhibit them to his Highneſs. You wrote to me 

in conſequence of the information Almaſs Ally Cawn gave you of his entertaining a Keſalla of 
Furkſowars: he is preſent, enquire of him: he will reply to you on this head, 


Trae Tranſlations and Copies, 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, ; 
1 „ Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


TRANSLATION of Hyder Beg Cawn's Narrative on Almaſs Ally Cawn's Succefſion, 


When Almaſs Ally Cawn, after having been at Cunnoge, had returned to Etawa, withdrawn 
his Aumils from the ſeveral diſtricts, and written letters im a ſtyle very improper and un- 
becoming, as it appeared to me highly derogatory from the dignity of government to heſitate at 
ſuch a time, I gave the following orders, which I thought beſt calculated to reſtore tranquility 
to the country: that Aumils ſhould be immediately appointed on the part of Government; ad- 
ding, that I had received letters rough Sheek Golaum Huſrut, &c. from Almaſs Ally Cawn's 
recalled agents, who were perfectly inſtructed in the detail of buſineſs, expreſſing their willing- 

neſs to enter into the ſervice of Government; and that I had na doubt his troops would imitate 
their example. Mr. Johanſon originally faubferthed tro the advice; but Meer Zeen ul Abudun, a 
friend of Almaſs's, having afterwards ſtated that the ſucceſſion of Almaſs would be aitributed to 
him, Mr. Johnton, he forbad the appointment of Aumils, and directed that every poſſible means 
ſhould be employed to conciliate Almats; and, that to induce him to return, ali his requiſitions 
x ſhould be complied with, as otherwife he himfelf would be expoſed to all the odium and blame: 
to which I replied, that as no fuch conſequence was to be apprehended ; that we ſhould find it a 
very eaſy taſk, and in a very ſhort time, to take pofſeſhon of and fettle the country, when 
Almafs would be. humbled, and readily return ot his own accord; otherwiſe” being puffed up 
with vain imaginations that the collections could not be carried on without his aſſiſtance, his 
inſolence and pride would increaſe; that this was by no means the fact; ſince they had been 
heretofore managed without him, and, by the bleſſing of God, might be ſo again: that, in tie 
interval between the rains and the ſeaſon of the collections, the perſons appointed to tale 
charge of the diſtricts would have ſufficient leiſure and opportunity to inform themſelves tho- 
roughly reſpecting them; and would, I had no doubt, faithfully and effectually acquit them- 
Aelves of the truſt repoſed in them. —Mr. Fohnſon however, for the reaſon above aſſigned, was 
inflexible, and politively directed that Almaſs ſhould be directed back at all events; to which. 
determination I was from neceſſity compelled to fublcribe. | | 55 
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C OP Y of an Engagement entered "tits with Almaſs Ally Cawn, to which were affixed the 
fals of the Nabob and his miniſter Huſſen Zeza Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, and the 
fignature of Mr. Johnſon. ER 


We engage to confine, our demands upon Almaſs. Ally Cawn to the terms of his tn 
engagements, and to conſider ourſelves as guapdeans of his honour, aud that of his 13 
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friends, and dependants; and we take God and his Prophet, the Twelve Imauns and their iſſue, 
aud the holy Koran to witneſs, that we will ſtrictly conform to the articles of this treaty. 


3 


True Tranſlation. 


K (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
| | | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


— — 


| 0 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. -John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, to the 
Honouravle the Governor General; dated the 5th November 1782. 


The aCting miniſter has poſitively and repeatedly diſavowed to me ever having willingly con- 
curred in the meaſures adopted with regard to Almaſs Ally Cawn, at the time of his diſaffection. 
He aſſerts, that he conſidered Mr. Johnſon, when Acting Reſident, as your repreſentative, and 
inveſted with your authority ; he of courſe exerted himfelf in ſupporting and enforcing every 
meaſure that gentleman recommended. He further ſays, that he often prop3ſed appointing 
new Aumils, during Almals's abſence; but Mr. Johnſon objected, though he was aſſured of the 


defection of two of the lager men amongſt the rebels followers; a circumſtance he did not 
fail to communicate to ; 


Ir. Johnſon, 


In my addreſs to the Board, I mentioned that it was by my advice Almaſs Ally Cawn was 
deprived of the farms of additional diſtricts, yielding a revenue of ſixty lacks a year, Two 
days after my arrival 1 conferred with the acting miniſter, and opened the buſineſs by the dif- 
cuſſion of Almaſs Ally Cawn's conduct, telling him, in very candid though in polite term 
dhe diſſatisfaction you felt at the diſgrace thrown upon the izier's authority, and reputation o 

the Englith nation; and, if he expected your ſupport and protection, he mult unite with me in 
the reduction of Almaſs Ally Cawn's power, I aſked his advice about diſpoſſeſſing him en- 
tirely : we maturely deliberated upon the ſubject, but came to no poſitive determination, exceph, 
to deprive him of every thing conſiſtent with prudence, The acting miniſter made light 9 
Almafs's power; and only demurred at the preſent inconvenience that would follow, owing td 
the weakneis of the Vizier's government. The whole Kurreeſs, and great part of the Rubby, 
would be loſt before new Aumils could be firmly eſtabliſhed.; and, if we Thould fail in creating a 
defection of his adherents, and Almaſs reſiſt, we ſhould not be able to procure ſupplies, — he 
fate of credit at this place is well known to you. In times of peace it has been with great 
4ificulty that the fams required for the public ſervice has been raiſed. —Almaſs would probably 
have purchaſed a confiderable body of Mahrattas, or other marauders : with the aſſiſtance 
theſe, and his own troops, a total ſtop would have been put to the collection of the revenues; 
and, having no fund of ready caſh beforehand in the treaſury, to ſupport the expences of 00 


campaign, your army could not have been ſupplied. The bad government in the other parts o 
the Viziers dominions would then have appeared, by general inſurrections of Zemindars; an 
we ſhould have experienced an inſufficiency of troops in point of numbers, 


Theſe were the principal objections urged againſt entirely diſpoſfeſſing Almaſs, and appeared 
to us inſurmountable. It then became an object of great importance, how to give him confi- 
nce, and, at the fame time, not hetray the dignity and intereſt of the Vizier. We deter- 
mined immediately to revoke the engagement for the additional countries; as he was not in 
poſſeſſion, they were not liable to the inconvenience attending others. We put the matter upon 
the plea, that Almaſs had in his correſpondence, and verbally, repeatedly remonſtrated againſt 
oſding any farms, and therefore we could re ieve him from truſts which were irkſome to him. 
He had the inſolence even, on receiving the perwannahs from the additional countries, to pre- 
tend to confer a favour on government, Almaſs had deferred diſpatching his Naibs until L 
took the charge, as I informed the Board, becauſe he wiſhed to have the ſanction of the Com- 
pany to his uſurpations. I left Hyder Beg to communicate my ſentiments to him regarding the 
additional countries, and bring him to viſit me, and ſetile for ſuch diſtricts as he was in actual 
charge of. Almaſs. Ally Cawn,. on our firſt meeting, confirmed the truth of the declaration 
he had made verbally, and by letter, of his wiſh to withdraw himſelf from all public employ- 
Ten's: but; under the preſent adminiſtration, he found himſelf otherwiſe diſpoſed; he now had 
conßdence, and would readily undertake any charge with which the Vizier would honour him. 
© was however informed of the determination not to truſt him with the additional countries. 
le could not conceal his agitation at the diſappointment; for, as he had been accuſtomed to 
12 different language, his pride was affected by the change this treatment of him would 
ave in the eyes of the world, He however did not anſwer me diſreſpectfully or 8 311 
. SY Whatever 


92 ] 


Whatever was determined, he ſaid, he would moſt willingly conform. I gave him the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of ſupport in the line of his duty; and, that he might depend upon the per form- 
ance of my promiſes, I explained my ſentiments in private; making a particular requeſt, that, 
if he entertained doubts of my ſincerity, he would plainly tell me ſo: on my part, I woull 
on all occafions adviſe and aſſiſt him in the management of his affairs. I urged to him the im- 
poſſibility of the Vizier's ſubmitting to repeated inſults to his perſon and authority, and that he 
could not expect my ſupport longer than he did his duty. I now grounded my hopes and 
claims of obedience 1 him upon the perſonal friendſhip which had for years ſubſiſted between 
us. I diſclaimed the reports, circulated with a view of alarming him, of treachery being in- 
tended; he might be aſſured, if the Engliſh ever acted againſt him, their meaſures would be fair 
and open, Much converſation did then, and has fince (at different meetings) paſſed bet wern 
us. He poſſeſſes entire ſatisfaction, confidence, and obedience. I ſhall proceed to explain 
the reaſons which occur to me for his doing ſo; as I can hardly think, after his late conduct, 
he will ever be contented to humble himſelf again to a private ſtation, | 


Almaſs Ally Cawn connected himſelf at Delhi with Afft anſiaub Cawn ; and when that party 
had firſt the proſpect of gaining the aſcendancy, he bought two forts near Secundera He lent 
a reinforcement to affilt againſt Mahomed Beg Humdanny, who had ſeized upon Hinmut Be- 
hadre Jay Daad, and took an active part in the diſturbances; thinking, at all events, to ſecure 
himſelf an aſylum, by holding at the ſame time the frontier provinces (Etawa and Corah) of 
the Vizier's dominions, which he ſaw he could have upon his own terms, He flipulated for a 
reduction of revenue, perſonal ſecurity, and to be releaſed from the obligation of attending at 
Lucknow; all which diſgraceful conditions were eagerly agreed to, Thus far his affairs ſuc- 
ceeded ; but his friends at Delhi being worſted, as you will obſerve by Mr. Middleton's letters 
of the 15th and 17th September, and Mirza Shuffer having got the better, he loſt all footing in 
that quarter. His friend, Affranſaib Cawn, or ſomebody of the party, alſo treated him ill, by 
ieizing about a lack and fixty thouſand rupees of his money. The fluQuating ſtate of affairs 
at Delhi, evin ed to him the fallacy of endeavouring at an eſtabliſhment p6 $509. And thus 
neceſſity, not inclination, has in my opinion, brought him hack to Lucknow, The ſame ne- 
ceſſity "LE been the principle of my conduct towards Almaſs; but, ſuppoſe the miniſter had aſ- 
ſented to his entire removal, I do not ſee the perſons ready, at the preſent juncture, to ſupply his 
place. The diſtreſs the Vizier has ſuffered from Almaſs's conduct, as well as every + of 
policy, whatever may be his merit or former ſervices, require the reduction of his power, He 
is allou ed, by the eflimates ſhewn me, nineteen lacks of rupees per annum, on account of 
Mehaul charges and Mootayenna; and he has entertained three thouſand five hundred cavalry, 
and nine thouſand and fifty-three infantry, excluſive of artillery, and the troops he is autho- 
rized to entertain by Government: theſe are entirely appointed and commanded by himſelf, 
T have not had time to aſcertain the numbers or denomination of any other troops he may 

keep of his own authority. He has, for a long time paſt, been collecting ammunition and 
ſtores, and given great attention to the fort of Coder Coat, which I am informed, he has ren- 
dered very ſtrong. Theſe particulars, relative to Almaſs Ally. Cawn, it is my duty to commu- 
nicate to you; and I am exceedingly anxious to receive your approbation. I propoſe tempo- 
rizing with Almaſs until the concluſion of the year; and when the crop ſhall be off the ground, 
and the revenue realized, I would then recommend the removing him from all truſt, This 
will afford me the opportunity of aſcertaining more exactly the diſpoſition of his adherents. 
I think many might be brought to quit him, eſpecially when they would ſee themſelves ſupported 
by the armies under the Colonels Morgan and Sir John Cumming, The ſucceſs of this enter- 
prize will depend upon the unanimity and ſecrecy obſerved between the commanding officers 
and myſelf. I ſhall not acquaint them of my plan until it receives your approbation, and the 
time of executing it may be at hand, | 
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Almaſs Ally Cawn has, within theſe four days, through the miniſter, and other intermediate 
perſons, made application to me to recommend him to the Vizier to farm Sahlone, and other 
diſtricts, yielding a revenue of twenty lacks. He alſo again expreſſed his inclination to take the 
additional countries; and I have always returned him a poſitive but polite refuſal. 


A true Extract. 
(Signed) WM HILL, 
Aſſist to the Reſidt. 


- 


* 


" © TRANSLATION 


L 93. J 


TRANSLATION from Rajah Chite Sing to Munnoo Loll; dated the ar Ramxan. 


I received your letter on the 21ſt Ramzan, and underſtand the friendſhip and care you ex- 
preſs for my concerns, and that Almaſs Ally Cawa will certainly come here in the coutſe of 
one or two months. 1 am firmly of opinion that what you write will undoubtedly happen; 
but you ought well to conſider the trouble I have bad in managing the matter with Sindia, and 
even effected more than Almaſs Ally Cawn wiſhes. By the grace of God every thing is now 
ettled. I have diſpatched the Sunnuds for Lahar, which is given him for the purpoſe of ſecuring 
his effects in; and, if he really intends coming here, there will never be any deviation from the 
engagement. It is well that he has accepted his old countries, as adviſeable at the preſent 
juncture. Whatever is to be done, let it be to his ſatisfaftion, It would be adviſeable for the 
{aid Almaſs to temporize with Sindia, and take the country as a laſt reſource; becauſe the 
other party, ſenſible that he has connected himſelf with the people to the ſouthward, and appre- 
henſive he ſhould flip from their hands, they have therefere given him a ketap, as a trap to 
catch him; and they will not fail to praCtiſe treachery. by | | 
p. S. I have alſo heard that Almaſs Ally Cawn wiſhes to cetreſpond with the people here, 
through a different channel. You who have given yourſelf ſo much trouble, and I who have 
ſettled every thing, and had ſo many diſputes with Sindia on this ſubject in your preſence, 
what are we to conclude? Perhaps this may not be true; but you will enquire, and let me 
know. Undoubtedly, as the buſineſs is now concluded, people here will endeavour to bring him 
over to their party-: you have to guard againſt their doing it. Conſult and tranſact your buſi- 
neſs with Myre Abdul Huck and Anundrow Pundit; and if any one ſhould attempt to create 
jealouſies, hear him not, but only be attentive to the accortpliſhment of the buſineſs. There 
is no occaſion to ſay any more on this ſuhject to you, who ate wiſe and intelligent. I defore 
ſent a letter, which you muſt have received: Aﬀord me the ſatisfaction, by ay writing. 
Vour ſon was a little indiſpoſed; but now, by God's grace, is recovered. I had an interview 
with him this day, when he brought me your letters. Reſt contented: all other matters you 
will underſtand from my letter to Miſſer. | 
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* 'Cheyte Sing to Almaſs Ally Cawn; dated 224 Ramzan. 


ail 257 Tips 15 IM a | 
I have been made happy by the receipt of your letter. I learn from Mire Abdul Hack 
Anendrow, and Munnoo Loll, of your reinſtatement in your country, as an adviſeable meaſure 
m the preſent times, which affords me ſatisfaction. At this place the wifhes of your heart 
were accompliſhed, which indeed the above-named perſons muſt have informed you of. 1 
now 'incloſe you a letter from | Mahajee Scindia, which will explaim matters to you. Your 
Wiſhes, by the grace of God, will be aceompliſhed. At all times, and in every ſituation, con- 
tier me your friend, and favour me with your correſpondence and kind remembrance, 85 
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Mootee Sing to Munnoo Lal, 


Lalla Sectaram is difpatchied to you, and from him you will learn the ſtate of affairs at this 
place. In the bond buſineſs, Almaſs Ally Cawn will cauſe a letter to be written to Sindia at 
Jou, regarding what is to be done. Tt is proper you ſhould ſettle it; and, when Almaſs may 
come, you ſhall be ſent for. Reſt ſatisfied of every thing from this quarter. 0 
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155 Chite Sing to Almaſs Ally Cawn; dated the 15th Shaned. 
1 have received 
hy. of the Lahos | 


your letter, and one to Meba.Raja Patteil Behadre, acknowledging the re- 
unnunds; and am pleaſed, and underſtand the contents. I immediately had 
a your letters together, and paid our attention to 


Wi 


them. 
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the charge, W.I ich at this important period you can venture to give Almaſs Ally Cawn. You alls 


( 94 ) 
them. Whenever we meet, the ſincerity of our friendſhip will then be proved. Vou wrote, con- 
cerning the Purgunnah of Lahar, “ that you were ignorant of the Jumma of Lahar, and requeſted 
the matter might be ſuſpended, on account of the news- writers. When you arriyed at wa, 
00 what war atv e would be written; and to include the places on this fide under my nama. 
My friend, the Jumma.of Lahar is ſmall (may be about one lack of rupees) but the 4 is 
and ſtrong. The Meha Raja gave it to you, for the hurpoſe of keeping your effacts and y 
in, agreeahle to the original pl: , when you' intended to come here; and directed that other 
countries fhould he apptopriated for your expences. This his intention Myre Abdul Huek, 
Anundraw, and Mundo Lall, will have particularly exploined to you.. The cuſtom” of farms is 


I it is your wifh to include in my countty, let there firſt be a meeting between the 


Maha Raja, you, and I, that we may fettle ſome fit m agreement, and gratify the wiſhes of our 
hearts; and Whatever you defire ſhall be done. May matters cannot be explained by writing; 
A great deal depends on an Interview. At all events, I wiſh you good; in efting which, } 
canſider the advantage as mutual. V e 1 
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earneſtly with for his proſperity. 
—— h the whole will be under ſtood; and have not, therefore, ufed any repetition 
matters, from which the whole will be ynderſtood ; and have not, theref ed any 

| Vas information of what paſſes, and make the happy. 


— ——_— At. Atm. 


COPY of a Letter from Aliaſs Ally Ciwn to Maliajee Scindia. 


I have written a treaty to the following putport: “ That your friends and enemies be con- 
<« ſidered as mine. I will never depart — your orders; and, when you requeſt my attendance, 
& ] mall be ever ready; and, to prevent any deviation, I here call to witneſs God, his Prophet, 
and the Caran. In every reſpect I am anxious for your welfare, and wiſh to devote the re- 
« mainder of my life to your ſervice.” - Nis | en ee 


Written the goth Shawul. & 
The faine from Almaſs Ally-Cawn to Ohyte Sing, except that he has not mentioned his at- 
tending on Chyte Sing, when he ſhall call for him, | 
. | A true Tranſlation. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 


— 
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EXTRACT from the Cirreſpondence between Mr. David Anderſon, Refident with Seid and 
Mr. Anderſon to Mr. Briſtow, dated 2gth October 1782.— Extract. 
| Thare received information that one Amuret Row, who is ſaid to be in Scindia's ſervice, but 


ſtationed with Cheyt Sing, left the camp three days ago, and is gone on ſome commiſhon to 
Almaſs Ally Cawn; but whether from Scindia or Gen Sing is not known. 


I have jonny. it neceſſary to mention this circumſtance, becauſe, if you find it is true, it p 
doubtleſs hay ſome weight with you in judging of the 'degree of confidence, andthe exte 5 


. 


alſo, I imagine; think it neceſſury to aſcertain. if Annut Ro enters, into. intenco wrfo. with: 8 
perſons at Lucknow, particularly the Aumils in charge of diſtricts, the Begum, and the relt of 
the party diſaffected to the preſent miniſtry, | | * | 


—— 4 * — __— — 
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Mr. Anderfon to Mr. Briſtow, dated 12th November 1182, —Extra®t. 


I beg leave to incloſe, for your information, a paper of intelligence which Phave this 
received from my news- writer at Etawa, There are two circumſtances in it, which I think ne- 
ceſſary to point out to your attention: 1ſt, the collecting together all the boats on the Jumna; ' 
and 2dly, the paſſing of Hircarrabs at Etawa from Cheyt Sing to Almaſs: I am unable to ac- 
count-for the former ! I know that there are fore diſputes bet wixt 'the Aumil at 
Etawa and Bucht Sing, the Rajah of Bahdourea and Bind, regarding the fort of Cumeit, which 
is on this ſide of the ſumna, and which, though it belonged to Etawa, was taken poſſeſſion of, 
during the late ſueceſſion of Almaſs, by Bucht Sing's people. It is poſſible that the boats are 
collected in order to tranſport troops to recover this fort; but, unleſs you have been previouft 
informed of ſuch a meaſure, I ſhould rather ſuſpect that the boats are collected to be in readine 
for Almaſs himſelf, in caſe he ſhould find it inconvenient to leave you a ſecond time. 


The ſecond cireumſtance ſeems to add weight to the intelligence I ſent you in my letter of 


the 29th ultimo, and may enable you to trace whether there is actually any cotrefpondence car- 
ried on betwixt Cheyt Sing and Almaſs, or not. 8 


We ought not to be too ready to give way to mere ſuſpicions, ſo far as to let them have any 
influence on our outward conduct. But, in ſuch dubious times, _ thing which appears to 
have the moſt diſtant dangerous tendency ſhould be noticed, and, if poſſible, privately aſcer- 


= cy 
* 


Mr. Anderſon to Mr, Briſtow, dated 15th November 1782.—Extract. 


1 find, from my Etawa intelligence, that the boats were collected at that place to tranſport the 
troops deftined to recover the fort of Cumeit from the Rajah of Bhadoureah's people; but that 
letters had been received from Almaſs, directing that the expedition ſhould, for the preſent, b 
ſtopped, as he had taken his leave of the Nabob, and would ſoon be at Etawa in perſon. 


| . * 
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Mr. Briſtow to Mr. Anderſon, dated the 24th Noveniber 1782.— Extract. 


Almaſs propoſes to come to Luchhow again very ſhortly, and continues to profeſs implicit con- 
Hdence and obedience. Your irifelligenee regarding his correſpondenee with Cheyt Sing is 
confirmed by the Vizier's agents, as well as thoſe I have employed. I cannot aſcertain any par- 
ticulars of Annut Row, unleſs he be a man now at Delhy, who wrote me a letter, ineloſing one 
from Sgindia: I forward you copies of both. The names of Shuffy Beg and Mahomed Jaffier 
ae fictitious, for Shu&y Ulla and Ufcerry Cawn, who inform me they did not chuſe to appear 
ma negociation with the Marattas. Jadoo Row, at this place, is the agent of Annut Row; who, 
| take it, will appear upon enquiry to be the perſon you mentioned in your letter of the 29th 
ultimo. Buy what I have ſeen and heard of Jadoo Row, he is come for the purpoſe of obtaining 
intelligence; and I apprehend there is no mode of preventing his reſidence with us, whilſt your 
negociations with Scindia may continue. It is a fair concluſion, if Amut Row had been de- 
Puted to Almaſs, that he not have ſent his agent (Jadoo Row) to Lucknow; aud there- 


wie] am inclined to think their ſecret correſpondence is, at the preſent juncture, conducted 
| through ſome other channel. 2+ | : n : | 


True Extracts. | 
T. HILL 7 
Aſſiſtant to the Refidemt, 
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ES Aula of Receipts and Diſburſements on Account of Almafs Ally Cawn's Dilrids 
as included by Hyder Beg Cawn 1 in the general EE Revenue, on 3 the F * 5 


ſullee Year 1 191. 


ts) 


Military eſtabliſhment. 
Horſe | 54 — 

| ue Batta, &c. 
Foot 9,05 — 8 
Artillery P — 
Charges, collections - 


| ST ATE ME NT of the Etaya and Corah Provinces, during Almaſs Ally Cawn's Ami: 


15, 2084 © 


69,223,383 8 3 
. . . 


a. 


Net revenue 


Errors excepted. 


(Signed 


rot 


— h 


= 
| JOHN BRISTO W, | 
| Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


20,28,076 5 5 


4,94% 2.9 


Aten 
1 
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The Jumma of Chucklah, Etaya, and Co 


for fix years, or from 1185 to 1190 in- 
cluſive. 


I . Fe a, Zyne ul Abay Cawn 


The Jumma of 1184 I have not been's 


to aſcertam, 


1184. Corah, Almafs Ally Cawn 


The decreaſe in eſtimation on this Jumma 


DECREASE J U'M MA. 
1185. Almaſs any Cv n 


4 5g 6.1 | 
8,38,572 for b years, ssen * 


| 238,572 © 0\57,00,000\ 0 
1186. Ditto - - 738,572 © 052, 0,000 0 
1187. Ditto - 10,3052 o .0/49,00,000 O o 
1188. Ditto - - - 38,572 © 054, 0,000 - o 
1189. Ditto - ; 232.957 5 geen o 
1190. Ditto - — — 113, 88,625 5 945.4094 * , 
| 8 8 | 6885855 5 
Decreaſe in 6 years 47, 5,870 10 9 | 47,75870 
OO e— 1 — 


A 


[921 


Korah, .when under Hyder Beg Cawn, during Shuja ul Dowla's life- 
time, with the Jaghytes included, was - 22, 0. 000 o o 


At different times, Almaſs Ally Cawn has farmed Khyrabad, Sultanpore, Goruckpore, and 
Ferockabad, which are diſtricts remarkable for the refractory ſpirit of the Zemindars. He ne- 
vertheleſs gained great profit by them; but his conduct has been invariably ſo oppreſſive, that his 
ſucceſſors —— complained of his leaving the countries in deſolation and ruin. In ſhort, he 
collected at the point of the ſword, and plundered indiſcriminately every rank and claſs of men. 
From the beſt information I can obtain, he has certainly, at the loweſt calculation, benefited at - 
leaſt ten lacks a- year, which, from the year 1185 to 1190 incluſive, is, 6 

ears altogetber = — 2 pl, =. rupees 60,00,000 © o 
Add decreaſe for the fix years of his farm of Etya and Corah, as above 
ſpecified - Wa — — — - 47,755,870 10 © 


Total loſs to Government - rupees 1,07,75,870 10 0. 


have omitted in this calculation to note his advantages from the immenſe allowance granted 
on account of his civil and military eſtabliſhments, which were always near a third of the re- 
venues. The management of his troops was left to his own diſcretion; he appointed his own 
commanders, and muſtered them himſelf: This was another ſource of loſs to Government. 
During that preſent year, I have received numerous repreſentations of the violent and oppreſſive 
adminiſtration of his Naibs; and I dread an enquiry. The reſult can only bring to light a ſeries 
of cruelty, ſhocking to every humane and feeling mind. 1 8 


Errors excepted. | 
JOHN BRISTOW, _ | 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. | 


— . __— 


1 Ar. Haſtings Ainute, 


Governor General. Loth January 1784. 


T is with reluctance that I bring before the Board a ſubject of the greateſt importance, at a 
period not oſtenſibly requiring it; but the neceſſity of it has been long ſince foreſeen, and not 
unnoticed in the verbal communications which I have had occaſion to make to the members of 


ih ard,” © OE ES 


On the 28th of laſt month, while the late arrangement of the concerns of this government in | 
the province of Owd was under diſcuffion, I received a letter from my-ſecretary, Major Palmer, | | 
at Lucknow, containing a very alarming repreſentation of the diſordered ſtate of that country, | 9 
and urging the neceſſity of my reparing to Lucknow for the purpoſe of giving my perſonal and | 
early afiſtance to the Nabob Vizier for their retrieval. | N 5 


From other letters, which have been ſince received from Lucknow upon the ſame ſubject, I 1 
underſtand that this was the expreſſed wiſh of the Nabob Vizier, his miniſter, and all the principal 
perſons of his family and court; and I have great reaſon to believe, that as ſoon as theNabob 
ſhall have received the notification lately tranſmitted to him of the laſt reſolutions of the Board, 
he will declare the ſame wiſh in terms, and connect it with his acceptance of the engagement 
preſcribed to him. * a F IS" « * | 


Itis neither conſiſtent with my intereſt or eaſe to reſign the ordinary tranſactions of my ſtation, 
and by accepting the detail of a ſingle and inferior department, engage in a ſcene of difficulties, 
lome of which derive their origan from natural cauſes, and may be inſurmountable by human 
certions; nor am I very anxious to hazard my reputation on the ſucceſs of ſo douhtful a ſervice z 
Jet as the Board has been ' pleaſed to commit the affairs of that province in an eſpecial manner to 
my charge, and have given me the moſt poſitive aſſurances of their ſupport, to enable me to 
quit myſelf of ſo weighty a reſponſibility, I conceive this to be a caſe which will not allow of 
my attending to any perſonal ſuggeſtion. My ſervices are at all times, and in all caſes, primarily 
ue to the moſt important and moſt urgent calls of this government. To the importance 
and urgency of the preſent exigency are added the obligation of a ſpecial truſt and engagement, 
ad the pledge of the moſt powerful aid for my encouragement. | | 


| e „ :-- ; I therefore - 


[9] 


I therefore make this early tender of my ſervices to proceed to Lucknow, whenever 1 ſha 
tecei ve an invitation from the Nabob Vizier to that effect, for the purpoſe of regulating the 
Company's intereſts in that province, and affording the Nabob Vizier the like affiſtance for 
the regulation of his. Wet | | 


My * for thus anticipating the call which I have ſuppoſed are many. 


I have already premiſed, which I now repeat in more forcible terms, than I am morally 
aſſured of receiving ſuch a call from the Nabob Virier; and I make no ſcruple of afficming, thi 
I can implicitly rely on the deference which he has ever ſhewn to my advice, and oh his con- 
Adence in my juſtice and good faith, for the moſt willing co-operation on his part in the 
meaſures which I ſhall recommend for his ſervice, and as prompt and ready a fubmiffion to the 
rights which I may excluſively aſſert on behalf of the Company. 


. The aecumulating diſtreſſes of that country require preventive no leſs than remidial appli- 
cations. The adminiſtration of his government requires the vigorous exertion of the powers of 
our own to reſtore and confirm the authority which has been looſened from it. His revenue 
requires the ſuperintendency of officers acknowledging their dependance on their conſtitutional 
maſter, and poſſeſſed of credit and characters equal to the reſponſibility. The balance of the 
Company's debt, and its progreſſive growth, depend for the payment on the ſame proviſions; and 
the liquidation of our own current and . bonded debts, together with the credit of our treaſury, 
rte on the early liquidation of that which is due to the Company for the province of 

Ihe dearth which has already ſhewn itſelf in ſome ſevere effects, will require the ſam? 
co-operative aid to remedy ſo much of this calamity as may proceed from artificial, grounded on 
natural cauſes. | 


The Sics, who have been for ſome time forming in large bodies, and have avowed their deſign 
on the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, require early preperations to meet and repel them; and J 
Have cauſe to believe that the pteſehce of the executive member of this government, ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs the command of all its powers and reſources, would contribute much to diſcourage the 
attempt, and ſupercede the neceſſity of more ſubſtantial operations. Such are the objects of the 

ropoſed meaſure, and the neceflity of its early execution is involved in the terms of each, nor 
is it poſſible to ſtate them in others which ſhall exclude it. But to theſe I muſt add other con- 
ſiderations, derived from my own ſituation > Firſt, a feſpect due to the conſtitutional rights of 
the individual members of the Board, and ſomething due to my own credit, which impel me to 
bring the queſtion” before the Board, while every member of it now preſent may have an oppor: 
tunity of giving his opinion upon it, and thereby alſo to guard myſelf againſt the imputation of 
ſeeking the advantage of carrying it by my own caſting vote. Secondly, the defire which | 
Have to poſſeſs the official aſſiſtance of Mr. David Anderſon, whoſe weak ſtate of health, derived 
from a late dangerous illneſs, has induced him to reſolve on a voyage to Europe for bis re- 
covery : On intimating to him the poſſibility of my being called upon this ſervice, and the indil- 
penſable call which I ſhould in this caſe have for-his, he chearfully agreed to yield it to me, and 
to ſuſpend the engagement ot his paſſage until the lateſt period requiring it, that he might be at 
liberty to attend me, | 2 E254 | 


I ſhould he ſorry to ſeem to depriciate the merit of others by an excluſive preference ſhewn to 
one; for I know many of the Company's ſervants, who are equal to any truſts that may be 
repoſed in them; many, who in talents and integrity are entitled to receive the moſt public 
teſtimony of my eſteem and appprobation; but I have been long in official habits with Mr. 
Anderſon; I know him; his diſpofition and manner of thinking agree with my own; and, in 
the peculiar line in which I ſhould wiſh to employ him, there is not another to whom I cout 
ſo confidently rely. I do not think it reaſonable to keep him longer in ſuſpenſe, and on that 
conſideration alone, were there no other, I would entreat the Board to bring this point to an 
inſtant deciſion. ; 

I repeat, that I do. not ſolicit the ſervice which I have offered to undertake, but ſimply offer 
it, with the moſt firm determination to hagard every intereſt that is dear to me in the po 
ſecution of it, if it ſhall be the option of the Board to aſſign it to me; and I ſhall expect, in 
that event, to be inveſted with the full powers of my office, that is to ſay, ſuch as I have eſpe- 
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cially committed to me on ſimilar occaſions. 


If the Beard ſhall not chuſe to accept of my offer, I ſhall reſt contented with the 


_—_— diſcharge of my duty ia having both made it, and uſed my endeavours to render 6 

effectual. | | | 

N (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS 
A true Copy. 5 | N 


E. Hay, f | ; | 
Sec), | 85 Minutes 


( 99 ) 


Minutes F Mr. Stables and Mr. I polit. 


The following minutes were received on the 234 ultimo from Mr. Wheler and Mr, Stables, 
and commuticated to the Governor General. | 


Mr. Stables, | | 21ſt January 1784. 
am ſorry that I cannot accept of the Governor General's offer to proceed to Lucknow. In m/ 
opinion the executive member of government ought to remain at the pteſidency, and moſt par- 
ticularly at this time, when we are in daily expectation of receiving the news of new arrange* 
ments from home, 6 | | 


A true Copy, 


E. Hay, 
Secretary. 


— — 2 


Mr, Wheler, 21ſt January 1784. 
In giving my opinion on the very important queſtion brought forward in the Governor 
General's minute of 8 it is neceſſary for me to make a reference to what has paſſed 
before upon the ſubj 1 ; 


by. 


On the 31ſt December 1783, the Board reſolved to withdraw the reſidency from Lucknow, 

and to confirm the Governor General's acceptance of the reſponſibility and charge of affairs 
there, as explained in the minute agreed to and delivered in by Mr. Macpherſon, Mr. Stables, 

and myſelf, on the ſame day. | 1 Os ep, 


there was for his repairing to Lucknow, for the purpoſe: of accompliſhing thoſe plans which 
alone could place the Company's concerns in the Nabob's country in a more proſperous ſtate 
Againſt the acceptance of this many difficulties occurred, and in conſequence it was, after much 
deliberation, mutually and unanimouſly agreed to decline the acceptance of the Governor General's 
tender of his perfonal ſervice in the Nabob Vizier's country, and this part of the propoſal 
ended in converſation, without being entered on our recorded debates; however, in candour, 
| muſt acknowledge, that no claim was preferred on the one hand to bring forward this queſtion 
at a future day, nor on the other was any attempt made to preclude it, ſhould the meaſure here- 
| after appear more ſtrongly neceſſary. 


But ] flatter myſelf that in ſo ſhort an interval as between the $1ft December and 20th January» 
no motives more prefſing, or reaſons more urgent than thofe which had already been brought in 
argument, would have occurred to prompt, the Governor General to the revival of a queſtion of 
ſuch m_—_— as that of his departure from the preſidency, at a time when his ſervices here 
are ſo eſſentially required, and I conſider myſelf the more warranted in this hope, becauſe no 
advices can have arrived from Lucknow ſince the Nabob Vizier received the notification of the 
reſolution of the Board to accept the offer made by himſelf and his miniſter of giving the ſecurity 
of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility for the payment of the balance due to the Com- 
pany, and of the current demands of the year, It is true, the Governor General's viſit to 
Lucknow is ſaid to be the expreſſed wiſh of the Nabob Vieier, his miniſter, and all the principal 
perſons of his family and eourt, and that the ſame will probably be declared in terms, and be 
connected with the engagement preſcribed to him; if ſuch be the Nabob Vizier's intention, a 


rm, 


Great merit is certainly due to the Governor General for his zealous tender of his ſervices on this 
| Cccalion, which, he ſays, are at all times and in all caſes primarily due to the moſt important 


them in the way they were offered: For I think that the preſence of the Governor General at 
our Board ſhould neyer be diſpenſed with but on the moſt preſſing and moſt important 
oecaſions j and I repeat, that I deem it at this particular juncture eſſontially requiſite, _ 


But 


Previous to the reſolution the Governor General repreſented the neceſſity which he conceived 


Yall ſhort period of time will be ſufficient to enable the Board to receive his requiſition in 


md moſt urgent calls of this government; but in the preſent terms and circumſtances of the 
queſtion, I muſt beg leave to decline anticipating the neceflity which may ariſe of accepting - 
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But ſhould the Nabob Vizier, in his letters to this government, preſs the aſſiſtance of the 
Governor General's abilities in forming new arrangements for the internal government of his 
country, and the aid of his perſonal and official influence to carry them into execution, and 
ſhould ſtate it as a meaſure abſolutely neceſſary to be adopted for the regulation of his finances, 
and the ſpeedy liquidation of his debt to the. company, connecting it alſo with his acceptance ot 
the engagement preſcribed to him; and if the Governor General ſhall be of opinion that his 
ſervices can be more effectual, and generally beneficial to the intereſts of the Company, by their 
being employed in that country, than in the arduous and important duties annexed to his. tation 
herer I ſhall not ſhrink from the additional weight of labour and reſponſibility which will in 
that caſe devolve on me, but ſhall think myſelf acting up to the ſpirit of the minute delivered by 
Mr. Macpherſon, Mr. Stables, and myſelf, in giving the Governor General this opportunity of 
acquitting himſelf of the reſponſibility he is hereby charged with in the affairs of the 
Nabob of Oude. This opinion I hope and truſt will meet with the concurtence of the other 
members of the Board; and I venture to expreſs a confidence in their hearty co-operation 
with me, during the Governor General's abſence, in diſcharging the important duties which 
belong to our government, | | 


A true Copy. 


E. HAY), 
Secretary. 
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i EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the 7tb. February 1784. 


Para. al. Your honourable court has already been made acquainted with the refolution 
which we thought it neceſſary to paſs on the 31ſt of December, for withdrawing the reſideney 
from Lucknow, and accepting the offer made by his Excellency the Vizier and his miniſter, of 
the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility for the payment of the balance due 
from his Excellency to the Company, and other current expences, the Governor General being 
ſpecially reſponſible for the propriety of the meaſure, Mr. Wombwell, 'our accountant at 
Lucknow, having been directed to receive ſuch ſecurity from the Vizier, has lately tranſmitted 
to us a copy of the engagement entered into by two bankers, named Lela Butchrauge, and Faquir 
Chund; in which oy. make themſelves anſwerable for the ſum of Lucknow Sicca Rupees 
1,03,84,420, being the balance due froin his Excellency to the Company at the end of the laſt 
uſfilee year, as well as for the ſubſidy and other current demands of the preſent year, according 
to a ſtatement adjuſted by Mr, Briſtow. Part is to be paid in the courſe of the preſent year 
1191, and the 'remainder in the courſe of the next year 1192 fuſſulee. A copy of the engage- 
ment attends you, a number in the packet, + EEG) {SIR W 


22. The Governor General having laid before us copies of a correſpondence which paſſed 
between Mr. Wombwell and Mr. Briſtow, by which it appears, that Mr. Briſtow has heſitated 
to obey the order which directed his return to the preſidency, in conſequence of ſme doubts 
expreſſed to be primarily founded on the terms of that order, which he expreſſes to be © looſe and 
indefinite,“ we have ſent our peremptory commands to Mr, Briſtow to leave Lucknow, 
and repair to the preſidency immediately, directing, in like manner, the aſſiſtants of his office 
to do the ſame. | N | * | 


23. We have the honour to tranſmit to you a number in this diſpatch, copy of a minute de- 
Jivered by the Governor General, on the 2oth of the laſt month; in which the Governor 
informs us of a letter he had received from his ſecretary, Major Palmer, at Lucknow, contain- 
ing a very alarming repreſentation of the difordered ſtate of the Vizier's dominions, and urging 
the neceſſity of his repairing to Lucknow for the purpoſe of giving his perſonal and early 
aſſiſtance to the Nabob Vizier for their retrieval : And that from other Letters received 
Lucknow upon the ſame ſubject, the Governor General underſtands that this was the expr 
wiſh of the Nabob Vizier, his miniſter, and all the principal perſons of his family and court; 
having alſo great reaſons to believe, that as ſoon as the Nabob ſhould have received the notification 
lately tranſmitted to him, of the laſt reſolutions of the Board, he would declare the ſame wiſh in 
terms, and connect it with his acceptance of the engagement preſcribed to him. The Governor 
General has therefore made us an early tender of his eie to proceed to Lucknow whenever 
he ſhall receive an invitation from the Nabob Vizier to that effect, for the purpoſe of regulating 
the Coin pany's intereſt. in that province, and affording the Nabob Vizier the like aſſiſtance for 
the regulation of his, | | | | For 
e ö 24+ 


G 


24. For the other important reaſons which have induced the Goverubr General to make this 
offer, we beg leave to refer you to his minute, which we deem well deſerving your attention. 
The minutes of the other members of the Board now at the preſidency on this ſubject, are alſo 
encloſed numbers in this addreſs; and by theſe you will obſerve, that the Governor General's 
tender of his ſervices to repair to Lucknow, has been accepted on the following conditions; vis. 
that the Nabob Vizier ſhall, in his Letters to this Government, preſs the affiſtance of the 
Governor General's abilities in forming new arrangements for the internal management of his 
country, and the aid of his perſonal and official influence to carry them into execution, and ſtate 
it as a meaſure abſolutely neceſſary to he adopted for the regulation of his finances, and the ſpeedy. 
liquidation: of his debt to the Company, connecting it alſo with the acceptance of the engage-- 
ment preſcribed to him; and: that the Governor General ſhall be of opinion, that his ſervices can 
be more effectual, and generally beneficial to the interefts of the Company, by their being em- 
ployed in that country, than in the arduous and important duties annexed to his ſtation at the. 
preſidency. | . DR TRI oo 


Eætratt of the ſecret Letter from Bengal, dated the 10th Februgry 1 784 


Para. 10. We had the honour to inform you in our laſt advices, of a tender made on the zoth 
ot laſt month, by the Honourable the Governor General, of his ſervices to proceed to Lucknow 
whenever he ſhall receive an expected invitation from the Nabob Vizier to that effect, for the 
purpoſe of regulating the Company's intereſts in the province of Oude, and affording the Nabob 
Vizier the like aſſiſtance for the regulation of his. Our refolution was allo communicated to 
vou on the Governor General's lr ſtrong letter from his Excellency, and his miniſter. 
yder Beg Cawn, has been lately received, and ſubmitted to us by the Governor General, who. 
has renewed the offer before made to us. The Governor's minutes on this ſubject, and the papers 
accompanying them, are tranſmitted to you numbers in the packet, together with the minutes 
of the other members of the Board now here, to which we beg ; leave particularly to tefer you, 
and by which it will appear, that we have veſted in the Governor General the powers and autho- 
rities which he has deſired, ond him to effect the purpoſes of his viſit to his Excellency the 
Vizier's dominions. 2 i | 


th uh 
5 x{th February 178 7 . 
Tur Governor General having this inſtant received letters from the Nabob Vizier, and his 
miniſter Hyder Beg Khaun, tranſſations of which accompany this minute, the Governor General, 
in compliance with the preſſing invitations contained in theſe letters, now renews the tender of his 
ſervices in acceptance thereof, in the terms and for the purpoſes expreſſed in his minute of the 
20th January, | | | | WE 


| The Governor General alſo, relying on the Board's „ in the ſoregoing propoſal, 
fince in the event which has happened it has already been in fact agreed to, ind wiſhing al och a 
clude all intermediate delay, ſubmits to the Board, for their approval, drafts of his public 


* 


Bab and of orders to be iſſued to the civil and military officers ſtationed behind the province of 


| Not willing, on ſo ſhort a notice, to require the members of the Board to give themſelyes the 
trouble of an immediate and formal meeting for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing the buſineſs of the pre- 
ceeding queſtions, nor the occaſion requiring it for the reaſon already mentioned, the Governor 
General has directed the ſecretary to attend them with theſe papers, and requeſts that they will be. 
to deliver their rr C , e 
| E. Hay, 
97 
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Received February 14th 1784. 
From the Vizier to the Honourable Governor General. 


Vſual introduction. 

Vour gracious letters, which you honoured me with from paternal kindneſs, have arrived. In 
what language can I expreſs the favours and obligations you have conferred upon me ? This coun- 
try, my family, and myſelf. are all yours. Such obligations have bound me firmly in grati- 
tude, I before reſted entirely on your pleaſure, but am now with heart and life attached to it, 
and will in no meaſure depart from it. From the favours conferred on me, your reputation will 
ſpread throughout all Indoſtan, for to the inhabitants of this country you have given new life. 


My only deſire now is a meeting with yourſelf : From the ſame motive as you have already 
Jhewn me ſo many favours, I entreat you will travel this way, and confer proſperity on my fa- 
mily and country, which are the ſame as your own. Your preſence will be the cauſe of increaſe 
.of my reputation, regulation to my affairs, and ſettlement of the country, to the mutual adyan- 
tage of our Sircars, as whatever plans you may adopt will remain permanent, and be a ſource of 
credit during our lives. 


As J am now-axdently employed in the direction of affairs, and the meaſures for paying the 
Company's demands, I have no leiſure, and am therefore excuſable, otherwiſe I ſhould come to 
viſit you. In the manner you have already favoured me, confer the obligation of coming hereto 
complete my happineſs, 45 am certain ſuch regulations will proceed from it, as ſhall not leave 
room for any one hereafter to find fault, I have performed the conditious ſignified by you 
—_— Major Palmer, for the ſatisfaction of the Company, which will be known to you from 
this letters. | | 


SL IND ' Concludes as uſual. 
A true Copy of the Tranſlation, 
E. Hay, 
Sec. 
ö Received February 14th 1784 
From Hyder Beg Wan to the Honourable Governor General. 
Uſual introduction. 


How ſhall I expreſs the obligations you have conferred upon his Highneſs and his ſubjects in 
general, ſince human language is too weak? Your fame will from them be fpread throughout 
the world. His Highneſs is ſo obliged and grateful for your favours, as cannot be expreſſed; 
frequently ſaying, you have purchaſed him by generoſity. This will be fully known to you from 
the letters of Major Palmer. = PO SONY FO 


The only defire of his Highneſs now is, that you will, by coming here, beſtow proſperity oa 

his affairs. From your preſence will ſpring ſtability to meaſures, and benefit of both Sirkats; 
as whatever you plan will remain firm for ever. I who am your ſervant, lifted from the duſt by 
your hand, have received new life from the favours conferred upon his Highneſs, and regard pay- 
ing my reſpects to your Excellency as neceſſary to my exiſtence; but at this time your preſence 
here is moſt adviſable. ' The favours you have ſhewn can only be repaid by prayers for your 
proſperity. What was deſired for the ſatisfaction of the Company has been performed, and 

be oblerved in future. Every point will be known to you from th letters of Major Palmer. 


Concludes as uſual. 
A true Copy of the Tranſlation, | | 


E. Hay, 
Secu. 


11 f 
| Governor General's Credentials. 


Whereas it has been reſolyed in council, on the 31ſt December 1783, to withdraw the Reſi- 
dency at Lucknow, and to inveſt the Governor General with a ſpecial and ſeparate charge of the 
Company's affairs and intereſts in the dominions of the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, on certain con- 
ditigns therein expreſſed, which have been fince fulfilled; and whereas the Board have agreed on 
the invitation of the Nabob Vizier, and on a tender made by the Qyvernor General of his ſervices 
in the acceptance thereof, that the Governor General ſhall proceed to Lucknow, for the purpoſe 
of aſſiſting the Nabob V izier in the means of 3 engagements to the 14 and 
the regulation of his government; it is hereby reſolved, That the Governor General ſhall be and 
is inveſted with full power and authority to concert and adjuſt with the Nabob Vizier the means 
of diſcharging his engagements to the Company, of reſtoring and ſecuring the peace, ſafety, and 
order of his government, and of promoting the improvement of his revenue, and to ſupport the 
Nabob Vizier with the authority of this government, in as full and ample manner as we can em- 
power him by any act of the Parliament of Great Britain, or by any of the orders of the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, and to take all ſuch meaſures as he the Governor General ſhall think 
neceſſary for the accompliſhment of theſe ends: And for theſe purpoſes it is hereby agreed and re- 
folved, that the Governor General ſhall be and is inveſted with the full power and authority of 
this Government (ſo far as we can legally delegate the ſame) over all the officers, civil and mili- 
tary, ſtationed or reſiding within the dominions of the Nabob Aſoph ul Doewlah, and the pro- 
vince of Benares; but reſtricted in the exerciſe thereof to the dominions of the Nabob Aſoph ul 
Dowlah and the province of Benares aforeſaid, and to the pyrpoſes above recited, 


| Given in Fort William, under the ſeal of the Honourable Company, and-under the Hands of 
the Governor General and Council, this day of in the year of our Lord 
one thouſand ſeven huridred and eighty-four. | 


A true Copy, | | 
E. Hay, - — 
Secy. | 
| ; RE 14th February 1784. 
The Governor General. | 


To obviate any miſconſtructions of the confidence with which I have — fince mentioned my 
expectation, which is now arrived from the Nabob Vizier, I think it expedient to obſerve, that, 
independently of my intimate knowledge of the Nabob's general wiſh upon this ſubject, his parti- 
cular deſire of a viſit from me at this time, and for the purpoſes of the actual occaſion, has been 
repeatedly ſignified to me in many private letters from Lucknow, both from Major Palmer and 
others, long before I made the firſt tender of my ſervices in accepting the invitation. 
Wh? | 

At the time that my letter, containing the notification of the reſolution of the Board, paſſed on 
the 31ſt of December, arrived at Lucknow, the Nabob Vizier had quitted his capital, and was on 
an excurſion of pleaſure at a diſtance of an hundred and ten miles from it. By a paper of intelli- 
gence, delivered to me by his Vakeel Rajah Govindram, and in the poſſeſſion of the ſecretary, I 
an informed, that ſuch was his impatience to return, that he performed the journey in ſeven 


2 or 21 hours, in a palanquin, and arrived at Lucknow on the 2d inſtant without atten- 
ans. | | 


For further proofs of the little ground which exiſted for the uſe of any indirect means to in- 
ence the Nabob in ſoliciting my preſence and aſſiſtance, I refer the Board to the accompanying 
ers, which I received the day before yeſterday from Major Palmer and Mr. Wombwell, nei- 
er intended moſt aſſuredly for public record, nor was it without heſitat ion that I was induced to 
wt that of Mr. Wombwell. I could not deny myſelf the advantage of ſo ſtrong a teſtimony, 
th of the point in queſtion, and of the utter want of foundation for the affertion ſo often re- 
2 by Mr. Briſtow, that the Nabob was himſelf indifferent to the tranſactions which formed 
© multiplied complaints againſt the Reſident, and that the whole were the fabrication of his mi- 
er Without the participation of his will or inclination, | 


4 (Signed) W. HASTINGS, 
A true Copy. i 9 | | 
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Letters 
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Letters from Major Palmer and Mr. Wombwell to the Gevornor General, 
. (Copy) 3 
My dear Sir, 1 Lucknow, 2d February 1787 
The Vizier arrived here yeſterday, after. trayelling a conſiderable part of his journey by pod, 
Mr. Wombwell and I paid pur reſpects to him this morning. After perufing your letters, pre- 
ſented to him by that gentleman, he entered into diſcourſe upon the different ſubjects of them, and 
gave the ſtrongeſt and moſt unequivocal proof how deeply he was penetrated with a ſenſe of your 
goodneſs, and the important benefits which you have obtained for him. —He earneſtly wiſhes to 
ſee you, to make his grateful acknowledgments in perſon, to requeſt your perſonal aſſiſtance in 
completing the generous work which you have begun, by eſtabliſhing the mutual intereſts and re 
putation of both governments upon the moſt ſolid foundations. To- morrow he will tell you ſo 
himſelf; and if his writing is ſo expreſſive and as forcible as his ſpeech and action, you will by 
| convinced that there is no circumſtance in life Zan give him greater happineſs than to ſee you x 
y | his capital, and to prove his gratitude by an implicit and chearful acquieſcence in whatever mes- 
ſures you may recommend, | . | r 2 


I am greatly concerned that the fine ſeaſon for travelling will be nearly over before you can ſet 
out. The abſence of the Vizier has cauſed an unlucky delay, I thought your viſit a point oftoo 
much delicacy and importance to be ſettled whilſt he was at a diſtance, as it would have been im- 
poſſible for me to have known his real ſentiments upon it; and I was determined to decline the in- 
vitation, if it ſhould appear to be made only as a compliment, 8 e 


I requeſt, my dear Sir, that you will give me the information of your departure, that nothing + 
may be wanting, either here or upon the road, for your accommodation, The Vizier has not yet 
intimated to Mr, Briſtow his permiſſion to depart, being deſirous to avoid every appearance for his 
removal, and Mr. Briſtow not having yet given in his accounts. 


I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 
| My dear Sir, 15 hi 
"Your moſt devoted and affectionate 55 
humble Servant | 
(Copy.) (Signed W. PALMER. 


— 


The Nabob arrived laſt night; and this morning I had the honour of preſenting four letters t» 
him. Major Palmer will-acquaint you with the expreſſions of his gratitude. You were his friend, 
the brother of his father, 2 | | ed: 

They were not loſt to me; for he acknowledged his obligations in tears. 


Permit me to offer my congratulations to you on this happy event. 


With the moſt ſincere reſpect, 3 
I am, dear Sir, A 
The 24 February 1784, | Your very faithful and obedient Servant, 
Lucknow, - 2 (Signed) J. WOMBWELL 
True Copies. | | 
; . E. Hay, 
; | | | Sec). a 
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Conſultation, 187% February 1784. | 
| TG | Received February 17th. 1.784. 
The Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, 


Uſual introduction. 

Before this. I was entirely guided by your pleaſure, but now am more ſo. than ever: What you 
deſired regarding the ſecurities for the preg money has been done, and I have given theteeps 
of the merchants. in addition to that ſecurity, My country and family, which are alſo yours, are 
ready in further pledge: Set then your mind perfeQly. X eaſe concerning the hu 
Company's demands, for my honour and reputation are bound with your own. 1 am with, my 
heart and life ready to obſerve your wiſhes; therefore, whatever you ſhall judge adviſeable, let 
me know, that I may comply with it. I can have no excuſe in my duty and ſubmiſſion to.your- 
ſelf. | | 


Concludes as uſual, 
A true Copy of the Tranſlation, 
E A: Þs 
Secy. 


— / FT Fu 


The following requeſt from the Governor General having been received and circulated, yeſter- 
day, and agreed to, the letter which is encloſed after jt is written to the Reſident at Benares, 


5 0 
The Governor General acquaints the Board, that he may require part payment of the order on 
the treaſury, for two lacks of rupees at Benares; he therefore requeſts that orders may be ſent to 
Mr. Fowke, to furniſh Major William Sands with. ſuch ſums as he may demand on the Governor 
General's. account, taking for the fame his drafts in fayour of the Governor General and Council 


on the fub-treaſurer. 
(Signed) W. HASTINGS, 
£DWp WHEELER, 
JOHN $TABLES. 


To Mr. Francis Fowke, Reſident at Benares. 
Sir, 


We hereby direct chat you furniſh Major William Sands with ſuch ſums of money as he may 
require from you at Benares, on account of the Honourable the Governor General, taking for 
the ſame his drafts on the ſub- treaſurer, in fayour of the Honourable the Governor General and 


Cou nc il 


Fort William, 
* Secret Department, CON | We are, &c. 
18th February 1984 | 


89 
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Read the following Letter and its Encloſures from the Commander in Chiei. 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c.. &c. 


Gentlemen, 


They leave to-lay before you copy of a letter which I have received from Colonel Ironſide, to- 
1 et with the papers therein referred to. I alſo lay before you a copy of my anſwer to him on 
Ry e Should the Board be of opinion that more preciſe inſtructions than thoſe I have con- 
2 to him, are neceſſary for the guidance of his conduct, they will of courſe furniſh him with 
ch additional orders as they may deem ſuitable. e 
Vor. IV, Ee | With 


[ 106 J 
With reſpect of the invaſion of the Rohilcund now threatened by the Seiks, I preſume Colonel 
Sir ſohn Cumming, from whom T haye yet received no advice en the ſubject, will take the ge. 
ſary ſteps to repel, by ordering Colonel Knudſon to advance with the detachment under his com- 
mand from Barelly, and reinforce him, if requiſite, with troops ſufficient to guard the gauts, a 
precaution which has uſually been taken. Should they have collected ſo large a body as to mike 
it expedient for Sir John to march with his whole force to oppoſe them, Colonel Ironſide ought to 
be directed to march himſelf with his brigade, or to detach a part of it towards Furruckabad, to 

cover the country on that ſide. | SY ES | * 


* 


\ 


By the ſtatement of the troops in the ſervice of Almaſs Ally Cawn, lately tranſmitted by the 
Reſident to Colonel Morgan, and by the Colonel to me, it appeared that he had a force on foot in 
the Doab ſufficient of itſelf to e! any attempts of the Seiks, if his fidelity to the Nabob may be 
relied on at any rate, I think it cannot be apprehended that he will join them, or ſuffer them to 
ravage this country, of which he is collector. | T 


Fort William, "Thur tht. | 
17th February 1784. (Signed) G* STIB BERT. 
0 | Cawypore, 3d Febry, 1784. 


— 


To Major General Stibbert, Commander in Chief. 
* As 3 3 


I herewith tranſmit, for your information, copy of a paper of advice from Major Browne, ſent 
to me. by the Reſident at the Vizier's court: 1 received ĩt yeſterday, accompanied by his deſire of 
my opinion on the meaſures I deemed it expedient to follow. 88 oy als 


A copy of my anſwex to him goes alſo encloſed, You will pleaſe, I hope, more immediately to 
notice that part wherein it is obſerved, that no inſtructions had been received by me from Colo- 
nel Morgan ; nor had any Jet been iſſued for my conduct in caſe of hoſtilities from the neighbour- 
ing powers, either by the Goyernor General and Council, or by yourſelf, It is my earneſt wiſh 
to be favoured with them, that I always may act, as is my duty as well as my inclination, in en- 
tire correſpondence with the views and intentions of my ſuperiors: Should I not, however, be fa- 
voured with them in time for the preſent conjuncture, I ſhall do my beſt to repel every invaſion 
of the dominions of the Vizier, in conformity to his Excellency's requiſitions to me, of which, 
and every other material event, no occaſion ſhall be omitted by me to yield you the earlieſt in- 


telligence. i | 
A true Copy. | r I am, &. 420 
| Wa. Scott, , . . -{Signed) G. IROQNSIDE, + 7 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief. Coll. 


COPY of a Letter from Major James Browne to Mr. John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's 
/ Court; dated Delhy, the 25th January 1784. 


I have the honour to encloſe, for your peruſal, the news- paper from the great camp of the Seiks 
now near Boonah Gaut, up to the 27th of Suffer. From this it appears that ts ſtill talk of 


croſſing the Ganges, and have thought Suckertawl the fitteſt Gaut : I dare ſay our government 
and the Vizier's will be in a condition to repel them, | 


Atrue Tranſcript. A true Copy. 
(Signed) R. E. Roberts, a (Signed) J. NE AVE, 35 
Secry. Alfiſtant to the Reſidt at the Vizier's Court 
Wm, Scott, | 


Secretary to the Commander in Chief, 


( 107) 


| Cawnpore, 3d Febry. 1784. 
To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. "RI | 
Sir, BY | E. 
| have received your favour of the 31ſt of January, containing a tranſcript of intelligence 


from Major Browne of the 25th, and defiring my opinion on. the meaſures expedient for me in 
conſequetice to purſue, | | 


With no other given premiſes than a mere notice of the Sykes intention, it is not in nature 
for me to form a competent judgment on the ſubject: on ſo very material a one to offer an in- 
conſiderable opinion, might probably be dangerous, certainly ineffectual, Before it is poſſible 
ſor any reaſon of mine to proceed to a angle determination on the preſent eaſe, it is requiſite for 
me to be apprized ot the following particulars : 


Firſt, In what degree of oppoſition or connection the Vizier ſtands with the Seikes. 
Secondly. The power he poſſeſſes in aid of the Englifli forces, to oppoſe them. 
Thirdly, What force is now actually near the Gaut of Suckertaw], to guard that paſſage. 


Fourthly, Whether the Vizier can rely on the aſfection and fidelity of his new Rohilcund | 
ſubjects, on an enemy's invaſion of that diſſriẽ̃t pets 


Fifthly. Whether, by the very laſt treaty ſtruck with the Vizier (which I have never ſeen) 
there are any ſpecific provinces guaranteed to him by our Government, beyond the frontier of ' 
which line the Engliſh troops cannot paſs without an expreſs order from the Governor General 
and Council, | | | 


- 


Sixthly. In the event of taking the field, for what number of Engliſh troops the Vizier 
might make a requiſition, © A : | 


Seventhly. Whether the Vizier can fupply a ſufficient quantity of grain by water conveyance . 
on the Ganges, for the conſumption of a large army in Rohilcund or the Doab, for at leaſt four 
months, which would be nearly the duration I preſume of an enſuing campaign. | 


It is full as expedient alſo for you to be acquainted, that no infiruQtions whatever regarding 
the conduct of the troops beyond the provinces were left with me by Colonel Morgan, nor have 


yet received directions for my procedure in any one exigence from the Governor General and 
Council, or the Commander in Chief. | | 


Provided, therefore, there be no inſtructions depoſited with the Vizier, to be delivered to me | 
on occaſions ſimilar to the preſent, I deem it indiſpenſable for me to receive, if poſſible, the com- 


mands of the Honourable Board for my guidance, before any deciſive operations are hazarded in 
acontingence of ſuch eminent conſideration. ET 


If thoſe, however, cannot be obtained in time, let me be but once truly aſcertained of the 
Peres above recited, and honoured at the ſame time with his Excellency's written commands; 
_ then, inſtantly, as a ſoldier, decide what is to be done. In every caſe of this nature, I wiſh - 


ed to be conſidered in no other light. 


[ have not adverted to the magnitude of the Seiks army, becauſe if it is uncommonly nume- 
rous, and the deart 


N h in the weſtern provinces ſevere as repreſented, it is ſcarcely poſſible they 
reg, ſubſiſt where they are. much more attempting any enterprize in a region equally 
5 I am, Sir, &c. &. 
| Atrue Copy, (Figned) G. IRONSIDE, 
Wm. Scott, | 


| ROE Colonel. 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief. = 


& 


To 
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2 To Colonel Ironſide, commanding at Cawnpore., 
1 Sir, | | \ » 

I have received your letter of the 3d inſtant, encloſing, a copy of a paper of intelligence ſent to 
you by the Reſident at the Vizier's court, as alſo a copy of your letter to Mr. Briſtow, and ac- 
quainting me that no inſtructions had been left with you by Colonel Morgan, regarding the con- 
duct of the troops. beyond the provinces. . | e 


I believe no particular inſtructions were given by the Board to Colonel Morgan, at leaſt none 
paſſed through me, further than in general terms, to comply with the requiſitions which might 
be made to him from the Vizier, through the Reſident,, for troops. for the protection of hig 
_ — * 3 foreign or domeſtic enemies; and you of courſe are to obſerve the ſane 

me con ; | f | | i: 


In caſe of invaſion by a powerful enemy, or a general. commotion. in the country, to repel or 
ſuppreſs, to which the co-operation of all the forces in the Vizier's dominions might de requiſite, 
ou are, as ſenior officer, to take the command of the whole, in conformity to the inſtructions 


contained in a letter from the Honourable the Governor General and Council to Col. Morgan, a 


copy of which I encloſe to you, as well as a copy of. the letter to Col. Sir John Cummings, 
therein referred to, , 


The queſtions upon which you have required information from the Reſident, will, E ſuppoſe, 
be anſwered by him; but that the Board may be apprized of your doubts upon certain particulars, 
I ſhall immediately ſubmit to them your letter to me, and the papers that accompanied it. 


Colonel. Kuudſon, in a letter to me under date the oth: of January, acquainted me, that in 
conſequence of intelligence he had. received of a numerous body of Seiks being collected in the 
upper part of the Doab, with an intention, it was imagined, of entering into the Rohilcund be- 
tween Nagul and Daranagur, he had applied to Colonel Sir John Cummings, for permiſſion to 
advance to the banks of the Ganges, which I ſuppoſe Sir John Cummings will immediately direct 
him to do, and ſupport him with more forces to nepel thele invaders, ſhould, it, be, neceſſary.— 
Beſides the troops which the Nabob may have already in that province, it wilt be proper that be 
detach for its particular protection as large a body of horſe as he can ſpare, which it would be 
proper you. ſhould, intimate to the Reſident. | 


I amy Sir, 
Fort William, Your very humble ſervant, 
rech June, 1784. | (Signed) G. STEBBERT. 
Wm. Scott, | 
| Secretary. 


The Secretary: begs leave to acquaint the Board, that the Governor Genetal, on reading the 
foregoing papers yeſterday, deſired it might be mentioned to the other members of tbe Board, 
that he approved of the inſtructions ſent by the Commander in Chief to Colonel Ironſide on the 
16th infant; and is moreover of opinion, with the Commander in Chief, that if the Seiks ſhould 
have collected ſo large a body as to make it expedient for Sir John Cummings to march with his 
whole force to oppoſe them, Colonel Ironſide ſhould be directed to march himſelf with his bri- 
gade, or to detach a part of it towards Furruckabad, to cover the country on that ſide. 


* 
n 2 ; | : / 
* — 


— 1 — 


The Board agree in opinion with the Governor General, and reſolve, That the following 
Letters be written te the Commander in Chief, and Colonel Ironſide. | 


_ : Major General Giles Stibbert, Commander in Chief, &. 

ir, ; | 5 5 | 
We have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, dated yeſterday, We approve much £ | 

your inſtructions to Colonel Ironſide; and agreeing with you in opinion, that if the Seiks = 


a, 


4.00 2 


have colleQed fo large a body as ſhould make it expedient for Sir John Cummings to march with 

his whole force to oppoſe them, Colonel Ironſide ought to be directed to march with his brigade, 
or detach a part of it, towards Furruckabad, to cover the country on that ſide, we have ſent or- 
ders to Colonel Ironſide to this effect; a copy of our letter to the Colonel is encloſed, 


Fort William, We are, ce. 
Secret Department, 
_ 18th Feb. 1784. 


Colonel Gilbert Ironſide, commanding at Cawnpore. 
Sir, | 


The Commander in Chief having lately laid before us a copy of a letter which he had received 
from you, under date the 3d inſtant, 1 of the papers therein referred to, as well as a copy of 
his inſtructions to you on the 16th inſtant, we think it right to expreſs our entire approbation of 
the latter, and moreover to direct, that if the Seiks ſhould have collected ſo large a body as ſhould 
make it expedient for Sir John Cummings to march with his whole force to oppoſe them, you do 
yourſelf march with your brigade, or detach ſuch part of it as you may think proper, towards 
Fan to eover the country on that ſrde. 


We are yet without advices from Sir John Cummings, with reſpect to the meaſures which he 
intended to purſue on the expected entrance of the Seiks into Rohilcund, but it is to be pre 
that he has taken the neceſſary ſteps for repelling moms of ordering Colonel Knudſon to advance 


with the detachment under his command from Barelly, that he will reinforce him, if requiſite, 
with troops ſufficient to guard the Gauts. | IE 


Fort William, - 25 we are, So. 
Secret Department, a WV | 
18th Feb. 1784. 


| Read again che letter from Mr. Briſtow, dated the 4th October, and entergd on the proceed- 
ings of the laſt meeting. | 


| The Board deeming the ſubject of this letter, and the papers accompanying it, of material 
umportance, f 


Agreed to tranſmit copies of them to the Governor General, and to recommend chem to his 
ſerious conſideration, 7 | | 


The following is accordingly written to the Governor General, 


Honourable Sir, 


Having taken in conſideration Mr. Briſtow's letter to this Government of the 4th of October, 
which has been lately before us, and deeming it of material importance, we have the honour to 
tranſmit to you a copy of it, and of the papers encloſed in it, and beg leave to recommend the 
ſubjects of them, in regard to Almaſs Ally Cawn, to your particular attention and inveſtigation, 
on your arrival in the dominions of his ExceHlency the Vizier. 


Fort William, | | We have, &c. 
Secret Department, | | 


18th Feb. 1784. 


Vor. v. F f e Read 
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Read the following letters from Mr, Wombwell, Accomptant at Lucknow, 


1 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | | | 
I have the honour to tranſmit you copies of a letter from Mr. Briſtow, and of the papers en- 


cloſed with it, | x 
| I have the honour, &c * 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. WOMRB WELL, 
gth Feb. 1784. 5 Þ Accomptant, 


— —— — 


Sir, Pies =. | 1 5 5 
I have the honour to encloſe a general engagement from the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn to his 


Highneſs the Nabob Vizier, for Benares rupees 15. 00, ooo. ; 


Engagements payable in the Rubby of the year 1191, and the Kurreef 1 192, for g, oo, ooo, being 
the balance remaining due on the general engagements for Benares rupees 15,00,000, | 


Lucknow, | I have the honour, &c, - 


8th Feb. 1784. | | (Signed) 10 HN BRISTOW, 


— — 


COPY of a Teep under the Seal of Fyzoola Cawn; dated the 16th of Rubbee ul Awul-1 197 


Hejeira. 


The ſum of fifteen lacks of rupees Sicca Rayje Kuttar, on account of the preſent of gratitude 
for the perpetual remiſſion of the body of troops which is engaged in the treaty of the deceaſed 
Nawub Sujah ul Dowlah, and the Nawaub Vizier ul Mamaalek Aſoph ud Dowlah, Aſoph [ah 
Behadre, which agreeably to the conſent of the Nawaub Ameer ul Mamaalek Amud ul Dowlah, 
Governor General, through the Nawaub-Ateſaud ud Dowlah, Mr. William Palmer, Behadre, has 
been agreed to, ſhall he paid conformably to the Paper of Kitts, and the former ſum alſo, which 

on account of the remiſhon of Toofeer, on the collections of the Jagheer Mahals, and the gua- 
rantee of the Honourable Engliſh Company, through Mr. Daniel Barwell, Bahadre, was paid to 
Roop Loll, Gomaſtah of Fackeer Chun Sahoo, inhabitant of Lucknow, in Rayje Kutteer, and 
Barelly Sioca. If at anytime any deficiency-in the Sicca of that former ſum - ſhould be proved, 
upon ſuch proof the deficiency of batta ſhall be made up at the ſame rate. Written on the above 
date, | 


\ 


— 


COPY of a Teep under the Seal of the Nawaub Fyzoola Cawn; dated the 16th Rubbee ul 
723 | Awul 1197 Hegeira. | 


The ſum of two lacks of rupees, of which the half is one lack of rupees, Sicca Rayje Kutteer, 
out of the balance of the preſeht of gratitude on account of the perpetual remiſſion of the ſta- 
tioning a body of troops at the time of war and hoſtilities, which is engaged in the treaty of the 
deceaſed Nawaub Sujah ul Dowlah, and the Nawaub Vizier ul Mamaulek, Aſoph ul wal, 
Aſoph Tat Bahadre, for the Sircar of the ſaid Nawaub, ſhall be paid at Rampoor in ſpecie, in 
the collections of the Fuſſil Rubbee 1191 Fuſſullee, at the end of the month Jeit, and this teep 
redeemed, Written on the above date. | r 


5 
— 


COPY of a Teep under the Seal of the Nawaub Fyzoola Cawn; dated the 16th Rubbee ul 
Awul 1197 Hegeira. a | 


The ſum of three lacks of rupees, of which the half is one lack and fifty thouſand; on account 

of the balance of the preſent of gratitude for the perpetual temiſſion of the ſtationing a body * 
troops at the time of war and hoſtilities, which is engaged in the treaty of the deceaſed 2 
Sujah ul Dou lah, and the Nawaub Vizier ul Mamaulck Aſoph ul Dowlah Aſoph Jat, for t 
Sircar of the ſaid Nawaub, ſhall be paid at Rampoor in ſpecie, from the collections of the Fufl⸗ 
Kurreef 1192 Fuſlulee at the end of the month of Cautic, and this teep redeemed·— Witten 
on the above date. The 


IT ] 


The ſecretary lays before the board the following letter, and its encloſures, from Mr. 
Wombwell, Accountant at Lucknow. COOL ETD, 8 


To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
Sir, ; Da | | 
I beg you will do me the honour to lay before the board the copy of a letter I received this 
morning from Mr. Briſtow, and a liſt of the papers that were delivered to me at the ſame time 
by his order. I have now tranſmitted to the Honourable the Governor General and Council the 
whole of our correſpondence, and the copies, &c. of all the papers Mr. Briſtow has thought 
proper to deliver me. | | 

is | I have the honour, &c. 


Lucknow, ä (Signed) J. WOMB WELL. 
gth Febry. 1 784. | ; Accountant, 


1 * 2 


— —ũ— 8 


Sir, | | n a 
I am to notify to you, that I have withdrawn the Reſidency, and agreeable to the orders of 
the Governor General and Council, commanding me to deliver over the accounts and neceſſary 
papers, I now muſt refer you to the records of your office, and the information I have already 
communicated to you, | | | 


| I have the honour, &c. a 
Lucknow, | (Signed) JOHN BRIST OW, | 
Sch Febry. 1784. e Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


— 


LIST of Papers delivered to Mr. Wombwell, by John Briſtow, Eſquire. 


Engliſh and Perfian Accounts, the counterparts of which are lodged in the Huzzoory Dufter for 
1183, 1184, and 1185, | = 
Treaſury Vouchers for 1186. | | | | 
ad and 34 Brigade Vouchers for 1776 and 1777. . 
Captain Bruce's Abſtract Accounts Current Diſburſements to his Troop for 1975, 1776, and 1777. 
_ of the Three Battalions and the Vizier's Body Guard, New Brigade, and Cavalry Brigade 
eceipts. * | 

Light Infantry Pay, Abſtract Pay Bills, and Contingent Bills, from June to December 1778. 
letters, Receipts, &c. of the Paymaſter to the Detachment beyond the Jurmna, 1188 and 1189. 
Letters, Receipts, &c. of the 3 2d Brigade 1187, 1188, 1189. 
Letters, Receipts, &c. of the Cavalry Paymaſter, 1188, and 1189 
' Do. of the Paymaſter Futtyghur, 1188 and 1189. 
Do. Do. of the Paymaſter General 1188. 
Returns of the Vizier's Arſenal. . 


AGREED, That a copy of the foregoing letter be tranſmitted to the Gyretnor General. 


Ordered, That the ſecretary do acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Briſtow's letter, and acquaint 
him, that the Board, obſerving by the liſt of papers delivered over by him to Mr. Wombwell, 
chat his public correſpondence does not make a part of them, it is their pleaſure that he tranſmit 
the fame to Mr. Wombwell, that it may be lodged in Mr. Wombwell's office. | 


* r 


. 


Read the following letter, and its encloſures, from Accountant General. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | : 


1 have now the honour to lay before you an eftimate of the balance due from his Excellency 


the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah to the Honourable Company, on the 31ſt December 1783, and a 
continuation 


( 112 ) ; 


continuation of the ſame to the 1ſt February 1784, taken from the accounts of the late Reſident 
at his court, for the month of Januaty 1794, which were teceived ſubſequent to the formation 
of that eſtimate. 2 1 | . 


2. The Honourable Board will 6bfefve, that the halance Cue from the Nabob, as ſtated by 
this eſtimate, exceeds the amount at which it is ſtated by the account current of the Nabob 
formed by the late Refident at Ins court, by the ſum of current fuptes 12,02, 1 20. 9. 4. ind 
will find every article of difference between the accounts of the Prefidenty and thoſe of the 
Lucknow ſtat ion exhibited in the eſtimate. Lo theſe however it may be neceſſary for me to 
adrert more fully than was practicablè ini the format ion of that eſtimate, to enable the Honourahle 
Board to determine how far the articles of difference which it exhibits, ſhould be either char 
by the Accountant to that ftation to the Naboh's debit, in the account current of the next 
month, or be wrote off from thoſe of the Preſidency, 


— 


J. The amount of the firſt article, current rupecs 1,83, 20. 14. 9. muſt, I conceive, be 
carried to the Nabob's debit, as it ariſes from the Reſident's having miſtakingly carried to his 
credit current rupees 2,23,205. 3. 4, Which he received back of the advances which he had 
made on account of the pay of the troops ſtationed for the defence of the Nahoh's dominions 
ſituated beyond the line of guaranty ; which differing very materially from the actual expence of 
thoſe troops, the Reſident ſhould never have attempted. to regulate the Nabob's accounts with 
| the Company on this account, by wliat was advanced by him to the paymaſters, but by the 
| _ aftual expence thereof, aſcertained to him by the officers of the Prefidency, © WE? 


4. The ſecond article of current rupees 2,94,015. 6. 1, being the differetice between the 
actual expence of Abdul Bhehman's Cawn's Riffallah 1781-2 and its eſtimated expence of 1782-3 
to the end of which they were paid up by Colonel Morgan, previous to their being permitted to 
return from Surat to Lucknow, and the amount of ſundry payments made by the Reſident, on 
account of this Riſffallah, Which he has not charged to the Nabob's debit; and the amount of 
thoſe ſums with which he has charged the Nabob on this account, muſt, I conceive, be carried 
| to the Nabob's debit in the accounts of the Lueknew ſtation, as being ſo much which they 

include leſs than what ought to have been included in them for this expence. I muſt however 
| obſerve, that as the eſtimated expenee of 1782-3 has been ſubſtituted in lieu of the actual expence, 
an adjuſtment may hereafter be neceſſary, to bring to account the difference, Why the Reſident 
| ſhbuld make advarices on this account, which he did not charge to the Nabob's debit, is a 


matter for which I cannot account. 


| | 5. The third article, of current rupees 76,999 5. 8, which is the difference between what 
the Company have been ehargetl on the aecount of the ſtipend of the Nabob Saadut Ally and 
| tte amdunt which the Reſident has ultimately permitted to remain at the Nabob's debit on this 
account, muit, I ſhould conceive, be brought to account in the accounts of the Lucknow fta- 
tion, as ſo much which the Reſident has included therein leſs than what they ought to have been 
charged with. | | | | 


6. The fourth article, of current rupees 6,960 being the amount of two advances made by 
the Honourable the Governor-General to his Vackesl Rajah Govindram, will no doubt be readily 
admitted as an omiſſion which has eſcaped the obfervation of the Reſident, and as ſuch brought 


to account in the accounts of the ſtation, 


D _ . FS HD 3 
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7. How far the Honourable Board may be inclined to think it worth while to direct the 
amount of the 5th article, being current rupees 134. 15. 4, now to be charged to the Nabob's 
debit, in the accounts of the Lucknow ſtation, is a matter which I have but to point out to 
their notice, | | | F 


8. Had the Henourable Board's erders, of the 14th April 1984, been officially communicated 
to the Reſident, I ſhould conceive chat the amount of the ſixch article, being current rupees 
1 ,99,0 7. 13. 1, would not at this time have been an article of difference between the accounts 
of the Lucknow ſtation and thoſe of the Preſidency; but as the former have not yet been made 
to contain this article, ir ſhould now have place in them. I muſt however remark to t 
Honourable Poard, that the Company's bonds, which were granted to Mr. Frazer, in diſcharge 
| of the Vizier's bonds to him, bear an intereit of 8 per cent. from the 224 March 1783; that in 
1 caſe the Board ſhould think that, as the Honourable Company are pay ing at the rate of int 
1 on : part of the Nabod's debt to them, the Nabob ſhiouſd be charged with the ſame, the Ac- 

count ant of the Lucknow ſtation may be apprized of their determination thereon, and act in 
conformity to it. p | | | 
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9. On the 24th July K Honourable Board was pleaſed to reſolve, * that the Vizier's 
i account ſhould. be debited for the actual laſs praceeding from the deficiency between the amoum 
« received and the ſam credited the Nubob, at the ſtandard batta fixed by che table of aflay? 
This order paſſed upon two accounts ſubmitted to them by the Acting Accountant General, 
who exhibited in them the difference between the produce of ſundry remittances made from 
Lucknow by the Reſidents, in bills of exchange drawn upon bankers in Calcutta, and what 
would have * roduced, had the fame ſum of Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupees, as was charged 
in the accounts, — remitted in ſpecie to Calcutta, and re- coined in the mint; but as it ſhould 
ſeem that ſome part of this difference myſt have ariſen from the Hoondian which the Shroffs 
charged for the remittance, which is a circumſtance that ſeems to have eſcaped the attention of 
the Board, I think it incumbent upon me to offer this ſuggeſtion, which may poſſibly induce 
the Honourable Boards in their ultimate determination upon this matter, to requize a different 
entry to be made of it than what the preſent orders admit ot. 


10. It appears from accompanying Topy of an extract of general ordets by Colonel Charles 
Morgan, dated 13th December 1784, that the horſes which formerly belonged to the 1K regi- 
ment of cavalry, and which were the property of the Nabob Vizier, have been partly ſold, and 
partly delivered to Abdul Rehman Cawn, who commantled the ' Cand.thar eavaley in the pay of 
the Nabob, which were on ſervice with the Bombay detachment ; but as the lateſt account of 
any yet received from the paymaſter of that detachment is that for the month of February 1783, 
in none of which is any fum acknowledged by the paymaſter as received on this account, I am 
unable to ſtate what farther credit ſhould be given to his Excellency on this head, as the in- 
ability of aſcertaining the number of horſes which were with that regiment on the gd December 
1781, when the Nabob's cavalry were taken into the Honourable Company's fervice, prevented 
me from giving him the credit that was ordered to be given him by the Honourable Board on 
the 24th of June 1782, for the horſes with this regiment, at the ſame time that 1 gave him 
credit for thoſe that belonged to the other two regiments. There is, however, a ſum of:cur- 
rent rupees, 9,7 50. 15. 4, which is the amount of the 8th article of difference ſtated in the 
accompanying account, which ariſes from the Reſident's not having given the Nabob that credit 
which the Military Paymaſter General gave, fot the amount at which. the horſes of thoſe regi- 
ments were valued, and the ſtoppages that had been made from the pay of the whole on the 
Nabob's accounts, which was the fund from which his Excellency was to'be reimburſed their 
original coſt ; this ſum, I ſhould conceive, ought to be carried to the Nabob's credit in the ac- 
counts of the Lucknow ſtation. - - 


11. I alſo beg leave to ſuggeit to the Honourable Board the expediency of their determining 
upon the addition which ſhould be made to the preſent ſubſidy for the two riffalahs of cavalry, 
one of which is to be ſtationed with the troops at Cawnpore, and the other with thoſe at Futty 
Ghur, as the former mode of charging the exact expence of any particular corps, which can 
ſeldom be aſcertained to the preſent time, occaſions the neceſſity of ſubſequent correcting entries, 
which may not always be clearly comprehended by the Nabob, and may occaſion a diſſatis faction, 
that would not occur in the payment of a definite ſum. h . 


12. The Honourable Board having on 5th January reſolved that they would exert their influ- 
ence with the Nabob Vizier for the payment of his bond to Mr. Frazer, for Sicca rupees 
1,23,000, bearing an intereſt of 12 per cent. from iſt Shaborn, or 15th July 17832, and that the 
fame be includefl in the eſtimate for the current year, I could wiſh to know, whether it is their 
intention that this ſum ſhould be carried to the Nabob's debit in his account current with the 
Honourable Company, and that Mr. Frazer ſhould receive credit for that proportion of the 
— which may be realized of the whole amount of the eſtimate, which this article bears to 
the whole. | | | BT 


13. On a ſuggeſſion of the cirtumſtance adverted to, as explanatory of the th article to the 
Accountant of the Lucknow ſtation, the neceſſity of the trifling correction which it will require, 
muſt immediately ftrike him. 2 DOT | ; 


14. When JI am made acquainted with the Honourable Board's d ination upon theſe 
points, ſhall without delay prepare ſuch inſtructions as the Accountant at Lucknow will re- 
. quire for the execution of their orders thereon. ; | : . 


” Ss oa 


Fort William. x mare the honour, Noe. 
24th February 1784. a (Signed) W. LARKINS, 
et] Vor. IV, G g Accountant General. 


ESTIMA TE 


8 


ESTIMATE. .of the Balance due from his. W the Nabob Afoph u ul Dowlah to th 
| * Company, on the giſt December, 1 783. AY 


Balance due from his ET on ziſt December 1783, 28 
| ſtated by the account current tranimitted by the Reſi e 

at his Court - Oude Sa * - |53,92,748 10 
Batta 11 per cent. J. 593,0 5 8 


59,85, 951 06 
Add 1 following A which appear between tho | | 
account of theReſident and thoſe of the Preſidency, which! * ny 
have rendered that balance leſs than it would have been ä | 7 ot 
©: Rated at by the former, had they not exiſted, ' FEY BY 


The aQtual expence of the troops employed for the defence of 
-— | that part of his Excellency's dominions ſituated beyond the 
line of guaranty, from 3oth April 1781 to their being with- 
drawn, amounted, as per the accounts thereof formed by the | _ - 
Military Paymaſter General, to - 32, 16,446 12 10 i 
And the amount of Military and Ordnance | Rape 
ſtores, expended by thoſe troops in that 5 ET = 
period, was ſtated by the Accountant to Sn | EN 
i the Board of Ordnance, KK. 1 7 


— ů — 


Tue Reſident has debited the Nabob on the 
1 3 4 above account, as follows. 1 


— of ſundry advances made by kim to 
the Paymaſters of thoſe troops, which 
he carried to his Excellency's Debit in 5 & pls RY 

178-2 ee 4 6 : A 

An 1782˙3, when he brought 

to account the difference . 1 

ſubſiſting between his ac | 
counts & general books, | | | 

on iſt Wee * 14.48, n ö eue 


50 55013 R T 


Dedut _ DET 25 

The credit which he has | 
given to his Excellen- 
cy, for ſums which he 
received back from 
the Paymaſters in April 
1782. = 10,439 10 1 
July - 2, 12,75 93 


. 


2 — —ä—ä —᷑̃ — 
— ̃ a _— — — - 
3 2 - > 3 
— — — 


1 | a a — 223,605 1 

1K Sum actually charged by the 

| I Reſident to the Nabob's | | 

Þ 1 Debit on this account 28, 51, 808 1 ä n | FA 
| * W Batta 11 per cent, — 14 8 r : = 

| | 4 5 2 ——.—— 3:F 1,83,020 14 © | 
l — 

; % 


— 
KY LEND 
"5 


126 J 


Brought forward 


The aQual expence of Abdul Reham Cawn's Riſſallah, between! 


the zoth April 1781 and 1ſt May 1782, appears by the ac 
count thereof, formed by the Military Paymaſter General, t 

have amounted to - - 350,413. 4 1 
And the Nabob's proportion of the loſs by ex- | 

change on the whole expence of that corps, 

to iſt May 1782, is ſtated by the Military 

Paymaſter General at - 1,30, 146 9 8 


The eſtimated expence of that corps from 
20th April 1782 to iſt May 1783, to which 
time they were paid up by Colonel Morgan, is 
as follows. | 


Pay at CRs 26,283. 13. 7, for 
10 months - 3515,06 3 o 
Eſtimated loſs by exchange | | 


on ditto - 30,702 10 2 * 
| np n 3,46, 108 13 2 


The Reſident has debited the Nabob on 
the above account as follows: | 
In 1981-2 2 - 3,30, 0 o © 3 
In 1782-3, when he brought 
to account the difference | 
ſubſiſting between his ac- 
counts and the general 
book, on 1ſt September 
1782 7 "ON - 10,273 3 11 | 
In 1783-4 — 3, 0, ooo © o 


ä 


O. Sa Rs MG. 6,40,273 3 11 | | | | 


Batta 11 per cent. 70,430 O 11 


| þ 


— 710,703 4 100 


To which muſt be added the amount of 


ſundry payments made by the Reſident, | ny 


on account of this Riſſullah, which he 
has not charged to the Nabob's debit 

O. S- R. - 1,55,000 © © 

Patta 11 per cent. 117,050 0 0 


| 


1,72,050 © 


2,94,015 6 


1 


59,385,951 0 6 


Brought 


( 169 


Brought forward =» LE 


The payments made on account of the N of th 


Saudit Ally __ been as follow s 


In 1781-2 - 285,035 11.70 
1782-3 . = 2,85,035 10 
1783-4 to gt Jan. 1784 1,66, 870 12 


736,42 2 


The reſident debited the 
Nabob on this account, as 
follows. 


+ Go 


In September 1781 = $3,00,000 © ÞD 
In Auguſt 1782 3, oo, oo © © 
In September 1783 - g3,00,000 © © 


9,00,000 AP. 


From which ſam muſt be E 
deducted the credit gi- \ 
yen to his Excellency 
by the refident on this 
account, on bringing 
to account the differ- 
ence ſubſiſting between 
his account and the 
general books on 1ſt 
PCr | 
8 22,008 14 5 
Do - Do 209,350 5 5 


2, 29,425 8 
6, 0,574 12 2 


To which muſt be added the difference between what 
was charged to his Excellency's debit for the pay- 
ment made by the reſident at Benaris, on account 

of the ſtipend of the Nabob Myrza Saudit Aly in 
the year 1779-80 and 1780-81, which were made in 
Benaris Standard Gourſh rupees, computed at 
8. 3. 142. 2. 8. per cent. above current, but 
which being equal to Sonauts, or 11 per cent above - 
current, are of equal value in accovnt_with Qwde 

Sicca rupees; a and as the reſident, in bringing to 
account the-difference which ſubſiſted on 44t Sep- 


FTC TY EFQ_TCYTYY MFTYT MESSY 


— IT 


A *. 


- COT ] 


$5,767 6 2 


— „ 4... .a. .- Mp#Sd Moe Sc 1 1 als, 


tember 1782, between the accounts of the preſidency li 
and thoſe of his office, adjuſted the Nabob's account f 

in conformity to the fate of Batta, he will have | 
now to charge this difference to the Nabob's debit. 


m INTEL -— Rants At 


In 1779-80 the neg 
Actu- Val 
Reſident at Be- Pa Sa Rs „one 5 2 K ues 


2 paid in — jaw | 
this Acct - |, , 

1:,25,000 © oft 135,201 9 8 1,38, 50 © | 
In 1780-81 ads 9 2,906, 02 1 10 3,868 . | | WE 


5 85 11,024 15 6 


Phe-refident has omitted to en © his 888 for the amount 1 
paid on his account to Rajah Govindram by the Honourable the] 

. N General in | | 
1781-2 - 480 © IE wo 
17135 * to 1 Januaay 1784, bor t the Shaugord a Pech 


JJ 


11997 1 
Brought forward e 
The reſident has not debited the Nabob for the loſs which 


. nourable the Governor General, who charged for t 


ſame * 1 * " 15,113 4 9 
but who received back from Mr. Wombwell 


on this account no more than = = 14,978 5 


The Reſident has not yet debited the Nabob for th 
amount of his Excellency's debt to Mr. James Fraſer, 


1783, to be liquidated by the Company's Bond, bein 
Lucknow Sicca rupees 1,89, 305. 15, or Fyzabad 1 


Sun Sicca rupees | - 1,79,304 5 
Batta 11 per cent 19,723 7 


The Reſident has not yet debited the Nabob for the differ- 
ence between the produce of the remittance made by him 
in- bills of exchange, and that which would have been 
produced from an equal number of the Fyzabad 16 Su 

Sicca rupees received in the Mint at Calcutta, which, 
agreeable to the Honourable Board's orders of 24th July 


The Reſident has charged for remittance by bills as follows 
In February 1782 - = 28,94,331 12 


May 8 25 = 9.4705 14 5 


September . 9505 7 

November = = $ 957 13 

by Jorg 1783 - - 16, 48, 10 
ly 6 3 2,419,742 7 1 


Oude Sicca 8088, 309 2 2 


Which, as 100 Owde Sicca rupees would, by the re 

of the Aſſay and' Mint maſters, have produced in th 
Calcutta Mint 
Deel. | 


Calcutta rupees 94,112, 
or Ca Siccas - 76, 12,069. 7 11 
Batta 16 per Ct 12, 17,931 1 11 
— 8, 30,000 9 10 
But which have produced no more than 83, 78,081 3 2 


Deduct. | 

The Military Paymaſter General has given in credit for t 
amount received on the following account, as follows : 

For horſe ſtoppage made on account of tile | 


For 903 horſes, the number alive, and muſ- 
tered with the ad and gd regiment of Ca- 
valry, on 3 Decr 178i, to the day on | 
which the Honourable Board' agreed to | 
take them of the Vizier, at St rupees We, 

250 each, Sonaut rupees 2, 25, 7 50, or 2, 50,582 — — 


The Reſident, when he brought to account the differenc 
ſubſiſt ing between his accounts and tlie general books, 
on iſt Septr 1782, only credited the Nabob for this, 

. Sicca rupees - - 3,1 5, 50 14 5 


which was ordered by the Honourable Board, on 14 April 


Vizier in 1781 — — 108,875 7 5 8 


Batta, 11 per cent. - 349055 9 7| 


Vor. W. l A | N * 


aroſe on an advance made to Lieut. Polhill by the Ho-] 


1783, was to be carried to his Excellency's debit. 7 


„ 


_ 


K. 


*® _ 
* 


359,457 7 4 


349,0 8 


1 
1 


| $985,951 — 6 


1. 


12,11,870 13 7 


1 


| 
| 


71,97,821 14 1- 


{ 


2 9,7.50 IS 4 
11,88,070 14 9 


Proveht 


* — 
—— — - — — 
—_  —_ 


4," ray 


— — 


— — k 2 
0 4 E 
= - - — 22 


. . Ge Og 
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\ 
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TD The Refident, in bringing to account the remainder of the difference: which ſab- 


- ments which 8 rectifi 


The account of ſyndry differences enumerated, ex lained in 


Company on the 31ſt December 1783 — — — — 12,02,120 9 4 


The Nettedt has not debited the Nabob for the I l | [ 


Add. | 1 | 
The Reſident has not debited the Nabob for the ſtipend of * 5 
the Nabob Sandi Ally for November and December 1783 | 1 | 
/ ˙˖75à !!. 
Batta 11 per cent. — 1 6,225 10 9 | 
e — — 52.73 9 5 


Fort William, „„, Signed) W. LARKINS 
Accountant Gengral's Office, | my” Acct General. 
The 2th a February 1784. 


1481 


_= | | Brought forward ' 2 588.050 14 9 


Al. 


ſiſted on iſt Sept. 1782, between 2 account of the Preſuleney and thoſe < 
his office, oy ſtuting the amount of that part which had been carried to the 
Nabob's debit, in the account current for the firſt part of Sept. 1782, at 
24,602,031. 15. 8. whereas the ſum which was then actually charged to the} 
Nabob's debit was 24, 62, 631. 5. B, entered the ſame as much leſs than i 
ought to have hien, as the other was Rated at more than it was, which pro- 
duces a differeiſce of E — a= | — 10 © 
| Batta, 3x per Cent. — 1 14 d 
— — {+ 1 
Current R., 88,0% g 10 
4, k | x ” 4 | FEE X 
N. B. This Eftimats will not be found to correſpond with the accounts furniſhed from this 
office on the iſt October 1782, 24. July 1783, theſe accounts having been formed from docu- 
the oificers from whom they were received, agreeable to 
which rectification the general books of 4784-2 were adjuſtod, and in conformity to which adjult- 
ment this eſtimate has been drawn out. | Nn 


Ercors excepted. 


Fort WII (Signed) W. LARKINS, 
Accountant General's Office, P | | | Acct General, 
the 24th Februkry 1784. | | 


CONTINUATION of the ESTLMATH of the Balance due from hig Emcellency the | 
Nabob Aſoph yl Dowlah to the Honaurable Company, from the 31ſt December 1783 to the 
iſt February 1984. A , | | 


= Sc 


ß 


Balance due from his Excellency on the giſt Jandiry, TOY % | 
bY 


as ſtated by the account current tranſmitted by the Re- 


2 


ſident at his Court — — O. Sa R. 8402765 13 11 
| | Battu 10 per cent. —| 5,y94,238 3 11] 1 
1 ee 1.19 
. | p ; 


| 
the eſtimate of his Excellency's debt to the onourable | £7554 


| 71,98,524 11 2 


which eee 1784 he charges for as made to Abdul | | 
Rehman Cawn'on account of his Ruſſullah 40,000 © 
X Batta 11 per cent. — | 4,400 © 1 0 
| | |—————| 44409 


Current Rupees72,93056 4 7 


' Genera 


(6190 


General Oders by Colonel Charles Morgan. 


Head Quarters, Camp near Surat, 13th Dec. 1782. 
Upon the reduction of the regiment taki place, Lieutenants Welſh and Ramſa are | 
3 draught the number of horſes EW forming their refpective ruſullats, for which 
they will be held reſponfible to the Honourable Company in the Pane purghaſe ſum of 305 
rupees for each horſe, until the approbation of the Honourable the Supreme Council ſhall be ab- 
tained, 2 | 


quite for the ſervice of the cerps under his command after the ruſſullahs are completed, at x1 
rates allowed by the Nabob Vizier, of 250 rupees for each horſe; the remaining horſes of the 1 


regiment of cavalry are ordered to be fold at public auction in the Cavalry Lines on the goth in- 
ſtant, on account of the Honourable Company | 


Atteſted to be a true copy of the Original. 


Fort William, | (Signed) Wi. L ARK INS, 
Accountant General's Office, | Acct General, 
 _ 24th Feb. 1784. | 


* 
" . 
. 
* — — ——— 
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| The Accountant General being in &ttendavce, is called in. 0 

Ordered, That the amount of CR. 1,83,020. 14. 9, being the difference between the fum for 
which the late Reſident hasdebited the Nabob Vizier, on account of the pay of the troops ſtationed 
for the defence of his Excelleney's dominions, ſituated deyond the Line of Guarantee, and. the 
actual expence of thoſe troops, be carried to the Nabob's debit in the accounts of the Lucknow 


ſation, 


of Abdul Retunan Cawn's riſſalah in 1781-2, and its eſtimated expence for 1782-3, to the end of 
whichit was paid up by Colonel Morgan, previous to its being permitted to return from Surat 
to Lucknow, and the amount of ſundry payments made by the late Reſident, on account of this 
Reſſalah, which he has not charged to the Nabob's debits; and the amount of thoſe ſums with 
which he has charged the Nabob on this account, be carried to the debit of the Nabob Vizier. 


Ordered, That the ſum of CRs 96,792, f. 6, which is the difference between what the Com- 
Ay” have been charged on account of the ſtipend of the Nabob Saudit Ally, and the amount 

which the late Reſident has ultimately permitted to remain at the Nabob's Jebit on this account, 
be carried to the debit of the Nabob Vizier. 15 | er 


Ordered, That the ſum of CR 6,960, being the amount of two adyances made by the Ho- 
r the Gevernor General to the Nabob's vakeel Rajah Gourdram, be carried to the Na- 
s debit, os \ | 


Ordered, That the fum of CR. 134. 15, 4, beirg the difference between the ſum debited to 
the Nabob for the loſs which aroſe on an advance made to Lieutenant Polhill by the Honourable 
the Governor General, and that paid back by Mr. Wombwell, on this account, be carried to the 
debit of the Vizier, ; | 


Ordered, That the ſum of CRs 1,99,027. 1 3. 1. being the amount of the Vizier's debt to Mr. 
carried to the Vizier's debit as before, tagether with the intereſt due on it to the preſent time. 


Wreeable to the table of aſſay fixed upon between this Government and his Excellency, the Board 
ae of opinion, that his Excellency ought not to be charged with any loſs that may have occurred 
in the remittance, and the re-coinage of it; and reſolye accordingly. i | 


The Candahar Chief, Abdul Rehman Cam, is permitted to draught fach horſes he may te- 


Ordered, That the um of CRs 2 944015. 6, 3, being the difference between the aQtual experice | 


Frazer, which was ordered, on the 14th April laſt, to he liquidated by Company's bonds, be 


The Nabob having made his payments to the Reſident, valuing the different ſpecies of rupees, | 


Reſolved, 


1 


Reſolved, That the ſum of CRs 9,750. 15. 4, be carried to the Nabob's credit, by the Ac. 
countant at Lucknow, and that he do inſert a memorandum on the creditor's fide of the Nahboh'; 
account current, to denote that when it can be aſcertained what fum has been received for the ſale 
of the horſes lately belonging to the firſt regiment of cavalry, his Excellency will have credit given 
him for the ſale; and that he do in like manner inſert a memorandum on the debtor's fide of the 
Nabob's account, of the ſum that will be to be charged to it for the amount that will be due on 
his Excellency's bond to Mr. Frazer, for the principal ſum of Sa Rs 1,23,000, at the time when 
his Excellency aſſents to the payment of that bong, ec ates. 


Reſolved alſo, That ſuch a proportion of the ſums monthly received on account of the aſſign- 
ments taken for the amount of the claims on his Excellency the Vizier, as the amount of Mr, 
Frazer's demand on the Nabob bears to the whole of thoſe claims, be monthly carried to Mr. Fra 
zer's credit, firſt by the Accountant to the Lucknow ſtation, and afterwards by the Accountant 
General, when he enters up the account of that ſtation in the Company's books; and that the 
ſum ſo credited be endorſed off, as received, from the back of the V izier's bond to Mr, Frazer, 


The Board leave it to the Governor General to determine and ſettle with the Naboh Ver 
what addition ſhall be made to the ſubſidy now pay able by his Excellency for the two riiſallahs of 
cavalry, which are to be ſtationed at Cawnpore and Futty Ghur, 1 8 

Ordered, That the trifling ſum of eleven annas one pice, which is the laſt article in the Ac- 
countant GeneraP's eſtimate, be inſerted in the accounts of Lucknow, by the Accountant at that 
ſtation, 


It appearing, that the two articles of difference exhibited in the continuation of the Accountant 
General's eſtimate, viz. the ſum of CRs 44,400, not debited to the Nabob by the late Reſident, 
for the payment which in January 1784 he charged as made to Abdul Rehman Cawn, on account 
of his ruflulah, and the ſum of CRs 52, 731,9, 5, fot which the Reſident has not debited the Nabob 
on account of the ſtipend of the Nabob Saudit Ally, for November and December 1783, are owing 


to omiſſions of the Reſident : Ordered, That they be carried to the Nabob's debit accordingly, 


Ordered, That the Secretary do tranſmit to the Accountant General a copy of the foregoing 
Reſolutions ; and that the Accountant General do prepare therefrom a complete account of the 
balance due from the Vizier to the Company. Phe „ 


Ordered alſo, That the Accountant General do prepare and lay before the Board ſuch-inſtruc- 
tions as the Accountant at Lucknow will require in conſequence, and ſuch inſtructions as he would 
recommend for Mr. Wombwell's obſervance, in the further execution of his office at that ſtation. 


| Reſolved, That the ſum of Lucknow 16 Sun Sicca rupees 10, 50,000, which is included inthe 

laſt eſtimate of claims upon his Excellency the Vizier, to the end of the Fuſſullee year 1191, for 
the army donation. be charged in the account current of the next month to the Nabob's debit 3s 
before; and that ſuch a proportion of the ſums monthly received on account of the aſſignments 
taken for the amount of theſe claims, as its amount bears to the wliole of that eſtimate, be monthly 
carried to the credit of the claimants, for the late Nabob Vizier's donation to the army employed 

in the Rohilla campaign; and that the Accountant General do make the entries that-will be fe- 
quired in the Honourable Company's general hooks in conſequence of this reſolution of the 
Foard, which is formed in obedience to the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors of the 
1ith April-1981, 


Ordered, That this Reſolution be communicated to the Accountant General, and to the Ac 
countant at Lucknow. e | . 1 | 


— —_—_— 


2 11 


* 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 28th February 1 784. 


Par. 17. We have the honour to acquaint you that the Honourable the Governor General lf 
the Preſidency on the 17th inſtant to proceed to Lucknow. * 


18. We beg leave to refer you to our proceedings *, for the peruſal of a letter which we have 


received from the Accountant General, accompanying an extract of the balance due 2 
Vizier to the Company to the end of January laſt, and followed by our reſolutions on the di 


* Conſultation 24th February. rencs 


— 


E 1 


rences which he has ſtated to exiſt between that eſtimate and the one formed by your late Reſident 
at Lucknow. I be Accountant General has been directed to form a complete agcount of the ba- 
lance from our reſolut ions on his ſtatement; and this will be communicated to you without delay, 
as ſoon as we receive it. 


20. We beg leave to acquaint you that Mr. Briſtow delivered over the papers of his office to 
| 63 Wombwell on the 8th inſtant, and that the Reſidency at Lucknow was withdrawn on that 


* 


— * 
. " 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, gth March, 1784. 


R EAD the following Letter from the Honourable the Governor General. 


To Edward Wheler and John Stables, Eſquires, &c, &c. &c. 


Gentlemen, 

have been honoured with your letter of the 18th inſtant, encloſing Mr. Briſtow's letter of the 
4th of October, relative to Almaſs Ally Cawn, recommending the ſubject of it to my particular 
inveſtigation, 'on my arrival in his Excelleacy the Vizier's dominions; to which I ſhall pay all 
poſible attention: in the mean time I have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you, that on the receipt of 
a letter from me, Almaſs Ally Cawn immediately repaired to Lucknow, where he quietly de- 
means himſelf, which I conſider as a preſumptive refutation of all that has been laid to his charge. 


1 have the honour to be, 
Boglepore, Gentlemen, | \_ 
28th February 1784. Your very obedient and faithful humble ſervant, 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS 


e ** lt. a. ad... tr th tt. r 


n 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from the Accountant at Lucknow. 


Sir, 5 
have the henour of your letter, encloſing an extract of the Honourable Board's proceedings 
on the 5th of laſt month, relating to a bend of the Nabob V izier to Mr. Fraſer, 


Lucknow, i I have, &c, 
19th Feb. 1784. 


J. WOMBWELL. 
Edd. Hay, Eſq. Secretary. 


- 
A tt. th * 1 . r. . 


Read the following letter, and its encloſures, from the Accountant General. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 1 
In obedience to your orders of the 24th ultimo, I have now the honour to! before you ſuch 
inſtructions as the Accountant at Lucknow will require in conſequence of the Honourable Board's 
reſolutions on my letter of that date, and thoſe which I would beg leave to recommend for his 
obſervance, in the further execution of his office at that ſtation. *Theſe are accompanied by a 
ſtatement of the ſums which the Accountant at Lucknow ſhould carry to the debit and credit of 
his Excellency the Vizier, in his account current with the, Honourable Company, for the month 
of February 1784, excluſive of thoſe which were uſually monthly included in the accounts cur- 
rent tranſmitted by the late Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


Iam concerned to be under the neceſſity of pointing out to the Honourable Board an omiſſion 
that intruded itſelf into the eſtimate of the Nabob's debt to the Honourable Company on 31ſt 
r 1783; in the fourth article of which the batta of 11 per cent. on Benaris Sicca rupees 
65,767. 6, 2, being current rupees 7, 234. 6. 7, being omitted, that article was ſtated at current 
rupees 76,792. 5. 8. inſtead of current rupees $4,020. 12. 3, and the amount of the Nabob's debt 
at that period at 71,88,071. 9. 10; but which would, but for that error (as it ſhould) have been 
ſtated at current rupees 71, 95, 306. o. 5; J have, however, corrected this miſtake in the accom- 


pan) ing ſtatement, ſo that the Accountant at Lucknow will not have any occaſion to notice it. 
OL. IV, Ii | I would 
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which he appears to have diſbanded in December 1782, and for the return of the whole, 7a 
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T would recommend to the Honourable Board to make an application to Colonel Charles Mor. 
gan for account of the ſales of the horſes which belonged to the 1ſt regiment of cava 
hibiting the caſualties that took place from the time of their leaving Futty Ghur to their being 
diſbanded, that the ſame may be delivered to the Nabob for his information. When lan 
informed of the amount which will be to be carried to his Excellency's credit on this account, 
I ſhall .immediately draw out the account current between his Excellency and the Honourable 
Company, from the commencement of the preſent year, of our accounts to that time, | 


Fort William, l have the Honour to he, &c. 
Account* General's Office, (Signed) Wm LARKINS, 
gth March 1784. Eo ' Account: General. 


INSTRUCTIONS from the Accountant General to-the Accountant at Lucknow, 


1. The accountant at Lucknow ſhould, in the accounts current of his Excellency the Vizier, 
for the month of February, debit the Nabob for the gran ea a in the accompanying 
{tatement, to and by the different heads, under which they are ſeverally ſtated, 


| 2, The Henourable Board having reſolved, that, as Company's nds, bearing an intereſt 


of 8 per cent. from 14th April 1783, have been granted in diſcharge ofjhis Excellency's bonds to 


Mr. Fraſer, that he ſhould be charged with intereſt at that rate, on current rupees 1,99,027, 13, 1 
from that day; the accountant at Lucknow ſhould monthly debit the Nabob, for the intereſt 
due on the tum which monthly. appears to remain undiſcharged of this debt, from giving an 
account thereof credit for ſuch a proportion of the ſum received by the refideat of his ſucceſſor, 
from the aſſignments taken at the commencement of the year, as the amount of this debt, which 
mould be placed to the dehit thereof, bears to the whole amount of thele aſſignments, + 


3, The accountant at Lucknow ſhould be particylarly attentive to the Honourable Board's 
reſolutions regarding the memorandums which they expect his accounts current ſhould monthly 


exhibit, reſpecting the credit to be given him for the ſale of the horſes that belonged to the iſt 


regiment of cavalry, and of the amount that will be due on his Excellency's bond to Mr. Fraſer, 
for Sicca rupees 1, 23, Oo, and ſhould keep a ſimilar monthly account of the ſtate of his Excel- 
lency's debt on that account, as J have pointed out in the preceding article. | 


4. Wh e the Honourable the Governor General ſhall have determined upon the amount which 
is monthly to be charged to his Excellency's account for the two Riſſallahs of cavalry, which, 
are to he ſtationed at Cawnpore and Futty Ghur, the accountant at Lucknow ſhould charge the 
ſame from the time on which the ſame commenced to the end of the month in which it is brought 
to account, and ſhould after that regularly monthly debit his Excellency for the ſame. | 


5. The accountant at Lucknow ſhould alſo keep a fimilar account of the army donation, as [ 
have pointed out as neceſſary to be kept of the ſum due on account of his Excellncy's bonds to 
Mr. Fraſer, in charge of which Company's bonds have been 2 and ſtate the amount which 
at tlie expiration of each month, appears to be due from his Excel lency on that account. 


6. To prevent the intruſion of errors, by the Lucknow accounts not correſponding with thoſe 
of the preſidency in the ſums charged to his Excellency's debit for the ſtipend of the Nabob Mirza 
Saudit Ally, the accountant at Lucknow ſhould monthly debit the Nabob for the ſame, in like 
manner as he debits him for the army ſubſidy, which, as the Benares Sicca rupees, in which it 
is paid are comparitively of equal value in account with the Fyzabad 16 Sun Siccas, if he re- 


gularly charges the Nabob monthly with 23,752. 15. 6. of the laſt-mentioned rupees, no differ- 
ence can in future occur. os SEN | 


7. Should any ſum have been paid on aceouut of Abdul Rehman Cawn's Riffallah in the month 
of February, the accountant ſhould charge the ſame OR debit. | | 
e for 


8. The forms by which the Lucknow accounts ha ſome time paſt been kept, affording 
every important uſefutarticle of information that can, in my opinion, be required of them, n 


adherence to theſe is all I can have to recommend, beſides an equal attention to their being tranſ- 


mitted to the preſidency with the leaſt poſſible delay, as has lately been ſhewn to them: It ma 
perhaps be neceſſary to obſerve, that the Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupees are valued in account at 
11 per cent. above Current; and that in all the expreſſions of Curtent rupees made uſe of in 


A. Ps. Decl Pts. 
theſe inſtructions this rate is alluded to; conſequently, that 90. 1. 5—297 of the former ate 
"I to one hundred of the latter, | 


* 


Fort William, (Signed) Wu L AR KEIN 8, 
Accountant Gens Office, Accot Genl : 
gth March 1784. Gs STAT 


ſ 
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Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter and account, as well as of the letter and eſtimates 
from the Accountant General, recorded in the laſt conſultation, with the Board's reſolutions 
thereon, be tranſmitted to the Governor General, with the following letter | 


Honourable Sir, a 


Vie have the honour to acknowledge our receipt of your letter of the 28th of laſt month, and 
are well pleaſed to hear that Almaſs Ally Cawn has repaired to Lucknow, and demeaned himſelf 
quietly to the Vizier's government, | 0 


We have alſo the honour to encloſe a copy of a letter which we received from the Accountant 
General on the 24th of laſt month, and of the eſtimates encloſed in it, together with an extract 

from our proceedings on that day, N 1, 2, 3, 4, in conſequence of which the Accountant Ge- 
neral has addreſſed us in the accompanying letter, No 5, and laid before us the Vizier's account 

with the Company, and the inſtructions which he propoſes for Mr. Wombwell, and to which we 

agreed, No 6, 7; our. reſolutions on theſe laſt papers attend you, No 8, | 


Fort William, 
Secret Departm!, : We have the honour to be, &c. 
gth March, 1784. | 


| Ordered, That the Accountant at Lucknow do debit and credit his Excellency the Vizier in 
his Excellency's account current for the month of February 1784, for the ſums included in the 
Accountant General's ſtatement delivered in this day; that a copy of the Accountant General's. 
letter be alſo ſent to him, and that he be directed to conform to the inſtructions propoſed by the 
Accountant General for has guidance. nb) 3 | 65 | 


* 0 * — 
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EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 15th March 198 


Par. 19. We beg leave to refer you to our proceedings“ for a ſtatement of the ſums which the 
Accountant at Lucknow ſhould carry to the debit and credit of his Excellency the Vizier, in his 
account current with the Honourable Company for the month of February 1784, excluſive of 
thoſe which were uſually monthly included in the. account current tranſmitted by the late Re- 
ſident at the Vizier's court, and fer a copy of the Accountant Generals letter on this ſubject. 


20. We have tranſmitted a copy of theſe papers, and of our reſolutions on them, as well as 
on thoſe entered on our proceedings of 24th ult?, to the Honourable the Governor General. 


21. We have the ſatisfaction to acquaint your Honoutable Court with our having been ad- 
viſe] by the Governor General, that Almaſs Ally Cawn, whoſe conduct had given ſuſpicions of 
his good mtentions towards his Excellency the Vizier, had in conſequence of the receipt of a let- 
ter from the Governor General repaired immediately to Lucknow, where he quietly demeans 
himſelf to the Vizier's government. | 


2 -- 


. Conſultation 11th May 1784. 

Lucknow, 21ſt April 1784. 

To Edward Wheeler, Eſquite, &c. &c. x — 
I Gentlemen, | | | 
: 2 the pleaſure to acquaint you, that I have received from the Nabob Vizier two bills of 
= ange, drawn by Buckurauge and Beroondoſs, on the houſe of Caſhmeeri Mull and Coſſi- 
a ub in Calcutta, for two lacks and fifty thouſand rupees each, payable to your order; the one 
ty-one days, and the other in eighty-one days after date; and I have ſent them to the Ac- 


OS. as the proper official channel through which they ſhould paſs, with directions to him 
aaſmit them by this day's dauk to the Board. - 8 


Theſe 


* Conſultation, 9 March, 
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YT would recommend to the Honourable Board to make an application to Colonel Charles Mor. 


gan for account of the ſales of the horſes which belonged to the iſt regiment of cavalry 
which he appears to have diſbanded in December 1782, and for the return of the whole, ex. 
Hibiting the caſualties that took place from the time of their leaving Futty Ghur to their bein 
diſbanded, that the ſame may be delivered to the Nabob for his information. When Lan 
informed of the amount which will be to be carried to his Excellency's credit on this account 
I ſhall immediately draw out the account current between his Excellency and the Honourable 
Company, from the commencement of the preſent year, of our accounts to that time. 895 


Fort William, lh have the Honour to he, &c. 
Account* General's Office, (Signed) WM LARKINS, 
gth March 1784. | Account: Genera], 


7 NSTRUCTI ONS from the Accountant General to the Accountant at Lucknow. 


1. The accountant at Lucknow ſhould, in the accounts current of his Excellency the Vizier, 
for the month of February, debit the Nabob for the ſuing contained in the accompanying 
{tatement, to and by the different heads, under which they are Teverally ſtated, | 


2. The Honourable Board having reſolved, that, as Company's Bynds, bearing an intereſt 
of 8 per cent. from 14th April 1783, have been granted in diſcharge of ſhis Excellency's bonds to 
Mr. Fraſer, that he ſhould be charged with intereſt at that rate, on current rupees 1, 99,02. 13. 1 

from that day; the accountant at Lucknow ſhould e debit the Nabob, for the intereſt 
due on the ſum which monthly appears to remain undiſcharged of this debt, from giving an 
account thereof credit for ſuch a proportion of the ſum received by the reſident of his ſucceſſor, 
from the aſſignments taken at the commencement of the year, as the amount of this debt, which 
thou!d be placed to the dehit thereof, bears to the whole amount of theſe aſſignments, + 


3. The accountant at Lucknow ſhould be particularly attentive to the Honourable Board's 
reſolutions regarding the memorandums which they expect his accounts current ſhould monthl 
exhibit, reſpecting the, credit to be given him for the ſale of the horſes that belonged to the it 
regiment of cavalry, and of the amount that will be due on his Excellency's bond to Mr. Fraſer, 
for Sicca rupees 1, 23, 00, and ſhould keep a ſimilar monthly account of the ſtate of his Excel- 

lency's debt on that account, as J have pointed out in the preceding article, | b 


4. Wh e the Honourable the Governor General ſhall have determined upon the amount which 


is monthly to be charged to his Excellency's account for the two Riſſallahs of cavalry, which 


are to be ſtationed at Cawnpore and Futty Ghur, the accountant at Lucknow ſhould charge the 
ſame from the time on which the ſame commenced to the end of the month in which it is brought 
to account, and ſhould after that regularly monthly debit his Excellency for the ſame, | 


: The accountant at Lucknow ſhould alſo keep a fimilar account of the army. donation, as [ 
have pointed out as neceſſary to be kept of the ſum due on account of his Excellncy's bonds to 


Mr. Fraſer, in charge of which Company's bonds have been e and ſtate the amount which 


at the expiration of each month, appears to be due from his Excellency on that account. 


6. To prevent the intruſion of errors, by the Lucknow accounts not correſponding with thoſe 
of the preſidency in the ſums charged ito his Excellency's debit for the ſtipend of the Nabob Mirza 
Saudit Ally, the accountant at Lucknow ſhould monthly debit the Nabob for the ſame, in like 
manner as he debits him for the army ſubſidy, which, as the Benares Sicca rupees, in which it 
is paid are comparitively of equal value in account with the Fyzabad 16 Sun Siccas, if he re- 
gularly charges the Nabob monthly with 23,752. 15. 6. of the laſt-mentioned rupees, no differ- 


ence can in future occur. 


7. Should any ſum have been paid on accouut of Abdul Rehman Cawn's Riſſallah in the month 


of February, the accountant ſhould charge the ſame to the Nabob's debit. 


8. The forms'by which the Lucknow accounts have for ſome time paſt been kept, affording 


every important uſefub article of information that can, in my opinion, be required of them, an 
adherence to theſe is all I can have to recommend, beſides an equal attention to their being tranſ- 


mitted to the preſidency with the leaſt poſſible delay, as has lately been ſhewn to them: It ma 


perhaps be neceſſary to obſerve, that the Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupees are valued in account at 


11 per cent. above Current; and that in all the expreſſions of Curtent rupees made uſe of in 
A. Ps. Decl Pts. 


r. 


theſe inſtructions this rate is 8 to; conſequently, that 90. 1. 5—297 of the former are 


equal to one hundred of the lat 


Fort William, (Signed) WM L ARK INS, 0 
Accountant Gen!'s Office, | Acco Genl, TE 
gth March 1784. 1 STA 
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Ordered, That a _ the foregoing letter and account, as well as of the letter and eſtimates 
' from the Accountant General, recorded in the laſt conſultation, with the Board's reſolutions 
thercon, be tranſmitted to the Governor General, with the following letter | 


Honourable Sir, 


x 


Vie have the honour to acknowledge our receipt of your letter of the 28th of Jaſt month, and 


are well pleaſed to hear that Almaſs Ally Cawn has repaired to Lucknow, and demeaned himſelf 
quietly to the Vizier's government, | Fo : 


We have alſo the honour to encloſe a copy of a letter which we received from the Accountant 
General on the 24th of laſt month, and of the eſtimates encloſed in it, together with an extract 
from our proceedings on that day, N? 1, 2, 3, 4, in conſequence of which the Accountant Ge- 
neral has addreſſed us in the accompanying letter, No 5, and laid before us the Vizier's account 
with the Company, and the inſtructions which he propoſes for Mr. Wombwell, and to which we 
have agreed, No 6, 7; our. reſolutions on theſe laſt papers attend you, No 8. | 


Fort William, ne! 
Secret Departm*, We have the honour to be, &c. 
gth March, 1784. | 


Ordered, That the Accountant at Lucknow do debit and credit his Excellency the Vizier in 
his Excellency's account current for the month of February 1784, for the ſums included in the 
Accountant General's ſtatement delivered in this day ; that a copy of the Accountant General's. 


letter be alſo ſent to him, and that he be directed to conform to the inſtructions propoſed by the 
Accountant General for his guidance. = q 


— — e 


EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 15th March 1784. 


Par. 19. We beg leave to refer you to our proceedings“ for a ſtatement of the ſums which the 
Accountant at Lucknow ſhould carry to the debit and credit of his Excellency the Vizier, in his 
account current with the Honourable Company for the month of February 1784, excluſive of 
thoſe which were uſually monthly included in the. account current tranſmitted by the late Re- 
iident at the Vizier's court, and fer a copy of the Accountant Generals letter on this ſubject. 


20. We have tranſmitted a copy of theſe papers, and of our reſolutions on them, as well as 
on thoſe entered on our proceedings of 24th ult?, to the Honourable the Governor General. 


21. We have the ſatisfaction to acquaint your Honoutable Court with our having been ad- 
viſe] by the Governor General, that Almaſs Ally Cawn, whoſe conduct had given ſuſpicions of 
his gobd intentions towards his Excellency the Vizier, had in conſequence of the receipt of a let- 


ter trom the Governor General repaired immediately to Lucknow, where he quietly demeans 
himſelf to the Vizier's government. | 


» = 


th. 


Conſultation 11th May 1784. 


— Lucknow, 21ſt April 1784. 
To Edward Wheeler, Eſquite, &c. &. : 
Gentlemen, T | 


Have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that I have receiyed from the Nabob Vizier two bills of 

gs drawn by Buckurauge and Beroondoſs, on the houſe of Caſhmeeri Mull and Coſſi- 

ug in Calcutta, for two lacks and fifty thouſand rupees each, 2 to your order; the one 

Dn ty-one days, and the other in eighty-one days after date; and I have ſeat them to the Ac- 

on, as the proper official channel through which they ſhould paſs, with directions to him 
tranſmit them by this day's dauk to the Board. | 


pi A ET TO REED . . © © oa 


* Conſultation, 9 March, 


( 128) . 


Theſe bills make à part of thirteen lacks, which Almaſs Ally Cawn has agreed to pay to hi; 
after in the preſent emergency, for the purpoſe of aiding him, and relieving the Company, _ 


The acting miniſter has informed me, that he has a further ſam of eight lacks ready, which 
Mall alſo deliver to the Accountant, with orders to pay it to you; and theſe, with the former 
ſums, amounting all together to thirteen lacks, will be carried by him, in his official accounts, 
to the credit of the Nabob Vizier. = For | 


The exchange of ths bills I have ſettled at 5z per cent. at which I mean to fix it, as the trus 
and juſt ſtandard at which it ought to be rated, and which it ſhould never exceed. The former 
exchanges upon bills drawn at this place, I cannot revert to without expreſſing my aſtoniſhibent 

at them, At the time of Meſſrs. Middleton and Johnſon they were from 19 to 20 per cent, and 
they were afterwards reduced by Mr. Briſtow (if I recollect right) to 16 per cent, 


I eſire your inſtructions with reſpect to the reſt, and what more I may have to receive; and 
requeſt, if you ſhould have occaſion to draw upon your treaſury here, that the rate of exchange 
may not be more than 51 per cent.; and Learneſtly recommend it to you, that if your other calls 
are not of fo urgent a nature as to render it impoſſible, you will appropriate this remittance, to- 

_ gether with what remains of the 1 3 lacks advanced by Almaſs Ally Cawn, as the firſt inſtitution 
of a fund for the payment of the intereſt of your bonds, which had ſuffered ſomething in their cre- 
dit, and of courſe in their value, by the ſuſpenſion of payment of the intereſt but a few months 
before my departure from Calcutta. Unleſs that debt has been ſince augmented, this ſupply will 
be more chan ſufficient for the payment of the intereſt for one complete year to come. | 


— I expect in a few days to receive five lacks from Fyzoola Cawn, and other payments will fol- 
low, as the collections are able to furniſh them, in which, however, I mean not to urge the mi- 
niſter to any acts of precipitation, as in the preſent calamitous ſlate of the country it requires to 
be managed with a gentle hand, | 


The period of the — rains, which I am patiently waiting for, will determine how far I 
may venture to promiſe, It there ſhould be another drought ſimilar to that which we have already 
experienced, it is not in the power of human wiſdom to deviſe means for ſaving the country; but 
as it is not in the courſe of things that we ſhould be again afflicted with ſuch a dreadful misfortune, 
I have every fteaſon to believe that I ſhall anſwer, in every reſpect, the complete ends of my de- 
putation. 45 a | | „ 


I have the honour, xc. 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 
| P. 8. The acting tninifler has delivered to me the l account of other ſums advanced by | 


the Nabob Vizier to the Company ſince the 31ſt January laſt, which I ſend merely for your ſa- 
tisfaction, as they yet want ajuſtment. * 


By Bukerage 725 * — __ 477,000 
unſaram —— — — — 2,00, 00 
. Bukeraje Surat, bill — — — 4,00, ooo 
| Almaſs Ally Cawn — _ _ 8,00, p 
| Bills to Mr. Orr — — — 2, OO, O00 
| Furruckabad aſſignment — — — 1,00,000 
| i | | Lucknow Siccas 19, 77,000 
A true Copy. | 
E. Hay, : 
* Secy. 
Lucknow, 22d April 1784 
Edward Wheeler, Eſquire, &c, Council, Fort William. | 
Gentlemen, : 


Mr. Wotnbwell this day addreſſed a letter to me, repreſenting that the troops at Chunar being 


220, 00 rupees in arrears, and the Paymaſter of that tation having made repeated * 
e 7 


"tt 


- 


1 85 


tion, without eRect, to the Reſident at Benares, he therefore deſired my permiſſion to make the 
neceſſary fupplies from this treaſury; to which I aſſented, and gave him an authority in writing 
for that purpoſe. ; 


As my inſtructions (though they may admit the general conſtruction of a power to order the 
diſpoſition of the money which may be unemployed in the Company's treaſury at this place) do 
not ſpecifically expreſs it; and as it is very neceſſary that I ſhould poſſeſs it, for the purpoſe of 
affording early relief to the different military ſtations of theſe provinces, by payment of mone 


which would otherwiſe be unemployed, I requeſt that you will grant me an expreſs authority fox 
that purpoſe, | WI 


 T have the bonour $0 be, fee, 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


A'true Copy. 
E. Hay, 
Secx. a 
The Board approve of the relief afforded by the Governor General to the troops at Chunar; and 
with reſpect to the powers which the Governor General deſires, they are of opinion, that as the 


vants of caſh at the Preſidency are very urgent, every ſupply which the Governor can procure 
| ſhould be ſent immediately to Calcutta, 


—_—— — — — tt «4 — 


— — — 
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Oy ; 2 
EXTRACT of a Lotter from the Governor General to the Court of Directors; dated 
Lucknow, 16 June 1784. 


The miniſtersof the Vizier have for ſome time paſt been diligently employed in regulating the 
affairs of his government: It has been their grand object to retrench all expences which have pro- 
ceeded from inattention or profuſion, and to ſuch eſtabliſhments as are neceſſary, either for the 
ſupport of his dignity, for the collection of the revenues, or for preſerving the peace of the coun- 
try; they have regulated the ſeveral departments of government, by making ſeparate and diſtin 
arrangements for the collection of the revenues, the controul of the houſehold expences, the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, and the command and payment of the forces: And they are now em- 
ployed in making the ſettlements with the farmers and officers of the revenue, for the year which 
is faſt approaching; when this laſt work is finiſhed, it will be in our yu to fix the proportions 
of the Vizier's reſources, which are to he applied to the expences of his government and houſe- 
hold, and to the payment of his debt to the Company. 


All the arrangements have been undertaken by the Vizier and his miniſters at my ſuggeſtion, but 
they have been proſecuted almoſt entirely without my participation the neceſſity of them was 
obvious; and though the reduction of expences is in every ſtate an arduous and diſagreeable raſk,- 
yet the Vizier and his miniſters have proceeded in it with a degree of alacrity which has exceeded 
my expeCtations, All that has been neceſſary for me to do has been to point out general plans, 
and to ſupport the miniſters by my preſence in carrying them into execution, but without inter- 
fering myſelf in the detail. The productive ſeaſons of the year being paſt, there is little revenue 


now drawn from the provinces, except what is collected from the Aumils in ſettling their ac- 
counts. | | | | | 


It will not therefore be in my power to add much to the liſt of ſums received from the Vizier in 
liquidation of his debt, until the commencement of the new year, when the-revenues ariſing from 
the Khureif harveſt will begin to come in. 7 | | 


Some ſhowers of rain have lately fallen, butithe ſeaſon of cultivation is not ſufficiently advanced 

to enable me to form any preſage regarding the future harveſt, In the mean time, it is with the 

utmoſt concern that I inform you, that the effects of the extraordinary drought which has pre- 

valed for two years paſt, are now felt in a very ſevere degree in the upper part of Hindoſtan. 

This province, although it has z = 00g than thoſe which are ſituated ſtill more to the weſt- 
fl 


ward, has already. felt the fatal influence of the general calamity, both in the loſs-of its population 
and the diminution of its revenue. ä | 


It will be perhaps (liient is inform you'that barley and nukoot, which form the chief articles 
of the ſuſtenance of the loweſt inhabitants of this part of India, ſell at preſent at the rate of 15 


4 
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the Board at Fort William, I lately ſent from this place a remittance of five lacks of Surat rupees 


exigencies, which by the lateſt intelligence from thence ſeem to have been very preſſing. 


conſultations have, at times, been held on the ſubject of differences which had taken place 
your General Books, and as it was ſtated by the Vizier and the Reſident, 


—  Vizier therefore now correſpond with your General Books, and I have given ſuch inſtructions 


ol the enſuing year, + 


EW 


Tecrs,: though in moderate ſeaſons the average price of them is about a maund and ' half the 
rupee; in the ſame proportion wheat, and all the other kinds of grain have riſen ia their price, 


Under ſuch cixcumſtances, the Vizier's miniſters have thought it abſolutely neceſſary to allo 
conſiderable reductions in the revenues of the preſerit year; and for this I have been obliged to 
give my concurrence, although in fo doing I admitted a proportionable diminution of thoſe re- 
ſources from which the Company's claims on his Excellency muit be realized: but as this dimi- 
nution is merely of a temporary nature, I flatter myſelf it will not affect the expectations which 
I have given you for the enſuing ſeaſon, Indeed, if the ſeaſon of the approaching rains ſhould 
prove favourable, I aſſure you that they will be fulfilled, 37 


In the arrangements which arg now taking place in the internal adminiſtration of the Vizier's 
dominions, I had equally in view the improvement of his finances, and the ſolidity and ſecurity 
of his government; and, conſidered in this laſt point of view, their effects, though they may not 
be fo immediately apparent, will prove of the utmoſt conſequence to the permanency and tran- 
quility-of our own provinces; for while we are at peace with the powers of Europe, itis only in 
this quarter that your poſſeſſions and the government of Bengal are vulnerable. 


Had this country continued in the ſtate in which I found it, ſubject to a divided government, 
regulated by no fixed ſyſtem, and with its rulers and officers in a ſtate of mutual diſtruſt, the 
fl ighteſt ſhock from a foreign hand, or even an accidental internal commotion, might have thrown 
the whole into conſuſion, and produced the moſt fatal conſequences—happily we have found time 
to remedy this evil. The province enjoys at preſent a ſtate of complete repoſe -I have no im- 
mediate apprehenſions of its being diſturbed by the deſigns of any of the neighbouring powers, 


I have the pleaſure to inform you that, in conſequence of permiſſion which I obtained from 


to the Governor and Council of Bombay. This will prove a ſeaſonab'e relief to their preſent 


It will be a ſatisfaction to you, to know that the brigade at Cawnpore, the detathment com- 
manded by Colonel vir 2 Cummings at Futtygur, and the milicary ſtation at Chunar, are 
completely paid up to the preſent time. The long arrears alſo of the detachment lately arrived 
from Surat have been diſcharged from this treaſury, This has given effect to the orders for the 
reduction of that detachment, and to the extraordinary and heavy expence attending it. 


7 os FE - ö . 
Lou will have obſerved, from the records tranſmitted to you from Fort William, that ſeveral 


in the account current betwixt the Vizier and the Honourable Company, as it appeared in 


Many of theſe differences originated ſome years ago, and they have gradually accumulated, 
till they at length amounted to a very conſiderable ſum. 01 | oper 


An accurate ſtatement of the ſeveral articles, with full and clear expoſitions, being drawn 
out by your Accountant General, was ſoon after my arrival here tranſmitted to me by the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council, with their own opinions and reſolutions on each, and the object has 
accordingly employed a conſiderable {hare of my attention. 


— 


I have now the pleaſure to inform you, that the Vizier and his miniſters, on receiving a ſatis* 
factory explanation of each arti le, have agreed to a complete adjuſtment ; and to obviate the 
poſſibility of further diſputes, the Vizier and myſelf have agreed to affix our reſpective 8 
to an account current brought up to the laſt day of May; in which is inſerted, to the Viziers 
debt, the ſum of rupees 19,00,441. 1t. 5, being the amount of differences ſtated by your 
Accomptant General, in conformity to the reſolutions of the Board. The accounts of the 


to Mr. Wombwell, the Accountant of this place, as will, I hope, prevent their ever differing 
materially again. A 

By adding this ſum to the balance formerly admitted by the Vizier, I have in fact ſubſtan- 
tiated a conſiderable claim, which if left much longer i: its former ſtate might have only proved 
a cauſe of diſputes, At the ſame time I think it neceſſary to remark, that by thus increaling 
the Naboh's balance, I have made a proportionate addition to the difficulty of the work whic 
am now engaged in, of ſecuring the liquidation of his Excellency's debt to you from the reſources 


EXTRACT 
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EXTR ACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 224 June, 1784. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from the Accountant at Lucknow. 
2s * 2 ' » 
. Sir, 


beg you will acquaint the Honourable Board, that the Vizier's miniſters have conſented to the 
accounts as ſtated by the Accountant General; and J hope to be able, in three or four days, to 
tranſmit to the Honourable Board the accounts completed to the 31ſt of May; I have only waited 
for the miniſter's conſent to the ſtatement of the differences, to forward the accounts. 


Lucknow, I have the honour, &c. | 
zih June 1784. | (Signed) J. WOMBWELL, Accs - 
2 . , | 


EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal; dated sth July 1784 


Para. 27. The Governor General, in a letter dated the 21ſt of April, adviſed us that he had 


ordered two bills: of exchange, for rupees 2, go, ooo each, to be remitted to us, the one payable in 51 
days, and the other in 81 days after date. He informed us that they were in the part of the ſum of 
thirteen lacks which Almaſs Ally Catvn had agreed to pay to his maſter, in the preſent emergency, 
for the purpoſe of aiding him, and relieving the Company, Theſe bills were drawn at the Ex- 
change of five and a half per cent; and the Governor General acquainted us, that he meant to fix 
the exchange at that rate in future, exprefling at the ſame time his aſtoniſhment at the former 
exchanges upon bills drawn from Lucknow, which were, at the time of Meſſrs. Middleton and 
John{on, from 19 to 20 per cent, and reduced by Mr. Briſtow to 16 per cent. The Goverfior 
General alſo recommended that the ſum which he had remitted ſhould be appropriated to the 
diſcharge of the intereſt due on the Company's bonds. By a report from the Accountant General 
we learnt that the amount then due on this account was current rupees 4, 54,7 85. 14. 5. 


28. In a letter under date the 22d of April, the Governor General acquainted us that he had 
permitted the Paymaſter to appropriate the ſum of rupees 2, 20, ooo to the diſcharge of arrears due 
to the troops at Chunar; and requeſted our authority for the diſpoſal of the caſh in the treaſury 


at Lucknow, 


73. The Goyernor General tranſmitted to us, under date the 14th of June, the circumſtances 
of a claim which his Excellency the V izier had 06. Fn Beg, late Aumil of Illahabad, who 
had come down with Mr, Briſtow to Calcutta, We communicated them to Jemael Beg, and 
required his reply. | 


16. Your Accountant at Lucknow has informed us, uhder date the 5th June, that the Vizier's 


miniſters had conſented to the accounts between his Excellency and the Company, as ſtated by 


the Accountant General, and communicated to your Honourable Court on the 1 5th March. 


— —— Q—Pͥd Er 


| | 4 
Corf. 6th July 1784. 
Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 


* 


1 have the honour to tranſmit to you ſundry accounts, a liſt of which 1 encloſe, and a copy of 
a letter I have this day received from the Honourable the Governor General, I am to requeſt 
that you will lay. theſe papers before the Honourable Board, The Honouzable the Governor 
General will make known to the Board the cauſe of the delay. 


I am, with reſpect, 
Lucknow, 6 Sir, | | 
211t of June 1984, Your moſt obedient, - 
| | and moſt humble ſervant, 


(Signed) J. WOMBWELL 


A true Copy. 
E, Hay, 


Seer, | STATEMENT 
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STATEMENT of Sums carried to the Debit of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier in 
of February 1784, by the Honourable Board's orders of the gth March 1784. 


the month 


—vyL„-ꝛ—V * _ 


The actual expence of the troops employed 
for the defence of his Excellency's domi- 
nions, ſituated beyond the Line of Gua- 
rantee, from the 3oth of April 1781 to 
the time of their being withdrawn, in- 
cluding the expenditure of military ſtores, 
amounted to IE 


Deduct. 
His Excellency has been debited by the Re- 
ſident, on this account, as follows: 

For ſundry advances made to the Paymaſters 
of thoſe troops in 1781-2, = —— 
On bringing to account the differences ſub- 
ſiſting between the general books and the 
account of his office, the 1ſt of Septem- 
e WS - 


16,26,498 


1448, 515 


| 


— 


4 
3%16,692 o 5 


| 


1 


—_ ._— 


I rom which is to be deducted the amount 


credited his Excellency for ſums received 
back from the Paymaſters in April and 


July 1782 - - 


30,7 5,013 


2523,205 


The actual expence of Abdul Rheman Cawn's 
Ruſſalah, from the 3oth April 1781 to iſt 
May 1782, was — - - 

His Excellency's proportion of the loſs of 
exchange upon the whole of the expence 
of the corps to the iſt May 1782, is 


321,093 


1, 17,249 


The eſtimated expence of the corps, from 
the 3oth April 1782 to 1ſt May 1783, to 
which time they were paid up by Colonel 
Charles Morgan; but as no accounts have 
been received from the Paymaſter to the 
detachment, of the ſum aQtually paid, it 
is eſtimated at CtR 3, 15,406 3 © 
Eſtimated loſs of ex- 
change 


4 


30,702 10 2 


3,460,108 13 2, or 


4,38, 342 


35 11,809 


ra © 


—— 


Www 
. Eo 


"To which is to be added the amount ſhort 
debited his Excellency, on account of the 
expence of the corps to the 30th April, 
1781, on bringing to account the diffe- 


7,50,151 15 6 


5 f rences between the general books and the | 
+ Refident's accounts the 1ſt September, | 
1782 - 8 | 0,293 3 17 
The Reſident omitted to charge the Nabob 
for the money he paid to Abdul Rheman 
Cawn, in 1190 = - 1500, ooo 
1191 - 15 es 955000 N 
Dean — 0,00 v 0 | 
eaguct, 2 
His Excellency has been debited, in 1188 - 3, 30, 00 o © ö 9 
in 1190 -| 3500, 00 o o 
— 6, 30, 8 “wĩ0 © © 
Carried over Fyzd 16th Sn $a Rs — 


— 


164,883 14 5 


325,425 55 


499,308 14 10 


Amount brought over — 


Mirza Saudet Ally's ſtipend. 


Mirza Saudet Ally has been paid by the Ho- 
nourable Company as follows: | 


In 1778. 

1779-00 
1780-81 
1781-82 
1 
1783 to 1ſt March 1784 
3 | | 


„ 


| 


— 4 


7 of Wo 


Error in calculating the amount paid by 


the Reſident at Benares, in 1779-80 and 


1780-81, at 4 wrong battaa 


His Excellency has been debited by the Reſi- 
dent on this account, in the year 1187 - 
1188 
1189 - 
1190 - 
On bringing to account the difference be- 
tween the general books and the Reſident' 
accounts, the it September 1782. 


payments made to Rajah Govind Ram. | 


His Excellency has not been debited for the 
payments made to Rajah Govind Ram by 
the Governor General in 1781-2 - 

| 1782-3 - 


Mr. James Fraſer's Bond. 3 


The Nabob has not been debited with hi 
bond to Mr. Fraſer, which the Honourabl 
Board, on the 14th April 1783, ordered t 
beliquidated by Company's bonds, bearin 
intereſt 8 per cent, per annum. 

Bond Lw Sa Rs 1,89,305. 15; or 
Intereſt from the 13th April 1783 t 


1{t March 1784, 10 months and 


17 days, at 8 per cent. — 


Short debited his Excellency on bringing to 
account the differences ſubſiſting between 
the general books, and the Reſident's ac- 
counts, the 1ſt September 1782. | 


Army donation, 


The Honourable Board, by their orders of the 
24th February 1784, direct that the late 
Nabob Vizier's donation to the army 
"_—_ be carried to his Excellency's de- 


Vor. IV. 


Carried ay Fyzd 16th Sn Sa Rs 
| l 


| ! 
| 4. 
572 7 x * 
2,73 7 | 
2 085808 9 
| 2;385,035 11 1c 1 
2,85, 35 10 | 
2,01,288 10 - 
os | 
vo 1 955 
97932 6 ] | 
= 2 
| 2,84,149 12 © 5 + 
3,00, 000 8 | | ; 
3,00,000 © 
3,00,000 © © | 
x | 
2,160,514 8 1 | 
DTT 14,00, 664 4 6 
4 1 28 1,70, 11 10 8 
B+ — ＋ | 
> [ 
. 44] 
a—_ —_ 35135 2 2 
_—_ ms 3,135 2 2 
1 6,270 4 4 
| { 
| 
8 
_— IP 1,79,304 5. 5 
TY rs 12,630 15 9 | 
I,91,935 5 2 
_ I mw * © 10 © 
| | 
— — — — 110, co, ooo o © 
— 19,09, 226 13 0 


mount 


* 


Amount brought over — 


Deduct. 
The amount of horſe ſtoppages, made o 
account of the Nabob, in the year 1781 


The amount of 903 horſes in the 2d and 3d 
regiments of cayalry, on the 3d Decembe 
1781, when the Honourable d agreed 
to take them from his Excellency at 


Sa Ri 250 ea. — — 


— „ b 13 = 


/ 


98,086 — — 


2,25,750 Cy — 


On bringing to account the differences be- 
tween the general books and the reſident's 
accounts, the 1ſt September 1982, his 
Excellency on this account was only 


Amount carried to his Excellency's debit in February 1784, Fyz4 16th $" Sa Re 19,00, 441 11 F 


E. Hay, 
Secy. 


| — ö 8,785 t 7 


Lucknow, 1ſt June 1784. 


Errors excepted, | | 
(Signed) J. WOMBWELL 
Acct, 


By Fort William Dl Sams. 
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COPY of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General to Mr, John Wombwell, Ad. 
countant at Lucknow; dated 20th June 1784. 


The Nabob Vizier having finally agreed to the adjuſtments in the account current betwixt 
him and the Honourable Company, as ſlated by Mr, Larkins, the Accountant General, I have 


now the pleaſure to ſend you an amended account current, brought up to the 31ſt May, under the 


ſeal of his Excellency, which I defire you will depoſit amongſt the records of your department, 


5 


of the Vizier's government. 


I have alſo aſfixed my ſignature to a ſimilar account, which will be depoſited amongſt the records 


* 


I muſt particularly recommend to you to prevent, as far as may be in your power, any dif. 
ferences ariſing betwixt the accounts of the Company and thoſe of his Excellency in future; for 
this purpoſe I defire that you will monthly adjuſt your accounts with thoſe kept by the Viziers 
officers, mutually interchanging them, with your ſignature afhxed to that delivered by you, and 
the ſeal of the acting miniſter to the other. | 


A true Copy. | | 
(Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
Acct, 
A true Copy. 
E. Hay, 
Secy. 
— — — 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 1 3th Tuly 1784. 
The following report having been delivered by the Accountant'General, on the accounts lately 
received from Lucknow, it was circulated, and the opinions of the members of the Board, as en- 
tered after it, was delivered on the queſtions, and ſubmitted in the report, 


The Accountant General having lately received from the ſecretary the Lucknow accounts, with 


the order to inveſtigate and report on them, delivers in the following report accordingly. 


_ 


— 


The Accomptant General having lately received from the ſecretary the Lucknow accounts, 
with orders to inveſtigate and report on them, delivers in the follòwing report accordingly. 


ACCOMPTANT GENERALS REPORT upon the Lucknow Accounts, from 
| | 31ſt January to 1ſt June 1784, 1 


When the Governor General left the Preſidency, the accounts current of 
the Nabob's debt had been received from the late Reſident at his court 


to 1ſt February 1784. By theſe the Nabob was indebted to the Com- Owde Siccas. 
pany in the ſum of — — - - — — 13 11 
But the Reſident not having adjuſted the Nabob's account eurrent with the 2 
| Accomptant General from the goth April 1782, had not brought to ac- 
count ſeveral ſums for which the Nabob ſhould have been charged, which 3 | 
have been fince admitted by him, amounting to " - 19,00, 441 11 5 
Corrected amount of the Nabob's debt on 1ſt February 1784 - 73,092,007 9. 4 
The growing claims upon the Nabob between the 31ſt January, and iſt June | | 
1784, amounted to 5 - 8 109,48,845 14 6 


925,5 l 453 7 10 


The Governor General having received from the Nabob, between 31ſt Ja- 5 


nuary and 11t June 1784 — — 1 40, o), ba 


The balance due from his Excellency to the Honourable Company | 2 
On Iſt June 1784, Was : 115 My 52,43,801 So 


- | 8 — a The 


1 145 ] 


The Governor General haviig received from the Nabob between ziſt Ja- | 


nuary and 1ſt June 17864 — = 40, o), 502 1 10 
And having diſburſed the following ſums on the under- mentioned accounts: 93 5 
Advances to the army - _ 24,499,479 15 2 
Remittances to the Preſidency - 499,630 0 3 
Charges at Lucknow - - 34,492 8 © 
Advances on account of the inveſtment to Mr. Scott 2;32,055 10 5 
Advances on account of the Nahob 4 1, 50,657 8 © 
Advances on account of durbar charges - 94,716 9 6 
ö — | 3511,032 3 4 
Remains balance in the Lucknow treaſury on the 1ſt June 1784 | 496,529 14 6 
Fort William, | | 
Accomptant General's Office, Errors excepted. | 
6th July 1784. | (Signed) WM LARKINS, 


Acct Gen!, 


The Accomptant General begs Ieave to obſerve to the Board, that the Accomptant to the 
Lucknow ſtation has adjuſted his account current of the Nabob's debt to the Company with the ut- 
moſt circumſpection, which has led him to diſcover ſome errors that had intruded themſelves into 
the ſtatement which the Accomptant General had the honour to lay before the Board on the gth 
of March, of theſe the Accomptant General will take proper notice; he has however to obſerve, 
that no ſum appears yet to have been 1 to the Nabob's debit for the expence of the two riſ- 
ſallahs of horſe, which returned with the Bombay detachment, one of which is ſtationed at Cawn- 
pore, the other at Futty Ghur ; this, it may be preſumed, has not taken place, from the Governor 
General's not having, at that time, agreed with the Nabob upon the monthly ſum with which his 
Excellency ſhould be charged for the expence of theſe troops, which are ſtationed for the defence 
of lis dominions, from their crofling the Jumma. It may be neceſſary to ſuggeſt this circum- 
| fiance to the Honourable the Governor General, leſt it ſhould eſcap2 his attention. The Ac- 
comptant General has alſo to requeſt the Honourable Board's determination on the following queſ- 
tion, which ſhould be communicated to the Honourable the Governor General, that his Excel- 
lency may be informed of the ſame; and to the Accomptant at Lucknow, that he may make the 
entry required thereof in the V izier's account current. 


Whether, as the Honourable Board were pleaſed to reſolve, on 24th June 1782, that the 
Vizier ſhould be credited for half the amount of the coſt of the horſes withdrawn from his ſervice,, 
he may credit the Vizier at the ſame rate for the 524 horſes which were charged for as preſent 
by the account of the diſburſements of the Paymaſter to the late Bombay detachment, for the firſt 
month after that detachment was formed, which it may be preſumed was the number that were 


wy from the temporary brigade on this ſervice, theſe horſes then being the property of the 


i (Signed) WM LARKINS, 
Fort William, ___- Acct Gen. 
Accomptant General's Office, | 


8h July 1784. 


A true Copy. 
E. Hay, | 
Secu. * 


— — — 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations 13th Fuly 1784. 


In circulation, 


a ſecretary having this day received from the Accomptant General his promiſed report on 
Vas Vizier's account lately tranſmitted by Mr. Wombyell, the orders of the Members 
0 | 2 


OL IV, of 


1 5 } \ 


of the Board are requeſted on the queſtion ſubmitted by the Accomptant General in the-laſt pan 


A. it. 1 * z | F 
Secret Department, 2252 (Signed) E. H AV, ++ #46, 
gth July 1784. i . e 


Lam of opinion that the Vizier may be-credited for half the amount of che coſt of horfes wil 
drawn from. his ſervice, viz. 524 horſes, 
1 | (Signed) E. W. 


* 


*% Lk © 
4 3 


- * SF © . . 
* 0 - * * 1 G# 4 . © + s 
—— —2—ä—ü — — . * 
—_ — 


Ido not perfectly underſtand the queſtion, in the manner in which it is ſtated by the Accompt- 
ant General, The former reſolutions or orders of the Board on the ſuhject of theſe horſes ſhould 
be brought before us, and then the whole might he tranſmitted to the Governor General, to ſettle 
with the V izier, after hearing the arguments or objections of his miniſters, 


(Signed) J MP. 


* 


I mould ſuppoſe this ſubject does not preſs, and I very much diſlike any thing being ſeat in 
circulation. I deſire the papers relating to the ſubjeC& may be laid before the Board at the next 
meeting, and will then give my opinion, | | aro 1ihed | 
Chinſura, Is, FT {Signed) J. 8. 
- - toth July 1783. e VVVEFVVCCC 


* 


The Board referring to the proceedings in the public department on the 24th of June 1982, ob- 
ſerve that it was then agreed to give the Vizier credit for half the amount of the original coſt of the 
horſes belonging to the regiments of cavalry which were formerly ſtationed in his Excellency's 
dominions, beyond the line of guarantee, but which were lately returned within the provinces. It 
is therefore now agreed that the Visier ſhall have credit at the ſame rate, for the horſes belonging 
to the farit regiment of cavalry detached on ſervice to the Weſt of India. 


e r 8988 tt. "TIRE WEIR — 


: Lucknow, 20th June 1784. 
To Edward Wheſer, Eſquire, &c. Council, Fort William | | 


«YT 
' 


Gentlemen, 4530 :toet gan.” 
"The Nabob Vizier having finally agreed to the adjuſtments in the account current betwixt him 
and the Honourable Company, as ſtated by Mr. Larkins, the Accomptant General, I have the 
pleaſure to inform you, that the acting miniſter this day preſented to me an amended account, 
under the ſeal of the Vizier, brought up to the gift of May, which I have delivered to Mr. 
Wombwell, the Accomptant at this place, to be depoſited amidſt the records of his department. 
I have allo affixed my ſignature to a ſimilar account, which will be depoſited amongſt the records 
of the Vizier's government. 


The accounts thus ſettled and interchanged were drawn out in the Perſian language; but Mr. 
Wombwell will forward with his official monthly account an Engliſh abſtract. of the Viziers - 
count with the Company from the iſt February to gift May haſt, which cotreſponds with the 
Perſian account interchanged betwixt the Company and me, 1 


o 2 % 3 . - . * | bs 3 . | 
: beg leave to apologize to you for the delay which has been made by. Mr. Wormbwell in wan 
mitting to you the monthly. accounts, as they were detained: from time to time in expeRation uf 
this adjuſtment being completed, 5,9 | 11 ki 


iy } 


t is neceſſary that I ſhould obſerve, that this adjuſtment is independent of the claims which the 
Vizier has fubmitted to you on fccount of his lofs by hatta, and of unauthorized appropriitions 
of his payments to the Jate Reſident. The former of theſe has been fully repreſented to you in my 
letter of the 14th inſtant; the latter was mentioned in my letter of the 5th April, and bein 
now under inveſtigation will: be more particularly ſtated to you hereafter. His Excellency will 
ſubmit to your deciſion on both theſe claims; but it is neceſſary that I ſhould here expreſs to you 
his defire that this adjuſtment may not be conſidered as precluding his right to any redreſs, to 
which, from the cafes themſelves, you may think him entitled. 


J have the honour to be, 
| Gentlemen, | 
Your moſt obedient humble Seryant, 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


«I 


P. S. As the differences which are thus adjuſted have been accumulating for ſeveral years, 
they have of courſe become involved in a conſiderahle degree of intricacy, infomuch that'!] be- 
lieve the Vizier and his miniſters have acquieſced in admitting our claims, more from a ſpirit af 
accommodation, and a reliance on our accuracy, proved in a clear comprehenſion of each article, 
than from their own conviction of their. propriety... I have long made theſe claims a particular 
object of my attention; and as I have not the ſmalleſt doubt of their propriety, I ſtrongly re- 
commended this, adjuſtment to the Vizier and his miniſters; they have acquiefced, but their ac- 
quieſcence may perhaps be entirely aſcribed to my being on the ſpot, ſince all the endeavours 
which we have uſed to effect this adjuſtment for ſome years paſt through the Reſident have failed. 
| conſider this therefore as art important point gaine ], both becauſe it ſubſtantiates claims of the 


Company to ſo conſiderable an amount, and becauſe it obyiates all future diſputes on the ſubj & 
betwixt us and the Vizier. [DOIN | _ | 


That no ſimilar ſource of diſpute may hereafter ariſe, I have directed Mr. Wombwell to adjuſt 
and ſettle his accounts at the end of every month with the acting miniſter of the Vizier, and to 
interchange them under their reſpective ſeals and ſignatures, | | 


. E. HAY, . 
LC Secy. 
a — — — 
3 REP Lucknow, June 20th 1784. 


Edward Wheler, Eſquire. &c. Council, at Fort William. 
Gentlemen, 


In compliance with your directions, I have enquired into the nature of the charges preferred 
zanlt Almaſs Ally Khan, in Mr, Briſtow's letter to the Board of the 4th October laſt, . - 


And conteiving that the faireſt and beſt way of coming at the truth of theſe matters was, to 
take the evidence of ſuch gentlemen as were capable, from ſituation, of giving me the moſt 
authentic information, I applied to Colonel Ironſide, Colonel Sir John Cumming, and Lieutenant 


— Anderſon ; copies of whoſe letters, together with mine to them, I have the honour to en- 
Clole Jou. | | | | 


You will doubtleſs ſee the propriety of calling upon Colonel Morgan for his informition, by 
Putting the ſame queſtions to him as I have done to Colonel Ironſide and Colonel Sir John Cum- 
ming. 1 n 74 : 6. , 


* 
- 


I ſhall avoid iving an opinion myſelf, as, on the ſuppoſition. of your calling upon Colonel 
Morgan, the ſubject would not be completely before me; but whatever may be the reſult of your, 
iments upon the whole ſubſect taken together, I deſire to be favoured with them as early as, 
Voffble, as well as with the reſolution which you may paſs in conſequence, ; 
55 J have the bonour to be, 


IS ag Gentlemen, 
A true Cop rr. Four moſt obedient, 
e and moſt humble Servant, 
Secs, (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


COPY 


1 148 ] 


CO PY of a Later from ce Governor General to Colonel Ironſide, commanding the Troops in 
4 | the Field. 


25 Lucknow, 16th May 1134, 
., 1 
The Board having referred to me for my enquiry a charge preferred by Mr. Briſtow againſt 
Almaſs Ally Cawn, of having entertained a deſign of rebelling againſt the Nabob Vizier his 
maſter, and of ſeizing the artillery at Caunpore during the interval of the relief of the brigade 
about the cloſe of the laſt year, I requelt' that you will inform me whether any thing paſſed 
within your knowledge or obſervation which appeared to have a relation to ſuch a deſign, or to 
Prove its 


| I am, Sir, &c. &c. &c, | 
{Signed) WARREN HASTING 


The fame letter was written to Lieutenant Colonel Sir John Cummings, commanding at Futty 
Ghur, | 


— 
—_—. 


* 


COPY of a Letter to Mr. James Anderſon, Reſident with Scindia. 


Dear Sir, | | 

It appears from the letters which Mr. David Anderſon wrote to Mr. Briſtow, under date the 
that he entertained ſome ſuſpicions of an improper correſpondence being car- 

ried on at that time betwixt Scindia, or Cheyt Sing, and Almaſs Ally Cawn. I deſire you will in- 
form me if any further facts have come to your knowledge tending to corroborate theſe ſuſpicions, 
or to ſhew that this correſpondence, if it then exiſted, was afterwards continued ; and I muſt par- 
ticularly require you to give your opinion, formed on your own obſervation, whether any ſuch 
correſpondence or imptoper connection ſubſiſted in or about the month of December laſt, when the 
brigade at Cawnpore was relieved, - 


Lucknow, 16th May 1784. 


I am, dear Sir, dec. fea. 
A true Copy. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governne General. 
Lucknow, 27th May 1784. 


Honourable Sir, 

I have received your commands of the 16th inſtant, directing me to inform you “whether any 

<« thing paſſed within my knowledge or obſervation which appeared to have relation to a deſign 
c ſaid to have been entertained by Almaſs Ally Cawn, of rebelling againſt the Nawab V izier his 
« maſter, and of ſeizing the artillery at Cawnpore during the interval of the relief of the brigades 
c (about the cloſe of the laſt year) or to prove the ſame.” Þ = 


To theſe orders I ſhould have paid immediate obedience, but that I was obliged to ſend for the 
public letters on this ſubject to Cawnpore, and ſince then to get them tranſcribed. | 


The copies of them are finiſhed, and I now proceed to the communication of what came to mY 
| knowledge relative to that deſign. 


While I was at Benares, on the march to Cawnpore, I received a letter from the Engliſh Reſi- 
dent at the Vizier's court, dated the 21ſt of December laſt (marked in the Appendix No. 1.) and 
encloſing the ſeveral papers, marked in the ſame Appendix No. 2. | | 


In conſequence of the Reſ dent's apprehenſion, thus conveyed to me, I repaired to Chunar Gur 
to procure a ſupply of ammunition; and obtained from Colunel Blair eighty thouſand ball A 
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tries, which I diſpatched to meet the brigade at Allahabad, as will be ſeen in the letters No, 3 
and 4 of the Appendix, q : 


No 5 contains my anſwer to Mr. Briſtow's notification to me of the ſuppoſed defection, and of 
the meaſures I had taken in conſequence, . 


The contents of No. 6 and 7 comprize advice from Colonel James Morgan to the eldeſt officers 
preſent with the third brigade, of the intelligence communicated to him by the Reſident at Luck- 
now concerning Almaſs; and information from the officer then commanding at Cawnpore to Co- 
lonel Morgan, of the meaſures taken for the ſecurity of that ſtation, | 


an addreſs from me to General Stibbert, in the next No. 8, delivers my opinion reſpecting 
Almaſs's diſaffection, according to the appearances at that time, ALE. | 


No. 9 comprehends the reaſon for Colonel Morgan net giving earlier notice of the intelligence 
he had received regarding Almaſs. | | | 


A letter from the Reſident, in reply to my anſwer of the 28th of December, marked No. 10, 
declares his apprehenſions of Almaſs's ill intentions being then at an end. 


In No, 11 is contained the advice of Iſhmael Beg, Aumil of Allahabad, to the commanding 
offcer then preſent with the brigade, not to move towards Cawnpore without areinforcement. 


Conſonant to this advice followed the order from me to Captain Dennis, marked No. 12. 


No. 13. is a letter from Major M Clary, commanding at Cawnpore, dated the 3d of January, 
expreſſing that no diſturbances then exiſted, and his opinion of Almaſs's intentions. 


In conformity to this opinion, I addreſſed the two letters, No. 14, to the General and Major 
| 8 direCting the latter to proceed to join his own corps on the arrival of the third brigade at 
awnpore, | | h 


Immediately, Sir, on receipt of your orders of the 16th inſtant, I requeſted Major Dunn, to 
whom the command at Cawnpore immediately devolved, on the removal of the ſecond brigade 
from thence, to acquaint me with what he knew concerning the revolt of Almaſs. No. 15 is his 
anſwer to that requiſition, Eo 


The laſt number, 16, compriſes the orders iſſued at Cawnpore, from the 17th of December 
1783 to the 28th of the ſame month. wt 


With the utmoſt conſideration and reſpect, 
| I am, þ 
Honourable Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 
(Signed) G. IRON SIDE, 
| Colonel, 


th. r * ted. p” TER r 


APPENDIX to the Letter of the Colonel of the Third Brigade, in anſwer to the Enquiries | 
3 | concerning the Defection of Almaſs Ally Cawn, 


To Colonel Gilbert Ironſide, commanding the 3d Brigade. | 


dir, 


In conſequence of a letter I addreſſed to Colonel James Morgan on the 10th inſtant, he ordered 
Major M<Clary to return to Cawnpore with his regiment to reinforce the troops at that ſtation, 
he conduct of Almaſs Ally Cawn ſince that period has given us further reaſon to confider our 
luſpicions of his diſaffection well-founded ; after the meaſures which have been adopted, I enter- 
tan litttle apprehenſion of any immediate bad conſequences, Indeed I never conceived that Almaſs 

Vor. IV. | 9 Pp | Ally 
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Ally Cawn would raſhly make an attack upon either Cawnpore or Futty Ghur, while the troops 
at thoſe ſtations were collected in force. But the ſuſpicious conduct of this Aumil rendered ita 
meature of abſolute neceſſity to reinforce the weak guard at Cawnpore as well for the protection 
of the magazine, artillery, &c. as to enable Colonel Sir John Cumming to act with vigour; and 
without dividing his force. Should Almaſs Ally Cawn withdraw his allegiance, and, as was the 
caſe. laſt year only, recall his Naibs from the diſtricts under his charge, leaving the country in a 
ſtate of anarchy, he could not, in my opinion, make any ſtand againſt the Company's forces nom 
in the Doab ; but were he to quit the Vizier's dominions, it would, in the event, be necei["ry to 
have a conſiderable body of troops on the ſpot, to preferve the peace of the countries he might 
evacuate, and to eſtabliſh the authority of the new Aumils : Theſe are additional reaſons for 
itrengthening the Cawnpore ſtation. I muſt leave to recommend to your conſideration the 
probable good effe& that your ſpeedy arrival at that place would produce, | 


I have the honour to be 


Lucknow, Your very obedient humble Servant, 
21 December 1783. | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Reſident at the Vizicr's Court, 
(A true Copy) | 
{Signed) R. E. Roberts, 
2 Secy. 
No. 2. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to Colonel James Morgan; dated Lucknow, 
E ons, 10th December 1783. | 


As ] have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the loyalty of Almaſs Ally Cawn, I am very apprehenſive 
that he may ſeize the opportunity which the departure of the brigade from Cawnpore preſents to 
him, of throwing off his allegiance, and poſſibly make ſome attempt to poſſeſs himſelf of the artil- 
lery and ſtores left at that ſtation. I therefore requeſt you will favour me with your opinion, 
whether you think the force now left at Cawnpore, under the command of Major ee is ſuffi 
cient to enable that officer, ſhould Almaſs actually harbour any ſuch deſign, to defend himſelf 
till reinforcements may arrive from the ſtations of RS .Kyrabad, and Salone, or from Co- 
lonel Sir John Cumming's detachment? And, ſuppoſing Almaſs might bring with him to the 
attack, as I believe he readily might, a body of troops, artillery, &c. agreeable to the incloſed 
ſtatement, if you are of opinion that Major Dana's force is inſufficient: I am further to requelt 
you will direct ſuch an augmentation to be made to it from your brigade, as may effectually ſe. 


cure him againſt any hoſtile attempt from the quarter above-mentioned till the arrival of Colonel 
Ironſide. © | 
I ſhould have addreſſed you earlier on this ſubject, but it was only to-day the intelligence reached 
me; from which I am led particularly to think the defection of Almaſs probable. I hope, indeed, 
the beſt ; but it is nevertheleſs in common prudence neceſſary to guard againſt every poſſible 
contingency, at the ſame time that the appearance of ſuſpicion or diſtruſt on the part of go. 
vernment with reſpect to his good faith, might tend to confirm Almaſs in his evil deſigns, and 
accelerate a meaſure which is at preſent perhaps only in contemplation. I dare ſay you will 
agree with me in opinion, that in recommending the utmoſt vigilance to the commanding officer 
at Cawnpore, &c. it is highly proper the motives inducing theſe precautions ſhould be kept 3 
ſecret as poſhble, £ Eg | 


(191) 


Statement of Almaſs Ally Cawn's Troops. 


With whom. Horſe. Foot, | Artillery. 
Toberam, and Tewaram, Foujdars of Etya — | 800 | 1,600. | 5 
Shaick Azim o Deen, Do. Ackberabad Sevendſa — 200] 400 
Taukoor Doſs — Do. Shorah — Foo | 1,000 | 4 
, Seetul Perraud, — Do. Coreh — 50 1,00 5 
ſeſſing Roy, Aumil of Piphoond — — a0O | 1,000 | 2 
; 15 Cawn, ugdenpoor, Aſſarah, &c. — | 200 1,000 4 
Huſſen Buxſh Chele, Foujdar Futtepoor — 400 1002 
At Meha Gunge —— _ — — 650 | 
At Talgong _ _ _— 1,400 | 1,700 | 18-4 large. 
| 4,850 8, 700 40 
With Almaſs at Lucknow — — 150 a 300 
Total — | 5,000 9,000 | 40 


N. B. 20 pieces of the above artillery belonging to the Nabob. 
20 Do. — Do. — to Almaſs 


This ſtatement was tranſmitted to Colonel Morgan by the Reſident, under date the 27th Auguſt 
1783, and no particular account of any changes has been ſince received. But the Reſident un- 
Uerſiands Almaſs has called in ſome of the out ſtations. Since he went himſelf to his diſtricts, 
nine hundred Turkſowars have joined him, in addition, from Lucknow, and he has alſo raiſed, 
by his own authority, two troops of the Company's diſbanded cavalry, | 


4 4 4 — 
— —— 


No. 2. 
Mr. Briſtow to Colonel Sir John Cumming, dated 11th December 1783. 
T encloſe, for your information, a copy of a letter I have addreſſed to Colonel Morgan. 


9 * 1 _ 


- ——— 


| No. 2. 
Colond Sir John Cumming in Reply, dated Futtegur, 13th December 1783. 


Lam favoured with your letter of the 11th current, incloſing a copy of your letter to Colonel 
Morgan, together with a ſtatement of Almaſs's forces. | | 


If you think there be immediate danger to the magazine, &c. at Cawnpore, and in caſe Colonel 
organ have not, in conſequence of your information, either left a reinforcement, or halted him- 
near Cawnpore, in my opinion, the moſt eligible mode would be to order the regiment at 
Kyrabad thither immediately. Half the regiment at Lucknow might march thither alſo, and as 
Toon as Colonel Ironſide arrives the people might return to their ſtations, 


For my own part, I will hold the troops here in readineſs to march the moment I receive cer- 


bin intelligence that Almaſs is drawing his troops together with a hoſtile intention. I will alſo 
in that event order Colonel Knudſon to join me by forced marches. 


. * 
— — •—— 


No. 2. 
Major M Clary to Mr. Briſtow ; dated Cawnpore, 19th December 1783. 


I know not yet what the Aumil's intentions are, but this is certain, that he is collecting his 
ones from every quarter, under the 8 plea of muſtering them. As I ſhould highly expe- 

nence the want of artillerymen, in cafe of any attack on this place, I have wrote to Sir John 
| Cumming, 
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Cumming, requeſting that a detachment may be ſent down with all expedition, having at preſent 
only a few Jaſcars to work the guns. | 


Should it appear to you the Aumil has hoſtile intentions, I think that the two companies of 
Major Scott's regiment, now on their march to Lucknow, might be ordered to join me, as alſy 
three or four from t yrabad-or Lucknow ſtations, as Major Dunn has above two companie 
detached, and TI have nearly one. Should the Aumil draw this way apparently hoſtile, I mean to 
quit the cantonments, carrying with me. the park and magazine, and move to a place near the 
Cawnpore old lines, where I ſhall be enabled to withſtand his attack, and any attempt to preſerve 
ſo ſtraggling a place as thoſe cantonments would be uſeleſs, impracticable and divide my force, — 
It is neceſſary that the dawk between this and Lucknow ſhould be more expeditious, 


Apt 


No. 2. 


Mr. Briſtow to Major M<Clary ; dated Lucknow, 20th December 1783. 


| 1 
I am favoured with your letters of the 17th and 19th inſtant. | 


In caſe Colonel Morgan ſhould not have furniſhed you with a liſt of the Aumil's troops, I hare 
the pleaſure to incloſe you one. The intelligence you convey to me of his collecting them under 
the pretence of muſter is very ſuſpicious, as their ſervices at the preſent ſeaſon of the year are 
required in ſecuring the collections, and the meaſure is unprecedented. As the Reſident's guard 
has Golahandazes attached to it, I have preferred requeſting Captain M*Leod to proceed to Cawn- 
pore with all expedition, and called upon Lieutenant Wroughton, with the two companies under 
his command to march along with him, T hey have my requiſition to obey your orders, 


The arms of Captain M*Leod's battalion being in a very bad ſtate, and not fit for ſervice, [ 
requeſt you will order the number requiſite to be ſerved him from the magazine at Cawnpore. 


T have, at the recommendation of the Colonels Morgan and Cummings, requeſted Major Cook 
will reinforce you with one battalion from his regiment.— I have attended to your intimation con- 
cerning the dawk, and I beg you will alſo follow proper meaſures with the Munſhee at Cawn- 
pore, to oblige his people to do their duty. 


True Copies. 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, 
; Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at 
the Vizier's Court. 
A true Copy. 
Gigned) R. E. Roberts, 
Secy. 


— — — — 


(Copy) No. 3. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Ironſide to General Stibbert ; dated Chunar Gur, 
| December 27th 1783. | 


My preſence at this place is occaſioned by advices received yeſterday from the Reſident at the 
Vizier's court, of the apprehended defection of Almaſs Ally Cawn, who, under pretence? 
muſlering his troops (an unprecedented tranſaction with him) is collecting a conſiderable force 
within no great diſtance of Cawnpore : At the requiſition of the Vizier, he informs me, pat” 
of our ſepoys are moving from ſeyeral ſtations, for the protection of the cantonments and mag. 
Zine at that place. g 


The moment I received Mr. Briſtow's letter, I haſtened to Chunar Gur, in order to obtain and 
expedite a ſupply of ball ammunition, ſufficient for our uſe, in caſe the inſurrection prove” 
and in conſequence of my requifition to that effect, Colonel Blair will diſpatch in a light bet of 
morrow forty thouſand ball cartridges; that is about twenty rounds per man, to Alla h the 
The officer who has charge of this ammunition is directed to haſten it to the brigade jy 


L | 


vtmoſt expedition. Forty thouſand more are to follow the enſuing day, under charge of a con- 
ductor, with ſimilar inſtructions. Thus accelerated, they will meet che brigade much about the 
time it has croſſed the Ganges; for its further tranſportation by land I Have ordered carriages to 


be prepared, 


In cafe any actual ſervice be expected, I ſhall demand the ammunition alſo of the ſecond bri- 
gade, who can be ſupplied from hence on their way down; nor ſhall I hefitate to call upon the 
Kelladar of Allahabad, for any light field cannon he may have in the magazine of that fortreſs, 


In the like event, the relief of the troops at Allahabad muft be for the preſent poſtponed. 


A true Extract. 
(Signed) R. E. ROBERT'S, Sec. 


— 


No. 4. 
Chunar Gur, 27th December 1783. 


| 3 Colonel Blair, commanding at Chunar. | 
Sir, x 

The Reſident at the Vizier's Court having adviſed me of diſturþances not unlikely to happen, 
from ſome hoſtile preparations of Almaſs Ally Cawn, who is ſaid to he aſſembling a conſiderable 
force near Cawnpoor ; and as there is no more ammunition with the 3d brigade than five rounds 
per man, for the mere purpoſe of the march, I am under the bea of requeſting a ſupply 
ball muſquet cartridges, to the amount of forty thouſand (or fifty barrels) from the magazine 
under your command, to proceed immediately in a light boat to Allahabad, under charge of 
Captain Cow, an officer of the zd regiment, and with the utmoſt expedition; and allo of another 
ſupply of forty thouſand of the lame, to follow in another light hoat, as ſoon as it can be pre- 
pared, under care of ſome European, either officer or conductor, in order to accelerate its paſ- 
age. Provided this ammunition be not wanted at Allahabad, it ſhall be immediately returned 
from thence; but ſhould-it come in demand, a proper indent, on emergency, will ia that caſe be 
tranſmitted to you officially, to authorize the delivery. 


For your information and guidance, ſuppoſing the intended inſurreCtion to be real, I ſhall do 
myſelf the honour to leave with you a 2 of the intelligence received from Mr. Briſtow, 
accompanied by a ſtatement of the forces which Almaſs Ally Cawn has under his command, 


I am, &c, 
| (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, 
A true Copy. | Colonel. 
(Signed) R. E. Roberts, Secy. 


No. 5. 
Chunar Ghur, December 28, 1783. 


8 To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
ir, | | 
[ have been favoured by your letters of the 21ſt and 22d inſtant, adviſing me of the appre- 
hended de fection of Almaſs Ally Cawn. To me, who am little converſant in the politics of the 

urbar, the intelligence conveyed, I muſt confeſs, gave no inconſiderable degree of ſurpriſe; be- 
cauſe I cannot reconcile to reaſon the exiſtence of a power, in the ſervant of a Government, ſo 
immediately and imminently dangerous to that Government itſelf ; but for want of that know- 
edge, I am perhaps no competent judge of ſuch a contingency. 


a The moment, however, after I was favoured with your letter, I haſtened to this place, in or- 
er to obtain and expedite a ſupply of ball ammunition ſufficient for our uſe, in caſe the inſurrec- 
prove more than imaginary; for five rounds per man only were brought with us, for the 

OL. IV. | Qq mere 


Lein 


mere purpoſe of the march. Accordingly 1 have this day accelerated from hence forty thouſand 
ball cartridges to meet the brigade at Allahabad, An additional ſupply of forty thouſand mote 
will be diſpatched by Colonel Blair to-morrow. Provided any ſerious ſervice be actually ex. 
pected, I ſhall not heſitate to call upon the Kelladar at Allahabad, for any light field cannon, 
with the ammunition attached to it, which he may have in that fortreſs, his demand will he 
made on an emergency, juſtified by the occaſion ; but I muſt entreat, if yen pleaſe, that you will 
nevertheleſs obtain the ſanction of the Vizier for that requiſition, - 


The late wet weather having augmented the burthen of our camp equipage, the progreſs of the 
troops within theſe few days has been flow. You may be aſſured, however, that they will pro- 
ceed to their deſtination with all conſiſtent expedition. 84 


A true Copy. 15 I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. E. Robert, (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, 
Secry. Coll. 
No. 6. 


EXTRACT of a letter from Colonel James Morgan to Major William Watſon, Commanding 
Officer, Camp. Third Brigade, dated Camp, December 28th, 1783, 8 P. M. 


Some time ago I wthte to Major M<Clary, who commands at Cawnpore, to give Colonel 
<« Ironſide every information neceſſary upon his entering into the Dewab; and I likewiſe recom- 
* mend it to you to give him the information when you ſhall have croſſed the river, that you 
„may have every intelligence to enable you to judge of the propriety of marching up on that 
« fide, or of re-croſling at Currah, as Mr. Briſtow, the Reſident at Lucknow, has informed me 


& that he has ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe that Almaſs, the Aumil of Etayah and Coſah Diſtricts, may 
«be troubleſome,” | | 


A true Extract. 


(Signed) R. E. ROBERTS, 
_ deer}, 


No. 7. 


| To Colonel James Morgan, &c. 
Sir, EE | 
I have the honour to inform you, that in conſequence of my requiſition to Sir John Cumming 


for a few artillery men, he has thought proper to ſend me 20 Europeans and 45 Laſcars, under 
the command of a ſubaltern officer, 7 


Mr. Briſtow has alſo, in conſequence of my requeſt to him for a few companies (if he deemed 
the Aumil hoſtile) ſent me a battalion from Khyrabad, Captain M*Leod's corps, and two com- 
panies of the third regiment, under command of Lieutenant Wroughton, This force I conſider 


to be unneceſſary, as the Aumil does not appear to me to entertain any deſign dangerous to our 
government, | | 


J have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) W. MCLARY, 


Coms at Cawnpore- 
A true Copy. 155 


Cawnpore, (Signed) H. Lloyd, | 
27th Dec. 1783. | Secry. to Col. Morgan. 


(Signed) R, E. Roberts, Secry. 


Nob. 


l 


No. 8. | 
Mirzapore, 29th December, 1783. 


| To General Stibbert, Commander in Chief, 
Sir, | : | | | 
] adviſed you on the 27th inſtant of the intelligence I had received from the Reſident at the 
Vizier's Court, concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn, and of the meaſures I had in conſequence pur- 
ſued, 


4 


After ſeeing all the ammunition diſpatched from Chunar Ghur, I quitted that place myſelf, and 
ſhall rejoin the troops at Allahabad, | 


I do not conceive the apprehenſions regarding Almaſs Ally Cawn are become realized. An 


officer who left Allahabad yeſterday has informed me, that no notice of diſturbances at Cawn- 
pore had reached Allahabad when he left it, 


The return of Major M*Clary's regiment to Cawnpore, by order of Colonel Morgan, together 
with a battalion from Kyrabad, a few companies from Lucknow, and ſome artillery from Futty 
Ghur, diſpatched to the ſame place, at the defire of the Reſident, will probably keep every thing 
quiet, and defeat any intention of Almaſs Ally Cawn, admitting that he has really formed any, to 
poſſels himſelf of the magazine and ſtores there, during the relief of the brigades. 


I am, &c, - 
A true Copy. (Signed) G. IRONSIDE, 
(Signed) R. E. Roberts, | Cal, 
Secry. | | 
No. Os 


To Major William Watſon, commanding in Camp, Third Brigade. 
1 2 
I am favoured with your letter of the 29th inſtant, and beg leave to refer you to my former 
letters, in reſpect to the boats, and the ground I thought beſt for you to encamp on. | 


Incloſed I have ſent for your ſatisfaction, a copy of a letter I have received from Major M<Clary, 
relative to Almaſs Ally Cawn's diſpoſition. My reaſons for not mentioning to you any thing of 


' the matter were, that I did not give credit to the reports 1 have heard of it, and did not chooſe 
to give alarm. 


| I am, &c. | | 
December zoth 1783. (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
Famp, Muti Ranca Talone. | | | Col. 
A true wat & : | | | 
(Signed) R. E. Roberts, Secry. 


_ 


No. 10. 
To Colonel Gilbert Ironſide, commandin 8 the Third Brigade. 
© Lucknow, ad January, 1784. 
r, | 


I amhonoured with your letters of the 22d and 28th ult. 1 beg leave to offer my thanks for 
Jour attention to the intelligence I communicated to you concerning Almaſs Ally Cawn. 


The meaſures I recommended for the defence of the Cawnpore ſtation have been attended with 
the defired effect; and I am aſſured by Major M Clary, that he is under no apprehenſion of an at- 
ack, In conſequence of his adyices, I haye requeſted him to order back the Reſident's guard ; 

| an 


156] 


and at the requiſition of Colonel Morgan, I have alſo deſired he would direct the two companies 
of the third regiment to proceed to their ſtation, The ſituation ofaffairs between Almaſs and this 
Goyernment is till the ſame ; but I am under no apprehenſion of your meeting with any oppo- 
ſition on your march. | | | 


| Lam, &c, . 5 
A true Copy. | (Signed) a J OHN BRIST OW, 
(Signed) R. E. Roberts, Reſident at the V jzier's Court, 
Seery. | r 
No. 11. 


EX TRACT of a Letter from Major William Watſon to Major Roberts ; dated at Allahabal, 
a EIT t | January 2d, 1784. a | | 


to meet us about 20 coſs from Cawnpore. 


©; k . © - . 
- . | | 
Ws «of py SY „ 
% 4 | . 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Major William Watſon to Colonel Ironſide; dated at Allahabad, 
January 3d, 1784. 


« As I heard Major Lucas's regiment was (ſome days ago) at Benares, I have rate to him to 
ec join with all convenient expedition; for Iſhmael Beg recommended it to me not to march with 
c only one regiment, but rather to ſend for a regiment to meet us from Cawnpore, with ſome 
<« artillery ; but that does not ſeem to me at all neceſſary, nor, I believe, in reality, does he,” 


0 Iſhmael Beg recommends my writing td Major M Clary, to ſend a regiment and ſix guns 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Major William Watſon to Major Roberts; dated Cawnpo 
January 23d, 1784. | 


« One dattalion of the ninth regiment (Major Cook's) came here when the alarm was about 
* Almaſs, and has remained here ever ſince. Captain Douglas commands the battalion,” 


True Extract. | 044 agate 
(Signed) R. E. 9 


* 


EXT R A C T of a Letter from Colonel Ironſide to General Stibbert; dated Allahabad, 30 
| January, 1784. | | 


e Eneloſed I tranſmit copy of a letter from Major M<Clary to Colonel Morgan, in conſequend 
Hof which I ſhall order the ammunition brought from Chunar to be returned thither.“ 


A true Extract. . | 
(Signed) R. E. ROBERTS, 
Secy. 


| | No. 12. 
EXTRACT of a Letter from Majar Roberts to Captain Robert Dennis commanding * 


- 


Parroſſu; dated Allahabad, January.4th, 1784. 


Colonel Ironſide direfts me to acquaint you, that it is his deſire you do remain With J dur bar 
talion at your preſent ſtation until you xeceive further inſtructions; for he thinks it proper te chr 
the regim lt he intended to leave here half way, or as far as Currab, with him. until che ark + 


„ 5 


of the brigade at Cawnpore, when that regiment will be returned to this ſtation, and your batta- 
lion be relieved, in conformity to whatever orders you have received from the commanding officer 


of your own brigade, | 


he (Signed). R. E. ROBERTS, 
Sec?, 


— — 


* 


No. 13. 


(Copy) To Major William Watſon, commanding the Third Brigade. 
Sir, 8 | 
I have the honour to receive your letter of the zoth ultimo, and in reply, to inform you, that 
at preſent not any real diſturbance exiſts, The Aumil of the Doab, Almaſs Ally Cawf\; is ſup- 
poſed, from his conduct, to have refractory intentions to the Vizier's government; but in my 
opinion, only ſo far as to lead him to quit the country. At any rate, ſhould he have hoſtile in- 
tentions, and draw near this tation, my force is ſufficient to repel any attack he may make. At 
preſent his chief force is twenty-five coſs to the northward of this ſtation, and there is not any of 


conſequence. between Allahabad and this place, Should any particular tranſaction take ace, 
notice will be given you with all expedition. K | | 4 a 


| ; I am, &c. 
Cawnpore, | + {Signed) W. MCLAR . 
January 3d, 1784. A true Copy. 1 
| R. E. Roberts. 
| a | (Copy) No, 14. 
EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Ironſide to General Stibbert ; dated Allahabad, 5th 
| January, 1784. | 


In my letter of the zd inftant, I adviſed you, that in conſequence of an addreſs from Major 
M Clary to Colonel Morgan, of which I encloſed a copy, adviſing of there not being the ſmalleſt 
appearance of diſturbances likely to be raiſed by Almaſs Ally Cawn, it was my intention to re- 
turn the ammunition I had * near diſpatched from Chunar Gur to that place; but being now 
informed by Iſhmael Beg, and papers of intelligence, that the Aumil till keeps his force collect - 
ed together in the neighbourhood of Rampoor; and that he has been diſtributing ammunition to 
his troops, I have altered that intentien, and ſhall take one half of the cartridges with me, and 
leave the other half here for the uſe of the 14th regiment of ſepoys, which I have directed, con- 
formably to your inſtructions, to relieve the battalions of the 2d brigade at this place, and at Sa- 
lone. The leaving ammunition here is the more neceſſary, as the guard in the fort of Choumdee 
is continually threatened by a conſiderable armed force of banditti in the neighbourhood of it. 


A true Extract, ; 
R. E. ROBERTS, Sec. 


ERTIES 8) 
(Copy) No. 14. 
Sit 1 Major MClary, commanding at Cawnpore 
Colonel Morgan having made known to me that the regiment under your command was ſent 
Vack to Cawnpore for the purpoſe of protecting that cantonment during the abſence of a brigade ; 


, » Dubious. 


Vor. IV. 3 : „ 


158) 
and as that fecurity will, Lapprehend, be effected when the third brigade reaches within the dif. 


tance of one march of that ſtation ; you will pleaſe, therefore, as ſoon as the third brigade does 
arrive within that diſtance, to proceed to join the ſecond brigade, in conformity to the orders of 
your own immediate commanding officer to that effect, unleſs you are of opinion, that your ſtay 


at Cawnpore, tillthe actual arrival of the third brigade there, be abſolutely.expedient, - 


1 am, &c. | 


(Signed) G. IRON'SIDE, Cal, 


| (Copy) No. 15. 


8 To Colonel Gilbert Ironſide, commanding in the Field. 


I had the honour of receiving your letter of yeſterday's date. 


When the diſaffection of Almaſs Ally Cawn-was ſuſpected, Mr. Briſtow communicated his 
fears to Colonel Morgan, who was then near Allahabad, and to Sir John Cummings at Futty 
'Ghur; but the firſt intimation I had of it at Cawnpore, was the return of Major M*Ctary's regi- 
ment to that ſtation. 3 a | 7 


After I had given up the command of the cantonments at Cawnpore to Major M Clary, I re- 
ceivetl a letter from Colonel Morgan, directing me to keep the troops together, for that the in- 
fidelity of Almaſs Ally Cawn was evident, and that his intentions to ſeize on the magazine and 

park of artillery would be his grand object. In conſequence of this information, I employed ſome 
truſty people, and from the intelligence which they brought me, I found there was nothing to 
fear from that quarter, and that the few troops that Almaſs had with him were employed in the 
collections. | 3 
Jam, &c, 


Lucknow, 55 (Signed) JAMES DUNN, 
18th May, 1784. | | Major-9th regiment, 
(A ve Copy.) | 

R. E. Roberts. Secy. 
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| | No. 16. x 5 . a 
EXTRACT from the Orderly Book of the 29th regiment, commanded by Major James Dunn, 
©. 4.4 from December the 17th to December the 28th, 1783. 


. 2 2 — " 2 — 


e 2 


* - * —- - * — — - 
r 
8 > 
r 


| Orders iſſued by Major MLary, commanding at Cawnpore. 
December 17th, 1783. R. O. The regiment to furniſh two complete companies for picque? 


:this evening, 
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Detachment Orders by Major M*Lary. 


— 
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December 19th, 1783. The four eldeſt ſubalterns to do duty as captains, and act as captain 
of the day. All picquets and guards to report to the captain of the day, who will pleaſe to be at” 
tentive in going the grand round himſelf every night, and order viſiting rounds every hour, F 
rounds to be particularly careful in viſiting the magazing. The captain of the day will be pleaſe 
to detach from the picquet, every night, two Jemmidar's parties, and four Havildar's parties, i9 

take poſt in the different roads and avenues leading to the caneonments ; the advanced centries 
to be always ready loaded, and in caſe of the approach of any body of troops, to give then 
by diſcharging their firelocks : The commanding officers of theſe parties to be particularly, careſu 
that no falſe alarm may be given. The magazine guard to conſiſt of two companies, with tie 
guns, under the command of a ſubaltern officer, who will pleaſe to be particularly diligent for the 
preſervation of the magazine under his charge. The picquet to mount every evening half an hour 
before ſun-ſet, and to conſiſt of two ſubaltern officers, four companies, and two fix pounders, 
and to be under the immediate direction of the captain of the day. In caſe of an alarm, and 


2 E * S 
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drums beating to arms, all detached guards, the magazine guard excepted, to join their corps with 
the utmoſt expedition. The commanding officer will be pleaſed to order the drums to beat to 
arms in caſe of the approach of any body of troops, or on any alarm. A company from the 34th 

ment to march in the evening in order to reinforce the preſent guard over the magazire. The 
officer on duty at the magazine to be relieved every evening. All reports to be made to the cap- 
tain of the day, who will report to; and receive his orders from the commanding officer. Lieu- 
tenant Burnett will be pleaſed to order a proper proportion of ammunition with each gun, and 
| alſo as many Laſcars as can be ſpared from the magazine and ſtores, for the purpoſe of working 

the guns. FAY EFT 35-4 WY | 

December 18th. In caſe of an alarm, Lieutenant Burnett will be pleaſed to take charge of the 
two guns ſtationed at the magazine; and Lieutenant Fleming will be pleaſed to take charge of the 


ſix pounders ſtationed with the 23d and 34th regiments, and whatever ſtores may be neceſſary, he 
will be pleaſed to ſend to Lieutenant Burnett, who will ſupply. 


20th. Lieutenant Turton will pleaſe to do duty with Lieutenant F leming, as an artillery of- 
ficer, with thoſe guns attached to the regiment. 


22d, Captain M Clode's battalion, and two companies of the 3d regiment, being artived in 
camp, the officers and men are directed to be put on the roſter of duty, 


23d. The piequet in future to conſiſt of three companies and two guns, one company from 
each regiment, one from Captain MClode's battalion, one company from Lieut. Wroughton's 
to relieve, this evening, the company of 23d regiment, now on the magazine guard. 


25th, The detachment of n arrived, Lieutenant Spark will be pleaſed to take 
charge of the {1x {ix-pounders, attached with the regiments, 


28th, A company from Captain Douglaſs's battalion to mount picquet this evening, and for 
the future to take all turns of duty in roſter with the other corps. 


' JAMES DUNN, _ 

(A AC a 25 Major agth regt. 
John Aſtworth, 88 Fre t 

Adjutant 29th regiment. 
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To Colonel Sir John Cumming, commanding a Detachment on the Frontier Station. 
Sir, | | | 

I encloſe for your information a copy of a letter I have addreſſed to Colonel Morgan. 

I have the honour, Sir, to be 


Lucknow, CEE ' Your moſt obedient humble ſervatit, - _ 
11 December 1783. | + (Signed) J OHN BRISTOW, 
| FRE . Reſidt at the Vizier's Court. 


2 
— #4 

3 2 —_ 
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8 To Colonel Morgan, commanding the Troops in the Field. | 
IP | | | WW ; 2 : . 

As I have ſtrong reaſons to doubt the loyalty of Ulmaſs Ally Cawn, T am very apprehenſive he 
may ſeize the opportunity which the departure of the brigade from Cawnpore preſents to him of 
throwing off his allegiance, and polſibly make ſome attempt to poſſeſs himſelf. of the artillery and 
ſores left at that ſtation : I therefore requeſt you will favour me with your opinion, whether you 
think the force now left at Cawnpore, under the command of Major Dunn, is ſufficient to enable 
that officer, ſhould Ulmaſs actually harbour any ſuch deſign, to detend himſelf till reinforcements 
may arrive from the ſtations at Lucknow, Kyrabad, and Salone, or from Sir John Cumming's 
detachment, ang ſuppoſing Ulmaſs to bring with him to the attack, as I believe he readily might, 
a body of troops, artillery, -&c. agreeably to the encloſed ſtatement—if you are of opinion that 
Major Dunn's preſent force is inſufficient, Lam further to requeſt you will direct W 2 


e ͥ ͥͥ NT . hc OT 
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\ 


mentation to be made to it from your brigade as may effeQua!ly ſecure him againſt any hoſlile at. 
, tempt from the quarter above-mentioned, * 25 1 1 


I ſhould have addreſſed you earlier on this ſubject, but it was only to-day that the intelli 
reached me, from which I am led particularly to think the defection of Almaſs probable, [hop 
indeed the beſt ; but it is nevertheleſs neceſſary to a 5 againſt every poſſible contingency.” At 
the ſame time, as the appearance of ſuſpicion or diſtruſt on the part overnment, with reſpe&t 
to his good faith, might tend to confirm Almaſs in his evil deſigas, and accelerate a meaſute which 
perhaps is at preſent only in contemplation, I dare ſay you will agree with me in opinion, that in 
recommending the utmoſt vigilance to the commanding officer at Cawnpore, &c. it is highly 

proper the motives inducing theſe precautions ſhould be kept as ſecret as poſſible, 


I have the honour to be, 


| Lucknow, 0 Sir, ü 
4 10 Necember 1783. ; Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| - (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,.. 
A true Copy. 9852 Reſidt at the Vizier's Court. 
Aſſiſtant to the Reſident. 
|  . STATEMENT & Almaſs Ally Khan's Troops. 
With whom. i av das Horle, | Foot. 
f Tobergn and Tenazam, Fouſdars of Etaya — — Boo 1,600 
Seik Azem Uldin, Do. Akburabad, Sikundee — . —| 200 | 400 
Takir Daus, Fouſdar Sholerah — — — | 500, ooo 
Seetul Perſaud, Do. Corakh. — — — — Foo, ooo 
Sefling Roy, Aumil Pephoond — — — | 200 1, ooo 
Huſſan Buckſh Cheeta, Fouſdar Futtypore — — | 400 | 1,000 
Huſſen Cawh, Judgeſpore, Anoune — — — | 200 | 1,000 
At Meha Gunge — — — — | 650 
At Salgong "|_—— — — — — , 400 | 1,700 
| | 4-850 | 8,700 
With Ulmaſs at Lucknow — 2 — — 150 300 
| __Taotll 3 5,000, | 9,000 
N. B. 20 pieces of the above belonging to the Nabob. 
20 ditto ditto to Ulmaſs. | 3 
27 (Signed) JOHN BRIST ON. 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


This Statement was tranſmitted to Col. Morgan by the Reſident, under date 2jth 3 
1783, and no particular account has ſince been received of the changes; but the Reſident un 405 
ſtands Ulmaſs has called in ſome of the out ſtations : Since he went himſelf into the out diſt 


nine hundred Turkſowars have joined him in addition from Lucknow ; and he has alfo raiſe dy 
bis own authority, two troops of the Company's diſbanded cavalry, =» 5 


(Signed) RALPH-BROOM, : 
Secretary to Col. Sir John Comme 
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| COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir Johi Cummings to the Honourable Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, Governor General, &c. &c. S ; 


Honourable Sir, | 
| Thave been honoured by the receipt of your letter of the 19th current, deſiring to know whe- 
ther any thing paſſed within my knowledge or obſervation which indicated a deſign in Ulmaſs 
Ally Cawn'to rebel againſt his Excellency the Vizier, and to ſeize on the magazine at Cawn- 
pore. 3 | : | ; wad! 3 
In my letter to the Honourable Board, dated December 24th, 1783, I informed them of the 
cautionary ſteps I had taken in conſequence of the information 1 had received from the Reſident 
upon this head; at the ſame time I obſerved, that I did not give entire credit to the report. I 
had not obſerved any part of Ulmaſs's conduct which could raiſe an apprehenſion of his having 
formed a deſign to throw off his allegiance—neither could I think him ſo chimerical and weak 
as to flatter himſelf with hope of ſucceſs in an attempt to oppoſe the arms of the Honourable 
Company, or to ſeize on the magazine at Cawnpore, The only thing in his power was to witk- | 
draw himſelf from his Exceltency's dominions, and even that muſt have proved very prejudicial 
to his intereſt : He would have experienced a humiliating change in ſituation, had he relinquiſh- 
ed the rank and authority he holds in this country to become a dependant on the few, or of Sin- 
dia, or any other chief in the neighbourhood, - fe reaſons for diſcrediting the information 
were ſtrengthened by the report made of the force then with him, by ſome hircarrahs whom I 
had occaſion to ſend into his camp : it did not appear to be greater than what uſually attended 
him when he went on the buſineſs of the collections. It ſtruck me at that time, that ſome in- 
tereſted perſons might have miſrepreſented Ulmaſs's conduct to th: Reſident : but though I gave 
very little credit to the information, yet, as it comes from the repreſentative of the Honourable 
Board, I thought it my duty to pay attention thereto, and to take every cautionary meaſure to 
prevent or defeat any attempt that might poſſibly be formed, or even ſuſpected. incloſed is 


copy of 70 Briſtow's letter to Colonel Morgan, which was the principal ground on which I 
; I have the honour to be, X 
kr | Honourable Sir, 
A | ' Your moſt obedient ſervant, an 
20th May 1784. ; > (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col. 


i Sindia's Camp, 22d May 178 
Honourable Sir, | | REES * 
I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 16th inſtant. 


In obedience to your commands, I beg leave to inform you, that ſince che period of Mr. David 

Anderſon's letters to Mr. Briſtow of the 29th of October and 12th of November, no facts have 
come to my knowledge tending to corroborate the ſuſpicion mentioned in them of the exiſtence 
of any improper correſpondence betwixt Almaſs ny Cawn and Mahajee Smdia, or Cheyt Sing; 
and chat as far as I am enabled to form a judgment from circumſtances that have fallen under my 
obſervation in this camp, Iam of opinion, that no improper. correſpondence or intrigue was 
maintained directly or indirectly by Mahajee Sindia with Almaſs Ally Cawn, in or about the 
month of December laſt, Permit me to lay before you ſome circumſtances, which having taken 
ry at that period, will explain to you the grounds on which I have been led to form this opt- 


Early in the month of December laſty] received private intelligence from Cawapore and Luck- 
now, intimating a ſtrong ſuſpicion that Almaſs was then carrying on ſome dangerous intrigue 
"2 Mahajee Sindia, and that he intended ſpeedily to quit the Vizier's dominions, and ſeek pro- 
10 ion from him. From other ſources of information, I had at the ſame time reaſon to believe 
g wy this intelligence, and chiefly the latter part of it, had gained a very general belief amongſt 
2 natives of the Vizier's dominions. But as no rumours or reports of this nature prevailed in 
wh camp, and as my information was merely private, I did not think I had ſufficient grounds 
3 baking ns ook notice of it, I confined myſelf therefore to ſeveral private 
Mow, and the reſult of theſe tended to confirm me ini a belief that there was no juſt foundation 

V pi 8 of any improper connection or 1 at that time ſubſiſting between Mahajee 

* 8 | 


. 1 4 Sindia 
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Sindia and Almaſs. I afterwards, however, received a letter from Mr. Briſtow, which az f 
marked his belief in the intelligence I had received, ſeemed to require that I ſhould loſe no time 
in obtaining ſuch an explanation on this ſuhject as might one way or other remove all doubts 
with reſpect to it. Accordingly I repreſented this matter to Mahajee Sindia, . through his mini. 
ſter Bow Buckſey, and the anſwer I obtained was ſuch as to confirm me in the opinion I had he. 


fore entertained. I beg leave to refer you, for a knowledge of particulars, to the extracts of Mr, 


'" Briſtow's letter, and my reply, which I have herewith the honour to trauſmit to you, 
ea: | I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, | 
| Honourable Sir, &c, &c. 18 : 
4 A trus Copy. (Signed) IA. ANDERSON 


—_— — 


EXTRACT from Mr. Briſtow's Letter, dated 10th January, 2789. 


I have been favoured with your letters of the 25th November, and 20th ultimo, and gd in- 
Kant, Conſidering the ſubject ot the latter as a matter of mueh importance, I ſhall communicate 
its contents to the Honourable Board; and when I rrecerve their commands, will addreſs the Vi- 
zier in conformity. I have informed the acting minifter that the number of 30, 00 Mahrattai 
will viſit Etlahabad this year, and requeſted he ſhonld farniſh me with his opinion on the moſt 
eligible means of preventing undue exactions, and alſo obviatecommotions natural on the uſſem- 
pling of fo numerous a body. | 8 | OY e 


Other circumſtances induee my caution ; ſuch as, the great power of Almaſs, the reputed 2c- 
counts of his connection with Sindia, confirmed by the intelligence formerly conveyed to me by 
Mr. David Anderſon, of meſſengers continually paffing between them through Cheyte Sing; 
and by letters I have intercepted, it is certain Almaſs has withdrawn his family and effects from 
Lucknow, and that Zime Ulabdeen, one of his principal Naibs, has ſecured a retreat at Colpey 
For his family. ; | | 77 75 


Vou will oblige me with your ſentiments on theſe matters, and a cemmunication of fach facts 
as may have come to your knowledge. 25 | 


— x_____ 


0 EXTRACT from Lieut, James Anderſon's Letter, dated January 18th, 1784. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the goth inſtant ; although I am no ſtranger to 
the public reports which have ſo generally prevailed of late concerning” Altmaſsy's intention of 
quitting the Vries daminions, and ſeeking refuge in this camp, yet the whole tenor of Sindi's 
conduct in s politicaF connection with the Eriglifh, having been ſuch as to warrant the moſt 
perfect confidence in his good faith, I have never fuppoſed that he would yield him protect ion, in 
virtual breach Ef # ſpecific article of the treaty, The circumſtances, however, mentioned in 
your lettet, without ſhaking. my confidence in Mahajee Sindia, Were, I conceivedh fufßcient 
grounds for my taking ſome ſteps to remove appearances of ſo 7 I hinted 
therefore, privately-to Bow cry the univerſal prevalence of theſe reports; and though J af. 
fured him, from a thorough con viction of the ſtability of Sindie's friendſhip, I had never ſaffered 
them to make any impreſſion on me, yet J ſuggeſted to him the propriety of giving me ſome 
ſurances to prevent the bad effects of the general belief. Bow Buckſey gave me the ſtronge al- 
furances that Sindia had never offered him protection, and moſt affuredly would not 1 10 
him im violation of his ft iendſhip to the Engliſh, and their ally the Vizier, in calls Re ſhould 20. 
tempt to come Here; Theſe aſfurances he has ſinee repeated to me in the name of Sindis, adding, 

that it was Sindia's intention to write immediately to Gungader Baba, prohibiting himm de Trae 
Almaſs or his famiby under his pretetion. . - 52 | e 
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Tree. Bxtradts, | , Len Jp * 
The, Is © (Signed) IAS ANDERSO® 
True Copies of the Encloſure in tlas J 4. | t But 
Gosernor Generals Letter to tile 


Board, dated 20 June, 1784. 


E. Hay, Sec. ed 


(163) 


Mo Agreed, That the following lettter be written to Colonel James Morgan. 

| Colonel James Morgan, commanding the ad Brigade. | 

TIT 9 Ty FY ' $5 : G 
2 Sir X f CAT Jn 92 9 LEA Fug . = — * 
6 Almaſs Ally Cawn having been charged with having entertained a deſign of rebelling againſt the 
Nabob Vizier, and of ſeizing the artillery at Cawnpore during the interval of the relief vf the 
brigades, about the cloſe of laſt year, we deſire that you will inform us whether. any thing 
paſſed within your knowledge and obſeryation, which appeared to have a relatian to fuch 4 defign, 

ro E it. 8 hs ö N 

" Fort William, ht We ate, Ne. 
Secret Department, | 
* 13th July 1784. 


Agreed, That the following letter be written to the Honourable the Governor General. 
Honor : -hle Sir, | | 

We een honoured with your two letters of the 20th June, and one dated the 27th of the 

ſame uw. u. : 


The Accountant at Lucknow has tranſmitted to us the accounts between the Vizier and the 
Company, adjuſted to the 3iſt of May: we ſent them to the Accountant General, and deſired 
him to deliver his report on them; he has done ſo in conſequence, and we have the honour to 
encloſe a copy of it. We beg leave to ſubmit to you what the Accountant General ſuggeſts in 
it, with reſpect to charging to the V izier's debit the expence of the two Ruſlalahs of cavalry 
which returned with the Bombay detachment, and are now ſtationed at Cawnpore and Futtyghur, 
and to requeſt, that when you have agreed with the Nabob upon the monthly ſum at which 1 is 
Excellency ſhould be charged for theſe troops, from the time they croſſed the Jumna, you will 
be pleaſed to inform us of it. ? 


A reſolution having been paſſed by Government, on the 24th June 1782, that his Excellency 
the Vizier ſhould receive credit for half the original coſt of the horſes belonging to the regiments 
of cavalry, which were formerly ſtationed in his dominions, beyond the line of guarantee, but 
were lately returned within the provinces, we have agreed to credit the Vizier at the ſame rate 
for 524 horſes belonging to the iſt regiment of cavalry, detached on the ſervice to the weſt of 
India, ſuppoſmg, from the accounts of the Paymaſter to the late Bombay detachment, that the 
regiment conſiſted of that number when it was ſent on ſervice; and we requeſt that you will do 
us the honour of acquainting his Excellency the Vizier with this intention, and giving the neceſ- 
ſary directions on this ſubject to the Accountant at Lucknow. 


We beg leave to ſubmit! to you, whether it would not be proper to alter the directions which 
you have given to Mr. Wombwell, to adjuſt and ſettle his aceounts at the end of every month, 
with the acting miniſter of the Vizier, and to interchange them under their reſpective ſeals and 
Tgnatures, by ordering that ſuch interchange ſhould not be final, until the accounts have been 
examined and. reported on by the Accountant General at the Preſidency, to whom they are tranſ- 
mitted monthly, and: received the approbation of the Board; as ſuch examination and approval 
may have the good effect of correcting any errors that may accidentally be committed in the 
accounts, and prevent references to Government, om occaſions which may be diſputed by the 
lzier's minifter, after the accounts have been interchanged, in fo formal a manner as is in- 
tended between him and the Accountant at Lucknow. 


In conformity. to the deſire expreſſed in the ſecond letter which you have favoured us with, 
under date the 20th ultimo, we-have called upon Colonel Morgan for his information in 4 * 
to the deſign of Almaſs Ally Cawn, by ſtating to him the ſame queſtion that you have ſtated to 
Colonel Ironſide and Colonel Sir John Cumming. | 


We have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 


Agreed, , Signed E. W. 
| | J. MP. 
J. 8. 


J. Er 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 29th Fuly, 1184. 
The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from the Accountant at Lucknoy, 


Sir, 


I requeſt : ill do me the fayour of laying before the Board the accompanying Treaſu 
4 Nibob Viziers accounts for the Bol he June 1784. I have alſo the pleaſure to im 
Mr. Lepercet's draft on Mr. J. Prinſep of 8 June, in favour of the Governor General and Council, 

Sa R „ - 15,000 | A 
Dt ; - Do. 1ſt July 15;000 


Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 
15 July, 1784. (Signed) J. WOMBWELI, Acc. 
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Ordered, That copies of the foregoing accounts be ſent to the Accomptant General for his 
information. * ESA : 5 * | xt 


"EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 27th Fuly 1784. 
Read the following letter from Colonel James Morgan. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I am now honoured, by your letter of the 13th current, and in reply to it I beg leave to refer 
you to my letter of the 16th December laſt, addreſſed to your Honourable Board, on the ſubject 
of Almaſs Ally Cawn, and to my letter to Mr. Briſtow, copy of which was encloſed to you in 
my letter above-mentioned ; and I beg leave to refer you likewiſe to a letter of the ſame date, 
which I fent to the commander in chief relating to the ſame ſubject, and which, as he informed 
me, was laid befote you, hel LS, | 


As my ſentiments regarding Almaſs's diſpeſition and intentions are contained and expreſſed 
fully in the above-cited letters, 1 have nothing to add now upon the ſubject. 


But permit me to obſerve to your Honourable Board, that had I entertained the flighteſt ſuſpi- 
cions of Almaſs's being diſaffected, or having ſiniſter deſigns, I ſhould not have left any thing to 
chance, but ſhould haveremained at Cawnpore till the third brigade arrived there, 


Calcutta, Frag I have the honour to be, &c. 
15th July 1784. T (Signed) JAMES MORGAN, 
Coll commanding 2d brigade, . 
Ordered; That Mr. Briſtow be directed to inform the Board whether, during his Reſidence at 
Lucknow, he had any other reaſons than thoſe which he communicated-to the Board, for ſuſpect- 
ing the fidelity of Almaſs Ally Cawn to his Excellency the Nabob Vizier. * 
| * | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Fort William, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 2 
1. As the Honourable Board ſeemed unable to reconcile the propriety or neceſſity of the 
"_ which on the 13th inſtant I had the honour to propoſe to them, with the annotation which 
the Accomptant at Lucknow has fubfixed to the Vizier's monthly account current, in obedience 
to the 2d article of the inſtructions, which on the gth March laſt I recommended ſhould be tranſ- 
mitted to him, it becomes neceſſary for me to explain thoſe circumſtances which have been ſince 
made known to me, which rendered that deviation from the original propoſition which I made to 
the Board on this ſubject, which may be obſerved on comparing the queſtion ſubmitted to them 
on the 13th inſtant, with the inſtructoins tranſmitted to the Accomptant at Lucknow. 


2, Colonel Charles Morgan having, in his-general orders of the 1 3h December 1782, of which 
a copy accompanied my letter to the Board of the 24th February 1784, intimated that the Canda- 
bar chief, Abdul Rehman Cawn, was permitted to drauglit ſuch horſes as he might require for the 
ice of the corps under his command, after the Reſſallahs were compleated at the rate allowed 
by the Nabob Vizier, of 250 rupees for each horſe. A therefore concluded, that as there had not 
deen any credit given by the Paymaſter to the Bombay detachment for the ſale of thoſe horſes, in 
any account which I had then received from him, that it might have been intended by Colonel 
Morgan to have been paſſed in account with the Vizier; in which caſe it is obvious, that a ſuit- 
able deduction would have been requiſite from the whole amount of the credit due to his Excel- 
lency for the horſes taken from him with the Bombay detachment, for what would have been in 
fact virtually returned to him; but having received from the military Paymaſter General a copy of 
a letter which had been written to him on this ſubject by Mr. Bayard, almoſt immediately after 
his return to Calcutta, which proving that the horſes taken by the Candahars had not been 
draughted by them in the manner preſcribed by Colonel Morgan's orders of the 13th December 
1732, but that 151 of them had been purchaſed by theſe at public outcry, to the amount of ſo- 
naut rupees 21,155, With which the Paymaſter bad charged himſelf in his account for the month 
of Auguſt 83 (but lately received). I therefore concluded, that if any credit was to be given to 
his Excellency for the horſes taken with the Bombay detachment, it ſhould be for the whole 
amount of the value of theſe ; and as I was not poſſeſſed of any ſpecific order or CE from Be 
onourable 
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6. It appears by the return for the month of November 1982, that there were 473 horſes muſ- 


her of horſes neceſſary for forming their reſpective reſſullahs (which I conclude, from the return 
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Honourable Board, which could enable me to appreciate theſe, I requeſted to know whether 1 
"might extend the rule adopted by them on the 24th June 1782, for valuing the horſes with dhe 
2d and 3d regiments of cavalry, when theſe were withdrawn from his ſervice, to thoſe with the iſt, 
-when the latter were taken with the Bombay detachment. 


3. I truſt that this explanation will obviate any incongruity which may appear between the ſpirit 
of the queſtion ſubmitted by me to the Board on the 13th inſtant, and the obedience which has 
been paid to the 2d.article of the inſtructions which were, in-conſequence of my recommendation, 
tranſmitted to-the Accomptant at Lucknow, 8 


4. In my letter to the Board of the iſt April, I fuggeſted the appre henſions which I then enter- 
tained of not being able to obtain any preciſe or accurate information reſpecting the number of 
thele borſe, for which his Excellency Gould be credited; and although the military ſecretary, in 
obedience to the Honourable Board's order, ſubmitted tome many of the monthly returns that had 
been tranſmitted by the officers commanding the detachment, and the acting Adjutant General 
furniſhed me with an extract from others, I perceived ſo many contradictions between the aumbers 
ſtated by ſome of theſe, and thoſewhich, from a compariſon of the caſualties and new purchaſes 
made, it ſhould ſeem that they ought to have ſtated, that I was neceſſitated to infer, that the 
number for which his Excellency hould have credit, might be ſtated agreeably to what was charged 
for, as the pay of thoſe with the detachment, in the rf. month after:ts departure from the Owde 
province; and although I cannot conceive that the military Paymaſter General, who will have 
to adjuſt the account of theſe horſes on the books of his department, will not effect this with the 
utmoſt circumſpection, a circumſtance which ſhould ſeem to preclude the neceſſity of any ad- 
verting minutely to matters that may hereafter be more immediately within his official concern 
than mine, yet there are ſome circumſtances which occurred to me on an examination oftheſe re- 

turns, which it might be:deemed incumbent on me to point out to the Honourable Board for their 
immediate information, theſe I hall now ſtate, 


g. It appears, from the accounts of the Paymaſter to the Bombay detachment, for the month of 
May 1778 that there were 524 horſes with this detachment when it marched from Futty Ghur: 
The Paymaſter, in a letter to the military Paymaſter General, dated 14th May 1484, acquaiots 
him that no purchaſes were made to ſupply the caſualties in the firſt regiment of cavalry, until the 
year 1782, when Major Hawkins, by General Goddard's order, provided three hundred horſes, 
— which, at five hundred rupees each, he received one lack and fifty thouſand rupees; and that 
in December 1782 the regiment was reduced by Colonel Morgan, and part of it formed into two 
reſſullahs; that the remaining horſes were ſold at outery in the camp at Surat to the Candahar 
corps, and the officers and followers of the army; one hundred and fifty one of theſe horſes were 
ſold to the former, for Surat rupees 21,155, and ſixty- ſix tothe latter for 9,032, and that for both 
of theſe ſums credit had been given in his account current for the month of Auguſt 1783. 


tered on the Jaſt of that month, and upon the extract of Colonel Morgan's general orders of the 
13th Necember 1782, that Lientenants Welſh and Ramſey were permitted to dravght the num- 


of the reſſullahs, to be 232) for which, by thoſe orders, they were to be held reſponſible to the 
Honourable Company in the average purchaſe of 300 rupees (of what ſpecie not mentioned) for 
each horte, until the approbation of the Honourable the Supreme Council ſhould be obtained: 
Whether this matter was referred to the Honourable Board and received their ſanction, or an 
other determination paſſed thereon, is a matter which I muſt leave to their ſecretaries to point 
out; it may however be thought proper that I ſhall obſerye to the Honourable Board, that 1 u- 
derſtand that thele horſes have not yet been paid for. 5 VE | 


7. Had Colonel Morgan ſubmitted to the Honourable Board the account promiſed them in his 
letter dated 234 March 84, it might have afforded ſome information reſpecting the difference be⸗ 
4ween the number of horſes diſpoſed of and thoſe borne upon the return on the laſt day of No. 
vember 1782; but as he has left Bengal without tranſmitting this account, I would recom 
to the Honourable Beard to direct application to be made to Captains Welſh and Ramley, who 
now command the two reſſullahs fotmed from the late 1ft regiment of cayalry, for an explanation 
of this difference. 5 9 i 


Fort William, I T have the Honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Accomptaat General's Office, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
the 20th July 1784, : Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


| | | (Signed) W. LARKINS, 
Atrue Copy. E. Hay, Secy. 55 wh . 4 


Acct n. : 
EXTRACT 


( 169 ) 


2. On this day our Secretary laid before us a letter which he had received from the Aecomyt- 
ant at Lucknow, with ſundry accounts, by which it appeared that his Excellency the Vizier 
was indebted to the Company, on the z1| of May, in the ſum of fyzabad 16 ſun ficca rupees 


$243.891+ 6. | 


4. A letter is recorded from the Accomptant General, in which he delivers his report upon 
the accounts received from Lucknow—it attends you a number in this diſpatch. We have alſo 
the honour to encloſe a copy of a letter which we received from the Governor General under date 
the 20th June, in reſpeCt to theſe accounts; and a copy of our reply to it. The Governor Ge- 


Briſtow, your late Reſident at Lucknow, againſt Almaſs Ally Cawn ; and conceiving that the 
faireſt and beſt way of coming at the truth of theſe matters, was to take the evidence of ſuch gen- 
tlemen as were capable, from ſituation, of giving him the moſt authentic information, he applied 
to Colonel Ironſide, Colonel Sir Jon ming, and Lieutenant James Anderſon, copies of 
whoſe letters, together with the Governor General's to them, he tranſmitted to us. The Gover- 
nor General at the ſame time ſubmitted tous the propriety of calling upon Colonel, James Morgan, 
who lately commanded your troops in the field, and was now at the preſidency, - his informa- 
tion, by putting the ſame queſtzon to him that had been put to Colonel Ironſide and Colonel Sir 
John Cumming We acceded to the Governor General's deſire, and ſent the tollowing queſtion 


to Colonel Morgan for his reply to it: 


« 5. Almaſs VT Cawn having been charged, with having entertained a deſign of rebelling 
« againft the Nabob Vizier his maſter, and of ſeizing the artillery at Cawnpore, during the in- 
< terval of the relief of the brigades, about the cloſe of laſt year, we dere that you will inform 
« us, whether any thing paſſed within your knowledge or obſeryation which appeared to have a 
« relation to ſuch a deſign, or to prove it.“ - . | 


18, A letter is received-from the Accomptant General explanatory of the queſtions which he 
propoſed forthe Benrd's deciſion on them, on the 19th inſtant, in reſpect to the accounts with his 
Excellency the Vizier. The enquiry recommended by the Accomptant General to be made of 
Captains Welch and Ramſay, in reſpect to the ſale of the horſes belonging to the cayalry of your 
detachment which lately returned from the Weft of India, was immediately ordered. 


22, By the Nabob Vizier's account with the Honourable Company, recorded alſo on thisday's 
proceedings, it appears that his ExceHency's debt to the Company amounted to the ſum of fyra- 
bad fun ſicca rupees 54, 02, 662. 4. 4, on the zoth of luſt June. | MESA. 


24. Colonel James Morgan has acquainted us, in reply to our letter to him on the 13th, that he 
entertained no ſuſpicions of the defigns of Almaſs Ally Cawn to ſeize on the cantonments at 
Cawnpore about Chriſtmas laſt, and to throw off his allegiance to the Vizier; and having referred 
usto his letter of the 16th December 1783 for his ſentiments of the rumour which then prevailed 
that ſuch were Almaſs's intentions, we afterwards called on Mr. Briſtow, to inform us whether, 
during his reſidence at Lucknow, he had any other reaſons than thoſe which he communicated 
to us for ſuſpecting the fidelity of Almaſs Ally Cawn to the Nabob Vizier. 

66. In reply to our orders of the 27th ultimo to Mr. Briſtow, that gentleman acquainted us, 
that he had no other reaſons for ſuſpecting the fidelity of Almaſs Ally Cawn, than thoſe com- 
municated to us in his letters of Auguſt 30, 1783, October 4, November g and 11, December 13 
20 and 22, and January 6 and 11, 1784, which are already before your Honourable Court : 
Tranſcripts of theſe letters, and of Colonel Morgan's letter recorded on our proceedings of the 
27th ultimo, haye been tranſmitted to the Governor General. 


—_— 1 — 


— 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 11th Auguſt 1184. 
Read the following letter from Mr. Briſtow, 


Tothe Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the Supreme 
| Council, at Fort William. 
Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your commands of the 27th ultimo, and in 


reply beg leave to inform you, that I had no other reaſons for ſuſpecting the fidelity of Almaſs 
OL, IV, Uu | $ Ally 


neral informed us, under the ſame date, that he had inquired into the charges preferred by Mr. 


[ 170 1 


Ally Cawn during my reſidence at Ode, than thoſe I have already ces to your «Bo. 


nourable Board, —I —_ the liberty to refer to my correſpondence at Large on a uy and in 
particular to my letters of the following dates: „ 


5th Motels I 782, 
30th Auguſt 1 28; 3, 


ach October 
gth November Do. 
iith Do, Do. 
13th December Do. 
 2oth Do. Do. 
22d Do, Do. 
6th . 1784, 
11th Do. 


L have the Honour to be, with 
the hi ighef Reſpect, 


entlemen, 
Fort William, ; - Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
th Auguſt 1784. | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


Agreed, That a copy of the 8 letter, and of that from Colonel James Morgan on 
the {ame ſubject recorded on the proceedings of the 27th ultimo, be tranſmitter to the Governor 
General. 


= * XTRACT 7 of Bengal Secret Conſultations 24th gau 1784. | 
| The 1 lays before the Board che following letter from the Accomprnt at «Lino, 


7 f and the accounts hgh in it, 


}: * F e 


'To Edward Hay, Eh Sebi e riots! 10 abba 


; 'Sir, 5 25 Ny ' . . 1 1 2 , = 13 
LI requeſt you will do me the Eavour'of yi ng before the — Board the \reconpayi 
Treafury and Nabob Vizier's accounts for the month of July. # 


' 
: 


have che 1 . — to be, 
Accomptant's Office, "2; 1 
_ Lucknow, 7th Auguſt 1784. Vour moſt obedient, 3 
1 55 Humble Servant, | 
(Signed) 1 WOMBWELL, 


Accountant, 7, 
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(173. 
Ordered, That copies of the foregoing atceount be font to the Accountant General. 
Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 26th Auguft 1784. 


Reap the following letter from the Honourable the Governor General, 
Lucknow, 13th Auguſt 1784. 


To Edward Wheler, Eſquire, &c. Council, Fort William. 
Gentlemen | x | ART? | 2. 
I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 1 3th Ulte, accompanying - a report from the 
Accountant General. | 


have communicated to the Nabob Vizier the method propoſed by the Accountant General 
for ſettling the amount to be brought to his credit on account of the horſes withdrawn from the 
temporary brigade, and ſent on ſetiee with the late Bombay detachment, and I have directed the 
Accountant at this ſtation to conform to it, in adjuſting the account betwixt the Honourable 
Company and the Vizier for the preſent month. 


It appears, from a letter which I have received from the Nahob Vizier in anſwer to the one 
which I wrote to him by the Jate Reſident of Jovr deſire of keeping up the two Roſſallahs of 
cavalry, lately returned from the Weſt of India, at the ſtations of Cawnpore and Futty Ghur, 
and conſequently that his approbation of the matter was neither aſked nor obtained; _ thele 
circumſtances, Gentlemen. I feel a reluQtance in propoſing to the Vizier to admit the charge of 
theſe Roſſallahs in his accounts. The expence with which his Excellency is already charged has 
accumulated to ſo large a ſum, that it is only from the greateſt and moſt hearty exertions of his 
miniſters, that I expect it can poſſibly. be liquidated within the term which has been preſcribed. 
In fact the reſources of this count ry are inadequateeven to the incumbrance which is now upon 
them—to increaſe it by charging his Excellency with the expence of two additional corps, which 
were never required or confented to, and which we ourſelves muſt be ſenſible are not neceſſary 
for the — of his dominions, would in my opinion be equally inconſiſtent with policy and 
juſtice, By increaſing the difliculties we may leſſen the zeal of his miniſters; by adyancing 
claims which at beſt are liable to diſpute, we may prejudice the recovery of thoſe to which our 
right has been admitted; and by over-ſtraining our exactions from this country, we may reduce 
it to a ſtate of poverty, and render its dependence on us a burthen, inſtead of a ſource of relief to 
the Company. If this claim is to be made, it muſt be on the plea of conveniency to the Company 
alone, and not on the grounds of any treaty, or even of mutual expediency, or even of euſſom. 
And if this plea ſhould be admitted,” what ſecurity will the Vizier poſſeis againft the extenſion of 
ſuch uncertain claims ?—he may. apprehend that at a future period we may find it equally con- 
rer to charge him with the expence of an additional brigade, or of our whole military 
eſtabliſnment. N | | 


think it neceſſary to explain to you, Gentlemen, that the method which I have directed Mr. 
Wombwell to adopt, in adjuſting the accounts betwixt the Company and the Nabob Vizier, 
at the end of every menth, is not intended to preciude any corrections which may afterwards be 
made by the Board, or the Accountant General at Calcutta; it is inended to be an adjuſtment 
only with the Accountant at this ſtation, in order that the Vizier and his miniſters may know 
from time to time, ſo far as depends on him, the flate of their account with the Company; the 
neceſſity of this meaſure cannot be more ſtrongly pointed out than by referring your attention to 
the irregularity ſo ſtrongly exemplified in the tate in which I found the accounts at the time of 
my arrival, when the Vizier knowing that about 33 lacks had been collected by the late Reſident 
during the ſix months preceding his recall, imagined that ſo much ſhould have been brought to 


his credit with the Company, but on enquiry found that only 19 lacks had been inſerted in his 
accounts, 


Lucknow, | TI have the Honour to be, &c. &c. | 
13th Auguſt 1784. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter be ſent to Mr. Briſtow, and that he be deſired to 
acquaint the Board why he did not intimate to his Excellency the V izier the Board's wiſh, that 
the two Roſſallahs of cavalry which returned with the detachment from the Weſt of India 
wht be kept up at the ſtations of Cawnpore and Futty Ghur. 


XR x | | Ordered. 


(174%) 


Ordered alſo, That Mr. Briſtow be required to ſend an immediate reply to the papers tranc. 
- mitted to him under date the iſt of laſt month, and with it a full explanation of the charges which 
remain to be accounted for as mentioned in the Governor GeneraPs letter of the 14th June, and 


its encloſures, reciting the authorities on which ſuch explanation is founded, 


—— * 


„— —_— — 


| EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, ad Oftober 1784. 
The following jetter from the Accountant at Lucknow was received on the I;th Ultimo, and 
the bill which came incloſed in it was immediately ſent to the ſub-treaſurer: : 

To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. | 
Sir, 2 oY | 


I have the honour to tranſmit his Excellency the Nabob Vizier's account with the Honourable 
the Governor General and council, and my treaſury account for the month of Auguſt 1784. 


You will alſo pleaſe to receive the encloſed draught of Mr. Percuet on Mr. John Prinſep of 5th- 


Auguſt, for Calcutta Sa Rs 15,000 


Accomptant's Office, have the Honour to be, &c. &c. &c. . 
Lucknow, 4th Sept* 1784. (Signed) J. WOMB WELL, Acc: 


Ordered, That the Accounts encloſed in the above letter be entered in the Appendix. | 
Read the following letter from the Accomptant at Lucknow : 
To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 


Sir, | | | | 
I requeſt you will do me the favour of laying before the Honourable Board the accompanying 


| y 
abſtracts of my treaſury account from the iſt of February to the 3! of Auguſt 1784, and of the 


Nabob V izier's account from the iſt June to 31 Auguſt 1784. 


. Acct" Office, I have the Honour, &c. | 998 
Lucknow, 17th Septr 1784. 7 (Signed) J. WOMBWELL, Ace. 


Ordered, That copies of the accounts encloſed in the foregoing letter. be ſent to the Accomptant 


General, and that the originals be entered in the appendix. . be 


, or laſt Day of the Fuſlelly Year 1 191 
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EXTRACT of | Bengal Secret Conſultations, 2d.Oftcber,, 1783. 
Read the following Letter from the Governor General, dated Lucknow, 26th Auguſt, 1484. 


Having accompliſhed, to my own ſatisfad ĩon, the objects ſor which I: viſited this capital by 
your authority, I ſhall depart from hence on my return to-morrow.; of which. intention I judge 


it proper to give you this notice, and with the firſt leiſure that I may have after my departure, | 


will tran{mit:to you a detail of the arrangements which have been adopted for the ſecurity, and re- 
gular diſcharge of the Vizier's debt to the Company. | * 


— 2 en: ah 


Conſultation, 81h October, 1784. Rs 
Je” Benares, 20th Sept. 1784. 


To Edward: Wheler, Eſquire, &c. Council, Fort Wiliiam. 


Gentlemen, | ; | 
1 avail myſelf of the firſt leiſure which has been afforded me ſince my departure from Luck- 


now, to adviſe you of the progreſs and cloſe of my proceedings at that capitilh and the ſtate of 
your claims on the Nabob Vizier. | 


You will be pleaſed to recollect, that on the 25th December laſt the Board agreed to the re- 


moval of Mr. Briſtow, and to the ſuſpenſion of his offiee, upon the expreſs conditions that the 


Nabob "Jizier would engage to-diſcharge the whole amount of his arrears and growing debt to the . 


Company in the courſe of that and the enſuing Fuſſuflee year, ending on the 20th Auguſt 1785 
that he would produce the ſecurity of creditable ſhroffs for the ſame; and that I would bear the 


vhole reſponſibility for the rectitude of the meaſure. That theſe conditions having been per- 
formed, and the Nabob having further ſolicited the aid of my preſence at Lucknow, for the con- 


firmation -of his authority, and for the conſtruction of fuch arrangements as might be — 

to enſure the complete execution of bis engagements, I, with the authority of the Board, departed 

_ the Preſidency on the 17th of February, and arrived at Lucknow on the 2th of the month 
uing. = | 


I found the ſeaſon of collection already paſt, and a long interval approaching of total inertion : 
This was a circumſtance which I ſhould have much regretted; bad I fought only to gain an oſten- 
ſible credit from the inftant acquiſition of large payments on my firſt ontſet. But my objects 
were of a more permanent kind, and, if I may be allowed to apply ſuch a term to acts reflective 
on my own credit, of a more liberal principle. Thoſe objects were theeefold ; firſt, ta obtain the 
complete diſcharge of the arrears and growing deht of the Nabob V izier to the Company, within 


the ſtipulated period of the enſuing year; ſecondly, to aſſiſt in putting his finances in ſuch a ſtate 


38 ſhould enable him, with eaſe, to acquit himſelf of the faxed monthly engagements as they be- 
came due, and to poſſefs a ſufficiency in reſerve for the neceſſary claimsof his own adminiſtration ; 


and the third, and not Jeaſt effential to the intereſts and honour of our Government, to fix him 
in the independent poſſeſſion of his own dominion, by precluding, as the conſequence of the two 


ſormer, every plea for the exerciſe of a double authority in the interference of a Britiſh agent. 


Upon the ſame principle I applied the ſums which the laſt ſaanty payments of the collections, 
and the vdluntary contribution af Almaſs Ally Cawn, enabled the acting miniſter to pay into 
your treafury at Lucknow, to the diſcharge of the heavy arrears due, and running on, with the 
hazard of the moſt licemtious conſequenees to the brigade, and other diviſions of the army ſta- 
toned within thee provinces, an remittances to Bombay, made with your expreſs concurtence, 
and in.ofcial diſburſements, not unaware. of the diſtrelſes which the commerce of the Preſidency 
Uſinet. from the ſcareity of current ſpecie, nor of the eclat which I. might have perſonally de- 
Tved\from-a-tran{portation.of the whole or a large portion of the amount in treaſure to Calcutta, 
Ihoutd have ſuppreſſed this intimation, which is foreign from the immediate purpoſe. of this let- 
der, hat / it not brem privately ſuggeſted to. me, that. I had diſappointed the popular expectation by 
not adopting tte policy wWhich 1 Hall, on the conceptien of better grounds, rejected. 


The points which ſolicited my earlieſt attention, were the formation of the ſettlement of the 
Wranching> year, and the frtrehehnnent of: 6xpences. The latter, à work in itſelf of great deli- 
wy nd, tion, dernde Eſent ial lyon the former; andabat on contingencies which impoſed 

* on 
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on me the mortification of ſuffering a long and indefinite term to paſs in ſuſpence and inaction, 
before it could poſſibly be undertaken. Ihe public revenue had declined, with the failure of the 
cultivation, in three ſucceſſive years, and all the ſtores of grain which the providence of the 
huſbandmen had, as. I am informed it is their cuſtom, in defiance of the vigilance of their Aumils, 
clandeſtine!y reſerved for their own uſe, were of courſe exhauſted ; and another year of dearth, 
which the habit of repeated diſappointment had taught the people to expect, would have proved no 


Jeſs fatal to the population than to the actual collections. In this ſtate of apprehenſion no man of 


credit would ac:ept of a charge of the collections on poſitive engagement. It was therefore ne- 
ceſſary to wait the commencement of the ſeaſon in which the rains uſually fall, before any ſteps 
could. be taken in the enſuing ſettlement nor was it till the roth of July that the rain hegan to 
fall. From that date to the cloſe of the laſt month, it has been almoſt inceſſant, and the expec- 
tations of all men are raiſed to the production of a more abundant harveſt than any that has been 
known in the courſe of many paſt years. The miniſter, aided by this providential bleſſing, has 
concluded a ſettlement with men whom he has reported to me to have been ſelected from ſuperior 
knowledge and reſponſibility, and whom I believe generally to merit his report of them, for a 
period of five ana ſome of fix years, on an encreaſing Jumma, viz. 


„ ---Jumma 1192 — — 2, 0, 65,639 13 0 
1193 N — 2,544,590, 504 3 

1194 — — 2,66, 05,326 6 3 

119 — — 28,87, 11,326 6 3 

. my —. . 3,06,93,035 10 9 


The encloſure, No. 1, contains an eſtimate, taken at a large allowance, of the whole of theNa- 


bob's debt ſor the year 1192; and, No. 2, the proviſion made and agreed for the complete diſ- 


charge of it by monthly kiſtbundy or inſtalments, 


Though it is unneceſſary to enter into a detail of my tranſactions, ſince theſe have no other re- 
lation to the intereſts of the Company than in their final effect, yet there is one condition of the 
ſettlement of which you ought to be apprized, as it eſſentially connects the confirmation of the 
iettlement itſelf with the intereſts of the Company: The Aumils demanded that a clauſe ſhould 
he inſerted in their engagements, that they. were to be in full force for the complete term ot their 
leaſes, provided that no toreign authority was exerciſed over them; or, in other words, that the.r 
_ engagements were to ceaſe whenever they ſhould be interrupted in their functions by the interfe- 
* rence of an Englith agent. This requiſition was officia'ly notified to me by the ating miniſter, 
and reſerred to me in form by the Nabob Vizier for my previous conſent to it: J encouraged it, 
and I gave my aſſent to it. For the particulars of this tranſaRtion I refer you to my correſpondence 


with the Nabob V izier upon the tubject in the encloſure, No. 5 


The account, No. 4, compriſes the ſtate of the Nabob Vizier's debt at the cloſe of the laſt 
year, and completes the information which I have'profefied to communicate of the ſtate of this 
concern. From this account you will obſerve that the Vizier has fulfilled his engagement down 
to the time of. my departure from Lucknow; and that the balance due from him to the Company, 
which at the end of January laſt ſtood, in the books of the Accountant General of Fort William, 
at current rupees 72,95, 656. 4. 7, was reduced, at the end of Auguſt, to Sa Rs 38, 44,930. 9, in- 
cluding the ſum ot Sa Rs 19,00,44t. 11. 5, charged to the Nabob's debit, in conformity to the 
books of the Accountant General. 10 | e i e 


In the eſtimate, No. 1, J have ſtruck out the charge of the detachment commanded by Colonel 
Sir john Cummings, from the iſt ſanuary 1785, the Nabob having a ſecond: time remonſtr 


ag2init its continuance >, both as being unneceſſary, and a burthen which the impoveriſhed ſtate of 


his revenue could not bear, and therefore required that it ſhould be wholly withdrawn; I have for 
theſe reaſons given my aſſent to it, and have left a written order to that effect iu the hands of: Major 
Palmer, to be tranſmitted to Colonel Cummings as ſoon as an adequate force ſhall. have been pro 
vided for the defence of that frontier by detachments from the Nabob's own battalions. The re- 
lief, whenever it takes place, may lead to a ſaving in our own expences, hy the further reduction 
of the army; for I muit revert on this occaſion to the opinion which I have: had occaſion more 
than once before to declare, that the Company will gain nothing by the continuance of the de- 
tachment at the Navob's charge, in its preſent ſtation, ſince he has not the means of defraying 5 
and whether it remains on account of the Cc mpany, or be continued to {well the Nabob $- 70 
an accumulating debt which he cannot pay, its effects on the Company's funds will-;prove-t 
fare, while it holds out a deception to the public, and furniſhes a plea for tlie future afurpation 
of the fovereignty of the country, and the private embezzlement of its tteaſures. 


In the other diſburſements of the Nabob Vizier, both perſonal and public, conſiderable favinge 
Have been made: but theſe would have proved inſuſficient to fulfil the Nabob's engagementy W | 


** 


i . 


i 


2 =O 8 > .D& 


11 
out other expedients. The Begums, and the Nabob Sala Jung, to whom their jagheers have been 
reſtored, conformably to the Company's orders, and more ſo to the inclinations of the Nabob Vi- 
zier, (who went to F yzabad for the expreſs purpoſe of making a reſpectful tender of them in per- 
ſon to the Begums) have made a voluntary conceſſion of a large portion of their reſpective ſhares ; 
and the Nabob Saadut Ally Cawn has been required to ſubmit, but I will not ſay voluntarily, to 
a tax of one lack of his allotted income, not ſo much for.the increaſe which ſo ſmall a ſum would 
make to the public treaſury, as to preclude the juſt cauſe of offence which might have been taken 
at his being partially exempted, The miniſters have in like manner contributed their ſhare of 
relief, by the reſignation of three-fourths of their ruſſoom or commiſſion of office. The like 
conceſſion was made by them in the adjuſtment of the laſt year's accounts, to the amount of ſe- 
ven lacks, deducted from the full ſum of their commiſſion, which was 9,98, 519 rupees. In both 
inflances the ſacrifice was entirely ſpontaneous, and even unſolicited, The difference which yet 
remained to complete the payments of the year, has been provided for by an accommodation 
with the ſhroffs, and may be conſidered as an anticipatien of the next year's income, which, if 
the ſyſtem which has been thus far happily eſtabliſhed remains unmoleſted, it will eaſily bear. | 


» 


| have a ſingular pleaſure in adding, that J have received the ſtrongeſt aſſurances from the Na- 
bob himſelf of his determination to abide by the late arrangement; and have equal ground to | 
expect every degree of ſupport which can be given to it by the influence of the firſt characters of 
his family, who are all warmly and zealouſly intereſted in the event of it, 


To conclude ; I have thus far attained the objects of my miſſion, and provided, in the means | 
and courle of one year, for the complete diſcharge of a debt which has been the accumulation of 
many, notwithſtanding the difficulties which I have had to ſurmount, in the Jaſting effects of the 
failure of the natural rains in the three preceding years, and in ſtill worſe, from a cauſe which | 
created a total ſuſpenſion of all the ſprings of Government during the courſe of the laſt, 


I reſerve my final report, and other obſervations upon it, to the period of my departure from 
this place. | OL | 7 


have already adviſed you of my departure from Lucknow on the 27th ultimo. The Nabob 
Vizier accompanied me ſome ſtages of my journey by land, and was with difficulty diſſuaded from 
proceeding with me to Benaris, having provided boats for his conveyance. The Prince is here, 
and will, I fear, prove a cauſe of my detention beyond the term required by the ſettlement of this 
province, which you have been pleaſed to entruſt to my charge, and of which little remains to 
complete it; nor will this delay be wholly unſerviceable to my late tranſactions at Lucknow, as 
| am ſtill near enough to attend to the firſl effects of their execution, and to interpoſe my influ- 
ence for the removal of any obſtructions to which they are or may be liable; but I do not appre- 
hend that my ſtay will exceed the middle of next 14 | | | 


I have the honour, &c. | 
(Signed) W. HASTINGS. 
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ESTI MATE of G s Demand againſt the Vizier, from the Iſt July 1584.20 the- 


End of Auguſt 1785. 


—— 6 „ 


| 4 | Lucknow ' Rupees, 
Balance due goth June 1784 — — — 21 e 4:3 3 
| Pg 
July. 
4 Subſidy — — — 430,000 oO © 
Mirza Saudit Ally — m — — 285,00 © 0 
Rohilla Stipend — =_ — 55131 8 00 
| | 460131 8 0 A 
Avguſt — — Re _ 400,131 8 © 
2 | 3,2295 4 3 | 
Deduct Amount paid in July and Auguſt — — 4,00, ooo Oo 0 | 
| $9,22,925 4 3 


Demand againſt the Vizier, calculated-to the end of Auguſt, September; | 


October, November, and December. 


Army Subſidy, for 4 months, at 4, 30, ooo per month - 17,20,000 © © | 
Mirza Saudet Ally, for 4 ditto, at 16,666 per month 66,664 0 © 
Rohilla ſtipend, 4 months, at 5,131. 8 per menth - - 20,526 © 0 


- 
a. LY 


18,097,292 0 0 


Demand againſt the Vizier, calculated to the end of December, nn 
Ls March, April, May, June, July, and Auguſt 1 78 57 Viz. 


N re Brigade, at 2,85,000, for 8 months = = 
Mirza Sander Ally, at 16,666, for 8 ditto - — 
Rohilla mn, at 55 31. 8 ditto ditto „ 


22 l 000 0 0 


1, 33,333 2 ©" 
41,052 © 0 


os fg to Abdul Rhemar' O corps, to goth Auguſt 1784. the intereſt on 


r. Frazer's bonds, from iſt July 1784 to goth Auguſt 1785, and in- 
tereſt on Gopaul Doſs's debt, &c. calculated at 


Total demand againſt the Visier, calculated to the 
ere 6.8 


end of Auguſt 1788 - - — : 


KISTBUNDES han 


. A WW c 4 r 1 
. 


——— yy Lads Ss. Co. D4.7..A06 


77,30, 217 4 3 


245,388 0 0 


3,715,397 1 3 


( 383 ) 
KITSBUNDEE, ſettled on the 26th of Bhaudon, anſwering to. the 26th of Auguſt, for 
ayment of the debt due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company, within the year 1194 


uſſullee. : 
— | - — — — - — 8 —— — 
In ready money — 1 9,00,000 © 0 
In bills — — — 10, oo, oO0 0 0 
: | — | 19, oo, 0 © o 
To be paid to the end of Coar — — — 5,00,000 © o 
| Cautic — — — 5500, 00 © © 
Augun — — — 8,00, õ % % © © 
To be paid to the end of Poos; viz. | | 
In money — — $,00,000 © o 
In bills on Surat and Calcatta — 15, o, ooo © o 
To be paid to the end of Mang _ — — 2 3,2 5, 0/0 ©. © 
Phaugon — — — — 3,25, 00 © © 
Cheyt — — — — 3,25,000 © © 
Byſaac — — — — 325,j0 © o 
To be paid to the end of Jeyt; vis. | 
In'mo — — — 25,000 © 0 
Bills on Surat and Calcutta — — 10,00,000 © © | | 
| —__ 1z. 25, 00 o o 
1 
Aſſar — — — — — — | 3255000 © © 
Sawun — — — — _— — 355, 00 © o 
Bhaudon. 1 
In mon — — — 3,25,000 © 0 
In bills en Surat or Calcutta -— '— 15,00,000 © © | | 
88 : c cog; wi 18, 25, 000 9 & 
Lucknow rupees 1 1,05,00,000 0 @ 


N. B. This is exclufive ot the ſum of 4, op, ooo ru - 
pees which had been paid in July and Au- 
| guſt, and was deducted from the Compa- 
ny's demand at the time when this Kiſt- 
bundee was ſetiled. By 


r * — —_— 


A true Copy. E. Hay, See. 


Received 25th Auguſt 1084. 


From his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier to the Honourable Governor General. 


Uſual introduction. 


The former circumſtances of my loſs of authority, the power of the Engliſh gentlemen over 


tie Aumils of my government, the derangement 


of my country, and the diſorders which on theſe 


«counts had pervaded the whole of my affairs, have been fully evident. No one had an oppor- 
ity of regulating my country, and mT officers endured various injuries and falſe accuſations, 


under conftant dread for their honour. 


ou have now, from your bounty and kindneſs, reſtored 


„ me my authority ayer my eguatry, and in this ſhort period of time the eaſe and ſecurity of the 
lic and the Aumils, and the order which has taken place in my country, are fully evident; 


Ve been 


Jou haye yourſelf beheld, and from your own bounty, every one paſſing his time in honour, re- 
Mition, and ſatisfaction, each day as a feſtival, and each night as a rejoicing, The revenues 
fag," paid with that exaQneſs, that not an inſtant. of delay has occurred. Nau that a plan of 
k ment for the country, and the arrangement of affairs for five years, has taken place, the 
uumils, from remembrance of farmer injuries, requeſt from me ſatisfactory aſſurances; obſerv- 
% that jf there ſhall he no interference of the gentlemen, and the authority and power of the 


Sirkar 


— — — — —— 


[ 284 | 


Sirkar remain fixed, they will with ſatisfaction of mind engage in the buſineſs of the Sirkat, the 
arrangement of the country, and making good the revenues of government; but if, as formerly 
they ſhall be troubled by the interference of gentlemen, the conduct of affairs and arrangement of 
the country cannot be effected by them; accordingly J have ſent you a copy of the requeſt written 
by all the Aumils, and the aſſurances of ſatisfaction they demand from me—it will arrive encloſed 
in this letter. Order in my affairs has, by the divine bleſſing and your kindneſs, taken place 
and I hope in future further favours from you. I am every way ready to pay the money of the 
Company in the manner which has been ſettled : By God's help it ſhall be paid, and no deviation 
occur. Por the ſatisfaction of the Aumils, I will do as you may direct. Vou will from your 
kindneſs have in view, that if any uſurpation of my authority ſhall happen, the plan which hat 
in your own preſence been eſtabliſhed for the regulation of my country will be ruined, and the 
Aumils will one and all retire from employment. In ſuch a caſe I ſhall be helpleſs, and mutt 
come with my family to Calcutta, 

Concludes as uſual, 


A true Copy. E. HAY, Secy, 


Sowal of Almaſs Ally Cawn, and the other Aumils of the Government of the Nabob Vizier ul 
Mamalek Aſoph ul Dowlah, Behadur, as encloſed in nis letter of the 7th of Showal, or 25th 
Auguſt 1784. a | 


Formerly the Engliſh gentlemen behaved to us in ſuch a manner, without cauſe or fault on our 
ſides, that there was no leiſure for us to manage the country with ſatisfaction. Such ſeverities 
and falſe accuſations were uſed towards us, that we were in conſtant dread for our honour and 
lives. From your Highneſs, our Sovereign's loſs of authority being helpleſs, we had reſolved, in 
order to ſave our lives and honour, on retiring from employment. 


Now that by the divine bleſſing, and the bounty of the Governor General, Mr. Haſtings, the 
authority of your Highneſs in the country is re-eſtabliſhed, we have agreed, according to your 
Highneſs's bes to an arrangement of the country for five years; by the divine bleſſing, and 
your Highneſs's auſpices, the country will be ſettled in a proper manner, and flouriſh, and the 
revenues of the Sirkar be fixed. We dread leſt hurt ſhould again happen to your Highneſs's, and 
that of the gentlemen take place; in ſuch caſe the management of the country cannot be under- 
taken by us; we will then retire from employment, and attend in menial ſervices, as becomes our 
duty, on your Highneſs. We hope, from your Highneſs's goodneſs and benevolence, that ſatis- 
factory Aon on this point will be ſuperſcribed by your Highneſs. 

A true 8 HAY, Sec. 


Diſpatched Auguſt 16th 1784. 
From the Honourable the Governor General to his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier. 


Your gracious letter, intimating the “ correction of paſt diſorders, and the reſtoration of the 
affairs of your government in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, owing to the eſtabliſhment of your 
« Highneſs's authority, the eaſe of the public, and the ſatisfaction of the Aumils, confirmed in 
« ſuch a manner that the revenues have been paid without trouble; alſo, that now, as a plan for 
the regulation of the country, and ſettlement of affairs for five years, has taken place, the Au- 
© mils, looking back to farmer injuries, want aſſurances from your Highnefs, ſo that if the n- 
« fluence of Engliſh gentlemen ſhall not prevail, and the authority of your Highneſs remain fix » 
e they may with ſatisfaCtion of heart engage in managing their countries, and making good ” - 
« venues of the Sirkar ; with a copy of the requeſt of all the Aumils to one effect; which they # 
'« preſented to your Highneſs,” having made its gracious arrival, informed me fully on every po”: 


I regard the welfare of his Highneſs's houſe, and the payment of the Company's debt, por 1 
every other object. As your Excellency has given a written agreement and kiſtbundee i 1 a 
payment of the Company's —_— uſe your endeayours to pay it accordingly; ſet hol 0 ment 
eaſe on every point, and give aſſurances ſatisfactory to your Aumils, that in caſe of t 7 "of 
of the Company's debt agreeable to the ſtipulated engagements, there never can happen difference 
trifling innovation on this plan and ſettlement, or on your Highneſs's authority, no 3 
can in any way happen which I have already written to you before. | 

Uſual concluſion, | A true Copy, E. HAY, Se 
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RAC T of the Nabob Vizier's Account with the Honourable Governor General and Council, from the 11t 
| Buddie to the 1 5th Bhaudoon Suddie, the laſt Day of the Fi 


Hance due the 10th of Sept. 1783, or 15 Bhaudoon 
| the laſt day of the Fuſſully year 1190 


he following charges, from the 11th September 1783 
the ziſt of Jan, 1 784, when the Reſidency was with-: 
An. 


To Army Subſidy. | 


iſt Sept. 1783 to 31ſt Jan. 1784, | 
Ihonths, at 4, 30,900 per month 21,50,000 © © 


Io Rohilla Stipends. 


py 1 Koar to the end of Poos, four | 
aths, at 5 131. 8 per month - 20,526 © © 


To Intereſt. 


«| 


| Hurpurſhaud and Mr, Day, on 


ney borrowed —=« „ $225. 2:3 


48,12,842 11 8 


7 


21,809,753 2 2 


be following charges, from the 1ſt Feb. to the 31ſt 
Auguſt, 1784. 


To Army Subſidy, 


, abby to 31ſt Aug. 1784, 7 months, at 4, 30, ooo 
n „„ 5 8 5 

Mount of ſundry articles carried to his Excelleney's 

i upon the adjuſtment of his account - — 


To Mirza Saudit Ally's Stipend. 


. Feb. to 31 Auguſt, 6 months, at 3,00,000 per 


To Rohilla Stipends. 


| them from I May | | | 

g to the laſt day of Bhaudoon - 

2 paid Abdul Rehman 8 0 67 
feſt on Mr. F raſer's bond — 


— — — 
. 


30, 10, ooo o © 


19,00, 441 11 5 


1, 50, ooo © o 


41,052 © © 
1,25,000 © o 


55197 14 10 


70,02, 595 13 10 


Fyz1 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 


A true Co | deli "al 
4 py of the Account delivered 
in by Mr. Wombwell. 


D. A. 
lx. 


52,31,691 10 3 


A'true Copy. 


nn 


1,22,34,287 8 1 


E. H AY, 


— 


By amount received 
Sept. 17 


On account of the b 
On account of the aft 


By amount received 


bruary 


From 


In caſh = — 


In bills on Calcutta, 


By Major Sands 


From Almaſs Ally C 
Ditto, by Col. Char 


From Lolla Butchra 


From the Nabob | 
Treaſury = 


On account of the 


abad, ſent by Mr 
to Col. Cumming 
For Batta of 5. 9. 3 


lance remaining 11 


DFE 

For half coſt of 524 
giment of cavalry 
at 250 rupees per 


By balance remaini 
Bhaudoon Suddi 
1717 8 


| 9 N. B. Under th 


paid in 


3A 


m the 11th of September 1783 to the 31ſt of Auguſt 1784, or from the 1ſt of Koar 
of the Fuſſullee Year 1191. ONT Tonk 


- 
— 


Ce 


— 


at received by Mr. Briſtow, from the 11th of 
Sept. 1783 to 31ſt January 1784. 


at of the balances of the year 1190 - f 130934 80 
it of the aſſignments granted for the year 1191 14, 60, 495 15 


16,00, 4 29 15 1 


t received by the Accountant, from the 1ſt Fe- 
bruary to 31ſt Auguſt 1784. | 


From Hyder Peg Cawn. 


— — - - 28,70,111 11 10 
Calcutta, Ca Sa RA 15, Oo, oo0 15, 54,630 0 3 
Sands 2 _- = 6.94 5 4 

| 350, 17, 666 1 5 


naſs Ally Cann =<- = 7,57,732 11 7 
Col. Charles Morgan - - 96,674 9 3 


— 8, 54,40) 4 10 
2,84, 149 12 6 


473,582 15 3 


la Butchrauje - - - - 5 
> Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, and his Excellency's 
. e LT LE'S 

i of the Tuncaw on the Sezawal of Ferock- 
ent by Mr. Briſtow to Mr, Melvill, Paymaſter 
Cumming's detachment - «<= = - 
of 5. 9. 3 per cent, on 470,290, 3- 3. the ba- 
maining in the Treaſury the 31ſt May 1784 [ 26,233 11 3 


1,887 10 2 


66,57, 92 7 5 
By Horſes. 3 


oft of 524 horſes, lately belonging to the 1ſt re- | 
of cayalry ſent on ſervice to the Weſt of India, 1 & 
rupees per horſe - - - - | 1,31,000 © 0 


67,88, 92) 7 


ce remaining due 31ft of Auguſt 1784, or 15 83,89,357 7 4 
don Suddie, the laſt day of the Fuſſully year 


r 38, 44,930 0 9 


Fyz4 Sun Sicca Rupees 4 wh 7 , 


— 


nder this Sum is included the Amount of the Ki13 ſtipulated to be 


. 


paid in Money and Bills, to the End of Bhaucoun, 


Lucknow, the 20th of September, 1784. 
e e Errors excepted. 


3A | 5 | EXTRACT | 


( 17 } 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 8th Ofteber 1184. 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow. 


Your ſecretary's letter, of the 26th of Auguſt, covering the copy of one from the Honour- 
able the Governor General, directs me to acquaint you . why I did not intimate to the Vizier 

our, wiſh that the two Roſſallahs of cavalry, which returned with the detachment from the 
Weſt of India, might be kept up at the ſtations of Cawnpore and Futty Ghur.“ 


I have the honour to inform you, that no wiſh or reſolution of your Honourable Board to the 
above effect was ever communicated to me. As I was apprehenſive that your commands on 
this ſubject might by ſome accident have miſcarried, I applied to your ſecretaries Meſſrs. Bruere 
and Hay, by whom I am informed that they had ao order to communicate any ſuch reſolution 
to me, and that it paſſed ſubſequent to my recall, | 


cc 
« 


* 
. " 
. 
— — . ....— — — 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Couſultations, 1/1 November 1784. 


Reap the following letter from the Governor General, ; 
| : | Benares, 1ſt October 1784. 
To Edward Wheler, Eſq. Ke. Council, Fort William. | 


Gentlemen, - 0 | 


Whilſt I was employed in ſettling the accounts betwixt the Company and the Vizier, one 
circumſtance eſcaped my attention which I think worthy of conſideration z I mean the hardſhip 
which the Vizier ſuſtains from the army ſubſidy being kept up as its original rate, although the 
number of troops employed by us for the defence of his dominions has been greatly reduced 
That you may have the ſubject fully before you, I will beg leave to recite the ptogreſſive atrange- 
ments which have been made relative to the ſubſidy. hy 


In the treaty concluded betwixt the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah and myſelf at Benares, in 
September 1773, it was ſettled that when the Vizier had occafion to demand the aid of our troops, 
he ſhould pay for the expence of a brigade 2,10,000 rupees of the Oude currency per mouth; 
this was grounded on an accurate eſtimate of the actual expence, and it was particularly ſpecified 
that a brigade ſhould conſiſt of 2 battallions of Europians, 6 battallions of ſepoys, and 1 Company 
of artillery, The number of ſepoys which, according to our eftabliſhmeat at that time, formed 
a battalion, was 640; ſo that the whole number of ſepoys, of which a brigade ought to have 
conſiſted, was 3,840. | 


The rate of the ſubſidy was afterwards raiſed, by a ſubſequent treaty with Aſoph ul Dowlah, 


from 2, 105000 to 2,60,000 rupees per month, but without any alteration being made reſpecking 


the number of troops. 


In September 1781, when I met the Vizier at Chunar, an alteration had taken place in our 
eſtabliſhment ; and, inſtead of battalions of 640 men, our brigades were compoſed of regiments 
of 1,000. It was then ſtipulated between the Vizier and me, that he ſhould pay for no more 
troops than the number of European infantry, artillery, and ſepoys agreed for, under the title 
of one brigade, with the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, with one additional regiment at Lucknow, 
for the protection of the office of the Refident,, for which a ſeparate payment was to be made, of 
rupees 25,000,—According to this agreement, which continues in force, the number of ſepoys 
ſtationed in the Vizier's provinces ought to be as follows: | 


Number ſtipulated for on account of the old ſubſidy — — _ 3840 

Additional regiment - - - 2 1,000 
4840 ſepoys. 

Vor,, IV, 3 B | — 


The 


— —— —_— — — AY — — — o — 
- 


their effective ftrength : That if the number of our mo was greater before the reduction than 


( 188 J 5 
The force actually maintained for ſome time after the execution of che above agreement 


<onſiſted of 5 regiments at Cawnpore, and 1 at Lucknow, compoſed of 1,000 men each; fo that 
the Vizier had in fact a greater number of men during that period than the quota ſtipulated. 


But when a general reduction of our army took place, on the concluſion of peace, each re. 
giment was reduced from 1,000 to 700 men; and the force in native troops, which has ſince 
been, and ſtill continues in Owde, is only as follows: | | *"Þ 


5 Regiments at Cawnpore, of 700 each '- = 6 by 3,500 
1 Regiment at Lucknow - - — - 700 
/ | | - | 4,200 ſepoys 


So that the Nabob has only 4,200 of our ſepoys, inſtead of 4, 840; che deficiency, being (40, 
is exactly equal to the number which compoſed a battalion on the former eſtabliſhment, and only 
60 leſs than one of our preſent regiments, 5 15 


Neither the Vizier nor any of his miniſters have ever mentioned to me this deficiency : But 
it is not the leſs our duty to take it into conſideration. In all our adjuſtments of accounts with 
the Vizier for many years back, we have been regulated by the ſtrifteſt regard to juſtice ; and 
the Vizier, of his part, has on every occaſion relied moſt implicitly on our jultice, as well as 
on the accuracy of our Accountant General. Let us then confirm that confidence which is. % 
happily repoſed in us, by pointing out miſtakes, even although we muſt be loſers by correcting 
hem. , | 


It will perhaps be alledged, that although. the number of ſepoys is leſs, the expence incurred 
by us for our troops at Cawnpore is greater than it was at the time when the treaty was made 
with Sujah ul Dowlah, which has continued the Baſis of all ſubſequent agreements : And farther 
that although the number of ſepoys is leſs, the number of ſtaff and officers is greater. It may 
alſo be alledged, that although the force at Cawnpore, ſince the reduction, has been leſs than 
what is preſcribed by treaty, yet before that, for a conſiderable time, it was greater: But theſe 
arguments are in fa groundleſs; for the Nabob might with truth reply, that he has no concern 
with our arrangements; that it is the number, and not the expence, of our troops, which is 
ſpecified in the treaty ; and that it is the number of ſepoys, not of officers and ſtaff, which forms 


was preſcribed by the treaty, it was occaſioned by an act of our own, and not in conſequence of 
his requeſt ; and that if we were to proceed on ſuch rigid principles with him, he might with 
equal juſtice {well his pleas, by pointing out the deficiences in our corps of European infantry 
and artillery, the former of which has never at any time conſiſted of half its proper complement. 
In ſpeaking of the troops ſtationed with the V izier, I confined myſelf to the brigade at Cawn- 
pore, and regiment at Lucknow, without taking notice of the force under Sir you Cumming at 
Futty Ghur, becauſe it forms rather a temporary detachment than a regular ſtanding army; 
although I muſt obſerve, that as a ſimilar reduction has taken place in the regiment of which it 
was compoſed, without any diminution being admitted of the ſubſidy which was ſettled for de- 
fraying the expence of it, an additional argument may be deduced from it, to ſhew that the 
Vizier has a right to ſome redreſs from our Government. . 
As the eaſieſt and moſt equitable method of reconciling our preſent arrangemente to ſtrict 
Juſtice, I would recommend that the regiment at Lucknow ſhould be again included- under 
the troops for which the original ſubſidy was ſettled ; that credit ſnould be given to the Vizier 
in our accounts for the amount of the ſubſidy with which he has been ſeparately charged for 
that regiment from the time of reduction; and that, to entitle us to receive this ſeparate ſubſidy 
in future, an additional regiment ſhould be ſent up to Cawnpore, which will reſtore matters 
as nearly as our preſent eſtabliſhment will admit to the footing of the treaty, and w 
22 the force at Cawnpore a reſpectable army fully adequate to the defence of the W 
ontier, a ; . 


I have the Honour to be, 
Gentlemen, „ 
Voour moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. | 


Ordered, That the foregoing letter lie for the conſideration of a fuller Board, 
EXTRACT 


( 19 ) 
EXTRACT of Bengal Seeret Conſultations, 1/t November, 
Read the following letter from the Accountant at Lucknow, 
Sir, | 
Thave the plea 


fare to encloſe my treaſury, and the Nabob Vizier's account for the month of 
geptember, which I requeſt the favour of your laying before the Honourable Board. 


Lucknow, 


| 1 have the Honour, &c. 
h October 1784. 


(Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
* Accountant 


Cinſ.-23 Nov. 1784. 


3 Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
Sir, | 


I have'the pleaſure to encloſe your draughts of Mr. Perceret on Mr. Prinſep, in favour of the 
Honourable es General and council, for Calcutta Sicca rigs fifteen thouſand each; 
alſo my treaſury and the Nabob Vizier's accounts for the month of. Octo 


ber 1784, which I te- 
queſt the favour of your laying before the Honourable Board. 


I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient _ 
Acconntant's Office, and humble Servant, 
Lucknow, 4th November 1984. | (Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
| A true Copy. Accountant, ' 
E. Hay, | 
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EXTRACT of che Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 13th November 1784. 


Par. 7. We have the pleaſure to acquaint you that we have received information from the 
'Honourable Goyernor General, by a letter dated the 26th of Auguſt, that he had accompliſhed 
to his own ſatisfaction the objects for which he viſited Lucknow, and meant to leave that place 
on his return to Calcutta on the 27th; and that he would with the firſt leiſure tranſmit to us a 
detail of the arrangements which have been adopted for the ſecurity and regular diſcharge of the 
Vizier's debt to the Company, which was reduced, at the end of laſt month, to the ſum of 
Fyzabad 16 Sun S* Rs 41,87,853. 3. 5. ö | » 


9. On the 13th of Auguſt the Governor General acquainted us, that he had communicated to 
the Nabob Vizier the method propoſed by the Accountant General for ſettling the amount to 
be brought to his Excellency's credit on account of the horſes withdrawn from the temporary 
brigade, and ſent on ſervice with the late Bombay detachment, and had directed the Accountant 
at Lucknow to anſwer to it. He at the ſame time informed us, that he felt a reluctance in 
propoling to the Vizier to admit the charge of two ruſſalahs of cavalry, lately returned from the 

eſt of India in his accounts, as the late Reſident at his Excellency's court had neglected to 
give him any information of our deſire to keep them up, and had neither aſked nor obtained his 
approbation of the meaſure, | _ 

10. Having called on Mr. Briſtow to account for the cauſe of this ſeeming neglect of his duty 
he has acquainted us that no orders to that effect had ever been communicated to him. 


12. Since the arrival of the Governor General at Behares, he has furniſhed us with a detail of 
his tranſactions at Lucknow, which. will be found on our conſultation of the 8th of October. 
From this account it appears, that the claim of the Company on the Nabob Vizier to the end 
of Auguſt 1785, will amount to Rs 1,05,00,000, including the preſent balance, for the entire 
liquidation of which the Nabob V izier has made a proviſion by mouthly inſtalments, viz. * 


In Ready Money and Bills — » Va. 6 - — 19,00,090 
To be paid to the end of our September and October — — Fo, oco 
October and November Cautic 0 — $40C,900 
November and December = Aughun — — — 50, oc 
December and January - Poos - — 20, oo, oo 
PP and February - Maug — - - 3,25, 000 

ebruary and March - Phu Gun - — 372 5,000 
March and April Cheyte - — 2,2 $000 
April and May - Byſaak - - 3725 0⁰ 
May and June - Jeyte - - "hs - 13, 25,000 
July - - - Aſſan — — 3,25, 00 
july and Auguſt - Sawan - ds, ,2 5,200 
Auguſt and September Bhadoon - = 4 15. 5,000 


Fyzabad 16 Sun 8 Rs 1,0 5,00,000 


— 
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17. The Governor General arrived at the Preſidency on the 4th, and reſumed his ſeat at this 


+ Board on the 11th inſtant. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Governor General, dated 22d November 1784. 


In my addreſs of the 20th of March 1783, I took the liberty to requeſt that you would 4 
pleaſed to nominate a ſucceſſor to my office, and declared my reſolution to reſign it after the 


lapſe of ſuch an interval of time as was neceflary for the operation of this notice; ſtill, in duti- 


ful ſubmiſſion, leaving to your option the alternative of commanding my ſervices to a mort 


lengthened period, if you ſhould account them of importance equal to the means which L ſtat 
AS requiſite for their effectual application to your intereſts, 50 Y Wy Na 


1 


Little 


W - ew” «as a ta. 


a> ' yy wwe th ft „ A a a 


i 
i 


£5. 7 
Little preſuming on the effect of this reſervation, I had fixed on the beginning, of this year 
for the term of my departure ; but an event ſoon followed, which compelled me to ſuſpend, 
at length totally to forego, the purpoſe which I had formed, I could not, conſiſtently with the 


principles of public duty or private honour, abandon the Nabob Vizier, his country, and your 
intereſts in it, to the rapacity of an individual, | 


Though denied the ſupport- of my aſſociates in council, I knew the runs on which they 
ood to be too weak for them to maintain it long, in an unequal conflict againſt ſuch advan- 
tages as I poſſeſſed in the juſtice of the cauſe itſelf, and I relied on their final acquieſcence; if I 
could not prevail on them to co-operate with me for the reſreſs of ſuch notorious and complic ted 
wrongs, I yielded to the impulſe with a ſacrifice, which to thoſe who know the habits of my 
private life will have appeared the ſtrongeſt evidence of the” purity of my intentions, for they 
were equally repugnant to my intereſt and peace of mind, and adopted with a reſponſibility which 
expoſed my public character to the moſt deſperate contingencies, I did not think it neceſſary to 
inform you of this change of my reſolution ; it told itſelf, and I aſſured myſelf that the decla- 
ration which I had made would produce my early relief. But in the reference which I made 
to you on the occaſion, in my letter of the 2oth of October 1783, I _— pointedly alluded to 
the certainty of its effect, by apprizing you of the impoſſibility (for fuch I conſidered it) of 


y remaining to receive your reply. 


— 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the 8th December 1784. 


Par. 2. We had the honour to acquaint you, in our laſt addreſs, that the Governor General 
arrived at the Preſidency on the 4th ultimo, and reſumed his ſeat at the Board on the 11th. 
The ſame letter conveyed to you the ſubſtance of a narrative which the Governor General had 
tranſmitted to us, under date the 20th of September, of the progreſs and cloſe of his proceed- 
ings at Lucknow, This narrative includes, with other matters, a ftate of your claims on the 
Nabob Vizier from the 1ſt of July 1784 to the end of Auguſt 1785, being Lucknow rupees 
1,05,00,000, on account of the proviſion made for the complete diſcharge of them within that 
period, and a report of the ſettlement concluded by the miniſter for a period of five, and in 
ſome inſtances of ſix years, on an increaſing jumma. Copies of the Governor General's letter, 
and of the accounts and papers encloſed in it, attend you numbers in the packet, 


3. Your Honourable Court has been adviſed that in a ſubſequent letter from the Governor 
General, bearing date the iſt of October, he ſtated to us the hardſhips which the Vizier ſuſtains 
from the ariny ſubſidy's being kept up at its original rate, although the number of your troops 
employed for the defence of his dominions had been greatly reduced, and that the Governor 
General had propoſed, as the eaſieſt and moſt equitable naked of reconciling our preſent arrange- 
ments with ſtrit juſtice, that the regiment ſtationed at Lucknow ſhould be included in the 
number of troops for which the ſubſidy was ſettled ; that the Vizier ſhould be allowed credit for 
the amount of the ſubſidy with which he had been ſeparately charged for that regiment, from the 
time of the reduction of your military eſtabliſhment ; and that to entitle you to receive this ſe- 
parate ſubſidy in future, an additional regiment ſhould be ſent to Cawnpore. 


4. The propoſition thus ſubmitted to us by the Governor General, lay for conſideration when 
Ve had laſt the honour of addreſſing you, but it has ſince been taken up, and written opinions 
have been delivered on it by the ſeveral members of the Board: copies of theſe opinions are 
tranſmitted to you, and include another ſubject of diſcuſſion, viz. the recall of your troops, under 
the command of Sir John Cumming from Futty Ghur, as agreed by the Governor General on a 


repreſentation made to him by his Excellency the Vizier. We beg leave to recommend theſe 
minutes to the attentive peruſal of your Honourable Court. 


10. It appears, by an account which we have lately received from the Accountant at Luck- 
nom, that the ſum due from the Vizier on the 31ſt of October, was reduced to Fyzabad 16 Sun 


icca Rupees 41,87,853. 3. 5. A copy of Mr. Wombwell's letter, and his account of the ſtate 
of the treaſury at Lucknow, go numbers in the packet. | 7 | 


— 


Cnſ. 14 December 1784. 


I bave peruſed with the utmoſt attention the Governor General's letter of the iſt of October 
won the ſubject of the Vizier's ſubſidy, and ſent in circulation, | 
— 3 1 agree 
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EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 13th November 1784. 


Par. 7. We have the pleaſure to acquaint you that we have received information from the 
'Honourable Goyernor General, by a letter dated the 26th of Auguſt, that he had accompliſhed 
to his own ſatisfaction the objects for which he viſited Lucknow, and meant to leave that place 
on his return to Calcutta on the 27th; and that he would with the firſt leifure tranſmit to us a 
detail of the arrangements which have been adopted for the ſecurity and regular diſcharge of the 
Vizier's debt to the Company, which was reduced, at the endl of laſt month, to the ſum of 
Fyzabad 16 Sun Sa Rs 41,87,853. 3. 5. L _- 


9. On the 13th of Auguſt the Governor General acquainted us, that he had communicated to 
the Nabob Vizier the method propoſed by the Accountant General for ſettling the amount to 
be brought to his Excellency's credit on account of the horſes withdrawn from the temporary 
brigade, and ſent on ſervice with the late Bombay detachment, and had directed the Accountant 
at Lucknow to anſwer to it. He at the ſame time informed us, that he felt a reluctance in 
propoting to the Vizier to admit the charge of two ruſſalahs of cavalry, lately returned from the 

eſt of India in his accounts, as the late Reſident at his Excellency's court had neglected to 
give him any information of our deſire to keep them up, and had neither aſked nor obtained his 
approbation of the meaſure, | | | | 


3 


10. Having called on Mr. Briſtow to account for the cauſe of this ſeeming neglect of his duty 


he has acquainted us that no orders to that effect had ever been communicated to him. 


12. Since the arrival of the Governor General at Behares, he has furniſhed us with a detail of 
his tranſactions at Lucknow, which, will be found on our conſultation of the 8th of October. 
From this account it appears, that the claim of the Company on the Nabob Vizier te the end 
of Auguſt 1785, will amount to R. 1,05,00,000, including the preſent balance, for the entire 
liquidation of which the Nabob V izier has made a proviſion by mouthly inſtalments, viz. * 


In Ready Money and Bills „„ - — 19,00,090 
To be paid to the end of our September and October — 5e, oco 
October and November Cavtic — I — Soc, oo 
November and December Aughun - — 5500, c 
December and January Poos - — 20, oo, ooo 
Pony and February - Maug — — - 3,2 5,000 

ebruary and March - Phu Gun - — 342 5,000 
March and April - Cheyte - — 3,25, O00 
April and May - _— - 372, 00 
May and june - Jeyte — * — 13,25, 000 
Il - — Aſſan - - | 3,2.5,900 
July and Avguſt - 'Sawan _ Es. „25,000 
Auguſt and September - Bhadoon - - 15. 5,000 


„ 


Fyzabad 16 Sun 8 R. 1,0 5,00,000 


— 


17. The Governor General arrived at the Preſidency on the 4th, and reſumed his ſeat at this 


- Board on the 11th inſtant. 


" EXTRACT of a Letter from the Governor General, dated 22d November 1784. 


In my addreſs of the 20th of March 1783, I took the liberty to requeſt that you would be 
pleaſed to nominate a ſucceſſor to my office, and declared my refolution to refign it after the; 
lapſe of ſuch an interval of time as was neceſſary for the operation of this notice; ſtill, in dut!- 
ful ſubmiſſion, leaving to your option the alternative of commanding my ſervices to 3 more. 
lengthened period, if you ſhould account them of importance equal to the means which L ſtated 
AS requiſite for their effectual application to your intereſts, 20M | Wt | 


"+; "Lins 


my — © ax — „ «Ss 


See 


[ 195 } 


Little preſuming on the effect of this reſervation, I had fixed on the beginning, of this year 
for the term of my departure; but an event ſoon followed, which compelled me to ſuſpend, and 
at length totally to forego, the. purpoſe which I had formed, I could not, conſiſtently with the 
principles of public duty or private honour, abandon the Nabob Vizier, his country, and your 
intereſts in it, to the rapacity of an individual, | 


Though denied the ſupport- of my aſſociates in council, I knew the roms on which they 
ſtood to be too weak for them to maintain it long, in an unequal conflict againſt ſuch advan- 
tages as I poſſeſſed in the juſtice of the cauſe itſelf, and I relied on their final acquieſcence; if I 
could not prevail on them to co-operate with me for thereireſs of ſuch notorious and complic ted 
wrongs, I yielded to the impulſe with a ſacrifice, which to thoſe who know the habits of my 
private life will have appeared the ſtrongeſt evidence of the” purity of my intentions, for they 
were equally repugnant to my intereſt and peace of mind, and adopted with a reſponſibility which 
expoſed my public character to the moſt deſperate contingencies, I did not think it neceſſary to 
inform you of this change of my reſolution ; it told itſelf, and I affured myſelf that the decla- 


to you on the occaſion, in my letter of the 2oth of October 1783, I 7 pointedly alluded to 
the certainty of its effect, by apprizing you of the impoſſibility (for ſuch I conſidered it) of 
y remaining to receive your reply. | | 


— —_ 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the 8th December 1784. 


Par. 2. We had the honour to acquaint you, in our laſt addreſs, that the Governor General 
arrived at the Preſidency on the 4th ultimo, and reſumed his ſeat at the Board on the 11th. 
The ſame letter conveyed to you the ſubſtance of a narrative which the Governor General had 
tranſmitted to us, under date the 20th of September, of the progreſs and cloſe of his proceed- 
ings at Lucknow, This narrative includes, with other matters, a ſtate of your claims on the 
Nabob Vizier from the 1ſt of July 1784 to the end of Auguſt 1785, being Lucknow rupees 


period, and a report of the ſettlement concluded by the miniſter for a period of five, and in 
lome inſtances of fix years, on an increaſing jumma. Copies of the Governor General's letter, 
and of the accounts and papers encloſed in it, attend you numbers in the packet. 


3. Your Honourable Court has been adviſed that in a ſubſequent letter from the Governor 
General, br date the iſt of October, he ſtated to us the hardſhips which the Vizier ſuſtains 


1 
* 


from the ariny 


employed tor the defence of his dominions had been greatly reduced, and that the Governor 
General had propoſed, as the eaſieſt and moſt equitable Lowee' 

ments with ſtrict juſtice, that the regiment ſtationed at Lucknow ſhould be included in the 
number of troops for which the ſubſidy was ſettled ; that the Vizier ſhould be allowed credit for 
the amount of the ſubſidy with which he had been ſeparately charged for that regiment, from the 
time of the reduction of your military eſtabliſhment ; and that to entitle you to receive this ſe- 
parate ſubſidy in future, an le ſhould be ſent to Cawnpore, 


4. The propoſition thus ſubmitted to us by the Governor General, lay for conſideration when 
Ve had laſt the honour of addreſſing you, but it has ſince been taken up, and written opinions 
have been delivered on it by the ſeveral members of the Board : copies of theſe opinions are 
tranſmitted to you, and include another ſubject of diſcuſſion, viz. the recall of your troops, under 
the command of Sir John Cumming from Futty Ghur, as agreed by the Governor General on a 
repreſentation made to him by his Excellency the Vizier. We beg leave to recommend theſe 
minutes to the attentive peruſal of your Honourable Court. l 


10. It appears, by an account which we have lately received from the Accountant at Luck- 
dow, that the ſum due from the Vizier on the 3iſt of October, was reduced to Fyzabad 16 Sun 
dicca Rupees 41, 8,8 53. 3. 5. A copy of Mr. Wombwell's letter, and his account of the ſtate 
of the treaſury at Lucknow, go numbers in the packet. TEEN a 


— 


Conſe 14 December 1 784. 


*S | have peruſed with the utmoſt attention the Governor General's letter of the 1ſt of October 
ittle v on the ſubject of the Vizier's ſubſidy, and ſent in circulation. 


ration which I had made would produce my early relief. But in the reference which I made 


1,05,00,000, on account of the proviſion made for the complete diſcharge of them within that 


bſidy's being kept up at its original rate, although the number of your troops 


of reconciling our preſent arrange- 
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I agree with the Governor General, that the Vizier's implicit reliance in the accuracy and 


encourage us to confirm the Vizier's confidence, by pointing out miſtakes, even although we 
muſt be loſers by correcting them. Yet the very diſtreſſed ſtate of the Company's finances 
renders it neceſſary that we ſhould deſire every aid which we can in juſtice from the Viziert 
alliance. | | | | 


I am not clearly informed, whether the amount of the ſubſidy now charged for the brigade 
ſtationed at Cawnpore, together with the OT paid for the regiment ſtationed at Lucknow, iz 
fagerier t9 the actual charges of that brigade and regiment, on the eſtabliſhments of their preſent 
ſtrengt | | | 


I wiſh the Accountant General would make out an accurate calculation on theſe 
excluſiye of the contingent or incidental charges of theſe troops on ſervice, which are, I believe 


, 


always charged to the Vizier. 


Relative to the other conſideration. in the Governor General's letter, whether the addition of 
another regiment to the brigade at Cawnpore, together. with the regiment at Lucknow, will 
render the force at Cawnpore © an army fully adequate to the defence of the Weſtern frontier,” 
it would, I think, be proper to take the opinion of the Commander in chief. 


(Signed) J. M. 
E. Hay, 


Secy. 


— — — —— — 


Encloſed in Mr, Macpherfon's Minute. 


Annual Amount of the Cawnpore brigade, and Sir John Cumming's detachment (the 
regiment at Lucknow being deducted) = = 1 - Sa Re 46000 - 
: : | Ty g | | « 
Annual amount of the Cawnpore brigade, and the Lucknow regiment included, $* Rs 134, 20,000 ol 
Annual Amount of Sir John Cumming's Detachment - a 8 R. 17, 40, 00 di 
h Kat. r BY Q 
| Et tl 
2 3 th 
| C 


J have read with attention. the Governor General's. letter, ſent in circulation. In the preſent 
diſtreſs, I cannot aſſent to any reduction in the ſubſidy from the Nabob V izier ; beſides, when the 
expence of military ſtores, cattle, camp equipage, and other incidental: expences, are conſide 
4 the brigade at Cawnpore, I believe that the ſubſidy is not more than the real expence to the 

ompany. ö to 


In regard to the recall of Sir John Cumming's detachment, I requeſt that the Commander in 
chief may be called upon to give his opinion on the ſubject before any ſtep is taken. 1 am the 


more anxious for this, from the large armies that are ſaid: to be collected near Agra, and the 
general confuſion that prevails among the commanders. an 


N no 
0 ; (Signed) J. 8. 


E. Hay, 5 EY 8 my 


— — 


30th November 1784. for 
The Governor General can have no objection to the reference propoſed to be made to the Go 
Accouutant General, to aſcertain the difference which will remain in the expence to be * 


the 
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the Virjer for the troops at Cawnpore, and the regiment at Lucknow, by proportioning the 
demand of ſubſidy to the reduction of ſtrength of the Sepoy corps, in the augmentation of which 


the charge of each had been raiſed, this being the ſcope of his propoſal, 


Reſpecting the repeal of the Governor Generals order; for the recal of the detachment under 
the command of Colonel Sir John Cumming from Futtighur, the Governor General takes the 
liberty to remark, that it is not before the Board, his order for the recal of that detachment, 
being an Act decidedly paſſed by him in conformity to his inſtructions and powers, and only 
revocable on proof that he has exceeded or miſapplied thoſe powers; but if the Board have ſuch a 
deſign in contemplation, as appears by their minutes, he requeſts that it may be ſtated in terms, 
as alſo the reference which they may propoſe to make to the Commander in chief, to Whoſe 
judgment. in every point of military knowled he ſhall alwa s pay as it is due, the utmoſt 
deference, but cannot -=_ to him or to any other, the credit of a more competent information 
of that tate of our political affairs, which requires that it be firſt aſcertained as the ground for 
any queſtion: relative to the ſtation or operation of our troops, 


That as the interval is ſhort, which remains for the diſpatch of the Surprize, the Governor Gene 
ral thinks this queſtion is of ſo much importance to the intereſts of the Company, that he makes 
it his earneſt requeſt to the Members of the Board, that they will bring it ts an early deciſion 
before the cloſe of the packet, for the information of the Court of Directors. 


A true Copy. | 
E. HAY, 


Mr. Macpherſon, 


There is certainly no motion before the Board for revoking the orders left by the Governor 
General, for withdrawing the detachment under the command of Sit John Cumming; at Futty 
Ghur, The Governor General declares, that the iſſuing of thoſe orders was an Act paſſed 
decidedly. by him, in virtue of the powers which: he had received from the Board; the reſponſibility 
of the act therefore reſts ſo far with the Governor General acting on his credentials, 

* 


1 was not preſent at the Board when thoſe credentials were granted, yet I am not the leſs 
diſpoſed to reſpect their authority, that the Member who particularly ſupported them 
cannot now be prelent, I own a reluctance to recur to ſuch diſcuſſions, and eſpecially as 
the Governor General's exerciſe of his commiſſion in Owde is ſtated to the Company for: 
their judgment on it, in his own letters tranſmitted to the Board, and through them to the 
Court of Directors. Rath | | | | 


In matters on which the members of the Board may entertain different ſentiments, I conld for 
my own part wiſh, that in our preſent reduced numbers every ſubje& which did not demand a 
neceflary and immediate deciſion, were left in reference to the Company's opinion. | 


The queſtion, . whether the addition of another regiment of ſepoys to the Cawnpore brigade, / 
together with the regiment at Lucknow, would form a ſufficient force for the defence of the 
Weſtern frontiers, ariſes from the Govetnor General's. letter of the 1ſt of October, ſent in circu - 
lation; and is certainly a proper field for the opinion of the Commander in chief. | 


The Governor Generals agreement with his Excellency the Vizier, to withdraw from his pay 
and dominions the detachment commanded by Sir John e at Futty Ghur, was an- 
nounced in his letter to the Board of the 2oth of September, which arrived when Mr. Wheler 
was ill at Ganetty : there was no full Board to diſcuſs the ſubject till lately. A ſimilar agree- 
ment was made with the Vizier in 1781. The object of the Board's preſent conſideration is, in 
my opinion, whether, from the actual ſituation of the country powers on the frontier, it would 

now expedient to carry the order for withdrawing thoſe troops into execution. It is not a 
queſtion, whether the Governor was empowered to make ſuch agreement with the Vizier; for, 
on the ſuppoſition that he ſaw the agreement a proper meaſure, and had ſtipulated for it, I ſhould 
be ſorry (even if his powers did not authorize the execution of it without the ſanction of the 
Foard) that we ſhould propoſe to repeal the act by any formal act of ours. Indeed I ſhould be 
lorry to repeal the formal ad of any agent much inferior to the firſt officer and member of 
Government. „ | | | t * 

| Wi 


— 


_— 


— — — — 
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I wiſh that the ſituation of affairs would admit of our fulfilling the agreement immediately. 
Have already obſerved that it is ſimilar to that which took place in 1781, and which ſeemed to 


meet the approbation of the Court of Directors; but the preſent ſtate of the times, or of our $6. 
nances, may render the immediate execution of it inexpedient - whether it is ſo or not, is a con- 
ſideration which I wiſh to ſee diſcuſſed as a queſtion, and the ſooner it is diſcuſſed the better. 
am ready to believe, that one powerful army in the Vizier's country would be ſufficient; and 
that if we could reduce any ſupernumerary or ſuperfluous force we may have at preſent in that 
country, and without creating a charge of any part of their expence upon the Company, the ex- 
periment might be tried; but official and profeſſional lights, together with thoſe we may receive 
of the ſtate of the powers on the frontier, are neceſſary guides to our reſolutions on ſuch important 
matters. | 


It has occurred to me that the Fox packet, by which we have been promiſed final orders relative 
to the affairs of Owde and this government, may bring us thoſe orders very ſpeedily : and as her 
arrival may be nearly coincident with the period aſſigned for the removal of Sir John Cummings 
detachment, I take the liberty to ſuggeſt, that this meaſure, and every queſtion on the ſubjeR of 
it, may be ſuſpended until then. In the mean time we may be carrying on the reduction of our 
military expences within the provinces as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and as faſt as our treaſury will 
permit us to diſcharge the arrears of the corps to be reduced. 


pe ee (Sipned . M*ePHER SON. 
A true Copy. E. Hay, Secy. ** 


— 


* 


Conf. | 14 December 1784. 


I have read the Governor General's minute of the 4th of December, and have conſidered its pro- 
poſitions with the utmoſt attention. It opens a proſpect and view of affairs well worthy the con- 
ſideration of the Company, and ſhould be recommended to their particular attention. 


That the opinion of the Commander in Chief ſhould be taken, and have the weight which the 
members of the Board may afhx to it, on conſidering the political ſtate of affairs on our troatiers, 
ſeems generally admitted. There may not be time to ſend it by this diſpatch to the Company, 


I beg leave to adhere to my former propoſition, of leaving the queſtion relative to the recall of 
the detachment under Sir John Cumming ſuſpended till the arrival of the Fox packet, and by 
that time our treaſury and that of the Vizier may be in a ſituation to diſband the detachment, if 
it is reſolved to reduce it; and we may be better informed relative to Scindia's real views and ſi- 
tuation, | 3 | 


Should the Seiks invade the Vizier's country, we muſt repel them; and the Shah Zada, with 
Sindia's ſupport, might be of uſe on the occaſion; but until ſuch invaſion I am, for my pu, 
averſe to commence any hoſtilities againſt them, though I believe they may become in time a for- 
midable power. | | 


I ſhall readily agree to any mode the Governor General may wiſh to adopt in his explanation to 
the Vizier, that the delay in recalling the detachment is not a repeal of his agreement with him 
for that purpoſe, but a delay occaſioned by the new turn affairs have taken on our frontiers, and 
till we receive advices from Europe that are ſoon expected. LE | 


(Signed) J. MACPHERSON. 
I agree to the opinion delivered by Mr. Macpherſon. | 
True Copies. 


E. Hay, 
Sec), 


(Signed) J. STABLES. 


_— — — 


EXTRACT of Company's Letter to Bengal, dated 10th December 1784. 


Par. 1. We have received a letter from our Governor General, dated Lucknow, 30th April 
1782, with a poſtſcript, dated-13th May. | 77 


© wo 1) 


2. It is our intention to glve the earlieſt conſideration to the ſeveral important points which 
form the ſubjeCt of this letter; but as we are anxious not to delay the failing of the veſſel which 
carries theſe diſpatches, we ſhall in the preſent moment content ourſelyes with exprefling to you 
our fixed and vnalterable determination to abide by the juſt and pacific ſyſtem reſpecting the na- 
tive Princes of India, which the late act of Parliament has pointed out to us; acquainting you, 
22 deviation from it, in the conduct of our ſervants, will not fail to incur our higheſt diſ- 
plea ure. ok. F114 


We find it neceſſary to require yon to tranſmit to us a diſtin 5606 nt of the ptocegdings 
of — Governor General at — wag 8 P ing 


5. We cannot cloſe this ſubject without expreſſing the great ſatisfaction we feel at the pay- 
ment of ſo large a ſhare of the Nabob's debt, ſtated to be made without adding to the diſtreſſes of 
thoſe provinces; and we truſt that ſuch wiſe and temperate regulations will be adopted by our 


Governor General as may enſure a proper and ſpeedy liquidation of the whole, with a due atten- 
tion to the above important conſider. tion. reve toe oth 


— — 


. EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 20th Dectmber 1784. 
Read the following letter from Major Gilpin. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor Generit, &c. Members of the Supreme 
| Council. | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I do myſelf the honour of laying before your Honougable Board the accompanying Bills, and 
alſo the correſpondence between Mr. Middleton, your late Reſident at the Nabob VIgier's court, 
Mr. Johnſon, acting Reſident, and myſelf, in conſequence of his ſucceſſor in office, Mr, Briſtow, 
refuſing to diſcharge the amount of them, as I truſt, when you are informed of the cireumſtanca 
that occaſioned my preſent claims, that your Honourable Board will find no difficulty in ad- 
mitting the juſtice of my demands. It were needleſs far me to urge any arguments ia ſupport of 
my claims, as Mr. Middleton's letter will, I hope, fully -obviate any that may be made of the 
propriety of them. Permit me however to obſerve, that Mr. Middleton's agreement with me for 
any contingent expences incurred in performing the ſervice I was ſent upen in the Nabob Vizier's 
country, ought to be conſidered as a contract, and was intended to prevent many heavy contin- 
gent charges that his Excellency the Nabob would etherwiſe be liableto ; and it appears by Mr. 
2 letter, that his Excellency ſaw it in this light, from his ready concurrence in paſſing my 
ills, 


| I have the honour to be, &. &c. &. 
| Berhampore, (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
the 1ſt December 1784. Major Comt 23d Regime 
TUES | Sepoys, 11t Brigade, 


Ordered, That a copy of Major Gilpin's letter be tranſmitted to the committee of accounts, 
with the ſeveral papers and bills encloſed in it, which are as follow ; and that the committee be ac- 
quainted with the Board's pleaſure, that the ſeveral bills be paſſed agreeably to their vouchers ; but 
that the preſentation of them at this late period, or to the Governor General and Council, is irre- 
gular, and the Board direct, that their indulgence to Major Gilpin, in paſſing this objection, may 
not be conſidered to operate as a precedent for the determination on ſuch claims as are fimilar to 
bis, and may be made in future. . 


Copy of Major Gilpin's letter to Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, dated the 3iſt December 178 1. 

Mr. Middleton's reply to it, of the ſame date. 

Major Gilpin's bills for allowances, in lieu of contingent charges, for October, November, 
D e 1782; and July, Auguſt, and September 1783. | 

Mr. Johnſon's letter to Major Gilpin, dated 24th July 1782. 

Major Gilpin's bills for tent allowance for July, Auguſt, September, October, November, 

and December 1782. 
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though dictated by prudence, will prove unneceſſary, 


( 201 ) 


To the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United Eaſt India Company. 


| ' Benares, 1ſt October 1784. 
Honourable Sirs, 


|| HAVE the honour to ſend you a duplicate of my laſt addreſs, and a copy of a letter to the 
Council, dated the 20th of September laſt, containing the report of my proceedings, and of the 
ſtate of your claims on the Nabqb Vizier to that period, being within three days of the cloſe of 
the Fuſſelee year: this is ſo full as to render an Ea information on that ſubject unneceſfary. 
The Nabob Vizier is ſo ſenſible of the juſt and diſintereſted conduct which I have obſerved to- 
wards him, and poſſeſſes, if I may credit appearances amounting to the ſtrongeſt evidence of 


which ſuch a concluſion is capable, ſo entire a confidence in my intentions reſpecting his concerns 


with the Company, that I have on my part an equal reliance on his ſteady ſupport of the ar- 
rangements which have been formed under my inſpection, both for the adminiſtration of his re- 
venue, and the diſcharge of his debt to the Honourable Company depending on it, He has given 
me the firmeſt aſſurances of this, and I have every reaſon to expect that the influence of the moſt 
reſpectable perſons of his family will be employed to countera® every other which may tend to 
warp him from it. I am ſorry to ſay, that ſuch an aſſiſtance was wanting; as the Nahob, though 
moſt gentle, in his manners, and bod with an underſtanding much above the common level, 
has been unfortunately bred up to habits that draw his attention too much from the care of his own 
affairs, and often ſubject him to the guidance of inſidious and unworthy confidants. This is one 
motive of my intention of making a longer ſtay at Benares than is neceſfary for the ſettlement of 
this Zemindary, which is already nearly concluded, that J may be at hand to countera® any at- 
tempt to defeat the effect of my prbceedings at Lucknow: But I believe that the precaution, 


My only remaining fear is, that the members of the Council, ſeeing affairs through a different 
medium from that through which I view them, may be diſpoſed, if not to counteract the ſyſtem 
which I have formed, to withhold from it their countenance and active ſupport. WhileI myſelf 
remain, it will be ſufficient if they permit it to operate without interruption; and I almoſt hops 
that in the event of a new adminiſtration of your affairs which ſhall confine itſelf to the ſame for- 
bearance, and manifeſt no ſymptoms of intended interference, the objects of my arrangements will 
be effectually attained; for I leaye them in the charge of agents whoſe intereſts, ambition, and 
every proſpect of life, are interwoven with their Reset, and the hand of Heaven has viſibly 
blefled the ſoil with every elementary ſource of progreſſive vegetation. But if a different policy 
ſhall be adopted ; if new agents are ſent into the country, and armed with authority for the pur- 
poſes of vengeance or corruption, for to no other will they be applied; if new demands are raiſed 
on the Nabob Vizier, and accounts overcharged on one fide, with a wide latitude taken on the 
other, to ſwell his debt beyond the means of payment ; if political dangers are portended, to ground 
on them the pleas for burthening his country with unneceſſary defences and enormous ſubſidies ; 
or if, even abſtaining from direct encroachment on the Nabob's rights, your government ſhall 
ſhew but a degree of perſonal kindneſs to the partizans of the late uſurpation, or by any con- 
ſtructive indication of partiality and diſaffection furniſh grounds for the expectation of an approach- 
ing change of ſyſtem I am ſorry to ſay, that all my labours would prove abortive; for the 
lighteſt cauſes will be ſufficient to deject minds ſore with the remembrance of paſt conflicts, and 
to elevate thoſe whoſe only dependence is placed in the renewal of the confuſion which I have la- 
boured with ſuch zeal to eradicate, and will of courſe debilitate the authority which can alone en- 
ſure ſuture ſucceſs. I almoſt fear that this denunciation of effects, from cauſes ſo incompetent as 
they will appear to thoſe who have not had the experience which I have had of the quick ſenſibi- 
lity which influences the habits of men placed in a ſtate of polity lo looſe, and ſubject to the con- 
tinual variations of capricious and deſpotic authority, will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void 
of foundation; nor, if they ſhould come to paſs, will it be eaſy to trace them with any poſitive 
eridence to their connection; yet it is my duty to apprize you of what I apprehend, on grounds 
which I deem of abſolute certainty, may come to paſs, and I rely on your candour for a fair in- 
terpretation of my intention, | | 


It is not quite foreign from this doctrine, as it will be highly acceptable to your Honourable 
Court to be informed, that during my reſideuce (and I may take the date further back, to the ex- 
pectation of it at Lucknow) the moſt perfect tranquility prevailed, and it ſtill ſubſiſts in every 
part of the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, a circumſtance unexampled in the annals of that go- 
vernment, either in any former period, or during that in which our influence has been blended 
with its own conſtitution ; and this I attribute excluſively to the preyalency of opinion, or, to 
apply the general maxim, to the univerſal conviction of a power and a diſpoſition actually exiſting, 
the one equal to the ſuppreſſion of any movement of ſedition, and the other determined to the pu- 


niſhment of it: Nor has my time been unprofitably beſtowed, even in the long interval in _—_ 
VER | Was 


„ K 


none, not even in private; I iſſued not a fingle warrant, nor ſuffered ay” individual of my de. 


(202) 


T was obliged to wait for the firſt appearance of the rainy ſeaſon, before I could ſee the beginning 
of the new ſettlement. It afforded leiſure for the conſtitutional adroiniſtration-of- the country tg 
recover Its authority; it impreſſed the minds of all men, that the government which I repreſented 
was determined to render it permanent; and it enabled me to eſtabliſh my own influence and 
aſcendant over the minds of the Nabob, his miniſters, and his people, on the grounds of their 
confidence in me. This was an eaſy line, for it required nothing to be done, nothing but for- 
bearance : I daily conferred with the miniſters, I received their reports, I gave my advice; but [ 
left every thing wholly to their management. I afſumed no appearance of command, I exerciſed 


iſtinct from the 


pendants to uſe my name, even in the common Bazar, with an privilege 


bf any other inhabitant. The Nabob met me on the border of his territory, our troops and bag. 


gage were intermixed on the = and our camps often joined: I and my Journ, who were nu- 
merous, with a large ſociety of Engliſh gentlemen, which was unavoidable, lived in the ſame 
city five months, and of that time within the ſame common encloſure of the Nabob's pa- 


lace; nor in all that time did a ſingle accident happen from ſuch a mixture of ſociety to diſturb ſts 
peace, or to create miſunderſtanding between either the principals or parties of either, but they 
a 


continued united with the ſame harmony that exiils between the members of a private famil 
nor, whether in public or in private, thougli occaſions of great delicacy often occurred, il 
word ever paſs in converſation between the Nabob and myſelt inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt amity 
and mutual good humour, I hope this will not have the air of ſelf-commendation,—My behy- 
viour was regulated by a preconcerted policy, the Nabob's by a natural benevolence and pliancy of 
temper, joined to a perſuaſion that I merited more than an ordinary return of kindneſs from him 
which left my part very eaſy, and will, I truſt, ſtill continue to operate for the common benefit of 
his intereſt, and yours, whatever may be my lot; for I have promiſed that I will not abandon him 
to the chance of another mode of relation, and moſt e giyen him aſſurances of your ra- 
tification and confirmation of that which I have eſtabliſhed between his government and the 


Company. | 
I hope I ſhall be pardoned for repeating a remark, which I have already made in my letter to 


the Council (for it ought to be known and remembered) that I have provided for the complete 


diſcharge, in one year, of a debt contracted by the accumulation of many, and from a country 
whoſe reſources have been waſted and diffipated by three. ſucceſſive years of drought, and one of 
anarchy, : „ . 


- Therecovery of ſo large a part of your property will alſo afford a ſeafonable and ſubſtantial te- 
lief to the neceſſities of your government, and enable it, for ſuch is my confidential hope, to be- 
gin upon the reduction of your debt at intereſt before the concluſion of this year, I mean the year 
of our. own computation, | 


Whatever may be the event of this tranſaction, I cannot conclude the report of it without 
teſtifying my acknowledgment of the very uſeful aſſiſtance which Thave received from the ofhcial 
{kill and abilities of Mr. David Anderſon. His reputation, which has been eſtabliſhed on the 
merits of much more important ſervices, will 8 addition from this tribute paid to it: 
yet the circumſtances under which they were yielded on this occaſion would not allow me to ſup- 
preſs it, as he had formed the reſolution of reſigning the ſervice for the recovery of a very de- 
clining health, and had actually beſpoke his paſſage in one of your homeward-bound ſhips, when 
his friendſhip and public zeal induced him to remain, at my ſolicitation, and to accompany me on 
this deputat ion. As ] have occaſionally mentioned the number af gentlemen which compoſed my 
family, I havea pride and pleaſure in 6 that they all contributed, by the correctneſs of their 
manners, and conciliating behaviour, to maintain that familiar and cordial intercourſe which [ 


have already deferibed to have ſubſiſted between the Nabob and myſelf, and to leave a laſting and 


favourable impreſſion of the Britiſh character with his ſubjects. 
For the reſt I beg leave to refer to my letter to. the Board; and am, with the moſt reſpedtful 
and dutiful attachment, . s CPE | 
Honourable Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient, 
mud moſt humble Servant, 
| WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Gentlemen, ES 1 | Ws 


I have the honour to- acquaint you, that I this day received my audience of leave from his 
Highneſs the Nabob VIzier. | | 


To anticipate calamity 1s an invidious and irkſome taſk. ; yet before I retire from the court of 
Owde I am wee called upon by duty, and perhaps not ill qualified by experience, to ſuggeſt 
to the Honourable Board the probable conſequences of my removal; it is the laſt important obli- 
gation of the truſt repoſed in me, and I ſhall acquit myſelf of it with fidelity. 


Much as 1 lament the unproſperous fue of an enterprize, which in its ſucceſs would have been 


ſo honourable to me, my —_—_— of it is unmixed with any painful conſciouſneſs. I have done 
e 


my duty; and your applauſe, gentlemen, as it is the beſt teſtimony, is alſo the beſt reward of my 


laborious endeayours in the public ſervice, 


Appointed to the arduous work of reformation, I found in Hyder Beg Cawn an antagoniſt of 


irreſiſtible ſtrength, over whom it was impoſſible I ſhould fingly prevail; who in the extenſive in- 
fluence derived from his wealth, in the univerſal terror inſpired by his authority, in the laviſh 


fubſerviency and more than puerile weakneſs of the Prince his maſter, poſſeſſed a power of re- 
ſiſtance which I long ſince foreſaw, and long ſince foretold, would render equally yain the con- 


tinued exerciſe of all my firmneſs, and every exertion of my underſtanding. 


To reſtore the Sovereign to his dignity, to curb the ambition of his miniſter, to correct the diſ- 


orders and abuſes of his government, were the ſalutary and important objects of my deſignation at 


the court of OwWde. Their accompliſhment would have eſtabliſhed the Engliſh influence over 


theſe once rich and flouriſhing provinces on a baſis of more ſtability than any we had yet owned, 


and an intereſt. in the hearts of the people, acquired and confirmed through the bleſſings they de- 
rived from us. | x 


The triumphant oppoſition of Hyder Beg Cawn has defeated a purpoſe ſo full of wiſdom and 


humanity, but the attempt, I am well aſſured, has left an indelible impreſſion of fear and hatred 


upon his mind. Delivered at laſt from the hateful preſence of your repreſentative, and inveſted 
with the virtual ſovereignty of the Viziers dominions, all the activity, all the malevolence of his 
heart and underſtanding, will be called forth and exerted, to confirm his independance, and to 
gratify his revenge. 3 


In the uniform experience of years, in the conſiſtent iniquity and miſmanagement of the mi- 


niſter, we find an elaborate inſtruction directing us with unerring certainty to the future fate of 


Owde, and our friends. 


It is moſt foreign from my intention to arraign the wiſdom, or to diſpute the decrees of govern- 
ment; but I obey the dictates of truth and duty in declaring, that I cannot imagine a conjunc- 


ture of more imminent and apparent danger to the intereſt of my employers, or to the honour of 


my country; the firſt I conſider as inſeparably connected with the proſperity of Owde; the laſt 
will receive a mortal wound, ſhould thoſe be abandoned by us, who in their ſervices and attach- 


ment have a ſacred claim to our protection. From the exerciſe of deſpotic authority by ſuch a cha- 


rater as the miniſter, what indeed is to be hoped but the moſt heinous abuſe of it? From a re- 


liance on the clemency of Hyder Beg Cawn, what milder doom, than death or confiſcation ? 


Suffer me, gentlemen, in the affirmance of the melancholy propriety of theſe reflections, to refer 
to your own opinions, to your own expreſſive language. I tranſcribe them from the inſtructions 
I received through the Honourable the Governor General, ſhortly after my appointment; deli- 


neating the former conduct of the miniſter with a truth and deciſion that will not be diſputed, they 


furniſh the moſt undeniable evidence of the peril of confiding in him, and render an appeal equally 
ſuperfluous and impertinent: I ſhall therefore paſs in ſilence oyer a thouſand ſuperadded examples, 


All ſtrongly characteriſtic of the principles and policy of Hyder Beg Cawn, which have occurred 


during the interval that has ſince elapſed, and which, like thoſe I am now about tolay before you, 


. conſtitute a perpetual record of his contempt for your authority, of his inſolence, ambition, and 


rapacity. | 5 | | 

8 Immediately on your arrival, ſound the diſpoſition of Hyder Beg Cawn; his conduct has for 
ſome time paſt been highly reproachable. Till within theſe three months, when Mr. Johnſon 
aſſumed a large portion of his authority, he poſſeſſed, without countroul, both the unpatticipated 
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and entire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to that government; the Nabob himſelf 
being, as he ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cypher in his, and the fanckion 
by which he exerciſed his authority; yet he has dared both to ule the Nabob's name, and even 
his ſeal, athxed to letters, either dictated to the Nabeb, or written from him without his know. 
ledge, containing very improper demands on our government, and ſuch as evidently tended to 
promote Hyder Beg's influence and intereſt, and even to make him afſume a very uabecoming 
tone of refuſal, reproach, and reſentment, in oppoſition to meaſures recommended by me, and 
even to acts done by my authority, in literal conformity to the Nabob's own and earneſt folici- 
tations; ſuch as the refumption of the Jaghires, and the ſeizure of his father's treaſures, which 
had been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the hands of the Begum his mother, and the other condi- 
tions of the engagement exacted fiom me at Chunar, On every occaſion of this kind the late Re- 
ſident has been the faithtul echo and ſupport of the miniſter's pretenſions. I muſt therefore have 
recourſe to you for the introduction of a new ſyſtem in that government.” Again, It may be 

- adviſeable to try him (the miniſter) by the mode of conciliation in your firſt converſation with 
him; at the fame time that it will be neceſſary to declare to him, in the plaineſt terms, the 
footing and conditions on which he ſhall be permitted to retain his place, with the alternative of 
diſmiſhon, and a ſcrutiny into his paſt conduct, if he refuſes it. In the firſt place, I will not te- 
ceive from the Nabob, as his, letters dictated by the ſpirit. of oppoſition, but ſhall conſidet every 
ſuch attempt as the miniſter's, and as an infult on our government. In the ſecond place, { 
Mall expect that nothing is done in his official character, but with your knowledge and partici- 

. pation.” —Again, ſpeaking of Almaſs Ally Cawn, It is very extraordinary that his defection, 
his retreat to the frontier, the ſubſequent negociations which pafſed between him and the Nabob, 
the engagements concluded between them, which reſemble more a treaty between equal ſtates, 
than a tranſaction between a Sovereign and his vaſſal, have all paſſed without the leaſt communi- 
cation or report of them made to me by the Reſident, or his aſſiſtant, or the miniſter; and in 
a letter which I have lately received from the Nabob, the miniſter has had the preſumption to 
make the Nabob declare the whole to be falſe, and without foundation; and to affirm that every 
art of his dominions enjoys the moſt perfect peace and tranquility, Upon this ſubject the be- 

| e of the miniſter is f reprehenſible, that I think it incumbent upon me to let him know 
my ſentiments of it, It will at leaſt ſhew him how thin the veil is by which he covers his own 
acts; and that ſuch artifices will only tend to make them the more criminal, from the falſehood 

: and duplicity with which they are aſſociated. As for Almaſs Ally Cawn himſelf, the policy 
which has been obſerved towards him has been ſcandaloufly derogatory from the Nabob's dignity 
and intereſts, and hurtful to the repreſentation of our government, fo far as it is connected, or 
the world will think it connected, with it.—Laſtly, The Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly 
_ complained of the indignity which he ſuffers in his authority, by the uſurpation of the Company's 
Reſident ; and as repeatedly demanded, that whenever the an balance ſhall be completely 
diſcharged he may be freed from this vexation; that he may be permitted to pay the ſubſidy in 
ready money; and that the aſſignments which have been granted to ſatisfy that demand may be 
"reſtored to him. I confeſs that I did myſelf give encouragement to this propoſition, knowing at 
the ſame time the quarter from whence it came, I mean from Hyder Beg Cawn; and, willing 
to exonerate this government from the trouble and reſponſibility, and the Company from thedil- 
grace of whatever might attend the adminiſtration of the Nabob's government: I thought too that 
it preſented a ſure proſpect of the regular payment of the current demands, by the penalty which 
would attend the failure, in the retumption of the former ſyſlem of aſſignments, and in the per- 
ſonal claims which it would bring on the miniſter, But his miſcondu@ has ſince manifeſted it- 
ſelf in ſo many particular inſtances, beſides the univerfal diſorder of the country, and this is fo 


alarming in its effects to our own government, that I ſhall heſitate, until I have the ſureſt and 


moſt ſatisfactory grounds to recommend an acquieſcence in ſuch a meaſure, At preſent, the plea 
cn which it is grounded is probably yet at ſome diſtance; for whilſt I am writing theſe inſtruc- 
tions, freſh circumſtances occur to my knowledge, which make me much ſuſpect the real pay- 
ment of the ſums brought to the Nabob's credit for the laſt year's balance. . may not, how. 
ever, be amiſs to talk with the miniſter on this ſubject, to let him know that it is well underſto 

to be a demand for fubſlituting his authority in the place of the Company's, and to inveſt him with 
the ſovereignty of the Nabob's dominions ; to aſk him, whether he ſhall in ſuch caſe expect the 
Company's protection? and if he does, by what claim of 1ight ? and whether, in the event of his 
involving our government in a new ſcene of hoſtilities by. thoſe which his mal- adminiſtration may 
produce, whether internally or by invaſion in that country, he fhall think himſelf in juſtice ex- 
empt from the perſonal vengeance which we may be Aifpoſel to exact from him? At all events, 
the propoſition muſt be diſcouraged till a fafer ſeaſon for its acceptance; but the abſolute reje-" 
ticn of it eluded with the Nabob, if he fhall himſelf renew it,” Fn way 

, | eg. 
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1 have the honour, Ke. 4 
Lucknow, | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 
Sth Febry. 1784. | ds 
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To the Honourable Court of Dit eftors of the Honourable United Bal India Company. 


Honourable Sirs, . Lucknow, 3oth April 1784. 


I HAVE judged it incumbent on me to make trial of every practicable chance of conveying 
to you the earlieſt intelligence of my arrival at the place from which this letter is dated, and o* 
the firſt effects produced by the accommodation which took place by the reſolution of the Gover- 
nor General and Council, paſſed on the 311t of December laſt, and already notified to you by the 
ſucceſſive diſpatches of your ſhips, I ſhall begin the thread of my report from that date. I ſoon 
afier found that the ſtate of this country was fo diſordered in its revenye and adminiſtration, and 
the credit and influence of the Nabob himſelf ſo much ſhaken by the effects of the late uſurpation 
of his authority, and the conteſt which attended it, as to require the acceſſion of an extraneous 
aid to reſtore the powers and conſtitution of his government ; and I was ſtrongly and repeatedly 
urged to repair hither in perſon for that purpoſe, 


Theſe inſtances, though declared to be conformable to the wiſhes of the Nabob Vizier, his fa- 
mily and miniſters, having been privately conveyed to me, I repreſented them as ſuch to the 
Board on the 20th of January, and offered my ſervices to go to Lucknow whenever the Nabab 
Vizier ſhould RI it, which I knew, from undoubted authority, he would, with his anſwer to 
the notification formally made to him of the reſolution of the 311t of December. Py 


My reaſons for thus anticipating the occaſion were many—The qi ſtracted ſtate of affairs, 
which every ſuſpenſion of a day would aggravate; the ſeaſon of the collections requiring the ap- 
plication of early exertions for their ſecurity ;'and my own infirm ſtate of health, which was not 


equal to ſuſtain ſo long a journey, if protraQted to the commencement af the hot winds, 


My offer was accepted, by a conditional declaration on the part of Mr, Wheler, and I mad: 
inſtant preparations for the journey. ft 3 


On the 14th of February the Nabob's invitation arrived. I repeated my propoſal; the ſame 
authority decided its acceptance; and on the 17th I took my leave of the Board, and departed 
from Calcutta with a ſevere indiſpoſition, which had ſeized me ſome time preceding, then hang- 
ing on me. Happily the change of air effected my ſpeedy cure; and on the 27th a I arrived 
at this place, in a ſtate of health ſo confirmed, as to promiſe an unremitted attention to the very 
important objects of my commiſſion. | ; | 


On my way, I had the alarming perſpective of a ſoil ſo completely exhauſted of its natural 
moiſture by the failure of one entire ſeaſon of the periodical rains, that except the fields of 
grain that had been kept in vegetation by the uncommon labour of the huſbandmen, and were 
{till cloathed with a luxuriant produce, or that retained the ſtubble of the recent harveſt, the 


Plains exhibited an appearance of barrenneſs ſo dreary, that even the roots of its former herbage 


no longer exiſted, and the deep ravines and beds of rivers, which I paſſed, threw up clouds of 


= 


\ duſt from their channels. Theſe are not circumſtances of triyal obſervation, nor are they con- 
| fined to the lands of theſe provinces, Every region of Hindoſtan has felt the ſame angry viſi- 


tation, and another year of equal drought (which is not to be expected in the courſe of natural 
events) would put it out of the reach of human wiſdom to prevent or retrieve the dreadful cala- 
mity which muſt attend it, | 55 | 


Yet ſuch is my reliance on the gratitude and unbounded confidence of the Nabob and his mi- 
niſters, that J dare promiſe, even at this immature period, under every circumſtance but the 
dreadful one which 1 have above ſuppoſed,” and which I have ſtated as improbable, a ſucceſsful pro- 
greſs and termination of the meaſures which I have begun, equal to any expectations which may 
have begun, equal to any expectations which may have been formed of it, however ſanguine, if 

am not counteracted, and my operations impeded, by orders which I may not reſiſt, and am 
allowed to remain to the time deſtined for their perfecxion - nor ſhall it be a common obſtryCtion 
Which ſhall reſtrain me ; for 1 poſſeſs ſuch inherent 3 as, I truſt, will prove ſuperior to 
every ſpecies of oppoſition, but the laſt extremity of it. Indeed, if ſuch ſprings as give the com- 
mon movements to popular opinion could influence my proceedings, I ML AION experienced 
ſuch in two inſtances, one of which I believe to have had the ſpecial ſervice in which I am engaged 
for its object, and the other the general ruin of my authority, w 


I allude, firſt, to a report fabricated at Fort St. George, of the arriyal of a ſhip of war at Bom- 
bay, with the authentic intelligence of my diſmiſſion with diſgrace from my office, which 1 Te 
N | | ceiv 


2 
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ceived at the inſtant that I was ſetting my foot on the ſhore at Nuddeah, for the commencement 
of my journey; and ſecondly, to a paper tranſmitted to me by a reſpected authority from Cal- 
cutta, containing ſtrictures on my former deputation, ſaid to he a part of a report of the Select 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, which unhappily apply to every purpoſe of this, and 
which declare (with horror I repeat uy right inveſted in the Commander in Chief of the arm 

to oppole the power delegated by the Government itſelf to its firſt executive member, and to af 
ſert that right by an appeal to the army for its ultimate deciſion upon it. The words of the Re- 
port, if it be ſuch, to which JI allud e, are theſe: ä cos, i 


c By theſe inſtructions it appears, that the Governor General was poſitively reſtrained from 
& the exerciſe of any military power whatſoever beyond the garriſon and fortreſs of Fort Wil- 
e liam; ſo that the delegation and exerciſe of all military power and authority, beyond the li- 
© mits ſo deſcribed,'was adireC and poſitive diſobedience of the orders of the Court of Directors. 


& Diſobedience of orders on a point ſo delicate and important as that of wreſting the military 
command from the official military officer, who was inveſted with that authority by the orders 
4 of the Ditectors, might have been productive of conſequences extremely prejudicial to the 
© ſervice: if the Commander in Chief had aſſerted the right inveſted in himſelf, a contention 
for executive power might have been the conſequence; and the army, which in India is fo pe- 
“ culiarly conſtituted as to require not only exact diſcipline, but the moſt perfect fubordinatien, 
< in order to enſure obedience, muſt have ultimately decided where that obedience was due,” | 


I dare not examine a doctrine affirmed to be of ſo ſacred an authority; yet I may hunib'y ſuggeſt 
that it never was, nor could have been intended to be applied to the actual Commander in Off, 
whoſe command was originally conſtituted by the Governor General and Council themſelves, and 
therefore could not be rendered ſuperior to, and independent of, the powers veſted in the Gover- - 

nor General and Council by an act of Parliament paſſed before its exiſtence, nor included in any 
inſtrucl ions of the Court of Directors, alſo framed at a more ancient period, if even at a later; 
"and a ſenſe of national duty ſuperior to every conſideration of perſonal ſafety, or the reyerence 
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which is due to high office, impels me to denounce, and to date the fall of the Britiſh empire in 
India from the inſtant that it ſhall be decided declared or underſtood that any Commander in 
Chief of the army, be his title or rank what it will, is, or may be, by any conſtructive power, 
independent of the Government under which the wiſdom of Parliament. hath: hitherto placed the 
army ſerving in theſe provinces, and every member of it, in an implicit and abſolute ſubjection 


to its authority. " 


| God forbid that any future Pizarros and Almagros ſhould diſgrace the annals of your -domi- f- 
nion, or mark the traces of its decline with the blood of your ſervants and ſo'diers—but the con- | 
| teſt will probably be of ſhort duration; and happy will it be for the.intereſts of humanity, if ſuch 

ſhall be the iſſue, though dreadful to our own, whatever period of time may cloſe it! | * 
Let me add, nor let my words be uttered in vain, that whenever the fatal blow ſhall be ſtruck, 9 

or from whatever hand it ſhall proceed, its effect will not be a gradual decay, but an inſtanta- & 


- neous ruin; for your exiſtence hangs on the thread of opinion, which the touch of chance may 
break; and even that ſource, which ought to flow with the principles of its duration, will, if 
productive of the ſame deleterious ſtreams which have been lately ſeen to iſſue from it, prove the 


cauſe of its diſſolution, | 


I am not myſelf apprehenſive of any evil conſequence from the partial and limited. command 
wjhich ] poſleis over your army, in its tendency to provoke a competition; for in the firſt place, 
I will never put it to the iſſue of a trial; and in the ſecond, were the Board to permit the Com- 
mander in Chief to come into this quarter, which is not likely, I confidently hope that before he 
could arrive, this province will have been fo regulated as not to require any foreign aid for its 
internal protection, nor of courſe any exerciſe of the powers which I poſſeſs, and which he might 


deem himſelf warranted to reſiſt, 


I proceed to report the effects which have been produced to this time from the late accommo 
dation, and the objects to which I look for the final ifſue of it. 2 


Before my departure from Calcutta, I applied through a private channel to the acting 1 8 
to advance an immediate ſupply of money to your Paymaſter General at Lucknow for the ſu 
ſiſtence of the troops ſtationed in thefe provinces, who were then many months in arrears, 5 
ſuffered much additional diſtreſs from the ſcarcity and dearneſs of grain. He inſtantly raiſed t 


ſum of ten lacks of rupees, which proved a critical and effectual relief. Since my arrival * 1 


- 
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made other payments to a conſiderable amount. Theſe are particularized in the encloſed account“, 
No. 1, in which I have included, for your early information, all the payments made in liquida- 
tion of the Honourable Company's debt in the courſe of the preſent Fuſſullee year, to which all 


accounts of the revenue are by old cuſtom adjuſted, and commences on the 11th of September, to 
the preſent time, | | | 


To this I have joined another account, No. 2, Rating the probable claims of the Company 


upon the Nabob Vizier, from the beginning of the preſent to the end of the next Fuſſullee year, 
or to the 10th September 1785, be 9; | 


On both theſe accounts I ſhall offer a few neceſſary remarks.—Firſt on No. 1. The firſt ſum 
of 16 lacks of rupees, ſtated as the account of Mr. Briſtow's receipts, is taken from his own ac- 
count in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Wombwell, the Accomptant for this ſtation, but differs materially 
from that which has been drawn by the Nabob's officers; and I have referred it to the Board for 
adjuſtment with Mr. Briſtow, who alone can explain the difference. 


The ſecond article is the regular produce of the current revenue. was early careful to guard 
the miniſter againſt the uſe of violent meaſures, to anticipate the period of collection for the pur- 
poſe of giving an oſtenſible credit to the preſent ſyſtem, by ſwelling the amounts of the payments 
made in conſequence of it; although the exigencies of your ſtate induced me to preſs him to con- 
tribute what he could for your relief, without adding to the diſtreſſes of his own, for the country 
will not bear it, | | 


The third article was obtained by my own ſuggeſtion from Almaſs Ally Cawn, who complied 
chearfully and without heſitation, conſidering it as an evidence ſeaſonably offered for the general 
refutation of the charges of perfidy and diſloyalty, which have been ſo laboriouſly urged againſt 
him, and carried at one time to an exceſs which had nearly driven him to abandon the country 
for the preſervation of his life and honour, and thus to give a colour to the charges themſelves. 


It will ſcarce merit your attention to be informed that I have inveſted a part of this ſupply in 
bills of exchange, payable to the Governor General and Council in Calcutta, to the amount of 5 
lacks of Calcutta ſiccas, but as it is connected with an arrangement which may prove of future 
advantage to your intereſts in the reduction of the hoondyan or exchange, from 16 per cent. to 5, 
at which it is my determination to fix it. | | 


[ have recommended to the Board to appropriate the whole of this article as a fund for the pay- 
ment of the: intereſt of your bonds, which had ſuffered ſomething in their credit and current value 
from the ſuſpenſion of the payment of intereſt, ſome months before I left Calcutta, 


TheJaſt article is the balance of the ſum due from Fyzoola Cawn, by a treaty made between 
him and the Nabob Vizier, through the agency of Major Palmer, on the 15th February 1783. 
wo lacks of this amount are now in regular courſe of payment, the remaining three are not due 
by ſtipulation till the next ſeaſon, called Kherief, which is a period included between the middle 
of September and the middle of February. Some days after my arrival, L intimated to his vakeel 


mY wiſh to have both payments immediately concluded; and his maſter gave immediate orders 
or it, | „ Es 


To this inſtance of reſpect to your Government he has added another, in the deputation of his 


lon to Lucknow, to confirm the aſſurance of his attachment to the Company and Britiſh 
Nation, ; 


What further fums may be realized in the courſe of this year, of which the productive part is 
aready paſt, I cannot ſay; but it is my hope that a conſiderable part of the Nabob's debt will be 
/1quidated, and the diſcharge of the remaining enſured by the engagements of creditable bankers, 
lo that it may be wholly cleared within the courle of the enſuing year, | 


The account, No. 2, is an eſtimate formed on the actual expence, but will be conſiderably re- 


a TON future proſpects and objects ſhall be anſwerable to my preſent expectations: To them 
proceed | | 


; * The accounts alluded to in this and the next paragraph were, in the hurry of the Governor's depar- 
ure from Lucknow, miflaid, and no copies of them are to be procured, It is hoped, however, that this 
2 will be excuſed, as the ſtatements here alluded to have been comprehended in accounts of later 


Vor. IV. 8 3G DEI ORs | iſt 


ee ee 
: — AYE INVERSE 2G 


— Yo. 
> 3 
_ - — = > - -—© 


_——— SEC Te IE — 


r — 4 
— — — = - 


—— * erer — * 
82 . oe — 
- b d 4 © a. — 
—— — * 2 — 5 — x — > — — 225 
« © . 


2 
. 0 


- —— —ů 2 * 
— or Ss 


„ K 4 ＋ eg 


* : TED 4 re ww 
e * -_ A 
1 Tas WM 


* 


8 
— 


3 ＋ 4 5 lh — 
— >” —— — - = 
- 


208 |] 


e&., My firſt with is to realiee the amount of your demand on the Nabob of Oude, to the 


end of che next Fuſſulles year, and to obtain ample ſecurities for it before. I depart from 


2d, My next care will be to induce the Nabob's miniſters to appoint bodies of - regular 
troops, for the ſupport of his collections, and the internal defence of his country. This: will 
preclude the neceſſity of calling for the aid of our troops, and I hope may prove the means of 
releafing him from the extraordinary and undefined ſubſidy, which he now pays for the great 
detachment employed under the command of Colonel Sir John Cumming, in Rohilcund, and 
the regiments which have been occaſionally demanded and remain ſcattered over other parts of 
his dominions, and of confining our defence, and the Nabob Vizier's payments, to the brigade 
ſtatloned at Cawnpore, and to the ſubſidy fixed by the treaty for its expen ce. 


3dly. My laſt and ultimate hope is, that when theſe objects are attained, your wiſdom will 
put a final period to the ruinous and diſreputable ſyſtem of interference, whether avowed or ſe- 
cret, in the affairs of the Nabob of Oude, and withdraw for ever the influence by which it was 
maintained, | | 

This country has no inlets of trade by which it can ſupply the iſſues which are made from it; 
for excepting the factory at Tonda, which ſubſiſts by a contract making part of your inveſtment, 
and the . of opium and ſaltpetre, which is not conſiderable, I do not know any other at- 
ticle of commerce from which it could derive any returns; therefore every rupee which is drawn 
from its circulation into 145 treaſury will accelerate the period at which its ability muſt ceaſe to 
pay even the ſtipulated uance 
more than one half to the military eſtabliſhment required for the defence of your dominions, with- 
out any charge on your own income, and you oppoſe a wide and powerful fruntier to your even- 
tual enemies. FF e 


That force will continue to be an effectual ſafeguard to the country, which will ſuffer nothing 
by its maintenance, becauſe the ſpecie thus applied will of courſe flow back into its circulation; 
and it is a tribute which it ought gladly to pay, for its whole wealth would not in any other way 
yield an adequate mode of protection. 1 | 2 


Few are the advocates of the national intereſts, and their voice will be faintly heard amid the 


numerous and loud exclamations of private rapacity ; but T _ aſſume to rank myſelf with 


the former, and to aſſure you that if you ſeek for a permanent and profitable ſyſtem of cannec- 
tion with this country, you muft confine your claims upon it to the line which T have recom- 


_ mended ; if you tranſgreſs it, you may extend the diſtribution of patronage, and add, by the far- 
il 
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tune of individuals, to the nominal riches of Great Britain; but your own intereſt will ſuffer by 
it, and the ruin of a great and once-ffouriſhing nation will be recorded as the work of your admi- 
niſtration, with an everlaſting reproach on the Britiſn name. „ | 


To this reaſoning I ſhall join the obligations of juſtice and good faith, which cut off every 


prerext for your exerciſing any power or authority in this country, while the Sovereign of it ful- 
fils the engagements which have been contracted with you. | | 


- have the honour to be, &c. 
3 _ Henourable Sirs, 


(Signed) -WARREN HASTINGS 


ubſidy. By the continuance of this N maintain an acceſſion of 
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Cons. 14 Dec. 1784. 


Governor General. 


December 4th 1784. 


Tur other members of the Board cannot have ſuch grounds of knowledge as I derive from 

long intercourſe, and almoſt local. inſpection in the ſtate. of Hindeſtan, and the ſtrngth and 

probable views of its different rulers ; but I have no right to complain if they exerciſe that which 

they undoubtedly poſſeſs, of judging for themſelves, Yet let me obſerve, that every inform- 

ation from every officer of the army, who either is. or my hope to be eventually employed on 
n 


that ſervice, which I have declared to be an unneceſſary incumbrance on the country of which 
it is profeſſedly the defence, and as unneceſſary an expence to the Company, ought to be wholly 
rejected, vnleis ſupported by undeniable evidence; neither can I admit in this caſe the advice of 
the Commander in chief —he is moſt certainly the competent judge of the ſufficiency of any 
given force for any actual ſervice to be performed, or for repelling any expected aa? (De pro- 
vided the ſtrengtli of the enemy be previouſly aſcertained ; but of the neceſſity or expediency of 
employing any force in the cafes ſuppoſed, or of the exiſtence of ſuch caſes, the Board itſelf is 
at leaſt, equally competent to jurlge, and alone to determine. I for my own part profeſs to re- 

uire no ſuch reference; but if the Board is of opinion that it be made, 1 do not object, only 

lating that my opinion cannot be bound by the reſult, | 


In the mean time, as I ſhall be ready at all times to accommodate my opinion to thoſe of the 
Board, which may be decidedly againft them in cafes which will admit of delay, modification, 
or alternative, with little regard to'the injury which my own influence may ſuſtain by the public 
diſavowal or repeat of acts 1 my authority, merely as it may a et my own feelings ; 
| am willing on this oecafion to ſuſpend the e Fefts of my order, by writing to Major Palmer 
to ſuppreſs ity, or if he ſhall have already tranimitted it, by writing in a like manner to Colone 
Cumming, to ſuſpend the execution of it; and will agree to leave the final confirmation or 
repeal of it to the future judgment of the Board. | | 


The Board will find my grounds for the conviction of the fittle cauſe there is to apprehend 
any treachery from Madajee Sindia. fully detailed in my report, now prepated for their inſpection 
of my proceedings with relation to the Prince Mirza Jehander Shah. To theſe I wilt add another, 
which though of no recent impreſſion, efcaped my attention at the inſtant: a ſolemn peace has 
been concluded between the Maratta State and the Company, cemented by a ſeparate treaty with 
Mahdajee Sindia. If he violates theſe combined obligations, he will not only forfeit the credit 
of his own faith, but commit an act of the moſt criminal offence againſt the general flate of 
which he is a member; unleſs it be ſuppoſed that he acts on a plan concerted with the other 
members of it, or has been ſo inſtructed by them, which is againſt probability, ſince it is neither 
likely that ſuch a deſign, with ſo many privy to it, could be ſecret, nor that the chiefs of o 
many looſe dependencies of a fovereign in his minority, ſhould fo eaſily reconcile their diſcordant 
intereſts as to agree in ſuch a confederacy, and ſo heartily unite in it as to conceal it from public 
knowledge, In effect, it is generally underſtood to be a fact well afcertained, that great miſ- 
uncerſtandings have ſubſiſted between them, and that all are jealous of Sindia, both on account 
of his power and connections. LP | : | 


He is the ruling power in the countries which border on the dominions of the Nabob Vizier 
or on that quarter of our own. . In effect there is no other power. He has committed no act 
which can he conſtrued as hoſtile to our Government, or leading to hoftility, or indicating the 
intention of it; and his preſence fo near to the borders of the dominion of the Nabob Vizier is 
fo far from being a juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, that it is the effect of my own ſolicitation to him, 
and is fo far the effect of an act of this government. There is, therefore, no cauſe for keeping 
up two armies, in a ſeaſon of eſtabliſhed peace, and no enemy near, to defend the dominions 
of the Nabob Vizier, who declares the one alone to be ſufficient, and that he cannot maintain 
more; nor has this Government any right to force the defence, with its maintenance, upon 


im, 


I forbear to ſtate this argument in its extent, at which it would not be eaſy to reply to it; 
and I fear to aggravate, where I profeſs a deſire to conciliate. 


If the other members of the Board ſee, or think they ſee, grounds for alarm, which I cannot 
„and ſhall ſtill reſolve to retain the detachment in its preſent ſtate, they have the power of 
deciding, and I muſt ſubmit ; but hope that they will not inſiſt on loading the Nabob Vizier with 
the charge, until the Court of Directors ſhall have been apprized of all the circumſtances of the 
meaſure, and paſſed their deciſion upon it. | 


J feel 
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I feel the ſenſe of an obligation impoſed on me, by the ſuppoſition which I have made, to 


ſtate a mode of rendering the detachment of uſe in its preſcribed ſtation, and affording the 
pearance of a cauſe for its retention. I moſt reluctantly anticipate the occaſion, to which I can 
never on any account give my conſent, that the Court of Directors may receive the earlieſt 
notice both of the reſolution of the Board on the original queſtion, and of the purpoſe to which 
it is the intention of the Board to apply it; this will lead to a diſcuſſion for which I am unpre- 
pared, and had reſerved for a period of leiſure, for the deliberate and wary examination of the 
ſubject, and for the diſcloſure ot ſuch events as might demand an immediate deciſion upon 
it, | 1 | | | | e 


I muſt repeat that the inftant diſpatch of the Surprize, and the expectation of her ſpeedy 
arrival in England, probably within the courſe of four months, induce me to make this pre- 
mature expdltion of a new political ſcene which will merit the early attention of the Court of 
Directors, with every intermediate circumſtance relating to it, which can eventually depend 
upon the reſolutions of the Board, that their orders thereon may be received at the commence- 


ment of the next fair ſeaſon, or at leaſt that ſuch an option be afforded them to convey them 


within that period. | 


T have already ſaid that there is now no power, which can he properly fo called, in that part 
of Hindoſtan which borders on the dominions of the Company and their ally the Nabob Vizier; 


but this affirmation, though ſtrictly true with relation to the queſtion of preſent danger, muſt 
be taken ſolely in that reſtrictive application of it. A new ſource of ſerious contemp!ation has 
ariſen from a nearer quarter, namely, that of the Seiks, a people who, from a mean ſet of reli- 


gious ſchiſmatics, have rapidly grown into the members of a dominion, extending from the moſt 


weſtern branch of the Attoch to the walls of Delhy: its preſent ſtate is too coutemptible to be 
an object of apprehenſion to any force that could be oppoſed to it but the King's, who derives as 
much of his preſent weakneſs from their encroachments, as from the uſurpations of his own 
ſervants, which have excited them : they are, by their bodily frame and habits of life, eminently 
ſuited to the military profeſſion, but this propenſity is qualified by a ſpirit of independence, 
which is a great check to its exertion : every village has its ſeparate and diſtinct ruler, acknow- 
ledging no controul, but that of the people of his own immediate community, who in their 
turn yield him little more than nominal ſubmiſſion. ' I remember when my enquiries led me to 
the knowledge of five independent ſovereigns reſiding in the ſame city of Labore; though expo- 
ſed from this cauſe to a continual ſtate of internal warfare, they are all prompt at the call of 
common danger, at which they will, without difficulty, abandon their mutual conteſts, to join 
in repelling it; returning, when the danger is paſt, with the ſame facility to their former con- 
teſts. A conſtitution ſo framed may ſubſiſt unchanged for a length of time, while it has no pow- 
erful neighbours to invade it, and while it remains confined within the limits of its native territory; 
but when it aims at permanent conqueſts, and carries the principles of its own conſtruCtion into 
new eſtabliſhments, it becomes liable to almoſt certain variation, from whatever rules they may 
adopt for the diſtribution of territory, or appropriation of revenue; becauſe both muſt introduce 


a new ſpecies of property, and add to the individual power which becomes poſſeſſed of it. In ſuch 


a change of polity, ſhould it-ſo happen that one man of ſuperior capacity and enterprize, aided 
by the ſpirit of religious enthuſiaſm, of which there are many examples in the modern hiltory of 
India, and two even in the infancy of the nation which I am deſcribing, ſhould acquire but a tew 
degrees of power beyond his neareſt competitors, it will be eaſy to trace in the primitive defects 
of ſuch a government, the gradual and eaſy means by which the whole might be enveloped within- 
his own ſupremacy ; ſuch will probably be the effect of the extinction of the preſent empire, which 
is rapidly approaching to it, and may give birth to a new dominion aſcending from its aſhes. 


For ſome years paſt the Seiks, quitting their predatory incurſions, have fixed themſelves in the 
lands which ſubmitted to them, appointing collectors of their revenues, and officers for their 
government. No oppoſition was made to them; the only inſtance in which it was attempted, 
was in the year 1779, when the miniſter Miyed u Dowlah marched from Delhy with an army 
of 30,900 men to attack thear, and without the ſight of an enemy, purchaſed an ignominious 
retreat. They obtained quiet poſſeſſion of the Purgarinah of Sheaumler, one of the King's per- 
ſonal domains, lying within 30 coſs of Delhy, while I was at Lucknow, and carried their depre- 
dations to the very ſuburbs of Delhy, where two of their officers actually reſide in a quarter 


called the Subſee Mimdee, which is chiefly occupied by ſhroffs and ſhopkeepers, for the double 


purpoſe of levy ing their Rauky (which is the name given to that ſpecies of contribution) and o 
protecting the inhabitants from the marauders of their own nation. 


We are too apt to deſpiſe the danger which we have not experienced, and to conclude that 
| What has not happened in the ordinary courſe of events, never will happen; on ſuch a preſump- 
tion, my concluſions may expoſe me to the ridicule” of thoſe who may deem them the mer? 
effuſion of a wild imagination, I am willing to ſubmit to this conſequence, if the event — 


f 


Ein 


have foreboded ſhall be prevented by ſeaſonable means of oppoſition; but I truſt to time, and 


that not diſtant, for verifying my prediction, if this people is permitted to grow into maturity 

without interruption. | 4 AS | 
1 now proceed to ſhew the preſent means by which this interruption may be effected, and 

another point of ſome conſequence attained with it. ids 's 


I have mentioned in my report of the 1ſt inſtant, that it was one part of the Prince's plan to 
offer his ſervices to the King, to be employed againſt the Seiks. The battalions which the 
Nabob Vizier has allowed for his eſcort, cannot attend him beyond the Nabob's own frontier, 
If he carries them further, he muſt provide their pay and ſubſiſtence, as their place muſt of 
courſe in that caſe be ſupplied with other levies, for which there is no other proviſion than that 
which is allotted to his actual eſtabliſhment. This condition is in effect an inſuperable bar to 
their employment, nor would it be prudent to truſt his fortune on the firſt trial of it to the 
rabble of his father's army, unpaid and accuſtomed to diſregard command. If the ſtation at 
Futteghur muff be continued, the detachment cannot be better employed, either in whole or 
part, than on ſervice with the Prince. It will more effectually keep the Seiks at a diſtance, 
by advancing with ſuch an influence to attack them, than by waiting within its own ſphere of 
defence to repel them, I muſt here inform the Board, that the Prince repeatedly and earneſtly 
ſolicited me to endeavour to obtain their authority, for he knew the extent of my own, for ſuch 
an employment of the detachment, I diſcouraged the expectation, but promiſed to communicate 
his requiſition. . 1 1 


I will confeſs, that the apprehenſion of his return upon our protection; the deſire of executing 
the arduous taſk which the Board were pleaſed to aſſign me; and yet a ſtronger impulſe, ariſing 
from the hope of blaſting the growth of a generation whoſe ſtrength might become fatal to our 
own, ſtrongly pleaded in my mind for fupporting his wiſhes. But to theſe J oppoſed the more 
urgent conſideration of the Company's diſtreſſes, and their ſolemn call upon us to relieve them; 
and I had reſolved to report to the Board the Prince's requeſt, but at the ſame time to ſtate my 
objeCtions to it, which, in my judgment, outweigh the advantages that might ariſe from a com- 
pliance with it. | | | 


I chuſe in this place to obſerve, that the actual expence of the detachment is 1,88,705 
current rupees per month, or 22,64,466 per annum, of which 81,030 current rupees per 
month, or 9,7 2, 360 per annum, are the extra expences of the ſtaff, field, batta, and con- 
tingencies, , which belong to it as a detached corps, and which would ceaſe with its reduc- 
tion; beſides that, it would facilitate the reduction of the ftrength of the army. 


But if the expence is to be continued, it may be ſurely better continued for ſome uſeful 
purpoſe, than to keep up the parade of a great military corps, deſigned merely to lie inactive in 
ns quarters, „55 3 | 7 | | 45 | | 


On this nd therefore, and on the ſuppoſition premiſed, I revert to my original ſentiments 
in e the Prince's plan; but as this will require ſome qualification in the execution of 
it, I will ſtate my recommendation of it in the terms of a propoſition, viz.— That if it ſhall 
be the reſolution of the Board to continue the detachment now under the command of Colonel 
dir John Cumming at Furruckabad, and if the Prince Merza Jehander Shah ſhall apply, with 
the authority of the King, and the concurrence of Madajee Sindia, for the affiſtance of an 
Engliſh military force to act in conjunction with him, to expel the Seiks from the territories 
of which they have lately poſſeſſed themſelves in the neighbourhood of Delhy, it may be granted, 
- ſuch a portion of the ſaid detachment allotted to that ſervice, as ſhall be hereafter judged 
Kequate to it. | | | $ 


| (igned) 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
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 Extra®t of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 4th Fanuary 1785. 


# 


Tur Secretary, having attended the Board at their meeting in the public department, on the 


29th ultimo, the following letters were read from the Commander in Chief and Major Lumſ. 
daine; and the reſolution was paſſed that is entered after them. ‚ 


Gentlemen, 10 f b 8 
At the requeſt of Major Lumfdaine, I do myſelf the Honour to lay before you the accompan ing 
letter, addreſſed to your Honourable Board, ſtating his pretenſions to a ſpecific allowance, which 


he ſays was granted to officers commanding detachments immediately employed on the Vizier's ſer- 
vice, in liew of all contingent charges. Sa e 


What the amount of the allowance is to which he alludes, or to whom it bas been grantel, 
Fam entirely a ſtranger, as Major Lumſdaine does not expreſs either in his letter; and mut 
therefore fuggeſt to the Board the propriety of calling on Mr. Briſtow, the late Reſident at Owdz, 
for an explanation of this matter, | | | | 8 


I have only to obſerve to the Board, that Major Lumſdaine was detached with the regiment of 
ſeppys, at the period he mentions; to ſuppreſs a rebellion raiſed by Bulbadder Sing, which he 
effectually accompliſhed, by the total defeat and capture of that refractory Rajah, and is the'ſer- 
vice I ſuppoſe he means to allude to having been brought to a ſucceſsful termination, 


L have the honour to be, 
Fee Nc. &c. &c. LE 
Port Wilnam, | (Signed) ay G. STIBBERT. 
HD ION: 0 


* N - * 
When I commanded a detachment in the Vizier's country, in September 198 2, I preſented a 
bilF-r6 the Reſident at the Vizier's court, for charges incurred by the detachment, which he 
readily admitted ; but in the following month he informed me, that a fixed allowance was grintel 
by the Vizier to commanding officers employed on ſervice in his country, in lieu of all contin- 
cies; and that he fappoſed this mode would be more agreeable to me. | 


The officer whom I relieved received, for all the time he was employed on the ſame ſervice 
which I brought to a happy concluſion, the monthly fixed allowance to which I allude; and! 
att given to under ſtand, that your Honourable Board have, within theſe few days, acquieſced in 

ranting him the balance of theſe arrears : As I ſtand exactly in the ſame predicament, and have, 
Fault. the fame claims, I hope to have the fame allowances, an indulgence which I hope you 
will riot think too great, when my long fervices are conſidered, and the eſſential benefits accruing 
to the Viziet, from my having brought the ſervice to a fortunate iſſue, | 


I have the honour to be, 


&c. &c. & c. 


Fort William, (Signed) J. LUMSDAINE, Major. 


Sir, | 


On the 27th inſtant 1 did myſelf the honour of addreſſing the Honourable Board through the 
Commander in Chief: My letter, I am informed, will be laid before the Board in your depatt 
ment; on the peruſal of it, ſhould any vouchers be required, I beg you will pleaſe obſerve to 
the Board, that I was einployed on the ſame ſervice againſt the rebel Rajah, Bilbudder Sing, 10 
which Major Gilpin received the allowance I now ſolicit, which [ underſtand the Board have! 
allowed him, when at Fyzabad; and as I commanded a much larger detachment, - at W 
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three battalians,: and almoſt the whole time a compleat regiment employed on actual ſervice, I 


truſt I ſhall receive the ſame indulgence. Should the Board require my bills, they ſhall be im- 
mediately ſent to any office they are pleaſed to refer them: * 0 997; 8. 


I have the honour to be, 
| &c, &c. &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) J. LUMSDAINE, Major. 


29th Decr 1784. 


p. S. As I go in the Vanſittart to Europe, I hope the Board will honour me with their deter- 
mination, as my ſtay in Bengal cannot, exceed two days. ; . 


(Signed) J. LUMSDAINE, 


Ordered, That copies of Major Lumſdaine's letters be tranſmitted to the committee of ac- 
counts, and that they be directed to paſs his bills for the ſame monthly allowance, in lieu of all 
contingencies, that was charged by Major Gilpin, in conſequence of an authority given to him 
by Mr, Middleton, and lately communicated to the committee, with the Board's ſanction for its 
audit; Major Lumſdaine's bills, commencing at the period when he relieved Major Gilpin in the 
ſervice on which he was employed agaiaſt the rebel Rajah, Bulbudder Sing, and ceaſing at the 
concluſton of it; but that the committee be careful not on any account to, paſs the ſame charges 
twice for the ſame months of the ſame years, in which the two officers were engaged in that 
duty, | 


*—— 


—— ac: —_— 
- 


The following letter having been received from Major Lumſdaine on the 3 rſt ultigo, it was 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | . 


As I am juſt embarking for Europe in the Vanſittart, Captain Agnew, and as the military Pay- 
maſter General refufes payment of my bills paſſed by your order, and audited x. the committee 
of accounts, giving as a reaſon that the bills are charges on his 3 the Vizier, which he 
cannot admit in his account with his Excellency without your order, I have therefore, under 
theſe circumſtances, to requeſt that you will pleaſe favour me with an order on the military Pay- 
maſter General, to give me a treaſury transfer for the amount. 


and | . KXKec. &. &c, | | 

ced in Fort William. (Signed) J. LUMSDAINE, Major. 
have, 31ſt Deer 1784. | 
>. you 6 

ruing | _— — ſ[——— 


Governor General. 
U can give no opinion on the ſubject, not knowing to what it relates. 


" (Signed) - W. H. 


— — 


If the committee of accounts have audited the bills by order of government, they ſurely know 
Where they are to be paid. FER 15 
oh th (Signed) J. M. 
depatt- 
erve to 
in ol 
- alſo 
ne time 


„ 


If Major Lumſdaine's bills ſtand upon the ſame ground as Major Gilpin's, think, in juſtice, 
dex ought to be pad. 55 CIS 
(Signed) J. 8. 
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time, of the authorities on which they have been audited, 


' forts of Belkar and Singar, and, at the deſire of the Reſident, levelled them with the ground, 
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This ſubject being again conſidered, ordered, That the Paymaſter General do pay Major 
Lumſdaine's bills that have been paſſed by the committee of accounts; and that Mr. Wombwelf 
be applied to, and that he adviſe the Board, if the Vizier has any objection to the amount of theſe 
bills, and of Major Gilpin's, being charged to his account, informing his Excellency, at the fame 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 13th January, 1784. 


The following letter from Captain William Alſton to the Honourable the Governor General, 
having been circulated on the. 12th inſtant, and the opinions delivered that are entered after it, 
letters were immediately written to the Commander in Chief and Major Lumſdaine, in confor- 
mity to the Board's directions. | 


Honourable Sir, th 
Underſtanding the Honourable Board have been pleaſed to admit Major Lumſdaine's claim to 
the allowance of 3000 rupees per month during the time his regiment was on command in the 
ſervice of the Vizier, from the month of September 1782 to the month of February 1784, being 
17 months, and that he has left Calcutta in order to proceed to Europe, on board the Vanſittart, 
I think it neceſſary to acquaint you, that I commanded the regiment and detachment for the 
months of July, - Auguſt, and October, 1783, during which time, in his abſence, I reduced the 


without having hitherto received one rupee of the contingent charges thereby incurred, 


My right to the ſaid contingent allowance for the above months, I humbly preſume, is there- 
fore obvious; and, as government would not probably authorize the payment of it twice, I ſhall 
be deprived of my juſt right, unleſs you be pleaſed to take Tome immediate meaſure to compel 
Major Lumſdaine to account to me for my proportion of the ſaid allowance, before the departure 


of the ſhip Vanſittart. 


33 1 have the honour to be, &c. | 
Toth Janry. 1785. | 2 


, 2 


The Governor General recommends the ſubject of the preceding letter to the immediate con- 
ſideration of the Board That it he referred to the Commander in Chief for the verification of the 
fact alledged in it; and further, that Major Lumſdaine be required, by a letter from the 8e. 
cretary, to leave directions with his attornies for the payment of Captain Alſton's portion of their 
common claim, if his right to it ſhall appear to be eſtabliſhed by the anſwer of the Commander in 
Chief. | 


(Signed) | W. HASTINGS. 
-22th Janry. 1785. IR 
Agreed. J. MePHERSON, 8 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal; dated 17th January 1785. 


Par. 13. We have the honour to ſubmit to you, in this place, the copy of a minute that ws 
delivered by your Governor General onthe 4th of this month; and we ſhall annex to it the au. 
ſwer that was given to it by the other members of the Board oa the 13th: The great importance 
of their ſubjects will, we truſt, be admitted as our excuſe for referring to them at large, and not 
abſtracting their contents. | 


The Governor General : Recorded 4th January 1785. 


The period is now arrived in which I muſt either verify the declaration which J have made and 


repeated to the Court of DireCtors, of my intention to relinquiſh the ſervice, or ſuſpend Th 
; | Execull 


. 


execution of it, if compelled to it on the ground of ſuperior obligation. Theſe I ſhall now ſtate, 
and ſubmit my deſtiny to the juſtice and generoſity of my colleagues in the adminiſtration. In 
making this appeal, I ſhould be ny to have it aſcribed to any diftraſt in the iſſue, having 
evinced the contrary by making the declaration to which I have above alluded, without any ſuch 
reſerve or qualification; but I do it in performance of a ſolemn engagement, and with a convic- 
tion that theſecurity of a valuable portion of the Company's immediate and pecuniary intereſts in- 
diſpenſably requires „ 


= 


The Board will permit me to remind them, that on the 41ſt December 1783 they paſſed an 
unanimous reſolution, agreeing and declaring, that “the offer made by the Nabob ivier and 
« his miniſter, to give the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility for the payment 
« of the balance due to the Company, and for the current demands of that year, ſhould be ac- 
« cepted, with the condition angry 9 of the recall of Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, the Go- 
« yernor General — to be ſpecially anſwerable for the propriety of the meaſure;ꝰ and 
that, in conlequerice of the. Board's having agreed, that “ the Governor General ſhould proceed 
to Lucknow for the purpoſe of aſſiſting the Nabob Vizier in the means of diſcharging his en- 
« gagements-tv the Company, and the regulation of his government,“ they, on the 17th Fe- 
bruary Jaſt, reſolved, that © the Governor General ſhould be, and he was thereby inveſted with - 
« full power and authority to concert and adjuit with the Nabob Vizier the means of diſcharging 
« his engagements to the Company, of reſtoring and ſecuring the peace, ſafety, and order of his 
government, and of promoting the improvement of his revenue, and to ſupport the Nabob Vi- 
« zjer with the authority of his government, in as full and ample manner as the Board could im- 
power him, by any act of Parliament of Great Britain, or by any of the orders of the Honour- 
able Court of Directors; and to take all ſuch meaſures as he ſhould think neceſſary for the ac- 
« compliſhment of theſe ends.“ 


] undertook the fervics at a time, and under circumſtances, which, to a mind liable to de- 
ſpond, would have ſaggeſted (inſurmountable difficulties. Theſe 1 have minutely ſtated in my 
correſpondence with the Board; and my late report of the 20th of September ſtates in what man- 
ner I have executed the truſt which I had undertaken; 


The engagements which I have obtained from the Naboh Vizier ceaſe with the cloſe of the 
next Fſfellee year, ot in September next; but his means of fulfilling them depend upon the un- 
changed and unmoleſted ſubſiſtence of many internal arrangements, which are mutually con- 
nected in a feries of five year from their foundation; and in the abſolute forbeirince of this 
government from all preſent interference in his authority, and elpecially in the controul and ad- 
miniſtration of his revenues. | | 


When I was on the eve of parting from him, I deemed it conſiſtent with the fincerity of my 
own character, and neceſſiry to prevent the conſequences of too abrupt an information, when- 
ever he might receive it, of the apparent deprivation of my ſupport, to acquaint him with the 
probable approach of my removal from the fervice; and at the tame time 1 promiſed him, that I 
would on no account make it my own act, without previouſly obtaining from the Board their 
piomiſe of an entire and punctual adherence to the engagements which J had made with him on 
my own part ind<vidually, and on behalf of the Board, in virtue of their exifting engagements 
with me, which are contained in the reſolution to which I have appealed in the introduction of 
this minute: The ſame aſſurance I gave alſo to his miniſters. I ſoon after departed, leaving my 
decretar y, Major Palmer, as my perſonal repreſentative and agent, with the Nabob Vizier, both 
for the encouragement of the Nabob and his miniſters, and for the means of urging them to the 
faithful diſcharge of their ſtipulated payments; and Mr. Wombwell, the proper officer, in charge 


0! the receipts, 


In eonformityto the above engagements, T now make it my earneſt requeſt to the Board, that 
they will be pleaſed to record their reſolution to abide by the arrangements which I have made, 
and to notify the ſame, for the ſat isfaction and aſſurance of the Nabob Vizier and his miniſters, 
dy an official letter to the Nabob Vizier from my eventual ſueceſſor, with a pro niſe that no de- 
viation ſhall be made from the ſaid arrangements, nor any perſon deputed to reſide at his court, 
dut at his own ſpontaneous inclination, or any authority exerciſed within the limits of his domi- 
nions by the appointment or-permiſfion of the Board, except fuch as ſhall be required by the Na- 
bob him ſelf from the military officers ſtationed for his defence and the protection of his country, 
until the coneluſion of the preſent Fuſſellee year, or until the orders of the Court of Directors 
ſhall be received, im conſequence of the references which have been made to them, if ſuch orders 

all either enjoin or authorize a different conduct, 


ſpend dhe I preſume that this requiſition.is conſonant with the ſtrictneſs of legal propriety, as the firſt 
i | flegation of the truſt made to me in December 1783 extends in its full force as a reciprocal obli- 
Vor. IV 31 gatiou 
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pation to the period which I have preſciibed ; and as the act of a majority of the Board, which 
Dllowed it, from its legal obligation on the whole, neceſſarily includes and involves every en- 
gagement contracted under it, and conformable to it, with the ſame force of an equal and perma- 
nent obligation, N | pet's ph 


Before I conclude, I defire to obviate every poſſible miſconception of my object in the requiſi- 
tion which I have made. I do not defire the Board, nor the members of it, individually, to ap- 
prove what I have done; I only deſtre them to ratify what I have done under a conſtitutional and 


legal authority, by their «onſtitutional and legal acquieſcence and confirmation of it; knowing 


that, without it, the Nabob Vizier and kis miniſters, who are ignorant of the powers of the 
Board, and of the principles which give ſtability to its decided acts, will-conclude that all the en- 


gagements contracted with them by the only oſtenſible member of our government, with whom, 


by the forms of it, they are connected, will be diſſolved on his removal from it. I make the pro- 
poſal with an anxiety natural to the importance of its iſſue, in the hope that it will prove the laſt 
act in my public life, and the laſt teſt which I ſhall exact from the Board of that ſpirit of mutual 
conciliation which no difference of opinion has yet been able wholly to extinguiſh, and which it is 
amy moſt earneſt wiſh to preſerve, whether we are to be {till lenger united in the ſame ſervice, or 
whether we are to part in our public.capacities for ever. | IK 


. 
* 


af : 


Dir. Macpherſon and Mr. Stables: Recorded 15th January 198 5. 


We have conſidered the very important and ſolemn propoſitian which the Governor General 
has made to the Board. The very earneſt manner in which he has called upon us, as his col- 
leagues in the adminiſtration, and the great anxiety which he has expreſſed for the iſſue of our 


determination, oblige us to confine our ſentiments, on the preſent occaſion, to a clear and explicit 
anſwer to the queſtion which he has been pleaſed to propoſe, h 


The queſtion itſelf, as a propſition for our adoption, is ſtated in full and clear terms; nor need 
we repeat the words. It is a propoſition founded upon ſpecific acts of this government, which 
"have already taken place; and, as members of the government, we have already committed our 
ſanction in its favour, by thoſe legal obligations which bind every member of the adminiſtration 
to the acts of a decided majority, and that conſtitutional Sen ee in the arrangements con- 
eluded between the Governor General and the Nabob Vizier and his miniſters, to which our 
Tatification, is required on the liberal principle which the Governor General has ſpecified. _ 


We are ſenſible of the juſt and public grounds upon which it is proper and neceſſary that the 
Nabob Vizier ſhould be aſſured that the arrangements concluded with him fag the diſcharge of his 
debt to the Company, and the future regulation and increaſe of his revenues, ſhould remain per- 
manent and binding upon the Company's repreſentatives, independent of the continuance in office 
ol the Governor General for the time, who had the delegated powers of the government to conclude 

thoſe arrangements. We are, therefore, willing and ready to adopt the mode which the Governor 
General has propoſed for relieving the mind of the Vizier, as well as his-miniſters, from all ap- 
prelienſious or uneaſineſs upon the ſubjecct. NY | | 


We are confident, at the ſame time, that the Governor General will, of his own accord, uſe 
his utmoſt influence to convince the Vizier and his miniſters of the neceſſity of a punctual per- 
formance of their engagements, ſo as to preclude this government from all interference in the 
controul and adminiſtration of his Excellency's revenues. | | 


Hav ing acceded, in ſo explicit a manner, to the Governor General's propoſal ; and having 
pledged our ſupport of arrangements, for the ſucceſsful iſſue of which to the public it is natural 
for the Governor General to carry an anxiety beyond the period he may wiſh to preſcribe to his 
.own adminiftration in this country, we further beg leave to aſſure him, that whether we axe te 
be longer united with'him in the public ſervice, or ſoon to ſeparate, it is our earneſt wiſh to pre- 
ſerve unextinguiſh?d, and improve that ſpirit of conciliation, which is equally dictated by our 
denſe of public duty, and our perſonal reſpect for the Governor General, | 23 


5 OHN MACPHERSON. 
(Signed) {JOHN STABLES. 


Par 0 I4+ 
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Par, 14. We encloſe a number in this diſpatch, a minute that has been delivered by the Go- 
yernor General, in reſpect to the detachment of your troops under the command of Sir John 
Cumming. 5 | 


15. The propoſition ſtated in it was, that © If it ſhould be the Board's reſolution, on the ar- 
« rival of the Fox, which it has been ſuppoſed may contain ſome orders reſpecting the force to be 
« kept up in the provinces dependant on the Nabob of Oude, to retain the detachment now com- 
« manded by Colonel Sir John Cumming in its preſent ſtation at Futty Ghur, or in any other 
« part of the Nabob's dominions, the payment of its expences ſhould not be demanded from the 
« Nabob Vizier during the courſe of this year, but the ſubject be generally referred to your Ho- 
« nourable Court, and a due time allowed for your anſwer and deciſion thereon to be received for 
« the regulation of that claim,” \ 1 


Par. 16. Your Governor General acquainted us, that he was more anxious to receive the de- 
termination of the Poard on this queſtion, becauſe he conceived it © to be immediately connected 
« with the object ot his minute of the 4th inſtant :” and he obſerved, © That if the charge of 
« the detachment, which has been eſtimated at twenty-two lacks and an half, but which will 
« more probably amount to twenty five lacks, ſhould be exaCted from the Nabob Vizier in the 
« courſe of the preſent year, it would not only be a breach of the engagement made with him by 
« the Governor General, but exceed by the amount, whatever it may be, his ability to pay it; 
« and the demand would produce the effect of a total abolition of the engagement now ſubſiſting 
« with his Excellency.” | 


Par. 17. The Governor General informed us, that the Nabob Vizier had provided five bat- 
talions of ſepoys to replace Colonel Camming's detachment; that theſe had been lately com- 
pieted, and properly equipped for that ſervice, under the direCtion of a very able officer, Capt. 
Frith, whom the Governor General had left with the Nabob for that purpoſe, and to attend on 
the Prince, with whom theſe troops are at preſent ſtationed as his guard; and that they were to 
eſcort the Prince as far as Futty Ghur, their deſtined ſtation, but no further, as the Nabob could 
not provide funds for raiſing an equivalent recruit to ſupply their place, 


Par. 18. But the Governor General obſerved, that if it ſhould be the decided opinion of the 
Board, that the Futty Ghur detachment ſhould be continued 1n its ſtation for another year, it 
would afford a confiderable ſaving to the Nabob Vizier to apprize him of it, that he might diſ- 
band the corps which he had appointed for its relief; and that what was a ſaving to the Nabob 
would be eventually an aid to the Company. | | 


Par. 19. We were all of opinion, that the ſum agreed between the Governor General and the 
Nabob Vizier to be diſcharged within the preſent Fuſſullee year, was all that could be exacted 
from his Excellency within that period. We have reſolved, in conformity to the Governor Ge- 
neral's opinion, that, it ſhall be left to the determination of your Honourable Court, whether the 
Company, or the Vizier, ſhall be charged with the expence of the detachment now commanded 
by Sir John Cumming ; and we accordingly requeſt your orders on this ſubject; and it has been 
further agreed, that the Vizier ſhould be informed that the expence of his new levies is an un- 
neceſſary expence; and that Sir John Cumming's detachment will, while it remains in his Excel- 
lency's dominions, render that corps needleſs, | 


Par. 20, Majors Martin, Gilpin, and John Lumſgaine, having ſolicited our ſanction to a 
monthly allowance, which appeared to have been agreed to by the miniſter of the Nabob Vizier, 
in lieu of contingent charges while they were detached on his Excellency's ſervice, we directed 
the Committee of Accounts to paſs the bills of theſe officers, agreeably to the vouchers for them; 


and we have ordered your Accomptant at Lucknow to mention the circumſtances to the Vizier, 
and to aſcertain whether he has any 14 to the amount of the bills being placed in his Ex- 


Company. | 


cellency's debt, in his account with 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Seeret Conſultations 20th Jan. 1785. 


: 


Tux following Letter was received by the Secretary from Major Lumſdaine, on the ſubje 
of the requiſition made of him on the 12th of this month. | x 


Sir, h | | | 

1 have this day received your letter of the 12th inſtant, and have addreſſed the Commander in 
Chief on the ſubject: I alſo wrote my attornies under this date, who will lay my letter before 
the Board and General Stibbert. | t 

I have the honour, &c. 
Vanſittart, (Signed) JL LUMSDAINE, 

Sagor Ifland, | | 
13th Jan. 1785. 


n —— — 


The following letter, and its encloſures, were received from the commander in Chief, on the 
15th inſtant. | | 


5 


Gentlemen, | 


I do myſelf the honour of returning Captain Alſton's letter, tranſmitted to me by your Se- 
.cretary, with a requeſt that I would alcertain the fact therein alledged. In reply, I have to in- 
form you, that upon an enquiry, I find that Major Lumſdaine quitted his regiment, then on com- 
mand in the Vizier's provinces, on the 7:5 July, being ordered to Cawnpore, to give evidence at 
a General Court Martial, aſſembled for the trial of Captain Jaques; that he rejoined his regi- 
ment on the 22d September,; that on the 26th Otober he again proceeded to Cawnpore, to proſe- 
cute the claim of his detachment to the reward offered by the Vizier for the capture of Bulbudder 
Sing, and returned to his regiment on the 2d of November. 1 

Major Lumſdaine, on . letter from your Secretary, on the ſubject of Captain Alfton's 
claim, addreſſed to me from the Vanſittart a letter, which I beg leave to encloſe for your infor- 
mat ion. | 


J have the honour, &c. 
Fort William, | (Signed) G. STIBBERT. 
175th January, 1785. 


Sir, | 

I have this day been honoured with a letter from Mr. Hay, Secretary to the Honourable Board, 
informing me that Captain Alſton claimed part of my allowances he holy: Auguſt, and October 
1783; previous to which, I had received a letter from my attornies, the Meſſrs. Bayne, Alex- 
anders, and Colvin, on that ſubject; my anſwer to them I defired might be laid before the Board, 
and they will alſo communicate it to you, which will plainly ſhew the juſtice of that gentleman 
claims. So very abſurd are his pretenſions, that he claims my allowances for the month of Odo. 
ber 1783. By your commands, I left the detachment on the 26th of October, and proceeded 
poſt to Cawnpore, to proſecute the claims of the detachment I commanded, in which Captais 
Alſton was materially concerned, and in which I had no perfonal intereſt whatever, as I had given 
my hare cf the prize money for the capture of Bulbudder. to the officers: I was put to a ver 
conſiderable expence, as I returned poſt on the 2d November, and during the month of October 
was abſent for five days only, during which the regiment lay quiet at or near to Allahabad, Jet, 
for theſe five days, Captain Alſton expects my allowances for one month, although I paid all the 
expences on the march to Allahabad, as ſtated in my letter of this day to my attornies, to which, 
to avoid prolixity, I beg leave to refer you; only obſerving, that Captain Alſton had with him 
the only elephant allowed for the carriage of the camp equipage of the detachment. It mult allo 
be obſerved, that the-allowance of 3,000 rupees per month, is expreſſly confined to the rank of 


field officers—is given them in conſideration of their rank, and in lieu of all advantages for be- 
:Zars, &c, upon the grounds ſet forth in Mr. Middleton's letter to Major Gilpin, and was never 
extended to the rank of captains, The Honourable Board and you, I am confident, can ne 


mean that I ſhould be a ſufferer by being ordered up to Cawnpore as an evidence for the = 
, , . p ap 
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Captain Jaques's court martial; and Government, in their uſual mode of juſtice, have by former 
orders plainly pointed out, that, circumſtances of this kind ſhould never tend to'the injury of in- 
dividuals, in point of pay and allowances, Under theſe circumſtances, I flatter ayfolf you will 
{ce the futility of Captain Alſton's claims, which have lain dormant until the hour of my failing 
from this place, and never once mentioned, until many days after I had left Calcutta, to embark - 
for Europe. | | 


Vanſittart, I have the honour, &c. | 
near Sagor Iſl and, (Signed) J. LUMSDAINE. 
2 3th Jan. „„ | 


The Secretary having received and circulated the following letter from Captain Alſton, ordert 
were given for farniſhing Captain Alſton with a copy of Major Lumſdaine's letter to the Com- 
mander in Chief, and he was furniſhed with it accordingly. | 
Sir, | | 5 85 
Underſtanding Major Lumſdaine has addreſſed the Commander in Chief, in reſpect to my claim 
to a portion of the contingent allowance that has been lately advanced to him, for the time his 
regiment was detached on the Vizier's ſervice, and that the Commander in Chief has tranſmitted 
the letter to the Honourable Board, I ſhould hope the Honourable Board would not think me un- 
reaſonable in ſoliciting a copy of its contents, that I may ſubmit my claim to their attention and 
Juſtice, againſt any arguments Major Lumſdaine may have ſuggeſted to invalidate it, I beg the 
favour of you to ſubmit my requeſt to them accordingly. 5 


I have the honour, &c. 


Calcutta, 
15th January 1785. 


2 * — , ? 


Read the following letter, and its encloſures, from the Commander in Chief: 


Gentlemen, 


Ido myſelf the honour of laying before you, at the requeſt of Captain Alſton, a letter from 
him, in reply to ſome remarks of Major Lumſdaine's, offered in objection to Captain Alſton's 
claim for allowances during the period he commanded the 32d regiment on ſervice in the Vizier's ' 
provinces, in the abſence of Major Lumſdaine. 1 & ar 


1 have the honver, de. 
(Signed) G. STIBBERT. 


Fort William, | 
19th January, 1785. 


Sir, 1 f | 
Having been furniſhed by the Secretary to the Secret Department with a copy of Major Lumſ- 
Giine's letter to you on the ſubject of my claim, I am under the neceſſity of troubling you with 
ſome remarks upon it. | | 


He begins with ſtating, that he proceeded to Cawnpore, in obedience to your commands, to 
8've evidence on the trial of Captain Jaques. I beg leave to obſerve, that is of no conſideration 
to me, what the cauſe of his abſence was—l remained the commanding officer of the detach- 
ment, liable to all the contingent charges that Major Lumſdaine could have incurred, had he 

n preſent ; but the truth is, that he went to Cawnpore to proſecute Captain Jaques, in conſe- 
quence of complaints preferred by himſelf againſt that officer, L , 74 


Major Lumſdaine is correct in ſaying that I commanded for only a few days in October; but 
be ſhould alſo have been candid enough to have ſtated that I commanded until the 25th of Sep- 
tember, for which month I made no demand, as he ſigned the muſter returns; and I only claimed 
the allowance for October, becauſe I ſigned the muſter rolls for that month; and J had given up 
the allowance to the Major for an equal number of days in the preceding month of September; 
he is alſo entirely ſilent in reſpect to the two months of July and Auguſt, during which period 
commanded the detachment, and in his abſence reduced and levelled the forts of Bilkar and 
dingor. | | | 

3K 


Vor. IV. Major 


Ne 
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Maj Lumſchiina aſſarts, that the allowance of 3. meer month, which was granted in 
lieu ot contingent charges, was exprefly confined to the rank of Field Officers. It appears, with 
all ſubaniſſion, to he a ſoleciſm of ideas, that the incidental expences of any ſervice ſhould depend 
ſolely upon the rank of the officer conducting it, and not upon the unavoidable circumſtances which 


occaſioned them. 


Major Lumſdaine, in concluſion, confidently ſuppoſes that the Honourable Board can never 
mean that he ſhould be a ſufferer by being ordered to Cawnpore ; and that Government, by former 
orders, plainly pointed out the contrary. It has been already noticed, that tha trip. to Cawnpore 
was originally occaſioned by his altercation with Captain Jaques; and it might have been exped- 
ed that Major Lumſdaine would have produced or quoted the order to which he altudes, in ſup. 
port of the aſſertion, that the allowance in que ſtion was confined to Field Officers: but, not to 


leave that point in any doubt, I deem it neceſſary to quote a regulation of Government, in dire 
oppoſition to the Major's aſſertion, viz. | „ 85 | 
1.5 N 9 af? 3 "I : : . 


c That the gratuity to be given to the Majors commanding regiments ſhall not be frown by 
cc them, except when preſent, and returned as doing duty with their reſpeCtive corps. When 
cc abſent, the next ſenior officer ſhall be entitled to theſe allowances.” | 


* It appears by the above regulations, that even the eſtabliſhed allowances of a field officer com- 
manding a regiment, devolved, in his abſence, to the next in command, whether occaſioned by 
public duty, private buſineſs, or ſickneſs. And if the Board judged it proper, that the eſtabliſhed 


monthly allowance of the Majors commanding regiments ſhould fall to the next' in command, in 


the abſence of the Major, without regard to the cauſe of it, it may be fairly preſumed that Go- 
vernment could not intend to afhgn the allowances F for the purpoſe of defray- 
ing the contingent expences of any particular ſervice to the Major, during his abſence, whilſt 
the ſervice was performed, and the incidental expences of it actually incurred, by the officer next 
in command, hs ; 

The Major ſays, that my claim was dormant till the eve of his departure : in anſwer to which, 
permit me to obſerve, that the Honourable Board only admitted the claim for the allowances ſo 
few days ago; and that the Major was ſo earneſt to avoid any communication with me on the 
ſubject, as to take his departure for the ſhip eight days earlier than was neceſſary ; and, in fad, 
he was ſo expeditious in leaving the fettlement, that I did not hear of the Roard's decifion in fa- 
your of the claim, till two days after he was gone. | 


+ The Board being already informed by you, Sir, that I commanded the detachment for the 
months of July, Auguſt, and October, I have only further to requeſt that you will do me the 
henaur te Jay this letter hefore them, and alſo the encloſed letter from the late Reſidem i 
Lucknow, expreſſive of the ſenſe which the Vizier entertained of my ſervices durigg ths 


above period, | 
With my humble apologies for the trouble which I have been compelled to occaſion you, 


Calcutta, I have the honour, &c, | 
19th Jan. 1785. bo (Signed) W. ALSTON. 


% 
EW & — 
* 7 * p.9 


Captain William Alſton, 


Sir, . N g 2 

I have received your letter of this date, and, upon a reference to my correſpandence, obſer 
that Major Lumſdaine left the command in Sahlone in the beginning of July 1783, and reſumel 
it on the 2 fth September following That he again left the command in October, and returned io 
it in the month of November 1783, during which periods of Major Lumſdaine's abſence, 100% 
commanded the detachment. You never preferred any claim for the contingent allowance df 
3,600 rupeos per month, to which I conceive you well entitled by the nature of your cm 
nor did you, to my knowledge, receive this or any other allowance from the Vizier, 


The detachment under your command acted in ſupport of the Vizier's authority, and for e 
preſervation of the peace of his dominions, In the month of Auguſt 1783 you reduced the fart 
of Singar and Bilkar, and afterwards levelled them, in which you acted under inſtructions ge 
you by me, in hahalf of the Vizier, who approved your zeal and good conducꝭ on this, a we 
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on every occaſion—that you rendered eſſential ſervice to the officers of his government, in the 


diſcharge of their duty. | 
15 ad ONES. I have the honour, &c, Jak. . 


Calcutta, ” (Signed) J. BRISTOW. 
_ 18th Janry. 1 785. 


| Ordered, that the fubjeR of the foregoing papers do lis for conſideration. 


1 — th. 


— — — 4 


Read the ſollowing letter from che Military Paymaſter General: 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, % 20901 


| Having paid, by transfer, Major. Gilpin, and Major Lumſdaine's bills, for aa allowance granted 
to them by your Henourable Board, in lieu of contingent charges, whilſt their regiments were 
on command in his Excellency the Nabob Vizier's dominiqns, amounting to current rupees 
84,573- 2; and as | cannot cloſe my caſh account until I know under what head thole charges 
are to be placed, I have to requeſt your Honourable Board will decide upon this matter as ſoon 
PO I have the honour, &c. 


My Py Mr G!'s Office, | (Signed) C. ALEXANDER, 
19th January 1785. My Py Mr Gl, 


Ordered, That the Military Paymaſter General be informed, in reply to the foregoing letter, 
that as ſoon as it ſhall be aſcertained. whether the amount of Major — and Major Lumſ- 


daine's bills is to be carried or not to the Vizier's debit, he will be duty 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 281% January, 1185: 


The Governor General ſends in the following minute: 
Governor General, 


Monoku Doſs, the ſon of Gopaul Dofs, having waited upon me with a requeſt, that he might 


be furniſhed with an order upon the Lucknow treafury, for the amount which may be dye 
upon. the bond granted by the late Reſident, on the part of the Company, dated the 8th of June 
1783, which, according to the tenor of that engagement, was to be repaid from whatever might 
remain after providing for the Company's neceflary diſburſements from the receipts of the afkgn- 
ments granted on the country in their favour, by his Highneſs the Nabob Vizier, but which the 
urgent occaſions of this Government for remittances to Surat and Calcutta, have prevented the 
performance of this article of the Company's: engagement with them I am to requeſt, that the 
Board will be pleaſed to direct the Accountant at Lucknow, in place of remitting in Joys the 
ten Jacks which are then to be paid by the Nabob Vizier in bills on Surat and Calcutta, to 
pay the ſame to the agents of Gopaul Doſs, taking their receipts as an endorſation on the 
back of Mr. Briſtow's bond; and 3 in the month of Bhaudun, in place of remitting the 
Whole amount of the 15 lacks, which the Nabob Vizier is then to pay in bills on Surat and 
Cakeutta, he do. diſcharge the amount which may then be due of the principal and intereſt of 
that bond, the latter of which he will of courſe charge to the Nabob's account, it being allowed 
for in the laſt article of the eſtimate of the Company's demand againſt the V izier, for the preſent 
Fuſſulle year 1191. | ES 

| (Signed) 


W. HASTINGS. 


The Board agree: to. the Governor General's requeſt, and direct the Secretary to ſend the 
neceſſary orders. to. Mr. Wombwell in conſequence. x me $f 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Couſultations, the 15th February I 18 5. 


Ordered, That the Accomptant General be directed to lay before the Board a ſtatement of 
the Vizier's debt to the Honourable Company, when Mr. Haſtings proceeded to Lucknow, in 


the laſt year; and an account of the debt as it now ſtands, or as it ſtood by the laſt advices 
from Mr. Wombwell. 3 | 


Ordered, That the Secretary do prepare and lay before the Board a ſtatement of the tranſ- 
action with reſpect to the debt incurred at Lucknow to Gopaul Doſs, ſhewing how the debt ſtood 
when Mr, Haſtings went to the upper provinces, and how it ſtands at preſent. 


The Board having underſtood, from different channels of private commnuication, that the 
Seiks had entered Rohilcund, and plundered the towns of Biſſolee, Chundoey, and Oajanney; 


Colonel Sir John Cumming was written to by the Secretary, on the 6th inſtant, in conſequence 


of the Board's commands, and informed, that the Board could pay no attention to ſuch reports, 
as he had taken no notice of the ſubject either to the Board or to the Commander in chief; 


and no official advice had been received of the invaſion of the Seiks, either from his Excellency 
the Vizier, or his miniſter, | | 8 


— I ITY I Pm—_——_ = 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 19th February, 1785. 
Read the following letters from the Commander in chief : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the Supreme 
Council St Department. — — 


Gentlemen, 


I do myſelf the honour of laying before you copy of a letter which I yeſterday received from 
Colonel Ironſide, wherein he adviſed me, that, in conſequence of apprehenſions entertained of 
the fidelity of Almaſs Ally Cawn, the Vizier had made a requiſition to him for another regi- 
ment of ſepoys, to reinforce the troops of Lucknow; and that, in order to aſſiſt the views of 
the Reſident at the Vizier's court, he had directed the brigade under his command to be in readi- 
neſs to move on the ſhorteſt notice, 2} 70009 


I take the opportunity of informing the Board, that the 12th regiment of ſepoys returned 
from the Carnatic, and a detachment of European recruits marched from Sulka, by the new 
road towards Cawnpoor, on the 2d inſtant, under the command of Major Dawes, in conformity 
to private inſtructions given to me by the Governor General and members of the Board. 


I have the honour, 


Fort William, | | (Signed) G. STIBBERT.. 
6th Febry. 1785. 25 | | 1 | 


— —ä— — — 


. 


Cawnpoor, January 25th 1785. 


To Major General Stibbert, Commander in chief. 
Sir, | FEE IM | 
Once again has the Acting Miniſter at Lucknow, Hyder Beg, entertained apprehenſions of 
the fidelity of Almafs Ally. Khan, who has withdrawn his family from that capital, and is 
aſſembling, it ſeems, the conſiderable force under his command at his cantonments of Koder- 
cote, not far from Secundia; in conſequence the Vizier, who is on a hunting excurſion, at a 


diſtance from his metropolis, has made a requiſition for another regiment to reinforce the troops 
at that ſtation, : 


The 


_ 
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The Reſident at the Nurbar has adviſed me, that he is not himſelf of opinion, that the views 
of Almaſs are dangerous, or that he holds any foreign conneCtion inimical to his maſter; and 


that he has given him every encouragement to proceed to Lucknow, and to rely upon the favour 
and protection of both governments, 


As the emiſſaries of Almaſs pervade all the Engliſh quarters, in order to accelerate his com- 
pliance with the Reſident's invitation, I have iſſued public orders for the brigade to be ready to 
move on the earlieſt notice, and have directed an encampment to be marked out, and the tents 
pitched for the ſake of appearance of preparation, which may produce, probably, its intended 


effects. ä | 
| I am, &c, 


(Signed) G. IRONSIDE, 
. Coll, 


nnn 7 nun 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the Supreme 
ke Council—St Department. | 
Gentlemen, 
I yeſterday did myſelf the honour of encloſing to you & copy of a letter which I had received 
from Colonel Ironſide, communicating to me the apprehenſions entertained of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn, and the precautions that had been taken in conſequence, I have now the pleaſure to lay 


before you copy of another letter from the Colonel, by which you will perceive that thoſe ap- 
prehenſions were groundleſs, and the movement of the troops unneceſſary. 


I have the honour, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) G. STIBBERT. 
7th F ehry. 1785. 


1 


Cawnpoor, 31ſt January 1785. 
- To Major General Stibbert, Commander in chief. 
ir, 


Since my letter to you of yeſterday, J have received a letter from the Reſident at the Durbar, 
adviſing me of Almais Ally Cawn having readily complied with his deſire to repair to Lucknow; 


and defiring, in conſequence, that the procedure of another native regiment to that place may 
be for the preſent poſtponed, 
| I am, &c. 


Signed) 6. IRON SIDE, 
N 4. 


— 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &e. Members of the Supreme 
5 Council Secret Department. 


Gentlemen, 


I do myſelf the honour of encloſing, for your information, copy of a letter which I l 
received from Colonel Sir John Cumming, adviſing me that, at the requiſition of the Vizier, he 
had detached two regiments of ſepoys under Colonel Knudſon to protect the Rohilcund againſt 
the Seiks. The plan which Sir J. Cumming has ordered Colonel Knudſon to obſerve not ap- 
pearing to me the beſt adapted for the defence of the Rohilcund, I thought it neceſfary to give 
him my opinion thereon ; with which the Board will be acquainted by peruſing the accompany- 
ing copy of my anſwer to him, 9 
| | 5 I have the honour, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) G. STIBBERT,. 
13th Febry. 1785. | | | 
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To Major General Stibbert, Commander in chief, &c. 

Sir, ; | 
In conſequence of ſome late depredations that have been committed by the Seiks in the upper 
parts of the Rohilcund, his Excellency the Vizier has at length been induced to require a de- 
tachment from this ſtation for the protection of that country. In conſequence of this requiſition, 
Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, with two regiments of ſepoys, and four ſix-pounders, that have 


been ſome time paſt under orders of March, will march to-morrow morning towards Anop- 
ſheere. Colonel Knudſon will be inſtructed to keep his detachment in continual motion on the 


Weſtern fide of the Ganges, which I conceive to be the moſt effectual mode of covering the 


Rohilcund from the further incurſions of the Seiks, who will be deterred from crofling the river, 
by the danger of having their retreat cut off by our troops on this ſide. | 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Futty Ghur, Your moſt obedient, 
31ſt Janry. 1785. 3 humble Servant, 
| | (Signed) JOHN CUMMING 


Colonel. 


ati 


11 


Colonel Sir John Cumming, commanding at Futty Ghur. 
Sir, ä | | 
I have received Jour letter of the 31ſt January, informing me, in conſequence of the depre- 
dations committed by the Seiks in the Rohilcund, a detachment of two regiments of ſepoys, 


under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, was to march from your ſtation on the day 
following, for the proteCtion of that country, 325 | 


The plan which you have laid down for the conduct of Colonel Knudſen, if the protection 
of the Rohilcund be the fole object, is not, according to my apprehenſion, ſo well adapted to 
the purpoſe, as the mode uſually purſued, of defending the Gauts on the eaſtern ſide of the 
Ganges. If Colonel Knudſon were to take poſt on that fide of the river, he might guard with 
ſmall detachments the paſſage of the Gauts, and repel any attempts made by the Seiks to croſs; 
whereas, if he remain on the Weſtern fide, he muſt keep his detachment together, and the Seiks 
by a rapid march, may elude his vigilance, paſs the river at a diſtance from him, and when the 
have ravaged the country, return with the ſame rapidity, either at the Gaut where they fl 
croſſed, or.at any other from which he is diſtant, without his being able to come up with them, 
their forces being all cavalry, and his only infantry, encumbered with guns. In ſhort, the plan 
I have mentioned, appears to me the molt eligible, inaſmuch as it is more prudent to prevent, | 
poſſible, the invaſion of an enemy, than to truſt to the contingency of cutting off his retreat, 
when about to retire with the plunder of the country. I ſhall not however take upon me to 
direct any alteration in the orders which you have given to Colonel Knudſon, as it may pro- 
bably be your intention that this detachment ſhall not only cover the Rohilcund, but protect 
the upper part of the Doab; to effect both which purpoſes, if no further troops can be ſpared 
from your ſtation, the line of conduct you have pointed out to the Colonel might, perhaps, be 
the beſt that can be obſerved, - | 


I obferve that you have not detached with Colonel Knudſon, the Roſſolah of cavalry, which 
might, 1 think, be employed with good effect on the ſervice he might be engaged in; it is not 
likely that this corps will be wanted at Futty Ghur, and it ſhould not lie idle when its ſervices 


are required, 


4 I an, Sir, 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient 
13th February 1785. humble Servant, 


(Signed) G. STIBBERT 


To 


e- 
8 
wy 


a 38 8 


IN 


35 58 


T. 
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To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General , &c, Members of the Supreme 
Council Secret Department. 


Gentlemen, 


do myſelf the honour of laying before you copy of a letter which J laſt night received from 
Colonel Sir John Cumming, informing me, that he was in expeCtation ef an immediate requiſi- 
tion from the Vizier to march his whole detachment for the protection of the weſtern frontier, 
apparently threatened with an incurſion from the Seiks in conjunction with Scindia. 


The Board have already been adviſed of the incurſions of the Seiks, and of the meaſures which 


; have been taken to reſtrain them : If they alone are concerned in thoſe hoſtilities, the detachment 


under Colonel Knudſon, and the movement of the remaining force from Futty Ghurr, will be 
ſufficient to repulſe them; but if Scindia has entered into a combination, and aſſiſts their inva- 
ſon, it would be proper, that the 3d brigade ſhould move from Cawnpore towards Etowah,— 
However, as there is a Reſident from this government in the camp of Scindia, it is ſcarely poſſi- 
ble, that deſigns ſo hoſtile to the Ally of the Company could have been formed, and brought fo 
near to execution, without his obtaining a knowledge thereof; and as he, no doubt, has a full 
communication with the Board, he would not fail to apprize them of every circumſtance that 
could tend to create a ſuſpicion of Scindia. ; 


Though I have mentioned the propriety of moving the 3d brigade, in the event of Scindia's 
conjunction with the Seiks, yet I do not think it neceſſary to recommend its march, without 
Aronger grounds than the ſurmiſes of the Vizier, and his miniſter, 


I have the honour to be, 


| you Gentlemen, 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
16th February 1785. (, igned) G. STIBBERT. 


| | Futty Ghurr, 4th February, 1785. 
Major General Stibbert, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. 


8 yo x 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that I this day received a letter from Major Palmer, ad- 
viſing me, that his Excellency the Vizier, and his miniſter, apprehended a combination to be 
formed hetwixt Scindia and the Seiks, of a nature hoſtile to the Vizier; and that a requiſition 
will arrive to-morrow for the march of the whole detachment. I have reaſon to believe that the 
Seiks have been encouraged by Scindia to commit. depredations in the Vizier's provinces; but 
lam of opinion that his views extend no further than to divert our attention from the meaſures 
he is now purſuing, to the defence of our frontiers againſt the incurſions of the Seiks. There 
appears, however, to be good ground to apprehend, that large bodies of Seiks are preparing to 
attack the Vizier's provinces; for which reaſon I approve the meaſure of putting the whole 
detachment in motion, and I ſhall march immediately on receipt of the requiſition, I ſhall 
diſpoſe the force under my command ſo as moſt effectually to enſure the fatzty and peace of 


= country; and whenever any thing material occurs, I ſhall give you the earlieſt intelligence 


Two battalions of the Nabob's ſepoys will be ſent hither to protect the magazine, canton= 
ments, and city of Furruckabad, in the abſence of the detachment. 


I have the honour to be, 


&c. &c. 
(Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
5 Colonel. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the Board's receipt of the foregoing letters from 
the Commander in Chief. | | 


Read 
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Read the following letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and Members of che Supteme N 


a Council, in their Secret Department. 


- . Honourable Sirs, 


_ 


I have thehonour to inform you, that, in conſequence of a requiſition from his Excellency the 


Vizier, I detached two regiments of tepoys and four guns, under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudfon, on the 1ſt inſtant, towards Anopſhire, for the purpoſe of covering Rohileund 
from the incurſions of the Seiks. And I have this Gay received intimation from Major Palmer 
that, on account of apprehenſions entertained by the Vizier, and his miniſter, of a combination 
being entered into betwixt Scindia and the Seiks, inimical to the Vizier, a requiſition will arrive 
to-morrow for the march of the whole detachment. Although my intelligence authorizes me 
to believe, that Scindia has r encouragement to the Seiks to invade his Excellency the Viziers 
dominions, yet I am not of opinion that he himſelf will take any ſteps of a hoſtile nature, I im- 
pute the friendly intercourſe that has lately taken place betwixt him and certain Sirdars of the 
Seiks, to a wiſh, on his part, of preferving the country he has lately taken under his protection 
from being ravaged by theſe freebooters, and of diverting our attention from the ambitious mea- 
ſures he is now purſuing, to the defence of our frontiers from an irruption of the Seiks. As there 
appears, however, to be good ground to believe that large bodies of Seiks are meditating an attack 
upon the V izier's provinces, I approve the meaſure of putting the detachment in motion, which 
ſhall be done immediately on my receipt of the requiſition. I ſhall afterwards make ſuch a diſ- 
poſition of the force under my command, as, I truſt, will effectually iaſure the ſafety of his Ex- 
cellency's dominions; and whenever arry _ occurs, which I think ſ{uſkciently intereſting for 
your attention, 1 will not fail to adviſe you of it, 


In conſequence of my application to that purpoſe, to his Excellenc y the Vizier, two battalions 
of his ſepoys will be fent hither to protect the magazine, cantonments, and city of Furruckabad, 
in the abſence of the detachment. | 


I have only further to aſſure your Honourable Board, that, in obeying the Vizier's orders to put 
the detachment in motion, I ſhall be 5 watchful not to ſuffer any expence to be incurred 
by the Company, which can poſſibly be avoided. | 


J have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient and very 
Camp, at Futty Ghurr, humble Servant, | 
February 4th, 1784. (Signed) JOHN CUMDORG, | 
ne 


Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the Board's receipt of the foregoing letter from 
Sir John Cumming. | | | 


— 


„ 
—_ EI I * „ — — 4 — 


"hb Governor General lays before the Board the following letters from Major Brown to Mr. 
Haſtings. | 


Deig, January 22d, 1785. 
Honourable Sir, | * n 
My laſt addreſs was dated the 14th inſtant, and encloſed the news of the great camp of the 
Seiks having paſſed the Ganges into the Vizier's country, I have now the honour to f 
another paper from their camp, near Sumbul, giving an account of the devaſtation of his Excel- 
lency's country, up to the 4th of Rubbee ul Awol (or January 16); and that without reſiſtance. 
This has given an impreſſion on the minds of the Sirdars here very much to the diſadvantage of 
that reſpect for the ſtrength and activity of the Engliſh government, which has always been, and 
always muſt be, its greateſt, if not its only ſecurity, xd attempts to invade its poſſeſſions, ot 
thoſe of its allies, | 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, | 
Your moſt obedt Servant, 
| (Signed) JAMES BROWNE. 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. | 
Governor General, &c. &c. 


TRANSL. 


— 


v 


a meſſenger arrived, and informe 


1 


TRANSLATION, 


IN TELLIGENCE of the Seik Army, dated the 4th of Rubbie ul Awul, at Bownannee + 


Poſe, 4 Coſs from Sekill, encloſed in Major Browne's Letter of the 22d January ; received 
15th February 1785. 


” 0 


Goordut Sing, and Mukeil Sing, and other chiefs who were encamped here, and who eyery 
day, mounted their horſes, attacked Tedoſee, and returned to their cainp, on the 22d totally 
deſtroyed the village of Reſee and Mahomed Poſe, inhabited by the Seyeds; and having «gain 
attacked Jedoſee, returned to their tents. They conſulted, and agreed to plunder Mooradabad. 
On the morning of the third, being Friday, part of the army went towards Moora dabad, when 

them, that Jeetoo Loll and Sotharam, and Bowan Burmy 
Khan, the renter of the duties, who were in Jedoſee, and had defended it, made their eſcape 
in the middle of the night; and that the merchants of that placa were conveying their propert 
to different places: All the chiefs have conſulted, and having countermanded the . 
of the army towards Mooradahad, went iu mediately towards Jedoſee. As it was 5 coſs off, 
they arrived at the gate at ꝙ o'clock, and attacked it, The peons of the merchants, Wwho 
were in readineſs, kept up a ſhort engagement with muſkets; but at laſt the gate was broken, 
and the Sheik Sirdars entered, and fet fire to all the houſes and markets, and plundered 
all the property. They remained employed all day and night in plundering, and many 
lack of goods and money came into their hands, Burmy Khan, the renter of the duties, 
hearing this, went and conveyed his family two wy journey to the Gurra of Burraoly, To-. 
day, the 4th, all the chiefs are marched off: We ſhall ſee what quarter they may go to. 
Wherever they go, they immediately deſtroy every thing by fire. Beem Sing, the fon of 
Golaub Sing, with 500 horſe, crofled over at the Ghaut of Cummerud Dianuagur, and deſtroyed 
the county of Buckrawan and Seleempore, and Guna Seer Mahomed Khan; and no chief has, 


as yet, taken any meaſures in conſequence of this diſturbance, Whatever may happen ſhall 
be written, | | «ad 15 


Honourable Sir, : ; Dieig, January-24th, 1785. 


£ 


My laſt addreſs was dated the 22d; and now I have thyereitular pleaſure of encloſiug you an 


account of the expulſion of the Seiks from Rohilcund, by the Engliſh. and the Vizier's troops. 


This will effectually remove the ill conſequences which, in my laſt. I expreſſed my apprehenſion 
of. As to the Seiks threat of returning, I do not believe that they will attempt it; and if they 
do, it is very eaſy to repel them when we are upon our guard, 


With the greateſt Reſpect, 1 am, 
Honourable Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


The Honourable W. Haſtings, Eſquire, (Signed) JAMES BROWNE. 


Governor General, &c, &c. 


—— . — ——— — 


Deig, January 28th 1785. 
Honourable Sir, 1 : _ 
My laſt addreſs was dated the 24th inſtant, ſince which I have had the advice of the Seiks 
marching twice ſucceflively in a direction towards their own poſſeſſions in the Doab : but the 
cneloſed paper, juſt received from their Camp, and dated the 12th of Rubbi ul Awul, conveys 
the intelligence of their having again directed their march towards Sukertal, where the Ganges 
1 ſordable: Time muſt diſcover whether they mean to croſs over or not. 

| I uam, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, 


Your moſt obedient | 
I | | | humble Servant, 
Ide Honourable W. Haſtings, Eſquire, (Signed) JAMES BBOWNE. 
Governor General. | | 
es 3M It 


* 


? 
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TRANSLATION. 


INTELLIGENCE of the Seik Army, dated the 12th Rubbi ul Awul, from the Neighbour. 
hood of Berhampore, five coſs on this fide the river from Daranagur, encloſed in Major 
Browne's letter of the 28th January ; received the 15th February 1785. | 


On the 11th the Seik army was encamped between the Rancheet Gurra and Boffoly,—Sirdar 
Mukkul Sing, and Jeſſa Sing Ram Rudma, having conſulted together, propoſed for marching, 
but as Sirdar Kurrum Sing was arrived near Gohurlungia, which is about 15 coſs from Run. 
.cheet Ghurra, Goordat Sing, and Lowan Sing Bhaag, and other chiefs, ſent word to Mukkyl 
Sing they ought to remain encamped that day, and after the arrival of Khurrun Sing they might 
march to whatever quarter they might all approve. Mukkul Sing ſent for anſwer, that as they 
were ready to march, they could not poſſibly remain; that Kurrun Sing might join them in their 
mext encampment, in the country belonging to Rajah Golaub Sing. But Moher Sing agreeing to give 
Mukkul Sing ſome pꝓreſents, he conſented to ſtay, and did not march away till near noon, 
After they marched about 12 coſs, they arrived, and encamped near Berrampore, and went 
forth to plunder the villages of the Purgunnah Pehokundency of all their grain and ſeeil.— To- 
day, the 12th, they remain encamped; thoſe, and all the chiefs, being aſſembled, conſulted, 
It is reported that letters from the army of Mahajee Scindia are received by the chiefs, but their 
particulars are not known.— They left the army, and went under the trees, were they held 
Conſultation, and read the letters. We hear from ſome of them, that Mukkeel Sing had advice 
that their plunder ſhould be ſent to the other fide the Jumno, aud the army be advanced to 
Pehokundeng, which is 12 coſs diſtant, and that the baggage being left with the army, 10 or 15 
thouſand horſe, being croſſed again over the river, ſhould go plundering as far as Barelly, They 
have ſent horſemen to look for a Ghaut, and. are expecting the arrival of Veurrum Sing. —What- 


ever may happen ſhall be written. 


Honourab'e Sir, 2 'Deig, February 1 1785. 


My laſt addreſs was dated the 28th ulto.— This is intruded ſolely to adviſe you of the death 
of the Nawaub Zabita Cawn, which happened at Ghoſgur, the 27th ulte, ſuddenly, of an 
indigeſtion, 

Golaun Kaudir Khan, his eldeſt fon, left his father's court ſome years ago, and took pro- 
tection with dindia, who lately reconciled them, and ſent the young man back to his father, 
It is probable that Sindia will ſupport him in the ſucceſſion, on certain terms. At preſent the 
Seiks are likely to interfere, the grand camp being in that diſtrict, and this may produce hoſ- 
tilities between them and the Mahtattas. 


— The fort Agra will very ſoon be in Sindia's poſſeſſion, by a ſecret treaty between him and 


I am, & c. | 
| (Signed) JAMES BROWNE 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, | * | 
Governor General, & c. &c. 


3 


— — nnnmenm—mm— 
EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultation, the 19th February 1785. 
Read the following letter; and its encloſures, from the Aceountant General, 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Fort 
William. | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
In obedience to your orders of the 13th December, I have now the honour to tranſmit 
account, exhibiting the differences between the ſums monthly charged to the debit of his EA 
cellency the Vizier, for the brigade ſtatement at Cawnpore, and regiment at Lucknow, and h 


[ 229 ] 


the Futty Ghur detachment, and the actual expence of the ſame, as "ated to me in the accompx- 
nying two accounts, with which this office has been furniſhed by the military Paymaſter 
General, and Accountant to the Board of ordnance. e | 


I muſt alſo obſerve, that in the account before mentioned no allowance whatever is made fo” 
contingent expences; and it ſhould ſeem that, excluſive of whatever theſe may amount to, the 
difference will be augmented, inaſmuch as a part of the troops which now are ſtationed at 
Cawnpore and Futty Ghur, which for the major part of the year 1783-4 compoſed a part of the 
Bombay detachment, the expence of theſe in the ordnance department cannot have been ſtated 
in the accompanying account at ſo much as it will probably amount to in 1784-5. 


The Accountant to the Board of ordnance received from this office an application ſimilar to 
that which was tranſmitted to the military Paymaſter General; I am confident that he would 
have complied with-it, by more recent.documents, did the ſtate of the accounts of his depart- 
ment as readily admit of his furniſhing immediately an account of the expence of any given 
period, differing from that for which the books of his department are formed, which, with reſpe& 
to amount, are annually, not monthly. | 


I have the Honour to be, 


Fort William, W.ith the greateſt ReſpeQ, 
Accountant Genl's Office, ___ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
the 14th Janry 1785. Your moſt obedt humble Serv:, 
\(Sjgned) VM LARKINS, 


0 


Acct Gen\ 
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An ACCOUNT exhibiting the Differences between the Sums monthly charged to the Dehit 
of his Excellency the Nabob V izier, for the Brigade ſtationed at Cawnpore, and regiment at 
Lucknow, and for the Futty Ghur Detachment, and the aCtual expence of the ſame. 


— ee, 


— 4 
nnn... 


Brigade at Cawnpore. 
Amount of the actual expence of the troops ſtationed at Cawn- 
pore, for the month of September 1784, calculated re 
to the muſter rolls in the Adjutant General's office, thewing 
the actual ſtrength at thoſe ſtations on 3oth of that month, 
as ſtated by the Military Paymaſter General | 
Amount of the charges of the above, in the ordnance depart- 
ment, in 1783-4, as ſtated by the Accountant to that depart- 
ment; which, including the expence of the regiment at Luck- 
nov, being currt Rs 1,40,996. 10. 6, ſuppoſing a deduction 
made therefrom, for a proportion of theſe on account of that | | 
regiment, or current rupees 10,809. 7. 11, and the remainder | + 
to be divided by 12, one month may be conſidered as . IÞ 0,848 14 11 | 


3511,51 13 5 


3,272,360 12 4 


The ſum monthly charged to the Nabo')-Vizier on this ac- 


count is - Fyzabad 16 Sun Sa R. 2,60,000 © © 
Patta 11 per cent. - 28,0600 o 0 | | 
— 2,88, 600 0 © 60 | 
| Futty Gurr Detachment. n, f 
Amount of the actual expence of this in the Military Pay- 
maſter General's department, as above - J 2,01,960 10 10 \ 
Amount of the charges in the Ordnance Department, as above, | 
per annum, 99,324. 10. 63 „ — 41 $277 o 10 
by : 3 
1 | SY . 2,10,237 11 8] 
il The ſum monthly charged to the Nabob Vizier on this ac- 
4 count isk Fyzabad 16 Sun 8. R. 1, 4, 00 © © 
15 Batta 11 per cent. 15,950 0 V 
1 X 1,60, 950 © 0 
F 49,287 11 8 
; Dedu AR, | 83,048 8 o 6 
| Regiment at Lucknow. | 16 
1 Amount of the actual expence of this in the Military Pay- dl 
# maſter General's office, as above = — - 25,864 15 6 19 
10 Proportion of the expence of the Ordnance departmt, as above 900 12 8 * 
"| | Rs 5 
of 26,705 12 2 a 
Fl, The ſum monthly charged to the Nabob Vizier on this ac-] 8 


count is - Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rs 25,000 © | | B75 
Batta 11 per cent. * 2,759 © 9 T1 
55 1 


5 — 


A true Copy. 
E. Hay, Secy. 


| 2d 
? 27750 © © 
1 — 984 3 10 * 
9 | Total, excluſive of contingencies, &c, CRzx — 82,004 4 2 I 
| | | £ Sec 
„ Da 
bo Fort William, (Signed) W. LARK INS, 
'J | Accountant General's Office, Account: General. 
i 14th Janry, 1785. | | 
C 5 | | | oth 


6 


An ACCOUNT of the actual expence of the troops ſtationed at Cawnpore, and thoſe at 
Futty Ghur, for the month of September 1784, calculated agreeable to the Muſter Rolls in 


the 1 General's office: Shewing the actual Strength at theſe Stations on the 3oth of 
that month, | : 


The 3d Brigade, at Cawnpore. | W 
Artillery Corps. wk | | 


European Artillery, ers ö 
za Company, with Staff, &c. | | 
Sont Rs 14,505 — — 


Native Artillery. 
2d Company, with Staff, &c, 4,923 — : 


Artillery Laſcars. 
zd Battalion, with Staff, 
&c. - by HIS = = 
Laſcar Artificers tor the 
train, ke. 2,894 8 — 
D, under the Quarter | 
maſter of artillery - 909 15 — 
Ordnance, &c. Artificers 
attached to the Magazine 2,030 — — 
Medical Allowance — 450 — — 
3 - 29,146 7 — orf 32,352 8 10 


European Infantry. | 
za Regiment, with fag . 8 | 
8 — 64,945 12— 


Laſcars, Artificers, &c, at- 5 a oe | 
tached to the Regiment 4,880 13 — 
Medical Allowance - 2,000 — — 


— 11,926 9 — or| 79,8 38 7 gf 


Sepoy Corps. | 5 | 
6th Regiment, with Staff, &c. C. R 24,151 13 10 , 
e —| 21,555 9 4 
th Do — Do — —| 22,789 10 © 
igh D, — Do —— — 123, 413 2 7 
290th D — Do — iin 
33th D) — Do _ 24,203 11 3 


taff to the Sepoy Corps, including Laſ- 
Sears, & c. under the Quarter Maſter 13,131 4 10 


Brigade Staff — - 8 — 18,475 5 2 
— 1 


2d Ruſſallah of Cavalry 8 11,682 
Contractors for Camels, Bullocks, an 
5 Elephants — - - 9,700 © o 
; Commiſſaries of Supplies for Stores, &c. 2,883 0 © 
£ Poſt Maſter, and Eſtabliſhment for Dawks| 2,117 © © 

ret Services and Contingencies =- 1,300 © 0 
Dawk Charges — 5 500 ©. © | : 
| : 16,,00 0 0 
— 3,11,511 13 5 


Lucknow Station. ; 
th Regiment of Sepoys, ſtationed there, with Staff, &c. — an 25,864 15 6 
Carried over 3.37376 12 11 


* 


Brought Over N — — — — 
Futty Ghur Detachment, | 4 | 
Artillery Corps. | | - l 
European Artillery. | | t 
«<th-company, with ſtaff, &c. 
St R, 11,856 © j 
Native Artillery. | ſ : 
Gth company, with ſtaff, &c, 4,923 © 0 | | 
| 7 
Artillery Laſcars. | 1 
qth battalion, with ſtaff, &c. 3.232 0 l 1 
Medical allowance — 450 0 © | | 
Laſcars and artificers attach- 1 
ed to the train — 2,894 8 | 
Do, — Do. under the | fa [ 
Quarter Maſter — 909 15 © t 
Ordnance, with Laſcars, &c. | | 
attached to the magazine 2,867 0 0 . | 
- H—— 27,132 7 Oer] 30,117 @ 0 
Cl N 
Sepoy N T 
1ſt regiment, with taff, Ke. — 24.936 1 5 
2d 17 a — — 2 © $80 6 | [ 
4th Do. o. — — 23, 757 7 | 1 
Sth Do. Do. — — 1 1 N 1 7 y 
18th Do. Do. 21,266 8 t 
Staff to the Sepoy. corps, ncladivg Laſ- i | 
cars, &c, under the Quarter Na — 8,217 12 6 | 1 
— — 11,290,163 2 1 
Staff to the detachment. — — 17,4 o 8 
Iſt ruſſallah of cavalry — 1 12,6863 8 I 
Contractors for bullocks, camels, "and ele- | Pp. nw. 
phants — 9,700 © © 
Commiſſaries of ſu lies for ſtores, &c. | 2,000 © © | 
Secret ſervices and ontingencie — | 1,300 © 0 | 
Dawk charges — $500 © O | 
——— 1 13, „0 © 0 © 
Toyal NN of che troops ſerving in the Vizier's tominions 
for Septr 1784 — — C. R. 


— — „ 
= 
= 


3,375376 12 1 


2,01, 960 1 10 


— 


Military Paymaſter Genexal's Office, January jth 1785. 


(Signed) 


A true on: 
E. Hay, 
Secry. 


E. E. 


— . 


„ ͤ Le ded 


CLAUD ALEXANDER. 


Paymr Gl. 


G 


ACCOUNT of the Charges in the Ordnance Department of the Brigade ſtationed at 
Cawnpore (including the regiment at Lucknow) and of the Detachment under the Com” 
mand of Col. Sir John Cumming, from the 3oth April 1783 to the goth April 1784. 


Expence of the magazine with the brigade | 
at Cawnpore — Ci 62,718 1 g) 
Do. of the brigade, for the wear of arms 7 | | Including the Ex- 
and accoutrements — 21,942 7 11 e , 40,966 10 6 pence of the Regt 
| | Wa at Lucknow. 
Do, of Do. for ammunition _ 56,336 © «| 
5 N N 
Expence of the magazine with Col. Cum- . 
mings's Detachmt — 22,618 3 f | 
Do. of the detachmt, for the wal of arms | | 
| and accoutrements F — m 38,668 932 HE 99,324 10 6 
Do. of Do. for xmamaaition — 38,038 6 „ 


„ 


a. 8 . 


Total Ci Rupees 2,4321 5 © 


Ordnance Department, 
21ſt Decr 1784. | 
(Signed) JOHN MACINTYRE, 
Ys  Accomp* Ordns Departmt. 
A true Copy. 
* E. Hay, 
Secry. 


The 


(234) 
The Secretary lays before the Board the following letters from the Accomptant at Lucknow; 


and acquaints them, that the accounts tranſmitted with them have been communicated to the 
Accomptant General. | = | | | 


To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
Incloſed you will be pleaſed to receive my treaſury, and the Nabob Vizier's, accounts for the 
month of December 1784, which I requeſt you will lay before the Honourable Board, 


* 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 
| Accomptant's Office, {Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
Lucknow, the 8th of Janry. 1785. FEARS Accomptant. 


2 . — — 


— 


1 To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
Sir: | 

An error having ariſen in the calculation of the ſum to be deducted on account of the army 
donation in the month of November, I have to requeſt you will ſubſtitute the incloſed accounts 
of his Excellency the Nabob V izier, for November and December, in the room of thole I had 
formerly the pleaſure of tranſmitting to you. : 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir | 
' Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 


Accomptant's Office, Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
Lucknow, the 27th Janry. 1785. | Accomptant. 


— 


To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. | 
Sir 
I requeſt the favour of your laying before the Honourable Board the accompanying treaſury, 
and Nabob Vizier's, accounts for the month of January 1785. 5 


J have the honour to be, | 
Sir, ( 
Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 


| Accomptant's Office, (Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
Lucknow, the 8th February 1785. | Accomptant. 


Ordered, That the accounts incloſed in the foregoing letters be entered after the conſultation. 


— , * r 
_ 
— 


„ R-. 


K — 


1 235 J 
XNABOB VIZIER in Account with the Honourable Governor General and Council, from the 1ſt to 
Maugbud 1192. 


— 


e balance due the zoth of November 1784, or 3d of Phooſebud, | 
1194 J n 4 a — — [41,539,958 5 4 
To Army Subſidy. | 
x one brigade, according to the old eftabliſhment 2,60,000 0 | 
for one regiment ſtationed at Lucknow, according | | 
tothe new eſtabliſhment _ — 25,000 © © If 
bir five regiments of ſepoys, and one company of | 
millery, under Col. Sir John Cumming — 1,45,000 © o | li 
— | 4,39,000 © © 0 
N 
To Mirza Sawdit Ally's Stipend. ö 5 ; 
one month, at 2,00,000 per annum — — | 46,666 10 8 | 
| | 
To Rokilla Stipends. | if 
bid them for Phooſe — — — 8.137 8 
To Intereſt on Mr. Frazer's Bond. | | 
he month, on 40,546, the balance due on the bend the 3zoth of | | 
November, at 8 per cent. per annum — — N 270 4 0 ö 
i: . 452,068 6 8 
Fyzd 16 Sun Sicca Rupees — — — — 45,92, 026 18 08 
| 1 993 
lance due on Mr. Frazer's bond the 30th Nov. — 40,546 © o | 
act, The proportion of the receipts that the | 4 1 
lance due on the bond bears to the whole amount | | I 
we by the Vizier the zoth Nov. — 19,587 0 0 | | 
Remains due en the bond „ _ 20,059 © 8 | 
Ace due on account of the army donation 2, 20,785 0 © WW 
ut, The proportion of the receipts that the | | 
ance due on the bond bears to the whole | | | 
mount due by the Vizier, the goth No- NY | 3 
under — — — 1,06, 659 0 © | 
Remains due or account of the donation, 31ſt December — 1,14,126 © © 


Lucknow, the 1ſt of January 1789 


30 


e 1| to the 31ſt of December, 1984, or from the 4th of Phooſebud to the ch or 


Cr 
By amount received, as per treaſury account — — 20, 0, O © 
4 
By balance due the 31ſt of December 1784, or the gth of Maug] 
bud 1192, — — — 2592,06 12 0 
ö 
ö 
; 
1 
4 | 
1 N 
| 
| ; 
14 4 
| | 
N a 
a is 
135 Fynd 16 Sun Sicca Rupees — — 12 0 


| 


mary 1785, or 6 Maugbud 1192. 
Errors excepted. 


J. WOMB WELL, Accomptant. 


( "2 


TREASURY” ACCOUNT of the Accountant at Lucknow, from the 1K to the 3 


Dr 


* 


— 
1 


To balance remaining in the Treaſury the zoth Nenn 
ber, or 3d of Phooſebud 1192 - - 


VB the Nabob Vizier, 


Received from Hyder Beg Cawn the 

Kiſt for Phooſe, inbills of exchange 

on Calcutta - Ca Sa Rs 10, oo, ooo © © 
In bills of exchange on Surat, Surt 


Chitten Rs 5,00,000 © O 


15,00,000 oO © 
Exchange 51 per cent. _ 82,500 0 © 


- 


» In caſh + — — . 


Fyzd 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 


1784. 
December ziſt. Balance due the Shroffs, on account the 
money borrowed from them in June 


1783 = LS R. 


15,82, 500 © 0 


5509, 05 9 6 


41% 5 o 6 


1361,58 7 6 


[20,00,000' © o 


125,09, $05 9 


Lucknow, the 1ſt 


( 236 ): 


| to the 31ſt of December 1784, ot from the 4th of Phooſebud tothe 5th of Maugbud, 1193. 


TE: | By Fort William N | 9 
) . 7 | | 
| Remitted the Honoiwihle Board bill of | 3 
exchange on Calcutta - Ca S R. 10,00,0000 © © 6 
R J 
Exchange, 5 per cent. . $5,000 © of . I 
| 'O id, 55, oo00 © o| 2 
|] Remitted the Chief at Surat, bills of ex- | E 4 
change on Surat for Surat Chitten 4 
. . Rupees <= = - - $00,000 © 9 
1 | | | 
| Exchange 5+ per cent. 924,500 © © 2 
"4 $427,500 © © 
[| Paid the Paymaſter General, as per his receipt of the 121 | | 
[ December, for ct rupees = - $,27,250 0 0 4,975,000 © © 
> © Paid Mr. J. P. Scott, in part of the Honourable Gover- 
nor General's orders in his favour — - | 20,000 © © 
Paid Mr. Blain his ſalary, as Surgeon, | 
to Dec. CaSa Rs 1,250, or — 1,312 8 
Ditto Mr. Wombwell his ſalary, as Ac- 
| countant, for Dec, Ca Sa R 2,600, or 2,730 © 
| Litto Mr, Wheler his ſalary, as Aſiſt= 220 7 
| ant t to the Accountant, for Dec. 1000 © © 
| — | 5,042 8 of 
| | | 20, 82,542 8 © 
© ES By the Nabob VIzier. 59 | "re OR 
Paid the Rohillas for Phooſe - - 4 — — 5131 8 0 
| | 20, 87,674 o © 
| By balance remaining in the Treaſury the 31ſt of Decem- „„ | | 
8 ber 178% or the 5th of Maugbud 1192 J — — 14.2ʃ,831 9:6 
18 | Fyzd Sun Sicca Rupees 1— — 5509, 505 9 6 


V, the 1ſt of January, 1785, or the 6th of Maugbud 1192. 
| Errors excepted. 


J. WOMBWELL, Accountant, | 


[ 7 1 


NABOB VIZIER in Account with the Honourable Governor General and — from the 1ſt td the 
$ 


TW „ 


Jo balance que the "git of October, or 3d of NIN 1192 
To Army Subſidy. . ; 
For One Brigade, according to. ths Old Efabliſh- 


ment 2,60, 00 © © 
For One Regiment 0 s at Lucknow, accord= * | 
ing to the New Eſtabliſhment - - 25,000 © 


For Five Regiments of Sepoys, and One Company 
of * under Colonel Sir John Cumming 1, 45, oo0 8. 


| To Mirza Saudit Ally's Stipend. 
| For One Month, at 200,000 per Annum 8 1 
To Rohilla Stipends. 

Paid them for Aughun Ft - — 
i Intereſt on Mr. Fraſer's Bond. 


One Month, on 46,043, the Balance ooo the 3rſt of —— at 
8 per Cent per Annum - 


Wer 


| Kilance due A Mr. Fraſer's 1 the 31ſt 


Fyza 16 Sun Sicca MY 
October, = - 


46,043 © 


Deduct, The Proportion of the Receipts that the 
Balance due on the Bond bears to the whole | 
Amount due by the Vizier the 3iſt Or - $5,479 © o 


Remains due on Accot the Bond the 3oth Novr 


Balance due on Accot of Army Dunn the 31ſt 


ot October - 2,51,881 © 5 


Deluct, The Proportion of the Receipts that the 
3 due on Accot the Donation bears to 1 
the whole Amount due by Vizier the giſt __ | 


October . 0 
Remains due Accot the Donation zoth November 


— 


47,8 7,853 3 5 


— 


| By 


©: 
| 


110 


482,106 1 


— — (46,39-958 | 5 4 


40, 546 0 0 


2,214,808 © c 


1. 
B 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Lucknow, iſ December 1784, or 4th 


Errors excepted, 


30 


JÞ W. 


ſt to the goth November 1784, or from the 4th of Aughun to the 3d Phooſebud 1192. 


— 


Cr 


- _ Accaunt -_ 


| By Balance due the 3oth November 1784, or 3d Phooſeb 
| 1192 - - - - - - 


F yrd 16 Sun Sicca Rupees Ky 


- 
- 
— Wn oO EI I 
. 


4 or 4th Phooſebuddie 1192. 
q 6 
J. WOMBWELL, Acct 


5 By Amount received, as per the Accountant's Treaſu 


5500, oo | 0 0 


4139-958 5 4 


* 


46, 30,988 5 4 


NABOB 


Dr 


5 


AB OBE VIZ IERü in Account with the Hondourable Governor General and Council 


4 
« 


To Balance due the york November 5584, or "7 a Prout] | 


\" 1192-7 > 
To Army Subſid x. | e fo ” ; 
For One Brigade, acecording to the on ERabliſh- 
ment - 2,60, ooo © o 


For One Regiment ſtationed at Labckeninr, accord- 


to the New Eſtabliſhment - - 25,000 0 0 | 


For ive Regiments of Sepoys, and One Company 
of . under Colonel Sir John Cumming 1 4 585 © © 


For Mirza Saudit Ally's Stipend. 
For One Month, at 2,00,000 per Annum — — 
To Rohilla Stipends 8 
Paid them for Phooſe — 5 - 5 


To Intereſt on Mr. Fraſer's Bond 


One Month, on 40,546, the Balance due on the Bond the Sth of 
November, at 8 per Cent per Annum * 


28 A 2 47538 


eee - 0 


16,666 10 8 


F Fro 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 


Balance. due on Mr, F raſpr's Bond tha zoth No- 
vember - 40,546 0 © 


Deduct, the Proportion of the Receipts that the 
Bond bears to the whole Amount due by the | 
Vizier to the 3oth November - — 19,5887 © © 


Remains due on Account the Bond the zoth Novr 84 


Balance due Account the Arey. Donation the 


30th November - > 2,21,808 © © | 


Deduct, The Proportion of the Account not the 
Balance due on Account the Donation bears | | 
to the whole Amount oy by the Nabob 3oth 


November - — _ 1,097,154 © 0 


Remains due Account the Donation 31ſt Dec: 84 


20,959. 0 © 


1,714,654 © 0 


Luc 


(236) a 
d Council, from the 1ſt to the grit December 1584, or from the 4th Phooſe to 5th Maugiud uin. 


Cr 
þ | | By Amount received, as per the Accountant's Tr 
— [41,39,953 5 4 Account - > - = 8 7 0,00,000 0 6 
| By Balance due the 31ſt December 1784, or 5th Maugbud| 5 
| | | 1192 * — — ) . — 25,9225 11 0 
| 
} 
| | * 
if > | 
o 8 | 3 | 
8 0 
| | $ | iy 
WES OY | 
* 1 432,068 6 8 | 2 
ba. 45, 0a, 026 12 0 4h rom Fyz4 16 Sun Sicca Rupees = [45;92,026 1 0 


I 


— 


FIR 


O O. 


Lucknow 1ſt January 1985, the, or 6th Maugbuddie 1192. 
Errors excepted, 


. | 
g ow?) N : NABOB 


NABOB VIZ IER in Account wich the Honourable Governor General and Council, from 


Dr 


1 239 J 


1192. 


the 1ſt to th 


— —C 


To balance, due the 31ſt of December 1784, or 5th Maugbud 1192 


To Army Subſidy. 


For one brigade, according to the old eſtabliſhment 2,60,000-.0 © 
For one regiment ſtationed at Lucknow, according ; 

tothe new eſtabliſhment — — 25,000 © 0 
For five regiments of ſepoys, and one company of 

artillery, under Col, Sir John Cumming — 1,45,000 © o 


To Mirza Sawdit Ally's Stipend. 


For one month, at 2, oo, ooo per annum 


To Rohilla Stipends. 
For the month of Maug 


To Intereſt on Mr. Frazer's Bond. - 


For one month on 20,9 59, the balance due on the bond the 31ſt of 
December, at 8 per cent. per annum 


Fyz 16 ſun ficca rupees 


Balance due on Mr. Frazer's bond 31ſt Deer 


— 20,959 0 © 
Deduct, The proportion of the receipts that the 
balance due on the bond bearsto the whole amount 
due by the Vizier the 31ſt of December — 2,627 0 © 


Remains due on the bond 31ſt Jay 


Balance due on account the army donation, 31ſt 


December — — — 1, 14,654 © © 
Deduct, The proportion of the receipts that the 

balance due on account the donation bears to the 

whole amount due by the Vizier, the 31ſt De- | 

cember — — — 14,375 0 © 


— — — — 


Remains due on account the army donation, 3iſt Jany 


16,666 10 8 


55131 8 _ 


4,30,000 o of 


| | 


25,92,026 12 © 


4,51,937 14 3 


18,332 


; 


. 1,00, 79 © © 


— 


30, 43,964 10 3 


Lucknow, the 1 of February 


303 


; 1ſt to the 31ſt of January 1985, or from the 6th of Maugbud to the 6th of Phaugunbud 
. . . 0 ö Ce 
12 © || By amount received, as per the treaſury account [32,55,000 o O 
| | By balance due the 3iſt of January 1783, or 6th of Phaugun/ | 
bud 1192. — — — 147,18,964 10 3 
| 
| 
| | 
l| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
14 3 | 
1 10 3 | Fyzd 16 ſun ſicca rupees * | 30,43,964 10 3 
1 4 | 
| 


f February 1785, or th of Phaugunbud 1192. 
Errors excepted. 


J. WOMBWELL, Accowptant- 


T 240 


TREASURY ACCOUNT of the Accomptant at Lucknow, from the 1ſt to the 3 
Dr 


To balance remaining i in the nn iſt of Leno: I 7845 


„ or 5th of Maugbud 1192 421,831. 9 *6] * 
OR - : : g | | [| Paid Mr. Womb! 
. nuary, for cur! 
Io the Nabob Vizier. 
Paid Mr. J. P. 8 


Reet from Hyder Beg Cawn the kiſt for Maug = 3,25, 50 O ] orders in his fa 
| | Paid Mr. J. W 


By the Nabob Vizic 
Paid the Rohillas 


[By balance remaini 
| gunbud 1192. 


F'yz4 16 fun ſicca rupees — 746,831 9 6 


8 
1785. | OM 
Jonny 31ſt. Balance due to the Shroffs on account off . 


money borrowed from them in June 178 
L S2 Rs 13,6 1,055. 7. 4 


| Lucknow, the 1ſt of Febru 


) 
; 


240 


to the gilt of January- 178, or from the 6th of Maugbud to the 6th of Phaugunbud 1192. 


C. 


By Fort William Preſidency. N 
r. Wombwell, Paymaſter General, a; or his "AN of t the 100 Ja- 


y, for current rupees 4, 5, 100 410,000 © © 
Ir. J. P. Scott, in part of the Honourable the Governor General | | 
's in his fayour, as per receipt of 28th January - - 21,000 © © 
Hr. J. Wembwell -his — as Accomptant,: for 8E 178 Al : 
R. 2,600, or 2,730 0 © 
abob Vizier. 
e Rohillas, for Maug — - JJ)” Fans 3 7 ae 
N remaining in we traaſury the 21ſt January 1785 or 6th of Phau- 
1192. | | 18d IS 
Al 


Fyad ſun ſicca rupees - | 


of February 1785, or 7th of Phaugun Buddie, 1192. 
) Errors excepted. 
'£ . 


Accomptant. 


433,730 


55131 


307,970 


2835 


- a9 44 46 OB IRIS i 9 22 3 in 


- ' ET OE I oe ET 4 


e O \ nec es Ao cu wa try Ac : 


(4 


The Governor General lays before the Board a tranſlation of a letter which he wrote yeſter- 
day to the Nabob Vizier. 


COPY of a Letter from the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, to 
ge the Nabob Vizier; written on the 18th February 1785. 


On the 8th of this month Mr. Haſtings finally reſigned his office of Governor General, and 
the Company's ſervi.e, and the ſhip on which he embarked took its departure for England. 


I have ſucceeded to the office of Governor General; and your Highneſs will find me, in every 
reſpect, diſpoled to ſupport your honour, and your alliance with the Company, It is my utmoſt 


wiſh to make that alliance fortunate to your Highneſs, your family and people, and uſeful and 
honourable to the Engliſh. 


The expences of the different wars in which the Company were lately engaged, have very 
much diſtreſſed their affairs: I have reſolved to reduce the expences of the Company's ſervice 


in every department, and in every office, from my own to the loweſt department of the Com- 
pany's government, 


Unneceſſary bodies of troops are to be reduced; and thoſe that are to be kept in pay are to 
be paid regularly, This was Mr. Hailings's wiſh allo, 


The regiment of body guard of the Governor General, which your Hgihneſs lent to him, is 
among the corps to be dilchaged from the Company's pay and ſervice. | 


This regiment is, I underſtand, at preſent attending upon the royal Prince Mirza Jewan 
Bucht, &c, &c. Should his Royal Highneſs wiſh to keep any of theſe ſoldiers about his perſon, 
your Highneſs will, from your politeneſs and hoſpitality, give directions accordingly, though 
the preſence of an Engliſh officer to command the ſoldiers in that event is not neceſſary. 


* 


| 4 
With the reduction of the Company's expences, I anxiouſly wiſh to leſſen the expences to 


which your Highneſs's treafury is put on account of the Company's troops, and that of gratui- 
ties to the Company's ſervants in your dominions, unleſs I think it for the Company's real 
ſervice that your Highneſs ſhould order any ſuch allowance in future, or that you ſhould be 
pleaſed to continue any allowances that are now granted. I hope your Highneſs will not grant 
any, or continue to order any to be paid, that are not recorded in the Company's accounts. 


In caſe I ſhould be of opinion that your Highneſs ſhould ſhew marks of your favour and gene- 
roſity to the Company's officers and ſervants, I ſhall mention the buſineſs to the gentlemen in 
Council; and your Highneſs's generoſity will then appear on the Company's books: for it is fit 
that the Company ſhould know, in every inſtance, the allowances of their ſervants, in their em- 
ployments at your Highneſs's court, and in your dominions. 


When theſe matters are fully known and recorded, much expence will be ſaved to your High- 
ne's, and J ſhall have much leſs trouble from the applications of the Company's ſervants who 
with to have leave to reſide at your court, and in your country. Beſides that, the Company 
will have much ſatisfaction from an invariable regulation in thele matters, 


Your Highneſs may be aſſured, that ever regulation tending to reſtrain the expences of the 
Company's government, and of your own, 1s a regulation to ſtrengthen the friendſhip that was 
eſtabliſhed between them and your illuſtrious father, and more ſtrongly with your Highneſs. 


I have given a firm promiſe to ſupport the regulations which Mr. Haſtings ſettled with your 
miniſters, for the increaſe of your revenues, and the ſettlement of them for five years. In 
every article my promiſe ſhall be faithfully performed. I truſt the utmoſt attention is exerted 
to check the attempts of diſorderly neighbours to plunder or diſturb your ſubjects. 


Let me hear frequently of | your health, and write to me as you would to a brother, —Major 
Palmer will preſent this Jetter, „ | | 


Vor. IV. 3 P © EXTRACT 


[ 242 ] 
EXTRACT of a Secret Letter Gods Bengal, dated 22d February 178 5. 


4 - Par. 24. Major Browne alſo informs Mr. Haſtings, that the Seiks had made incurſions into 
Rohilcund with impunity, and carried off a conſiderable booty, ä 


Par. 28. In eonfequence of this event, a detachment Has been made of two regiments of 
ſepoys, and four ſix-pounders, at the requiſition of the Nabob Vizier, from the Futty Ghur 
ſtation; and Colonel Knudſon, who commands it, has been ordered to march towards Anſap- 
ſhur. Colonel Sir John 8 inſtructions to Colonel Knudſon, and the Commander in 
chief's opinion on them, are tranſmitted to you, numbers in this packet. i 8 


26. We have been ſince adviſed by Colonel 9 Cumming, under date the 4th inſtant, 
that an intimation has been conveyed to him by Major Palmef, of apprehenfions entertained 
by the Vizier and his miniſter, that a combination had been entered into between Scindia and 
the Seiks inimical to his Excellency ; and that a requiſition would arrive the next day for the 
whole detachment. Colonel Sir John Cumming has acquainted us, that although his intelli- 
gence authorized him to believe that Scindia has given encouragement to the Seiks to invade the 
Vizier's dominions, he is yet not of opinion that any ſteps will be taken by this chief of an 
Hoſtile nature; Sir John Guwetinig attributes the friendly intercourſe that had lately taken place 
between Scindia and certain Sirdars of the Seiks, to a with on his part of preſerving the country 
which he had lately taken under his proted ion from being ravaged by thelt freebooters, and of 
diverting the Company's attention from the ambitious meaſures he was then purſuing to the 
defence of the frontiers againft an invaſion of the Setks, | 


27. In conſequence of ſome ſuſpicions entertained by the V izier of the fidelity of Almaſs Ally 

"-Cawn, his Excelttency had required another regiment of fepoys from the Cawnpore ftation to re- 

inforce the troops at Lucknow, and Colonel Tronſide had iffued orders for the brigade under 

His command to be ready to move, on the earlieſt notice; but we have lately underitood that 

_ ' Almaſs Ally Cawm has repaired to Lucknow, and that ia conſequence thereof the march of a 
regiment to that place has been poſtponed, 


28. The grounds for the ſuſpicions entertained of rhe fidelity of Almaſs Ally Cawn appear to 
Have reſted on his having withdrawn his family from Lucknow, and his having aſſembled a con- 
Jiderable force under his command at his cantonments at Kodezcote, not far from Secundra, 


209. From this general aſpect of affairs pn the Weſtern frontiers, you will readily admit that 
it is neceſſary for us to be upon our guard; and while we are purſuing a ſyſtem of moderation 
and pacific policy, to be prepared againſt any hoſtility or convulſion among the neighbouring 
native powers: we have no immediate apprehenſion from Scindia's ambition, nor do we ſuſpect 
him of an infidelity to his engagements, yet there is ſo obvious a relation between the powers 
of the Mogul empire, which be has affumed, and the conſtitutional claims of the Mogul 
power over the Vizier and his country, that we think it a neceſſary policy to be ready to reſiſt 
them; by adopting this ſyſtem, we employ the moſt likely means to prevent the affertion 
of Mogul N 


claims by the Marattas. 


— — — 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 22d February 1785. 


Par. 30. The preſent ſituation of affairs manifeſts the propriety of our reſolutions in ſuſ- 
pending that part of Mr. Haſtings's agreement with the Vizier which {ipulated for the recall of 
the Futty Ghur detachment within the provinces. 1 | 


31. We are determined to effect every poſſible reduction in the expences of that detachment, 
and in thoſe of all the Company's troops in the Viziers dominions. We are fikewife reſolved 
to leave the fulleſt ſcope for the ſucceſsful operation of thoſe arrangements, which the late 
Governor General fettled with the miniſters of the Vizier for the increaſe of his Excellency $ 
revenues. Mr. Macpherſon has written a very -explicit letter to the Vizier on this ſubject 
ſince Mr. Haſtings's departure—it attends you, a number in the packet. 


32. Your Honourable Court will readily approve another principal object of that letter; it 
explains to the Vizier the plan of reform which your government has adopted, and which Was 


_ reſolved upon without the concurrence of your late Governor General; it promiſes a _ _ 
| | bo 
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Nabob's treaſury, by carrying a ſimilar plan of ceconomical regulation through every connection 
of our ſervice with that of the Vizier, within his Excellency's country; and it expreſsly ſtipu- 
lates, that his Excellency ſhall not pay any allowances or gratuity to any of the Company's ſer- 
vants, civil or military, within his dominions, that are not regularly recorded in his public ac- 
counts with this Government, This ſtipulation appears, from the reſult of late inveſtigations, 
to be no lefs requiſite for the good of your ſervice in general, than for the relief of the Vizier; 


and it is our ſteady determination to enforce and maintain it as far as our beſt exertions can effect 
ſo deſirable a purpole, | 


| ® Q | 
33. Although we have engaged, in conſequence of the agreement concluded by your late 
Governor General with the V izier, not to charge his Excellency's account with the expence of 


the Futty Ghur detachment from the iſt of January laſt, till your pleaſure ſhall be known, we 


truſt that the Vizier will make a voluntary offer to provide the neceſſary funds for the payment 


of this corps, ſince theuſe of it to his Excellency's ſervice muſt have been eſtabliſhed to his con- 
viction by the neceſſity which produced his requiſition of two regiments attached to it to march 
againſt the Seiks, and that which was announced as very likely to follow it for the moyement of 
the whole detachment; but we do not mean to avail ourſelves of any indirect or compulſive in- 
fluence to induce the Vizier to make the propoſition which we have mentioned. 


34. The Accomptant General has tranſmitted to us, in conſequence of our orders on the 13th 
of laſt December laſt, an account exhibiting the differences between the ſams monthly charged to 


the Vizier's debit for the brigade at Cawnpore and regiment at Lucknow, as well as for the Futty 


Ghur detachment, and the actual expence of the ſame, as ſtated to him in two accounts from the 
Military Paymaſter General, and Aocomptant to the Board of Ordnance. 


By this ſtatement, which makes no allowance whatever for contingent charges, it appears that 
the [Pic charged to his Excellency the Vizier, for the brigade at Cawnpore, is ſhort of the ac- 


tual expence, in the monthly ſum of current rupees 33,760, 12. 4; for the Fatty Ghur detach- 


ment, in current rupees 49,287. 11. 8; and for the regiment at Lucknow, in current rupees | 
984. 3. 10. 5 5 | | 


36. The Accomptant General's letters and ſtatements go numbers in the packet ; and we 
believe that you will agree with us, that they furniſh no argument in ſupport of the propofition 
made to us for diminiſhing the ſublidy now paid by his Excellency the Vizier for the troops at 
Cawnpore. - | RO he - 


37. The debt owing to the Company by his Excellency at the end of laſt month is as fol- 


WS 2 | 


Balance due from him, as ſtated by the Account Current of the Accomptant at Lucknow, 


for the month of January. 
Fyzabad, 16 Sun Sicca Rupees * - - - > 27,18,964 10 3 
Batta, IT per cent. 1 a +7. N ky 2,99,086 19 


Current Rupees - 3018,05 13 0 


Add the amounts which the Nabob has been ſhort debited on account of | 


the expence of the Candahar cavalry ſerving with the Bombay detach- 
: ment * „ — = - — — 


* 


Current Rupees 33371735 5 8 


38. This includes the amount of his Excellency the Vizier's donation to the army employed 
in the Rohilla campaign, or current rupees 11, 65, 000. 


39. Vou have long ſince been informed of an agreement concluded by Mr. Briſtow, your late 
Refident at Lucknow, with the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs, for a loan of 15 lacks of rupees, 2 
0 


at the Preſidency, with a reduction of one per cent. per menſem in the intereſt, and four per 
cent. in the exchange. ; 


40, It 


0 69,084 9 8 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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40 It was ſtipulated in this agreement, that the ſurplus of the receipts at Luck now, after. 
def ay ing the diſburſements for the troops at Cawnpore and Futty Ghur, and the charges of the 
Reſidency, was to be appropriated to the re- payment of this loan. The Nabob was to be charged 
with the intereſt on it. Mr. Briſtow's letters of the 3d June, 14th October, and 1cth December 
1783, ſtate this tranſaction at large. They are recorded on our proceedings in the Conſultations 
of Nov. 10, Dec. 27, Nov. 25, and Dec. 10, 178 3; and we beg leave to refer you to them alſo 
for the other entries on our cdnſultations upon this tubje&t, * 


41. In conſequence of a minute delivered by Mr, Haſtings, on the 28th oPlaſt month, the 
Accomptant at Lucknow has been directed to diſcharge the loan of Gopaul Doſs with the ten 
lacks of rupees that are to be received from the Vizier in the month of Jeyte (ſeyte commences 
on the 6th of May, and ends with the third of June) in lieu of remitting the {ame to this Preli- 
dency and Surat; and with ſuch part of the kiſt of Bhauden (Bhauden commences with the 11t of 
Auguſt, and ends with the 3oth) as may be neceſſary for this purpoſe. — 


42. Major Palmer, who was placed by Mr. Haſtings as the Governor GeneraP's private agent 
at the court of the Vizier, after the public Reſidency was withdtawn, remains {till at Lucknow. 
Mr. Macpherſon's letters to the Vizier (which are recorded on our Conſultations) are tranſmitted 
to Major Palmer, who preſents them to the Nabob; he will of courle tran ſmit the Vizier's let- 
ters to the Preſidency ; but in no other capacity is he employed by this Government: And you 
will readily beli: ve, that it is from motives of dehcacy towards the late Governor General, and 
his arrangements in the upper provinces, and an unwillingneſs on our part to adopt any meaſure, 
in reſpect to the reſtoration of the Reſidency, that might infringe thoſe arrangements, that we 
have left Major Palmer in the ſituation above deſcribed at Lucknow. | 


43. Mr. Macpherſon wiſhes not to avail himſelf of the privilege of deputing an agent on his 
own part to the court of the Vizier, though the preſent engagements with him provide for ſuch 
2 deputation. He wiſhes to comply not only with the ſpirit but the letter of any orders that you 
may be pleaſed to tranſmit to us on the ſubject of the Reſidency; and he doubts not that thoſe 
orders will provide ſufficiently for the attention that ſhould ever be paid to the recommendation of 
your Governor General, in favour of thoſe of your ſervants whom he may think beſt qualified to 
officiate as your miniſters at foreign or ally durbars. His favourable opinion of the abilities of 
Mr. Briſtow and Mr, Cowper has not been invalidated by the accuſations which were preferred 
againſt them by Hyder Beg Cawn; yet, ſituated as affairs are at preſent (in the Vizier's country) 
and prejudiced as the Vizier or his miniſter may {till be againſt theſe gentlemen, it would not be 
expedient to appoint either of them to the charge of the Reſidency, before the period is elapſed 
within which the Vizier has promiſed to complete his payments to the Company: This period is 
September next. | br: 


We have thought it our duty to give you our ſentiments thus candidly and explicitly, on 
ſubjects which were formerly agitated with ſome warmth, and a difference of opinion in our 
councils, and relative to which you may be deſirous of knowing not only our preſent ideas, but 
our future intentions. | | 


— — — 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, I/ March, 1785. 


R E AD the following Letter from Colonel Sir John Cumming. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and members of the Supreme 
7 Council, in their Secret Department. 


Honovrable Sir, and Sirs, 


L have the honour to, inform you, that in conſequence of his Excellency the Vizier's requiſition, 
I ſhall march from hence to-morrow with two regiments of ſepoys, the ruſſulla of cavalry, and 
the a.tiilery ; one regiment will remain here in charge of the magazine and cantonments, until 
the arrival of Captain Frith. with a battalion of the Nabob's ſepoys, when that regiment allo will 
proceed to join the detachment, | | > 


„ * 


I have obtained an order from his Excellency for a dark to be laid from this place to camp; 
but in the relaxed ſtate of the police in this part of the country, I think it highly neceſſary to 
provide againſt the danger of a dawk being plundered. Permit me therefore to requeſt, het any 

| etter 
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letter you may have occaſion to write me during my abſence from this place, ma be tranſmitted 
to me in duplicate; a precaution I ſhall obſerve in writing your Honourable Boar | 


TI am till of opinion, that there is but little foundation for his Excellency's apprehenſions for 
the ſafety of the country, But I approve of the movement of the troops towards the frontier, as 
by ſhewing we are ready to act, it may be a means of inducing Scindia to lay aſide his hoſtile 
intentions (if he has formed any ſuch) upon h's Excellency's dominions, and will alſo ſecure the 
country from the ravages of the Seiks. I purpoſe returning hither with the troops, as ſoon as the 
ſwelling of the Ganges ſhall remove every fear for the ſafety of the country. 


| * T have the honour to be, 
Futty Ghur, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
11th February, 1785. | | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| JOHN CUMMING, Col. 


— — 


— __; — 


Read the following letter from the Commander in Chief : 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, xc. Members of the Su- 
preme Council, Secret Department. 


Gentlemen, 


I do myſelf the honour of encloſing for your information a copy of a letter to me from Colo- 
nel Sir John Cumming, adviſing me of his intention to march the day after the date of that let- 
ter, with the detachment under his command, leaving one regiment of ſepoys for the protection 
of the cantonments and magazine, till the arrival of Captain Frith, who was expected there in 
a ſhort time with a battalion of the Nabob's ſepoys. Pet ö 


| J have the honour to be, 
Fort William, Gentlemen, 


24th February, 1985, . _ Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| ET ; S6. STIBBERT., 


The letter encloſed in the foregoing, being only a counterpart of that which Sir John Cum- 
ming has addreſſed to the Board, there is no occaſion to record it again in this place. 


. 
” = 
— A. 4 — — — 
— — — . 


TIE Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, which he wrote to Major 
Palmer on the 4th inſtant. | EL 


Dear Sir, | Calcutta, 4th March, 1788. 
Yeſterday I had the pleaſure of receiving your letter of the 21ſt February, encloſing letters to 
me from the Nabob Vizier and his miniſters, It affords me great ſatisfaction that the Nabob 
Vizier and his miniſters are pleaſed with the repreſentations which 1 made to them reſpectively, 
an the occaſion of Mr. Haſtings's departure and reſignation of his office: My ſubſequent letters 
to his Highneſs, and to the miniſters, Hyder Beg Cawn and Huſſein Peg Cawn, which were en- 
cloſed to you for preſentation, would add to their confidence in the moderation and juſtice of my 
. adminiſtration. | 
One of the heavy complaints of the Nabob Vizier was, the expence to which his government 
has been put by the allowances granted in various ways, and under different eſtabliſhments, to 
the Company's civil and military ſervants in his dominions ; ſuch allowances, unleſs they have 
the expreſs approbation of the Company's adminiſtration, and are recorded in the public accounts, 
are no leſs a grievance to the Vizier, than injurious to the Company's ſervice, and general in- 
tzreſls, | | CAVES 


I have reſolved, as the letter to the Nabob Vizier, of which a tranſlation was ſent, would 
inform you, to bring all allowances-and penſions from the Vizier's treaſury, in the face of his 
account with the Company: my object is not an unpleaſant and invidious retroſpect (which ſel- 

Vor. IV. 3 Q. « dom 
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dom in any caſe forwards the public intereſt) but to keep our accounts with the Vizier corre 


and juſt in future; that he may have no cauſe, public or fecret, for not fulfilling his engagements 
with the Company, and that a correct adjuſtment may take place in his diſburſements for the 
Company's ſervice, a meaſure equally ſalutary to the reſpective intereſts of his and our on go- 
vernment, and'conſlituting the beſt check to future intrigues, 


My predeceſſor was often anxious to draw this line of Adjuſtment, but he poſſeſſed not the Op- 
portùnities which now offer for its eftabliſhment, "The recent conteit between the Nabob's Mini- 
{ters and the ſervants of the Company at Lucknow have placed the ſubject of the Vizier's re- 
ſources, and the manner of their expenditure, in a clear view fully upon record; and. in lepen- 
dent of the wiſhes which Mr. Haſtings had equally with me; to draw the line of diſburſement 
from the Vizier's treaſury to a Juſt and oeconotnical preciſion, preſent neceffity, and the honour 


of this Government, prels irreſiſtibly for the adoption of the meaſures which I have recommend- 
edto the Vizier, | 1 | 

Accounts are now making out of the actual charge to the Company of their troops and ſer- 
vants in the Vizier's country; thoſe charges exceed the fablidy, and yet the Vizier's treaſury is 
without reſource. | 


The apprehenſions lately entertained by the Vizier and his miniſters, from the deſign of the 


Mahrattas, the incurſion of the Seiks, and the natural conſequences of the eſtabliſhment of a 


powerful State on the ruins of the Mogul power, in the neighbourhood of the V izier, leave us 
little hopes of being able for a time to recall the Futty Ghur detachment, Our ſecurity, and 
that of the Vizier, reſt ultimately on our force, and not in our addreſs in negociation; and to 


place that force on a footing to enſure the peace of theſe and of the Vizier's provinces, it muſt 
be regularly paid, and kept in readineſs to act. 


For this purpoſe I wiſh you to explain to the Vizier the abſolute neceſſity of punQuality in his 


Kifts; and while you preſs that neceſſity upon his mind, you may aſſure him, that I do not wiſh 
a greater force than what is abſolutely neceſſary for his own protection to remain in his domi- 
nions, and that the expence of it ſhould be kept within the moſt œconomical bounds : 1 imagine 
a complete brigade in conſtant readineſs, and well paid up, will be equal to this ſervice, with a 
few regiments of ſepoys to be kept for the detail of internal ſervice. The brigade ſhould be kept 
invariably together, and the bazar of it ſhould be left not in the hands of the Vizier's ſervants, 
but onder the contronl of the commander of our troops. This would relieve the Vizier from a 
heavy expence, which he now pays in lieu of that controul, and the intereſts of the different oſſi- 


- cers, European and native, in the brigade, will effectually prevent any unjuſt exerciſe of the con- 


troul of the commanding othcer of the brigade over the bazar. 


1 throw out this idea merely as a ſpeculative one at preſent; I wiſh to have no reſerve in ſub- 


jects of this nature, 


Of the debt of our Government, current, bonded, and arrears, 2 probably no correct 


idea relative to its magnitude; and that of the demands of the Preſidencies you can have no ade- 


 4quate conception. Ihe regulations of the late act of Parliament (of which I ſend you a copy) 


are wiſely reſtrictive againſt extenſion of dominion in India. It follows, then, that it is only 


from the field in our poſſeſſion, and our influence over that which we protect, that we can realize 


the funds that are neceſſary for our preſent exiſtence, and againſt future events. My colleagues 
have hea!tily united with me in the reduction of every poſſible expence; and they agree with me 


fully in opinion, that every aid that can be drawn from the reſources of Oude, conſiſtently with 


the faith of our engagements, and the permanent good of the country itſelf, will ſcarcely be ſut- 


. ficient, united with the utmoſt reduction of our expences, and the moſt ſucceſsful collection of 

the revenues of theſe provinces, to maintain out force and our credit, or to ſubſtantiate the engage 
ments which the Court of Directors have in a manzer pledged to Parliament for the independence 
of the Company. 


leave the obiect to your general conſideration, as the beſt comment upon my letter to the 


Vizier, and the meaſures which ought to be adopted upon a general ſyſtem throughout the Com- 


pany's-provinces, and thoſe of their protected allies. Mr. Haſtings united with us heartily in the 
general ſyſtem of retrenchments before his departure. We are now carrying reſolutions, adopted 
in council with him, into practical effect; and it will be neceſſary to inform the Company's ſer- 
vants at Lucknow, that they are not to remain excluded from the effects of a general ſyſtem of 


- eccnomy and retrenchment—what they receive from the Vizier is in fact received from the Com- 
- pany, while he is ſo much in arrears to them, : 


Nr. 


TI 27 ] 


Mr. Wombwell will be directed to lay before the Board, bona fide, all the allowances that ats 
paid to the Company's ſervants, of whatever deſcription, within the Vizier's dominions, from 
the Vizier's treaſury, or from the Company's paymaſters.— Your own allowances, as the late 
Governor Generals agent at Lucknow, ſhould be mentioned with the reſt The Vizier, I ſup- 
poſe, finds yeu a houte and ſervants, _ Theſe particulars I would not mention but on the principle 
that,, when real reforms are undertaken, they ſhould begin with the conductors of theſe refdrms. 
You will underſtand that I have ſhewn the example in my own family; yet I claim not any com- 
parative merit in this meaſure—My predeceſſors had not the opportunity that was offered to me, 
nor was the public diſtreſs ever ſo preſſing as in the preſent moment—The ſeaſon of the heavy 
collections is over Ihe demands of Madras and Bombay are moſt prefling, and our arrears to the 
army are upwards of 50 lacks. You will inform Captain Polhill, and the officers in the body 
guard, that I have felt the molt painful reluctance in the reduction of the body guard, and the 
transfer of it to the Vizier, without the Britiſh officers—but I will not burthen the Vizier with a 
41:gle officer, if I can help it. The officers of the body guard will find that ſome of Mr, Haſtings's 
aid-de camps, that lived in my own family, areno longer in that or any eſtabliſhment of expence 


to the Company, This mult be my excule to Captain Polhill and the gentlemen of the late re- 
giment, | | | | | 


I ſhall have the pleaſure of writing to you more particularly very ſoon, You will find, that 
while you are ſo good as to remain in your preſent ſituation, my correſpondence with the Viziec 
and his miniſters thall paſs excluſively through your hands. Mr. Stuart and Mr. Stables have 
peruſed your letters to me, and I communicate to them my correſpondence with you. 


They are much pleaſed with the hopes you have given me, that we have little to apprehend 
from the Sei ks. 


I had, in conſequence of the hint I gave you about Major Browne, and the fixed determination 
of the Board to reduce every poſſible expence, given Major Browne leave to return to the preſi- 
dency, before I had the pleaſure of your laſt letter. If you correſpond regularly with Mr. James 
Anderſon, he will give you every neceſſary light for the Vizier's information. 


I hope the Prince is well—Scindia will not hear of his return with ar.y of our troops for his pro- 
tection at his father's court I imagine the Prince will not go without ſuch a protection: If he 
wiſhes to live at Benares or Lucknow in a private capacity (as the ſons of cur Sovereign live among 


their fellow ſubjects) humanity as well as policy requires that we ſhould give him ſuch an aſylum, 
ſince he has thrown himſelf upon and has been received into our protection. | 


I ſhall imagine that in time Scindia will have the addreſs to.induce him to return to his father. 
I beg you to aſſure the Prince of my reſpect for him, as the deſcendant of a moſt illuſtrious race 
of men and of princes. I have a moſt liberal conſideration of his preſent ſituation ; and my regard 
for him, from the real good character which Mr. Haſtings gave of him, and which many , cx 
have confirmed, is pertectly eſtabliſhed, | | 


In this letter I have not aimed at either a formal or regular repreſentation in the ſtyle of official 


buſineſs. I have given you my thoughts freely, that you may turn them as you can to public 
uſe, and the credit of my adminiſtration. 


I am very. ones | 
: r Sir, | 
To Major Palmer, | Your faithful and moſt obedient Servant. 


Lucknow, 


a ARSE 


— ES. — 


EX TRA C'T of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 11th March 1785. 
Read the following letter, and its encloſures, from Major Palmer, to the Governor General. 


Lucknow, 28th February 17855. 
Dear Sir, | Fg. 


I have the honour to tranſmit to you letters from the Nabob Muſuffer Jung from Ally Abder 

Cawn, uncle to the Shah Zoada, and from Almaſs Ally Cawn. The latter is accompanied by a 
draft for fifty-one gold mohurs, as a nazeer of congratulation upon your acceſſion to the go- 

vernment, 8 | | — 


Nothing 


2 1] 


Nothing material has occurred in the tranſactions of this government ſince I had the honour to 
addreſs you laſt, There is every favourable appearance of tranquillity and plenty. A; 
: | I am, with great reſpect, 
ar Sir, 
Your faithful and moſt 
obedient humble Servant, 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire. (Signed) Wu PALMER, 


Read the following Tranflates of Letters incloſed'in the foregoing. 


From Mozuffer Jung, of Ferrucka bad, to Mr. Haſtings: Received 12th March 1785. 
Vour letter, agreeable to this purport, that at this time you are going to Europe for neceſſary 
affairs; and, that Mr. Macpherſon, who remains in your place, will attend to my friendſhip, 
and the intereits of my concerns, and that I muſt ſet my heart at reſt, honoured by its arrival, it 
gave me the higheſt pleaſure. May the Almighty make all your virtues glorious and fortunate to 
you! which is my only wiſh. I hope that you will explain, from your favour and kindneſs, all my 
concerns to that gentleman ;z and that, after your return to Europe, in the letters which you may 
write to that gentleman, you will not forget my ſincere attachment, but will write about me in a pro- 

r manner, that he alſo may, after your example, be favourable and kind to me. With reſpect 
to the allegiance and obedience which you direct me to preſerve for the Nawab V izier, by tha 
blefling of God, I never was nor can he deacient in my duties to that Nawab, as far as my abili- 
ties extend; and in the diſcharge of the kiſts to the Nawab, I have to. this day paid them regu- 
larly : and in future, God willing, I ſhall alſo pay them regularly, I am hopetul that, conſider- 
ing me as the firmeſt of your friends, you will honour me with frequent letters. 8 


r 
” 


From Ackber Ally Khan: Received 11th March 1785. 


Although I have not yet been made happy by an interview with you, my heart's attachment 
and your great favours have made me as happy as if I had touched the hem of your garment.— 
Your letter to the Prince arrived, and made him acquainted with the particulars of your alle- 
giance and attachment, and convinced his royal mind that you will be at all times as ready in 
obedience to the royal houfe of Timur as the Nawab Governor, Amaud ul Dowlah, always was, 
becauſe from that you will exalt your name in the whole world. A Shucka from the royal pre- 
ſence has been diſpatched to you; I am convinced that whatever degree of favour I received from 
the ſaid Nawab Governor, a greater degree will be experienced from you, and 1 am hopeful that 
you will gladden me by anſwers to my letters. 


Fram Almaſs Ally Cawn : Received 11th March 1785. | 


By the artival of your gracious letter I have been honoured and made grateful, and my heart 
is fet at reſt by your favours and kindneſs. I am fr m my heart and ſoul ready in obedience 
and allegiance to your Excellency, to the Company's exalted government, and to his Highn:3s 
the Vizier : In my caſe, can I be ever deficient, knowing my own advantage to depend upon it? 
Major Palmer has ſet my heart at reſt on your account; and having received complete comfort and 
conſolati n, am ready in obedience aud attachment to you. The particulars of my deſire of obe- 
dience to you, which is my chief deſire, will be known to you from Major Palmer's letters. | am 
hopeful, from your favour and protection, that vou will honour me with letters of kindnels, from 
whi.h alone I can receive comfort and credit. ; 


— — —  —_ — 
EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 22d March 1785. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, and its encloſures, from the Accomp- 
tant at Lucknow. 3 
| 6: To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. | 
Hi, | i 
I requeſt you will lay before the Honourable Board the accompanying treaſury, and Nabob Vi- 


Zier's accounts, for the month of February, oY 
| have the honour to he, Sir, your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
Accomptant's Office, J. WOMBWELL, Accomptant. 

Lucknow, 8th March 1785. |  NABOB 
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| NABOB VIZIER in Account with the Honourable Governor General and Council, from the 1ſt to the 28th. 


— 


To Army Subſidy. 


For one brigade, according to the old eſtabliſhment 2, 60, 000 o 


For one regiment ſtationed at Lucknow, according to 


the new eſtabliſhment - - - 25,000 o 


For five regiments of ſepoys, and one company of 


atillery, under Colonel Sir John Cumming — 1, 45, 000 o of 


Jo Balance due the 31ſt Jan 1785, or 6th Phaugunbud 1192. 


To Mirza Saudit Ally's Stipend. 


For one month at two lacks per annum — — 


| To Rohilla Stipends. 
hid them for Phaugun 2 =; 1 


To intereſt on Mr. Fraſer's bonds. 
(he month on 18, 332, the balance due the 31ſt January 


Fyzd. 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 
klince due on Mr. Frazer's bond the 31ſt Janry. - 18,332 


Deduct the proportion of the receipts that the ba- 
lance due on the bond bears to the whole amount 
due by the Vizier the 3 iſt of January — 2101 


— 


99 27,18,964 10 3 By: 


16,666 10 8$| 


Remains due on the bond the 28th Febry. 1785. 
lune due on account the army donation - 1,00, 279 


Deduct the proportion of the receipts that the ba- 
lance due on the donation bears to the whole 


amount due by the Vizier the 31ſt Janr yr. 11,986 


Mains due on account of the donation, the 28th Febry > - 


Vor. Iv. 


4,30, 0 ' © ©o| 


| 


By 


| 


4,51,9020 6 ol 


N — 31, 0,889 2 3 


o 


* 


Lucknow, the 1ſt ol 
(E 


a * 
* * = 
* * " 
: . b 


the 28th Fabriary 1785, or from the 7th of Phaugunbud to the 4th of Cheytebud | 1192. 


Ce 
1 5 ESL 
3 By amount received, as per the Accountant's treaſury acct - | 3.25000 0 0 WA 
By balance due the 28th of F ebruary, or 4th of Cheytebud, 1192 28,45,885 © 3 
A 
| | 
O 
| 1 90 — 
2 Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 31,70,885 0 3 


. 
: U 
* 


che it of March 1784, or 5th Cheytebud. 1192. 
(Errors excepted) 


J. WOMBWELTL, 


Accountant, 


Dr 


—— 


gunbud. 1192 — — 


To the Nabob Vizier. 
Received from Hyder Beg Cawn, Kiſt for Phaugnn - = = 


Fyrabad 16 Sn 82 Rupees 


S 


1784. : 


Y 


4 


as. * n 


| þ 


þ 


Tohalagce remaining in the treaſury the 31ſt January 1785, or Phau- | 
hs - - - | 3,07,970 1 6 


| 


3255000 0 2 


| 


6,32,0750 1 6 


* 


February 28th. Balance due the Shroffs on account of the money borrowed 
from them in June 1783 LS R 13,61,055. 7. 6. 


4 .® 


TREASURY ACCQUNT of the Acepyntant at Lucknow, from the 16} to 


( 7 


he iſt 1 115, or . to che 4th Chytebud. 1192. 


Luckaow the 1f Mareh, or om of Cheytebud, 1792. 
(Errors excepted) 


J WOMBWEL I, 


0 
— — - — . ———— | — 
By Fort William Preſidency. N | 
Paid the Paymaſter General, as per Nis ar of the 28th of er B 
for Ca Rs 3, 77,400 - 3,40, 00 © © 
RE 
Paid Mr. Blain his falary, as 1 for bead, | 
Ca Sa Re 1,250, or - 8 1,312 8 : Li 
| | 
Dn. Mr. Wombwell, as en for February, 1 
Ca $a R. 2,600, or - 5 2,730 © © 
] 9 — — 4042 8 0 
| %%% 8 o 
By the Nabob Viaier. 4 
| 1 5 | | 
Paid the Rohillas, for Phaugun Wes - - - — Lo $,131 8 0.5 
By balance remaining in the treaſury the abt of Te . or EY | 165 1 11 
A414h 8 8 1192 „ We = =» | 2,843,506 1 3 
rr 16 5 & ki 463% 16 


Accountant. 


4% 
+ 5 
by 


Ot — 
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Sarret Conf, 22 March 1588. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, and Members of the 
| Supreme Council, in their Secret Department. | | 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 2 i ee 


- 

. - - " 4 , 4 

= - s ® o . : * 3 £ : . 2 v 
* 


I am honoured by the receipt of your letter of the 6th inſtaat. 5 


The reports you had heard of an incurſion made by the Seiks into Rohilcund were not without 
foundation; they plundered the town of Chandowey, and partly thoſe of Mauriddabad and Sum- 
bul. ] knew from my own private intelligence of their approach to the banks of the Ganges, 
near Anopſhire, but all the officers of the Vizier's government maintained the ſtricteſt ſilence on 
the ſubject of their apptoach, as well as of their croſſing, and ſublequent depredations : I omitted 
nothing upon this occaſion which it was in my power to do. I prepared to take the field at an 
hour's notice, and impatiently waited'a requiſition from his Excellency the Vizier for the march 
of a part, or the whole of the detachment; The requiſition being delayed beyond my expeCtation, 
I ordered Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, with 2 regiments and 4 guns, to be in readineſs for im- 
mediate ſervice, and I repreſented in ſtrong terms the urgent neceſſity of their marching : They 
remained in this ſituation about 10 days: at Jaſt I received the requiſition, and next morning the 
detachment mr arched. Shortly afterwards, for the reaſons mentioned in my letter to your Ho- 
nourable Board, under date the 4th inſtant, the Vizier ſent me a requiſition for the match of the 
whole detachment : It accordingly marched immediately, except the 18th regiment; that re 

giment I had ordered to follow me upon the arrival of his Excellency the Vizier's battalions, but 
the latter proved ſuch an undiſciplined Rabble, that I could not entruſt them with the protection 
of the magazine, hoſpital, cantonments, and all the property of the officers, beſides the city of 
Furrockabad ; this conſideration, joined to my conviction that the force now with me is more 
than equal to any thing that can be brought to oppoſe me, has induced me to countermand the 
march of the 18th regiment from Futty Ghur. © NEE | 


It muſt appear ſtrange to your Honourable Board, that I have tranſmitted you no account of 
the late incurſion of the Seiks. I have more than once ſat down with an intention of addreſſin 

ou on the ſubje&, but found myſelf under ſuch difficulty in what manner to treat it; for, as 
8 mentioned above, I received no information from the V izier's officers; all I had was derived 
from my own Hircarrahs. By my inſtructions from your Honourable Board, I am placed en- 
tirely under his Excellency's orders; without a requiſition under his ſeal, T cannot march a com- 
pany : In. one inſtance (a moſt neceſſary one) I deviated from this rule, by marching a fingle 
company which drew a ſevere attack upon me in a repreſentation to your Board. It reſted ſolely 
with his Excellency to command the ſervices of my detachment towards the protection of the 
upper part of the province of Rohilcund ; and in giving my opinion unaſked, that the troops 
ought to march, I went further than I was well warranted to do by the ſituation in which I am 
placed - bound to execute, but not entitled to advice. The reſp due to his Excellency made 
it improper for me to make any obſervations, as far as concerned him: and not doubting but that 
either he or the miniſter would take occaſion to explain this buſineſs to your Honourable Board, 
1 wiſhed to leave it to them, and ſhould have continued filent but for your letter on the 
ſubject, | . 


Before I quit this ſubject, permit me to remark, that while the motions of the troops depend 
entirely on orders from Lucknow, theſe orders will 8 arrive too late. Were a force to 
approach the frontier that I thought dangerous to the Vizier's government, I certainly would not 
wait for orders from his Excellency, but, confiding in the candour of the Board, would march 
without any requiſition; but in this caſe only would I take ſuch a ſtep. The incurſions of the 
Seiks, although very diſtreſſing to the country, are not of ſuch a nature as to juſtify a deviation 
from the rule laid down in my inſtructions. If it had, however, depended on me, the troops, 
or at leaſt part of them, would have been in the field early in December, becauſe the Seiks may 
be expected, with a great degree of certainty, at the time of the C-anges becomes fordable. If 
I may venture an opinion with regard to the motive that induced his Exce.lency to decline 
calling on me, I think it was a wiſh to convince your Board, and perhaps the country 
in general, that his own forces were equal to the defence of the weſtern frontier. —To 
ſum up what I have ſaid, the Vizier and his miniſters certainly may be the belt judges of the 
neceſſity of having recource to our troops in the caſe of internal diſturbances, but were a foreign 
enemy 1s concerned, their reſolves are much too flow. 


After the plunder of Chandowey, &c. the Seiks, apprehenſive of having their retreat inter- 
eepted by a detachment of our troops, retired with their booty acroſs the Ganges, nor have they 
Vox. IV. 38 | - ſince 
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the troops under his command. 


To the Hanontable Ichn Macpherſon, Eſquite, Governor General, and Members of the Supreme 


Aumil of Rohilcund, has been with me. 


_ diſtricts now under the Mahratta protection, induced me to give great weight to the above infor- 
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Kince re-croſſed into Rohilcund, They are now principally in the neighbourhood of Bou 
hurt, the capital of Golam Kader, the ſon and ſucceſſor of the late Nabob Zabdy 


In compliance with a requiſition from his Excellency the Vizier, I detached three companies 
of ſepoys, a few days ago, to affiſt the Nabob of Furruckabad in collecting the revenue of his 
diſtrict, and to enable him thereby to diſcharge his tribute to the Vizier. 

Since my arrival here this morning, I bave been joined by Lieutenant Colonel Kaudſon, and 


I have the Honour to be, 


Camp, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
| at Anopſhire, | Your moſt obedient 
- February 23d, 1785. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, 
| | Coll, 
E. Hay 
* AY 


Council, in their Secret Department, 


- 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Since I had the honour of replying to your letter of the 6th inſtant, Rajah Jaggernaut, the 

—— him very particularly, both with regard 
to the damage done by the Seiks in that country, and the Se of his not informing me of 
the probability of their croſſing the Ganges, He ſtates the damage to have been much ſeſs than 
the reports your Board had received repreſented it to be, or than I myſelf had heard. He affirms 
to me, that Moraudabad has not been touched, and that the depredations were confined ſolely to 
the towns of Chandowey and Sumbul, He acknowledges, that the Bazars of theſe two places, 
were pillaged, and burnt, and that a conſiderable number of bullocks, loaded with plunder found 
there, had been carried acroſs the river, but not one backery. On the whole, I found him 
exceedingly averſe to enter into the ſubject ; and, during the converſation, he appeared much 
embarrafſed, from an apprehenſion, on one hand, of incurring the diſpleaſure of his Excellency, 
and, on the other, that of your Board, To aſcertain, therefore, as nearly as poſſible, the real 
damage ſuſtained, I have diſpatched people to make enguiries at the ſeveral places that are ſaid 
to have ſuffered.— I cannot help obſerving to your Honourable Board, that the whole would ſeem 
to have been owing to an unwillingneſs on the part of his Excellency to apply for the affiſtance 
of the company's troops towards the protection of Rohilcund, and an ill- grounded confidence in 
his own forces. And I think I can venture to aſſure your Board, that the ſame motives, it 
ſuffered to operate, will hereafter be productive of the ſame effects. 


I mentioned, in two former letters to your Honourable Board, that his Excellency had adviſed - 
me (through M:yyor Palmer) on his having received information, that a ſtrong connection was 
formed betwixt Scindia and the Seiks, and that Scindia had incited the Seiks to an invaſion of 
the Vizier's dominions, and engaged to give them fupport. The circumſtance of the Seiks having 
paſſed without any acts of depredation along the frontiers, and even through ſome parts of the 


mation from his Excellency. When I laſt wrote your Honourable Board I was unacquainted with 
the channel through which his Excellency derived it; being now apprized of it, the information 
wt: me, has loſt much of its weiglrt. | 


; 


Upon my arrival here, a Mahratta Vakeel waited on me, with a letter from Mulhir Babao, 

a perſon in great truſt and confidence with Scindia, and who rents all the diſtricts ſituated betwixt- 

elhv and this part of his Excellency the Vizier's dominions. The letter aſſured me (as did the 

Vakeel verbally) that the Mahrattas have given orders to all thoſe dependant on their Government 

to afford every poſſible afiiſtance in point of ſupplies to our troops, whether encamped on their 
Hontiers, or pailing through any part of their diſtricts, which, on this fide of the river, are 7 

| many. 
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many places much blended with thoſe of the Vizier. Underſtanding that the march of the troops 
from F utty Ghyr has alatmed Scindia, and the Mahratta government, I have judged'it neceffary, 
both in my letters to Mulhar Baboo, and in my. etonverfation with his Vakeel, to give the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the friendſhip and attachment of our government towards the Mahrattas. 
I have begged him to inform Scindia, that the ſole object of the march of this detachment was 
the defence of the Vizier's frontiers from the incurſions of the Seiks. And I have added, that 
ſhould the Seiks come down in fuch force that the Mahratta troops on this frontier ſhould: be 
unable to repel them, I am ready to aſſiſt them againſt the Seiks, as a proof of the friendſhip of 
our government towards the Pateal. N * is | 


The morning I arrived here I received a letter from Major Palmer, written by order of h:* 
Excellency, acquainting me, that the Seiks having retreated, my continuance in this quarters 
with the troops that marched with me from Futty Ghur, would be no longer neceflary ; and- 
encloſing a requiſition from his Excellency for my return to Futty Ghur, leaving Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudſon, with two regiments of ſepoys. I am fo fully convinced of the bad conſe- 
quences that would reſult from this meaſure, that J have repreſented to his Excellency, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, through Major Palmer, the neceffity of my continuing here, at leaſt till the 
iſt of April, when the river will begin to riſe; and that it will be highly proper that Lieutenant 
Colonel Knudſon, with two 3 of ae 6, ſhould remain on this frontier till the 25th. of 
April. Among other reaſons, 1 urged, that the Seiks, who plundered Rohilcund, ate now en- 
camped near Gouz Ghur, at the diftance of 35 coſs from hence; and that the Rubby harveſt, 
upon which the collections chiefly depended, will very ſoon commence; that there is a frontier 
to defend extending upwards of 140 miles; and that two regiments of ſepoys cannot afford to 
ſend our detachments to any conſiderable diſtance ; that the immediate return of the troops 
would not only greatly alarm all the inhabitants of the frontier, but ftamp an impreſſion of 
fluctuation in his er har 's councils upon all the neighbouring powers. I have, however, re- 
2 Major Palmer to norm his Excellency, that if, notwithſtanding what IL have urged, he 


1 


ould repeat the requiſition, I ſhall think it my duty, in obedience thereto, to return to Futty 
Ghur. n 835% | 1 . | 
I have the Honour to be, with the higheſt Reſpect, 


Camp f Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
dt Anopſhire, 77 [1 Your moſt obedient and | 
February 27th 1785* moſt humble Servant, | 
F) | (Signed JOHN. CUMMING, 
| | as Colonel, 
A true Copy. b | 
E, Hay, 
| Secretary. 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal; dated the 25th of March 1785. 


Par 2. We were informed * Cqlonel Sir John Cumming, under date the 11th ultimo, that 
in conſequence of a requiſition from his Excellency the Vizier, the probability of which has been 
already mentioned to your Honourable Court, he ſhould march from Futty Ghur the next 
morning with two regiments of ſepoys, the Ruſſollah of cavalry, and the artillery, leaving one re- 
giment at that ſtation in charge of the cantonments and magazine, until the arrival of a battalion 
of the Nabob's native troops, when that regiment alſo would proceed to join the detachment. 


The Colonel was ſtill of opinion that there was but little ground for his Excellency's ap- 
e reſpect to the ſafety of his country, but he approved of the movement of the 
troops towards the frontier, as, by ſhewing that we were ready to act, it might be a means of 
inducing Scindia to lay aſide his hoſtile intentions (if he ſhould have formed any) upon the 
Vizier's dominions, and it would alſo ſecure the country ffom the ravages of the Seiks. 


4. The detachment. of your troops under Sir John Cumming arrived at Anopſheer on the 23d 
ultimo. | 8 | 


5. The letters which we have received from that officer, bearing date the 23d and 27th 
February, and tranſmitted numbers in the packet, will lay before you the ſeveral circumſtances 
that have come to his knowledge, in reſpect to the invaſion of the Seiks. The laſt on iba 

| | inform 


credit to thele reports, but the poſkbility of their being true was ſufficient cauſe for not neglecting 
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inform you that the injuries done by theſe people in the province of Rohilcund are by no means 


of ſo ſerious a nature as was imagined ; and it offers reaſon to believe that the Viziers ſurmiſes 


of Sindia's connection witli the Seiks for an invaſion of his dominions, were founded more on 


conjecture than on politive authority, We are led to this remark from the following extract 
of Sir John Cumming's addreſs to us of the 27th February: Upon my arrival here, [that is 


„at Anopſheer] a Mahratta Vakeel waited on me with a letter from Mulhir. Baboo, a perſon 
ein great truſt and confidence with Scindia, and who rents all the diſtricts ſituated between 


« Delhi and this part of his Excellency the Vizier's dominions. This letter aſſutes me (as did the 
> <6 Vackeel verbally) that the Mahrattas have given orders to all thoſe dependent on their 
government, to afford every poſſible aſſiſtance, in point of ſupplies to our troops, whether 


* encamped on their frontiers, or paſſing through every part of their diſtricts, which, on this ſide 
<« of the river, are in many places much blended with thoſe of the Vizier, | | 


6. Colonel Sir John Cumming adds, that underſtanding that the march of the troops from 
Futty Ghur had alarmed Scindia and the Maratta government, he had judged it neceſſary, in his 
letter to Mulhar Baboo, and in converſation with the V ackeel, to give the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
che friendſhip and attachment of our government towards the Marattas : Sir John Cumming had 
al ſo deſired him to inform Mahajee Scindia, that the ſole ohject of the march of your detachment 
was the defence of the Vizier's frontiers from the incurſions of the Seiks; and ſhould the Seiks 
come down in ſuch force that the Maratta troops on the frontier ſhould be unable to repel them, 


that he was ready to aſſiſt them againſt the Seiks, as a proof of the friendſhip of the Engliſh go- 


vermnent toward the Pateel. 


7. We are adviſed by the Colonel, that on the morning of his arrival at Anoopſheer, * re- 


ceived a letter from Major Palmer, written by order of the Vizier, acquainting him that the Seiks 
having retreated, his continuance in that quarter, with the troops that marched with him from 
Futty Ghur, would be no longer neceſſary, and we As a requiſition from his Excellency for his 
return to Futty Ghur, leaving Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon with two regiments of ſepoys. The 
Colonel obſerves, that he was ſo fully convinced of the bad conſequences that would reſult from 
this meaſure, that he had repreſented to his Excellency, in the ſtrongeſt terms, the neceſſity of 
continuing at Anoopſheer, at leait until the rſt of April, when the river would begin to riſe; and 
that it would be highly proper that Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, with two regiments of ſepoys, 
ſhou!d remain on the Fenkler until the 25th of that month. Sir John Cumming appears to have 
urged, among other reaſons. for this advice, that, the Seiks who plundered Rohilcund were then en- 
camiped near Gouzghur, at the diſtance of 35 coſs from Anoopſheer ; and that the rubby. harveſt, 
upon which the colleCtions chiefly depended, would very ſuon commence ; that there was a fron- 
tier to defend extending upwards of 140 miles; and that two regiments of ſepoys could not afford 
to ſend out detachments to any conſiderable diſtance ; and that the iiumediate return of the troops 
would not only greatly alarm all the inhabitants of the frontier, but ſtamp an impreſſion of fluc- 


tuation in his Excellency's councils upon all the neighbouring powers, Colonel Sir John Cum- 


ming has however requeſted Major Palmer to inform his Excellency, that if, notwithſtanding 
what he has urged, the requiſition ſhould be repeated, he ſhould think it his duty, in obedience 
thereto, to return to Futty Ghur, | 5 


8. In a late letter which your Governor General has received from Major Palmer, bearing 
date the 13th ultimo, that gentleman writes as follows: 0 


4 The late predatory invaſion of the Seiks has been more diſcreditable than injurious to the 
46 Vizier's government. There has certainly been neglect in the Aumil of Rohilcund, as the Vi- 
Zier pays for a force in that country more than adequate to its protection againſt ſuch a deſpi- 
cable banditti as the Seiks; and the ghauts ſhould have been properly guarded as ſoon as the 
«river became fordable. The depredations made by theſe freebooters fall upon individuals, 
«< and can in no ſhape affect the public revenues. They retreated acroſs the Ganges on the firſt 
appearance of the Vizier's troops; and, although they are now aſſembled to the number (as is 
< reported) of 20,000, on the weſtern ſhore of the Ganges, I have not the: leaſt apprehenſion ot 
ce their making another attempt to penetrate into the Vizier's dominions, as Sir John Cumming 


« (detached two regiments on the ſecond inſtant to Anoopſhire, and was to follow with his whole 


4. force on the 12th.” * 


Repeated and uniform accounts have been received through the public news- papers, and private 
intelligence. of encouragement given to this attack upon the Vizier's poſſeſſions by Mahayee 
Scindia, and of his having engaged to ſupport it by a Mahratta force. I did not give implicit 


e them 
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them; IL therefore recommended to the Vizier to require the actual march of the Futty Ghut de- 
tachment, and the preparation for it of the brigade at Cawnpote. Fbe latter is now ſuſpended 
as unneceflary, fince Sir John Cumming: is in the field, and Scindia has ſolemnly: diſavowed to 
Mr. Anderſon having excited the Seiks to ravage the Vizier's country. We 3, 


9. One of the laſt letters which your Governor General has received from Major Palmer is 
dated the 24th ulto, and contains the following paragraph: © The Seiks have entirely evacuated 
e the frontier of the Vizier's dominions, and r them is in a ſtate of tranquillity, 
* without-the leaſt appearance of further difturbance or obſtruction in the collections?“ 


18. We are adviſed that the miniſter and Almaſs Ally Cawn continue on terms of cordiality 
and confidence, and that there is not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion. that this good underſtanding will 
be interrupted, fince ſo much encouragement has been given to both to rely on our protection and 
ſupport, whiltt they diſcharge their reſpeQtive duties for the advantage of the two governments; 
and, as they know how eſſentially their own honour and intereſts depend upon their zcal and fide- 


1 


lity, there can be no doubt of their beſt exertions. | 

19. A letter was written Aer Governor General to Major Palmer on the 4th inſtant, and 
is recorded on our proceedings oi the 8th. This letter was in explanation of the ſentiments of the 
Board, conveyed by the Governor General to the Vizier, in his letter of the 4th of March. The 
Vizier's anſwer has been received to it, and his Excellency has expreſſed his ſatisfaction at the re- 
ſolutions of yout government, that all allowances, penſions, or gratuities, of whatever nature, 
paid out of hag treaſury to your civil or military ſervants, ſhould be recorded in his public ac- 
counts, and that our retrenchments ſhould be extended to every branch of his Excellency's ſer- 
vice that was conducted by them. The Visier has promiſed to furniſh a particular ſtatement of1he 
allowances paid out of his treaſury to thoſe gentlemen, and it will be foxwarded in courſs to your 
Honourable Court. We think it proper to tranſmit the Governor Genet al's letter on this in- 
tereſting ſubject, as well as the Vizier's anſwer, No, 1 in the packet. | 


20, It appears, by the laſt advices whieh we have received from your Accomptant at Luck- 
now, that the balance due on the 1ſt inſtant, from his Excellency the Vizier to the Honourable 
Company was Fy zd 16 S" Sa Rs 28,45,885. © 3. ; 5 


21, Your Governor General, on lay ing before us ſome letters that he had received from the 
Vizier's miniſters, and from Almaſs Ally Cawn, which encloſed nuzzers, or. uſual preſents of 
reſpect to the ſtation which he fills, took this occaſion of deſiring our ſentiments with rega d to 
the receipt of ſuch preſents; obſerving that the queſtion was only of importance to himſelf, 
and ſtood connected with the public credit and intereſts of government; and, that in every matter 
which related to that intereſt in any degree, he wiſhed to conſult the opinions of his colleagues. 
Our ideas upon this ſubje& are ſeparately recorded on our conſultations of the 11th and 22d 
inſtant, * | 


—_—___ 
EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 51h April, 1785. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, and Council, of Fort 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 


In obedience to your orders of yeſterday's date, I have now the honour to lay before you the 
account ſhewing the amount of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier's debt to the Honourable Com- 
pany at the end of February 1784, and how far it has been increaſed or diminiſhed, according to 
the lateſt information received from the Accomptantat Lucknow. | 


I muſt however obſerve to the Honourable Board, that vpon attempting to form the journal 
entries required upon the Honourable Company's general books of the year 1782-3, of the tranſ- 
actions which had in that year taken place in the military Paymaſter General's department, I per- 
ceived that the want of the accounts of the Paymaſter to the Bombay detachment, at the time 
when the laſt adjuſtment was made between the Nabob's account current, as ſtated by the Re- 
ſident and Accomptant at that ſtation, and the general books of the Preſidency, had led me into 
an error, the actual expence of the Candahar cavalry being conſiderably more than I had e/fimated 
it at, owing to my not being officially adviſed of the gratuity of CR- 1920, which had been paid 
to the Candahar chief by the Nabob's deſire, and the augmentation of CR“ 3,154. 7. 4, which, 
in conformity to the ſame cauſe, had been made to the ſum monthly to be received by them. 


vor. IV. "> 1 | | Perceiving 


1 258] 


perceiving this, I thought it incumbent upon me to addreſs the military Paymaſter General's 
public letter upon the ſubject, on the 17th December 1784, requeſting him to furniſh me with 


an accurate and complete account of the ſums which ſhould be charged to the Nabob's debit, on 
account of the expence of his corps. In compliance with this. requeit, he tranſmitted me, about 


the middle of laſt month, an account of the payments made by the Pay maſter of the Bombay de- 
tachment on this account; but as this did not accord with what I could not but officially know to 
be the caſe, I returned this to him, and pointed out the alterations which I cenceived ſhould be 
made in it: This, I underſtand, the fickneſs of one of his native aſſiſtants, who had charge of 
this alteration, has hitherto prevented him from doing: Whenever it ſhall have been completed, 
it will then become my duty to point out its effects upon the amount of the debt due from his Ex- 
.cellency the Vizier to the Honourable Company; this will however not occaſion any alteration 
in the accompanying, as it will equal what then was, and what now is, ſtated to be due from his 
Excellency on 29th February 1784, and 31ſt December 1784. It was however a matter on 


vhich I could not but remark to the Honourable Board, in an addreſs which y con- 
cerned the ſubject. to which it related. _. N BOLTED 728 
I have the honour to be, 
* e þ with the greateſt reſpect, 
ri L. Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient © — 
humble Servant, 
e W LARKINS, | | 
WP Accomptant General. 9 
R e G f 8 
Accomptant eral's N 1 03 DEI $0 910 | | | 
the 16th February 1788. | J. Cheap. — 
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An ACCOU NT | ſhewing the Amount of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier's Debt to th® 


Honourable Company, at the End of February 1784, and how fer it has been increaſed of 
diminiſhed, according to the lateſt information received from the Accountant at Lucknow; 


27 


8 ——_— 
- 


; 7 
: „ 


Amount due from his Excellency on the 29th Feb 1784, o 

9 Phaugun Sud. 1191, as ſtated by the Account at Luck- 
now in the Monthly Account Current for the month of 
Feby 17844. ; 


1 UI FRID 7 1. g enn 
Deduct, the amount brought to the Nabob's credit in th 
Acc: Currt for Auguſt 1784, for half of the original coſt}. | 24 u =: 
of 524 horſes (then) lately belonging to the 3 regimen Wm RES | 
of cavalry, detached on the ſervice to the Weſt o | 
India, at St Rs per horſe 250 


Corrected balancedue from the Nabob Vizier, as it would have 
ſtood on the 29th Feb 1784, if the number of the horſe]. - 
alluded to in the preceding deduction had been officiall 
aſcertained when the adjuſtment of thoſe acc was made 


72518,68) 8 


—— 


137,0 o ©, 


— _ 4 
* 


70767 


| 


the Vizier from the 29th Feb 1784, to iſt Jan'y 1785, | 4 
* March ak, . - - 4:56,270- 9 ** 
April RP — $451,718 14 100 1 4 
May He A L See 6 | 1 : 
Tir dub 211 7 1 / = 460,828 1 4 „ 
3 4,60,787 15 
Auguſt — - 14,460,787 15 ] 
September - — J,13,110 1 
October Ag Ka — 443,812 12 | | 
November . WELTOC. 1-32 _ 
December, 4,52, 068 6 8 
PIMA 15 . 49,62,346 10 i 
1,20,50,003 15 6] 
Deduct the monthly receipts from the Nabob, in 
6 7 
April — — iS? 28,7 2 2 
FFA tv oo itug? 1,31,370 1 
June ha oP - 1 | 302,057 3 | 
Aunguſrtt Pi 23,48, 308 2 7 
September 2 2 31% © ©. 
October - - - 5, Oo, ooo o 
November - — 5, O, 000 © | 4 
December wh 17 - 20, oo, ooo © ö | | 
| | | — | 94,5 7,977 3 9 T 
Remains the amount due from his Excellency the Nabob Vi- 
zier on the 31ſt December 1784, as ſtated by the Account-| #1 
ant at Lucknow = —1 25, 92,026 12. ©| 


— 

Which, deducted from the ſums due from the Nabob Vizier on 
the 29th Febry 1784, the remainder is thediminutionthat has 
taken place in his debt, of — Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 


95630 9 8 


a Errors 
Fort William, | | Wi. LARKINS, 
Account: General's Office, | | Acct General, 
16 Febry 1785. 4 8 
5 Cheap, 


To 


Head ANt, | 
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To the Honourable John Macgtierfon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Fort Witt jam, 


Honourable Sir, and Sire, IT | 
Ina letter, which I had the honour to addreſs to the Honourable Board on the 16th inſtant, 
I adverted to the occaſwn of my preſent addreſs, which 1 is meant Ay to lay before them the 
accompanying. | | 


No. 1. An 2 of the * which compoſed the amount that was, to the end of Feb- 
ruary 1784, carried to the Nabob Vizier's debit, as the actual and eftimated expence of 
the Candahar cavalry, while ferving in the Bombay detachment. 


No. 2. An account of the ſums which are ſtated to have been diſburſed by che Paywaſter to 
the Bombay detachment, on account of the Candahar 24a 00 


No. 3. A comparative ſtatement of what has and what would have . 8 to the Nabob 
Vizier's debit for the expence of the Candahar cavalry, had the account of the Paymaſter 
to the Bombay detachment been in the Military Paymaſter's poſſeſſion when the eſtimate of 
the Nabob's debit to the Honourable Cy on the 31 Jan anuary 1 784, para rr 


Should it be the Board's: determination, that the difference: exhibited | in the preceding account 
ſhould be carried to the Nabob Vizier's debit, it will be neceſſary for them to direct copies of the 
accounts which accompanies this addreſs, and of that part of my letter of the 16th inſtant, which 
is explanatory of this, to be tranſmitted to the Accountant at Lucknow, 1 che jd oy op: * ö 
made acquainted as well of the cauſe as of the effect of this overſight. H 


But as the Military Paymaſter General has deemed it neceffary to 3 the dependance that 
is to be placed upon the competency of No. 2, as will be ſeen by the accompanying copy of his 
addreſſed to me upon this ſ abject, it might be deemed prudent to ſuggeſt the poſſibility, if not 
the probability, of more being yet to be charged to the Nabob's account, for the n 


made to this corps. 
| 1 have the honour to be, 9 
Fort William, Wich the greateſt reſpect, 
Accountant Genb's Office, | 5 Honourable Sir; and Sirs, 
the 21ſt Feb'y 1785. | | Pour moſt obedient. 
: | . | Humble Servants 14135 
Comp?!, - | Wn, LARKINS, 
J. Cheap. Account: General, 


— _——— — 


Ordered, That the accounts, &c. ded with * Aces Gre hath of the arſt 
February, be entered after the conſultation. 


Reſolved, That the deficiency be carried to the debit of the Nabob Vizier, between the fum 
that was, and that which ſhould have been, ſo carried for the expence of the Candahar cavalry 
while ſerving with the Bombay detachment, had the account of the Paymaſter to that detach- 
ment been in the Paymaſter General's poſſeſſton when the — of the Nabob's debt to the 
Company, on the 3iſt of January 1784, was formed. 


rdered, That the Accountant General be informed, and the 8 at 3 
accordingly, and that copies of the accounts tranſmitted with the Accountant General's letter of 
the 21ſt of February, and an extract of his letter of the 16th of the ſame month, be ſent to 
Mr. Wombwell, that the Nabob may be made Tr as well with the cauſe as the effect of 
this overſight, 


— 


Ordered alſo, That Mr. Wombwell 3 3 to Mrr. bs Lai bes 
of the poſſibility, if net the probability, of more being yet to be OY to the Nabob's account 
for the diſburſements made to the © corps. 
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An 


An ACC ov NT of the ſums which compoſed the! amount that was, to the end of Fact 
17845 carried to the Nabob Viizier's debit, as the actual and eſtimated — of the ha ao 
Cavalry, while ſerving with the 8 detachment. 


| | 
2d, The expence of the Candahar cayal | 
from the goth April 1778 to the 1 | | 
Oc 1781, as per the following account | | by ns | 
thereof received from the Mily Paymr | | 
Gen. Amount balance of the monthly | * 
ſubſiſtence to the Candahar Cavalry, | | 
for April, May, June, and July, paid | 
to. Mr. Matthew Leſlie, by order of ISS © | 
Colonel Goddard — — CRs | 17,437 12 — | 
Amount paid ditto, on account for Auguſt 2 
Ds, by order of Coll Goddard, - | | 
now rupees 23,000 = 24,181 2 3 | 
Amount paid by Mr, Wm Cator to Col! 
Leſlie, for the pay to the Candahar 
Cavalry, as per his receipts. = 79,286 9 — 
Amount paid for do. Sept, by order of | | | 
Coli Goddard 24,181 2 3 
Ditto ditto for October = 8 24,181 2 
Ditto ditto for November» 24,181 2 | 
Ditto ditto for December 24,181 2 3 
Ditto ditto for 2 1779. Wo 24,181 2 3 1 
Ditto ditto for February * 24,181 2 
Ditto ditto for March 3 24,181 2 | 
Amount paid by Mr. Boyd, Surgeon, for | 
his allowance on the corps = = 4731 1 4 
Ditto ditto 1,577 9 5 
Amount paid by order of Coll Goddard, | 
for horſes killed belonging to the corps | 2,028 6 1 
Amount of ſundry charges on account of | | 
ditto = - - — | 44 6 5 
| - — 299,154 14 3 
| 
Amount of monthly ſubſiſtence to the _ | 
Candahar cavalry, from April' 1779, | | 
by order of Colonel Goddard = 286,283 13 7 
Do. — do. for May - - 1 26,289 13 7 
Do. — do. for June - | 26,283 13 7 
Do. — do. for July -  - 20,283 13 7 | 
Do, — do. for Auguſt - = 26,283 13 7 
Do. — do. fot September — 206, 283 13 7 
Do. — do. for October 26,283 13 7 | 
Carried forward - | 1,83,986 15 2,99,154 13 3 
| | 


we IV. | 3 U . m Bronghe 


1 
[i 
4 
(| 
{| 
'| 


Do. — for November 29 


Do. — for February — — 


Brought forward - = 


Amount of monthly ſubſiſtence to the Can- 
dahar cavalry, from April1779, _ 
lA Brought forward = = 


Do. — do. for November - 
Do. — do. for December — — 


Do. — do. for 2 — - - 
Do, — do, for February 
Do, — do. for March — 
Amount paid Mr. Boyd, for 

his allowance on the corps 

for April, May, and june 

1779 ; CR. 1,577 9 5 
Do. for July, Auguſt, and 

September - 1,665 © © 
Do. for October, November, 

and December - = 1,665 © © 
Do. for January and Febru- 

_— - 1,110 00 
Do. for Dooly bearers, for 

November and Decem 

— On 10 
Do. for January 1780 319 10 10 
Do. for February 319 10 10 
Do. for March 319 10 10 


* 


Amount paid by order of General God- 
dard, for horſes killed belonging to the 
corps, in 28 1780 


Amount paid to Captain John Cockerell, 
Quarter- Maſter General, for ereCting - 


ſheds, &c. for cantoning the corps 


Amount paid monthly ſubſiſtence to the 
Candahar cavalry, for April 1780 

Do. — for May = od” 
Jo. — for June 5 

Do. — for July - - - 
Do. — for Augut — — 
Do. — for September — 

Do. — for October - - 


Do. — for December 1 


Do. — for January - * 


Do. — for March mn 
| "Carried forward 


26,283 13 7 
26,283 13 7 
26,283 13 7 
26,283 13 7 
26,283 13 7 

g 

| 
6,017 9 5 
1,598 6 4 
1,839 13 10 


ö 


| 


| 


W 
2 
ww 
IO 
— 
O — 
222 Gee 


ah 


— — 


| 22999154 14 3 


{ 


# 
1 a. ot. A £.. 


3,357,962 O 7 


3,18,707 4 0 6,35,116 14 10] 


*. 
* 


Brought 
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Brought forward — | 


Amount paid monthly 
ſubſiſtence to the Can- 
dahar cavalry, brought _ 
forward — 


Amount paid Mr. Boyd, 
for Dooly bearers, for 
the corps, for April 

1780 — 

Do. do. for May, St R. 384 

Amount paid Mr. 
Boyd, Surgeon, 
for his allowance, | | 
for March, April, 


426 3 10 


St Rups 1,884, or 2,091 3 10 


Amount of horſes dead on ſervice 


318,6) 40% 


6,35, 116 14 


321,284 11 8 
8,073 10 11 


Cawn's Ruſſallah (between the 30 
April 1781 and 1ſt May 1782) appears, 
by the account thereof formed by the 
military Paymaſter General, to have 
amounted to — 
And the Nabob's proportion of the loſs, by 
exchange, on the whole expence of that 
corps, to iſt May 1782, is ſtated by the 
military Paymaſter General at 


The actual expence of Abdul © gow 


* 


The eſtimated expence of that corps, fro 
3oth April 1782 to iſt May 1783, — 


386,413 4 1 


1,30,146 9 B 


3,46, 108 13 2 


which time they were paid up, by Co- 
lone] Morgan, as follows : _ 
Pay, at CR+ 26, 283. 13. 7, | | 
for 12 months — $,15,406 3 © 
Eſtimated loſs by exchange | 
on do, — 30,702 10 2 
Current rupees— 
Fort William, 
Accomptt Gen!'s Office, 
the 23d Febry. 1785. 


9,605,075 5 5 


Errors excepted. 
(Signed) 


8, 32,668 10 11 


- 


17974744 '0:..4 
| 17,97,744 0 4 


WM LARKINS, 


. Acct Gen, 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT of Payments made to Abdull Rahman Cawn, for the uſe of the Candahar Cavalry, 
on Account of his Excellency the Nabob A ſoph ul Dowlah ;- viz. 


_ 


WA E 


— 


1778. | | 
Auguſt 31, By Mr, William Cator, 


— 


Lucknow — rupees. 


Caſh advanced on account of the monthly al- 
lowance, for April, May, June, and July 
1 778 — . — — 3 
Sept. 30. By Captain William Popham, 
Cafty paid in full of the monthly allowance, 
for April, May, June, and July 1778, at 
23,000 Lucknow, or 24, 181. 2. 3 current 
rupees per month = - - 
117% | 
March 31. By do. caſh paid monthly allowance, from Aug. 
1778 to March 1779 incluſive, is 8 months, 
at 23, 00 Lucknow, or 24, 181. 2. 3 CRs per 
| month - - - - 
1780. Ts 
May 31. Lieut. Daniel Watherſon, | | | 
Caſh paid the monthly allowance, from April 
1779 to May 1780 incluſive, is 14 months, 
at 26,000 Lucknow, or 26, 283. 13. 7 current 
rupees per month - - - * 
By do. caſh paid for horſes killed on ſervice, at 


250 Lucknow rupees per month - | 


1782, 


= 


92,000 © 


3,509,000 © 
10,000 Oo 


February 28. By Mr. Stephen Bayard, | 
Caſh paid the monthly allowance, from Jun 
1780 to February 1782 incluſive, is 21 month 
at 25,000 Lucknow, or 26, 283. 13. 7 current 
rupees per month - -, - 

By do. caſh paid for the difference ordered by the 
Board, from Aug. 1780 to Feb, 1782, is 19 
months, at 3,000 rupees per month 57 

By do. caſh paid a gratuity from the Na- 
bob Vizier to Abdul Rahman Cawn, 
ordered by the Boar - = = 15, 


* 


Paid St Rs 72, 000 76,16 


Dec. 31. Py do. caſh paid for horſes killed on ſervice, from 


July 1780 to December 1782 incluſive, at 


250 Lucknow rupees each - 11, 
1783. :. | Kongo | 
Aprit 30. By do. caſh paid for do. from January 


1783 to April 1783 incluſive - 2, 000 


—— | 


* 


By do. caſh paid the monthly allowance, from 
March 1782 to April 1783 incluſive, is 1 
months, at 28, oo Lucknow, or 29,437. 14. 7 
current rupees per month — — — 


5525,00 © 


1,84, 00 © 


| 


1 


Total rupees 


— _— — 


17,437 12 0 


ol 193,449 2 © 


3-07,973 14 2 


10,513 98 


9 5,571,960 10 3 


19,920 0 0 


13,667 99 


412,130 12 2 


— 


Surat, 5th May, 1783. 
This is to certify, that Abdul Rahman Cawn has received, 


from myſelf and predeceffors, the above ſums, on account of 


the Candahar cavalry under his command, 


(Signed) STEPHEN BAYARD, 


Paymaſter Bombay Detachment, 
N. B. The gratuity and additional allowance, ordered by 
the Board to Abdul Rahman Cawn and his corps, from 


Aug. 1780 to Feb. 1782, amounting to 27,000 Lucknow| 


rupees, was paid by miſtake in 92,000 Sonaut rupees. 


Caſh over-paid the Candahars, and to be refunded, 
Lucknow rupees| 


4,016 4 


CY 


"w'q 


17,20, 349" aa 


or 4,222 0 


APPEN- 


17 


178} 
1782 


5th 


(265 ) 


APPENDIX to the Conſultation the 5th April 1785. 


— 


Brought forward =< 


Caſh adyanced Mr, Geo. Boyd, Surgeon, for his : 
attendance on the Candahar corps, viz. 


1779. By Captain Popham, Acts Paymaſter, 
Caſh paid monthly allowance for January, Febru- 
ary, and March, at 500 | 
M., is CR. — 4 
By Lieut D. Wetherſton, Acting Paymaſter, 


Caſh paid monthly allowance for April, May, and 
June, at 500 Sa Rs per Me - is CRs 


Lucknow rupees per 


12 


o. do. monthly allowance from July 1779 
to May 1780 incluſive, as 11 months, at 500 
Sa R, per month = = $5,500 © of 
Do. for doolies for Dec: | 
1779 - - 288 0 o 
1780. Do. do. for Janry 1780 - 288 0 © 
Do. do. for Feb7 288 o o 
Do. do. for March 288 © o 
Do. do. for April 384 © © 
Do. do. for May - 384 © © 
1,920 © 
| 7,420 © 
Batta 11 per Ct - 816 3 


By Mr. Stephen Bayard, Paymaſter, 


Caſh paid monthly allowance from June to April 
1783, is 35 mtb, at 500 S* Re per 17,5600 © 
Do. for doolies for June, Octr, Novr, 
and Decemr 1980 = - 1,104 © 
1781, Do for do. from Jan'y to May incluſive 1,440 
Do. do. for Novi and Decemr 1780 576 © 
1782, Do. do. from Jan to May incluſive 1,440 0 
O 


Do. do. for Feb'y and March - 576 


2 
© 
— 
Ur 
+ 0 


Batta 11 per CW 


1,577 9 


25,185 18 4 | 


——— 


2 * i Mott. * _ 


17,260,349 3 0 


— 


ö 


Current rupees 


| E ; 
(Signed) per STEPHEN 
{ 


36,57 $ 4 


17,26,857 8 4 


| 


BAY ARD, 


Surat, Paymaſter Bombay 
5th May 1783. Detachmt. 
| True Copies, 1 
1 0 eap, 
Acting Sub- Accomptt 
3 X 


LU 


APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX to Conſultation the 5th April 1785. 


Brought over, amount of Mr. Bayard's account + 


Add, 


Sundry ſums omitted by Mr. Bayard 6n the above account; | 


8 


Amount paid to Captain Cockerell for erecting the — &. | 


for the Candahars in September 1779 "Wi. 


Do. paid in January 1779 to Mr. Boyd, ſurgeon, for his allow-| 
ance on the corps from 1ſt 0 Me 31ſt Deceinder 1779, 


9 months, at 500 St Rs — 4,500 0 of 


killed on ſervice from 1ſt April 1778 to iſt April 79 


Do. ſundry charges on Do. - - 1 „ "BRL 


Do. Mr. Boyd, ſurgeon's allowance for doolies for Nov. 1779 


Do. paid by order of General Goddard on April 1779 for horſes 


4 


| 


11,100 0 0 


44731 I, 4 


2,628 6 1 


44 6 5 


319 10 10 


Add, BOY 
Loſs by exchange on CRs 17,16,681, 1, at go Surat Rupees 
per 8 Siccas | 
Current Rups ny | 
X 
Errors excepted. 


Military Paymr Gens Office, 
14th Jan? 1785. 


A true Copy. 


(Signed) J. Cheap, 


7 7 
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17,62,857 8 4 


18,823 8 8 


. 
* r alla. „* a 


| 


17,81,68 50 


1,85,147 9 1 


2 [19,66,828 10. I 


(Signed) CLAUD ALEXANDER, 


NRA Paymr Gen. 


Acts Sub-Accompt!, 
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APPENDIX to Conſultation the 5th April 1785. 


9 * 
—_ 3 — 
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A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of what has and what would have been carried to the 

Nabob Vizier's Debit for the Expence of the Candahar Cavalry, had the Accounts of the Pay- 

- maſter to the Bombay Detachment been in the Military Paymaſter General's Poſſeſſion when 

the Eſtimate of the Nabob's Debt to the Honourable Company, on the 31ſt January 1784, was 
formed. 


1 


Amount of the diſburkments made by the Paymaſter of the! 
Bombay detachment on account of the Candahar cavalry ,- 17,8 1,681 1 © 


Loſs by exchange, at 96 Surat R per 2 ſiccas ns | 1,8 551 43 9 1 


—— A . 19,0, 828 10 1 


Deduct. | E 
The Nabob has been debited on this account by the Reſident 1 
in 1187, in Auguſt 1780 — 3, 12,564 12 © 

: | 79 
in 1188, in Sep* 1781 — — 3530, 0 © © 

in 1189 and 1190, in Sep" 1782 and Ap! | 

| e en en * $40,599 4 ©] 
; in 1190, Septem: 1783 - 3,25, 425 2 5 Bi: 

Deduct, | [ 

Which was on another acct 1,095,000 © © 2908 1 
Fa 16 ſun ficcas — 16,19, 589 3 5 | 
Batta 11 per 8 _ 1, 78,154 13 © 


1797.4 0 5 3 
569,084 9 A. 
RR AM, 


Short debited on this account. — Current rupees W 


i 


Fort William, 13 Errors excepted. 
AcctGen"s Office, | (Signed) Wm LARKINS, 
the 23d Fehm 1785. Acct Gent. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 25th March, 1785. 


Read the following extract of a letter from Major Palmer to the Governor General, dated the 
15th inſtant, and recorded on the proceedings of this day, in the Secret Department of Inſpec- 


tion. 


EXTRACT from a Letter from Major William Palmer to the Governor General, dated Luck- 
now, 15th March, 1785, SOOT | 


The great acquiſition of power and authority which Sindia has obtained, both for himſelf and 


the Mahratta State, is certainly, in a general view, alarming to the Vizier; but what may be. 


hoped or feared from the particular ſtrength and views of Mahajee Sindia, ſo Jong as he may re- 
tain his preſent influence, Mr. Anderſon has, no doubt, informed you. He is very particular 
in his communications to me, and they have had the beſt effects in quieting the apprehenſions of 
the Vizier and his minifters. I own that his arguments appear to me concluſive of the intereſt 


and diſpoſition of Sindia for obſerving his engagements with us inviolably. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultation, the 29th March, 1785. 


Tn E Governor General lays before the Board the following letter, which he has received 


from Major Palmer. . 


Dear Sir, | Lucknow, 18th March 178 5. 
The intelligence which I have the honour to encloſe to you of the Shah's great diſcontent at 


the proceedings of Mahajee Sindia, come to me through private communication upon which I 


can rely, and 1 think it too material to be kept an inſtant from your r that yu may be 
prepared to anſwer any applications which his Majeſty may make to you, which he certainly 
will make, if an open breach with Scindia ſhould enſue. 


The news-papers of this day mention, that the Shah is conſiderably indiſpoſed with a flux and 


fever, which at his time of life cannot be unattended with danger. If the event ſhould prove 
unfortunate, it is to he apprehended that Sindia would promote the ſucceſſion of one of the Shah's 
8 ſons, in prejudice to the eldect, now under the protection of your Government and the 

izier, a circumſtance that would probably involve you in difficulties, which cannot be too early 
guarded againſt and obviated. | ap | 


_ Although I make no doubt of your receiving earlier and more authentic information upon theſe 


ſubjects from Mr. Anderſon, yet I cannot diſpenſe with the mention of them, left any accident 


{ſhould delay or prevent intelligence of ſo much importance. 


I have the honour to he, 
VuUith the greateſt reſpect, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your very obedient, and 
faithful humble ſervant, 


(Signed) WM. PALMER. 


EXTRACT V Bengal Secret Conſultations, the gth April, 1785. 


A GREED, That the Governor General be requeſted to write to the Vizier to obtain his per- 
miſſion, in the preſent ſityation of affairs, that a battalion of the Company's ſepoys detached from 
Cawopore be ſtationed at Allahabad, | | a 


_ The 
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The Governor General is requeſted to lay ſome propoſitions before the Board for regulating 
the Vizier's native troops, and putting the on, a anote Jeryigeable, topting. 


"as 


The GowernovGenerol lays before-the-Board the following letters from Major Palmer, and 
tran{latipus- of thoſe from the Prince, and Akber Ally Cawn, encloſed in it. 1 N 


Dear. Sir, Lucknow, 29th March 1785. 
A ws wet ur 0 rv 
J have the honour to tranſmit to you a letter from the Shah Zada, and one from his uncle, 
Ally Akber Cawn, Iam not acquainted with the contents of theſe letters, having been ſimply 
defiied to forward them to you. I believe that they do, not contain any ſuhject of buſineſs. 


The Prince is in good health and ſpirits, aud, appears to be happy; the Vizier treats him 
with the greateſt reſpect, and moſt unremitting attention. I underſtand that the agents of 
Scindia are: tampering av ith, him to throw: himſelf u hon the.generofity.and good faith. of their 
princ. pal; but as his Highngſs.hag not: himſelf communicated to. me the offers made to him, 1 
apprehend chat ha. does not think them de ſervingiof any ſerious conſuleration. ö 


You will have been informed by Mr. Anderſon of the ſurrender of Agra to Scindia ; the fort of 
Ally Ghur, on the confines of the V izier's dominions, and in the poſſeſſion of the family of the 
late Amer ul Amrab1Atnaſfigh Camp, is now-the only place of ſtrength which is not blovght 
under therpowerandaythority.ofogindia, anl. t his place he will immediately proceed to attack. 
The widow and other relations of Afraſiab Cawn, reſiding in the place, have ſolicited, through 
Sir John Cumming, an aſy lum in the dominions of. the. Vizier, which his Excellency has con- 


ſented to grant to them; Scindia can have no pretext for being diſpleaſed with the Vizier upon 
this occaſion. The family of Afraſiab Cawn are neit ex. the ſuhjects or ſervants. of.Sgindia, and 
if they were, he could not complain of a proceeding of which he has ſet the, example, in 1 p* 
tection of Cheit Sing againſt our Government, under the aggravated circumſtances of rebellion 
and maſſacre. Neither has Scindia been in the, leaſt, ſcrupulous in. meaſures which affected the 
intereſt or dignity of the. Vizier, when they tended to promote his own views. Beſides he con- 
ſideration, I am perſuaded that the Vizier is more likely to obtain from Scindia that reſpect and 
juſtice to which ire is entitled: by the exerciſe of Be ehe on all occaſtons, than by. the forbear- 
- © ance; oft. Theſe are-alſo the ſentiments of Mt. Anderſon upon this ſubject, oO 
Mr. Wombwell has communicated to me your defire, that I ſhould apply tothe Vizier in your 
name for payment in money to: Gopaul Doſs of the Company's bond, at the period which the 
Yoard.have directed Mr. Wombwell to pay it. It will be very inconvenient, if not impracticable, 
for the Ver to- comply with your wiſh in this point, becauſe he has made a proviſion for pay- 
ment of his kift to the Ce of the ſame period, in bills of exchange, and if an alteration in 
that arrangement» could be effected, it would be attended with confiderable loſs to him, whilſt 
Gopaul Doſs can ſuffer more by taking bills from Mr. Wombwell inſtead of caſh, The houſe 
of Gopaul Doſs has indeed frequently. advanced- money upon the exigencies of Government, but 
in no inſtance; that I am acquainted with without taking unuſual advantages for themſelves. I 
have not yet mentioned the ſubject to the izier, as there is yet time for your further confidera - 
tion of it, after Which, if you ſhould til wiſh that Gopaul Poſs ſhould be indulged; I am per- 
ſuaded that on your account the V izier will endeavour to effect it, nd 


When I receive your particular opinion refpe&ing- the Mootyana troops, I will giye you the 
beſt information which ſhalt be in my power of the practicability of ſuch an eltabliſhment'as may 
afford ſubſtantial aid in a foreign war. The troops under this denomination confiſt of borſe and 
foot; they are not actually raid: by or paid by Government, but a ſpecific number of each de- 
ſcription. is aHowed to the reſpective aumils for the ſervice of their collections, and the expence 
deducted from their rents. Þ do not know of any regulations to enforce the obligation. of the 

Aumils to keep up the ſtipulated numbers, and it may be ſuppoſed that they make great advan- 
tages of this omiſſion. I am afraid that this abuſe has ſubſiſted ſo long, that it wou d be difficult 
to find renters, it it ſhould be corrected, and no equivalent be made for it. Ade 


I have the honour to be, | 
with tlie greateſt reſpect; 
ear Sir, | 
your moſt obedient, and 
faithful humble ſervant, | 
(Signed) WM. PALMER. 


From 
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From the Prince: Received 9th April, 178 5. ; 
From the repreſentations of many perfons I have learnt the particulars of | your wiſdom and 


courage, and of your allegiance and attachment to the preſence, and I have received the higheſt ' 


pleaſure; ard I am convinced that the concerns of the Throne, and the affairs of the Sircar. 


will be very ſoon ſettled in a proper manner by your labours. My mind is become very deſirous 


of an interview with you, and you muſt therefore repreſent how the curtain of ſeparation may be 
removed from between us, and union may take place, that conformably thereto I may ſhew fa- 
vour towards you, AY SO | | | 


hd ” la. > vt 


1 
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From Akber Ally Khan. 


Before this, I addreſſed repeated and long letters to your preſence, which you will have te- 


ceived, and to this time I have not been made happy by an anſwer to them. I am day and night 
praying for the attainment and increaſe of union with you. May the Almighty, by preſerving 
you on the cuſhion of honour; and dignity, and power, according to the wrſhes of your well- 
wiſhers, give happineſs to your ſervants. * ; "FARE TO 


A letter, full of the greateſt favour, is addreſſed to you from the preſence of his Royal High- 


meſs, I hope from your goodneſs that I may ſometimes be made happy by anſwers to my letters, 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, and its encloſures, from the Ac- 


countant at Lucknow. 


8 To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
| ir. 1 | | 2 . 
J requeſt you will do me the favour of laying before the Honourable the Governor General and 


Council the encloſed copy of his Excellency the V izier's anſwer to my letter, acquainting him 
with the Honourable Board's orders, reſpecting the payment of the balance due to the houſe of 


Gopaul Dofs San. | 
I have the honour to be, 
Lucknow, | Sir, | by 
20th March 85. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant 
apathy J. WOMBWELL, 


Accountant, 


COPY of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. Wombwell, received tor Tranſlation 31ſt March. 


You have informed me that, with reſpe& to the agreement which I had made to give bills upon 


Calcutta and Surat, in payment of the Company's maney—10 lacks to the end of Cheyte, and 15 

Jacks at the end of Bhaudun 1192 Fuſſullee—the Council had directed you to receive this money 
in ſpecie from me, and pay it to Gopaul Doſs Shaw, in diſcharge of the Company's debt to him. 1 
will, in conformity to my agreement of giving bills upon Calcutta at 91 days, receive bills at 
that date from the bankers, with whom 1 have made an agreement, and deliver them to you; and 
you may either ſend them to Calcutta, or give them to Gopaul Doſs—it is entirely at your op- 


tion-; but I muſt receive the bills from my own bankers, and deliver them to you conformably to 
my agreement. | | | | 


Ordered, That the Secretary'do acquaint the Gomaſtah of Gopaul Doſs with the ſubſtance of . 


the Vizier's letter to Mr. Wombwell, for the purpoſe of obtaining from him an intimation of his 


maſter's wiſhes, with reſpect to the further ſteps that ſhould be taken for the liquidation of the 


debt owing to him from the Company. He has been already informed of the orders ſent to Mr. 
Wembwell on the ſubject on which the Vizier's letter has been written. | 


EXTRAGT 
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Extra? of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 12th April 1785. | | 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Major Palmer. 
Dear Sie | ; 4.1 i | Res, Lucknow, the 1ſt April, 1785. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 20th paſt. 


The Prince and Vizier have been ſome days hunting at ſeyeral coſs diſtance from hence, which: 
has prevented my communicating to the former your commands, in anſwer to his application for 
the continuance of the body guard. The corps ſtill attend him from the Vizier, and I am certain 
that he will acquieſce in your reaſons for transferring it from the Company's to the Vizier's ſer- 
vice, and be much pleaſed with your kindneſs and attention in the offer of a guard from the re-' 
giment ſtationed here. | 12707 | | R 


Since my laſt, the Prince has ſent his uncle Ally Akbar Cawn to communicate to me the pro- 
poſals made to him by Bow Buxey, in the name of Mahajee Scindia, for his Royal Highneſs's 
return to court, Theſe were ſo advantageous to the Prince, that, if faithfully complied with, 
they would have rendered him independent of Scindia. This convinced me they were inſidious, 
and I earneſtly recommended that the Prince ſhould not truſt to promiſes, however flattering: 
they might appear, but inſiſt upon ſecurity for the due performance of them; as without it he 
would expoſe his dignity, his ſucceſſion, and even his life, to the greateſt hazard. I have ſome 
grounds for believing that Bow Buxey had made conſiderable progreſs in this negociation, and en- 
tertained ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs. It was conducted with great ſecreſy; and I believe that 
ſome perſons in the confidence of the Prince had been gained to prevail upon him, and upon the 
Vizier, to accept the offers propoſed. Ally Akbar Cawn was one of the laſt perſons to whom the 
Prince diſcloſed the real ſtate of the tranſaction, and he urged the Prince to inform me of it, and 
to aſk. my advice, I did not heſitate to declare my ſentiments, although a perſon in the intereſt 
of Scindia (as | am told) was ſent by the Prince with his uncle, I conſider the intereſts 
of the Company and the Vizier, in the preſent ſtate of the Mahratta power, and the 
ſanction which the Shah's authority will give to the exerciſe of it, as deeply involved 
in the fate of the Prince. He is the only perſon of the reigning family not under the 
abſolute controul of the Mahrattas, and whilſt he continues under the protection of the Vizier 
and the Company, their uſurpation muſt be incomplete; but, if he ſhould fall under their power, 
it will be perpetuated, and the conſequences of their being permanently eſtabliſhed in the autho- 
rity of the empire would be truly alarming to the peace of the Vizier's and-the Company's do- 
minions. I learn from Major Browne, and with aſtoniſhment, that Scindia, in the preſent im- 
perfect ſtate of his authority and power, has given you a ſample of the conduct which may be 
expected from him whenever theſe may be firmly eſtabliſhed, by having actually prevailed upon 
the Shah to make a demand upon your Government for his tribute. Such a requiſition, in the 
unqualified manner in which Major Browne has ſtated it, to me appears little ſhort of open de- 
fiance, But from the true aſpect of Scindia's affairs, and from the total ſilence of Mr. Ander- 
ſon, I am inclined to think that Major Browne has been miſinformed, either as to the fact, or to 
the circumſtances which may attend it. Be this as it will, I have privately adviſed Colonel Iron- 
fide and Col, Cumming of it, that they may make early preparation for any event. I obſerve 
alſo, by the news- papers, that Scindia is in treaty for the aid of a body of Seiks. Theſe circum- 
ſtances, however they may be miſrepreſented of "miſunderſtood, make it incumbent to be upon 
our guard in this quarter, 25 0 


You may rely upon a proviſion for the ſubſiſtence of the Futty Ghur detachment, ſo long as 
it may be nece toemploy it for the defence of the Vizier's dominions; all that is required is 
what you have already notified your approbation of, viz. the ſum to be paid to the Company in 
the courſe of the year, ſhall not exceed the engagement made with the late Governor General. 
E the next year other reſources muſt be found, if it ſhall be judged expedient to continue the 

etachment. „ | 1 e ee 


Sir John Cumming is ſtill with his whole detachment at Anoopſhire, but his remaining there 
would be entirely unneceſſary, if the incurſions of the Seiks alone was to be apprehended, The 
ſuſpicious appearances in the conduct of Scindia, and the vicinity of the Nabob's frontier to the 
ſcene of his operations, give great uneaſineſs to the Vizier and his acting miniſter, and make 
them deſirous of obviating any bad deſigns which Scindia may entertain, by preparing to refift 
them; and if theſe appearances ſhould be kept up, it may be expedient to ſhew a more determined 
W to repel any injury or inſult, by marching the Cawnpore troops to the banks of the 
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It will not only be impraCticable to withdraw the Futty Ghurr detachment, in the event of 
Scindia's obtaining a firm footing in the Dooab, which is his, aim, and which he has nearly ac- 


compliſhed ; but it will he alſo ,a for tie Ver to maintain a reſpectahle body of cavalry 
to act with the Company's infantry for the protection of his dominions; and his Excellency is pl 
ſoriouſly alarmed at the growing power of the Mrattas im lis neighbourb oodyithard am convinced 
He will readily adopt any practicable plan for ſecuring himſelf againſt the conſequences of it. The 
Mooteyang cavalry may amoutu to 5 or 6,000, and could be drawn from the collections into the 
field upon emergency ; but [am afraid would he but of little ſervice there, TI will take the opinion 
of Hyder Peg Khan upon the means of ſupply ing ſuch a corps of cavalry ag-will/be+requireds. with 
the leaſt poſſible expence to the Vizier. He has been for ſome days paſt much indiſpoſed, and 
<onfined to his houſe, but is now recovering, and I hope to {ee him. in two or three days. 


The corps under command of Captain Frith: is:detached upon ſervice, and diſpor ſod. The Vis 
zier has judged it imprudent to reduce them in the preſent ſituatiom of affaſrs, and in fact he has 


not been able hitherto to relieye the ſtations which they occupy g but, as I had the honour to in- 


form you before. this will be done as ſoon as poſſible. Captain Frith has great merit, both ãnchis 
diſcipline and œconomy of theſe corps; but he does not wiſh that any conſideration for him 
ſhould for a moment impede any arrangement which you may judge for the ſervice of either go 
vernment. You will certainly ſubject yourſelf to innumerable ſolicitations by conſenting tothe 
appointment of a ſingle officer to the Vizier's troops: I will by no means aſſiſt in expoſing you to 
fe embarraſſments. . Whenever the Vizier may chuſe to make applications of this nature, I 
Mall ſimply, forward them to you, without encouraging the expectation of-a-compliance;;. or ra- 


+4 > -S . 


venience rather than utility to both ſervices. 


ther, IL ſhall diſcourage ſuch applications, ſo long as I know you think them productive of inoon⸗ 


I. will affor gieat ſatisfaction and confidence to the miniſters, and Ul mati Ally Cawn,, to re- 
ceive killaats from you, and it will give them additional weight and oredit in their ſtation. 


f Tſhatl be very. glad to receive the abſtracts which you-propoſe'ts ſend me of the proceedings res 


J* 


e Bop 5s (Signedy © WM PALMER. 


propoſitions before them, upon the ſubject of this letter, at a future period, 


The Governor General acquaints the Board, that he int ends to have the konour of laying forme 


-+ The Board ipprove of Major Palmer's conduẽt in having ſctit the advices which lis mentions-to 
Colonel Ironfide and Colonel Sir John Oumming. | | | e e ag [dd 


EXT R ACT of Bengal Secret Couſultations, the 19th April 17883. IP 
The Governor General lays before the Board the following letter from Major Palmer. TE 8 
. ear voir, i Sur bn | FA cal — 
I have the honour to tranſmit to yu two letters from Ulmaſs Ally Can, in anſwer te yours. 
J hope that his aſſurances of fidelity and attachment to the Company's and Vizier's goverfiments 
are ſincere, and | do not at this time know of any cauſe to doubt them. The report which was 
made to ine of his family having withdrawn from Lucknow, at the time to Which he alludes, 
was, I believe, groundleſss. ES e | Ee 2 


Fou ire Joubtlels better able to form a judgment of the real views of Mahajee Seindia, From 
22 * „ 44 244% . 1 E* 1 — i 22 + + > — 2 * N . 18 
the various accurate. reports which fte made to you, Ram T am; but as 1 cannot diſcover, from 


any lights of which 1 am in poſleſh6h, how his THrerelt can be promoted by a ruprure with the 
Company and the Vizier, 1 ue Hot Tective ny deep Impreſſton from unfabourable e 
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It is however prudent to be prepared for any -event ; and, on this vonſiſleration, I think it in- 
diſpenſable that you ſhould e ws preg = of the overtures made in all quarters, 'from 
ſeveral of the leading chiefs of the Seiks, for an alliance with your government and that of the Vi- 
zier againſt the Marattas. There can be litele reaſon to doubt of the ſincerity of theſe advances, 
as that people are much more expoſed to the encroachments of the Marattas than we are, and 
have formerly experienced them in a very ſevere degree: Y ow may therefore, I think, rely upon 
their aſſiſtance in any extremity, and obtain it upon eaſy terms. For the preſent, it is-ſufficient 
to encourage their expectations by general aſſurances; and a delay, ſufficient for aſcertaining the 
real deſigus of Scindia, will he obtained by demanding formal and fperific propoſals. In'the mean 


time, I am of opinion that the Seiks will occupy a: great portion of Scindia's time and attention, 


if they are perſuaded the Engliſſi troops will not be brought to fupport chim againſt their attacks; 
and it is not improbable, that by this means the neceſſity of a connection with them may be ob- 
viated. | | | Ret ty 
I have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
r 
(Signed) WU PALMER, 
The letters tom Almaſs Ally Cawn, meritionell in the firſt part of the Toregding From” Major 
Palmer, are ſent to the Perſian tranflator's office, atid will be recordell on the proceetilings vf 
next meeting. 0 N , . $i * # . ＋ ' (1s +8 
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3 To Major William Palmer, at Lucknow. 
I am directed to acquaint you that the Governor General has received your letters, beating date 
the 29th ultimo, and Iſt and 7th inſtant, and that he has laid the ſame before the Honourable 
a * " | * , y | , 520 > * 5. | v7 | y | f 


The Governor General coincides with you in the opinion which you have exprefſed, that th 
intereſts of the Company and the Vizier, in the preſent ftate of the Maratta power, and the ſanc- 
tion which the Shaw's authority will give to the exerciſe of it, ure deeply invotyel in the fate of 
the Shaw Jada; and they truſt that his Royal Highneſs will not allow himſelf to attend to any 
overtures that may be made to him on the part of the Marattas, however ſpecious and plauſible, 
that may not be conſidered by this government, and his Excellency the Vizier, as likely to pro- 
mote his Royal Highneſs's welfare, 3230 a Sheng iy 

The Governor General aſſures himſe!f that the Prince is well inclined to act in conformity to the 
wiſhes of the Board; and truſts that no arguments will be untried by you, norany attention to his 


Royal Highneſs left unſhewn, which can confirm him in ſuch a diſpoſition, 


Scindia's ſupport of the Shaw's claim to payment of. tribute, conveys ſome ſerious doubts of 
his real intentions towards the Company and the Vizier ; and particular inſtructions have there- 
fore been ſent to Mr. Anderſon, which he willuſe as occaſion may require. Mr. Anderſon has 
been directed to be early in his communications to you upon all matters that relate to the ſecurity 
of the Vizier's country, that you may inform his eee thereof; and the Governor Genral 
hopes that the Vizier will conform to any arrangements that Mr, Anderſon may ſuggeſt, and 
admit the operation of any orders that he may iſſue, while he remains in Scindia's camp, to Colonel 
Ironſide and Colonel Sir John Cumming, for the ſafety of the Nabob's dominions, in any extre- 
mity that may require ſuch orders. I havethepleafure to acquaint you, that the Board approve 
Jour caution, in adviſing Colonel Ironſide and Colonel Sir John Cumming of Seindia's conduct in 
reſpect to the tribute, that they might make early preparation for any eee ee ee 

The Governor General inſtructs me to inform yon of his deſire, that you'affure'the Nabob - | 
aer, in the ſtrongeſt terms, of the determination of this government to fupport his Excellency's 
authority and rights againſt the eneroachments of any power wrhatſoever; and acquaint him, at the _ 
ſame time, that, as every meaſure fhould be taken to render aBBrtive the views of Matiajee Scindia | 
Vor. IV, | 32 | | and 
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 andtomett the poſſibility of their bearing an hoſtile tendency to the Vizier's government, the Go- 
vernor General ſubmits to him the expediency of placing a garriſon of the Company's troops, de- 
tached from Cawnpore, inthe fort of Allahabad, and repairing the place ſo as to put it into a ſtate 
of immediate defence; that means ſhould be alſo taken for drawing together, and preparing for 
actual ſervice, ſuch native cavalry as are in the pay or dominions of his Excellency, and are not 
abſolutely required for the collection of his Excellency's revenues; and that directions ſhould be 
immediately given for repairing, and putting into a proper ſtate of defence, all the places he poſ- 
ſeſſes along the weſtern frontier. The Governor General conſiders it as unfortunate, that a large 
body of the regular Mogul cavalry, lately diſcharged by the Vizier, have arrived with their com- 
mander in Scindia's camp, and were to be enliſted in his ſervice; and he obſerves, that if their en- 
gagements with Scindia have not actually been concluded, it would be an uſeful and meritorious 
fervice to both governments, to perſuade them to return. and, on their doing ſo, to liquidate a 


claims that they may have to arrears of pay ; and he is pleaſed to recommend the ſame hon 
you to the Vizier's particular conſideration, | | STS IEA 
The Governor General approves of the opinion which you have expreſſed on the overtures ſail 
to have been made by the leading chiets of the Seiks for an alliance with the Company and the Vi- 
zier againſt the Marattas; and would be pleaſed if the Vizier ſhould encourage their advances, 


but not meet them, excepting by genetal aſſurances, until the real deſigns of Mahajee Scindia 
{hall have been aſcertained to be of an inimical nature. OY | | 


The Governor General wiſhes that you would be very watchful of the conduct and negociations 
that may be carrying on through any channel between Scindia and the principal chiefs in the Vi- 
Zier's country, and that your communications to him be frequent and minute upon every ſubject 
uſeful to the information of government at this crifis, | POE 


I am further directed to inform you, that various reports exiſt, of extraordinary demands made 
by Bow Buckſey upon his Excellency the Vizier, but that no attention is paid to ſuch reports, as 
you have not taken any notice of the ſuppoſed matter of them in your correſpondence with the 
band General. : | 


The 35th regiment of ſepoys, which was to have been diſbanded, is not to be reformed until 
further orders: and the company of Chaſſeurs is ordered to move from Chunargur to Cawnpore. 


In caſe of public commotion, and in the event of the 3d brigade and Sir John Cumming's de- 
tachment being called into ſervice againſt the Marattas, the Governor General deems it neceſſary 
that the Bazars of the camp ſhould be well ſupplied under the reſponſibility of the command 
officer ; and wiſhes, {18 2 that the Vizier's cutwals ſhould be withdrawn: Y ou are deſired to 
inform his Excellency accordingly, | e ng 


T1 have the honour to be, 
| , GOT by 
EO ere 1 (Signed) E. HAY, Secrr. 
Council Chamber, St Dept, . | 
: „Rh Aer N l IE J 1 
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E Xx TR AC T of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 26th April, L386... 
The Governor General lays before the Board the following letter from Major Palmer. 


| Lucknow, the 11th April 1785. 
Dear Sir, GY %%% o 
I have the honour to tranſmit to you letters from the Vizier and his acting miniſter, in expla- 
nation of ſeyeral points upon which Raja Gobind Ram acquaints them you have deſired him to 
communicate your ſentiments. 1 15 1 


= 
9 
. * 


His Excellency and his miniſter ſeel very great concern that their conduct, in any inſtance, 
ſhould have appeared contrary to your wiſhes or expectations, with which they are ſincerely de- 
firous to comply, on every occaſion, to the extent of their abilities. They are perſuaded that you 
will neyer require from either any meaſures which you do not conceive to be for the honour 
2 of the Vizier and his government, and they truſt that you will give them credit for the 


Same diſpoſition towards you. | 
* FR The 
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The explanations contained in their letters will, I hope, prove ſatisfaftory to you, and ſhew . 
that ſome points have been miſunderſtood, and others attended with circumſtances which rendered 


- 


it impraCticable for the Vizier to act in them as you might wiſh, | 


Jam convinced that you are too juſt to give implicit belief to any repreſentations made to you, 
until informed by enquiry from hence; and you may rely upon it that no information, of which 
I may be the channel of conveyance, ſhall intentionally deceive you. 


The Vizier and his miniſter earneſtly hope that you will not find it inconvenient to communi- 
cate-your ſentiments directly to themſelves upon any tranſaction which you may think requires 
explanation, as they are expoſed to additional AS 
apgerated repreſentations of your diſapprobation by others. | 

The Futty Ghurr detachment has been unqueſtionably a heavy and unneceſſary burthen upon 
the Vizier, without any proſpect of ſervice from it, proportioned to the expence of maintaining 
it; until this year, that the unexpected progreſs of the 1 in the ſubverſion of the Mogul 
power, has given ſerious cauſe of alarm for the ſafety of the Vizier's dominions; and unfortu- 
nately it 15 at this precile time that the Vizier is leaſt able to ſupport the charge. He ſtands en- 
gaged to the Company for three-fifths of his complete. revenue within the year; and, to fulfil his 
engagement, has ſubmitted to many retrenchments in his public and domeſtic expences ; the te- 
mainder of his income will barely ſuffice for unavoidable diſburſements, He is willing to defray 
the charge of the detachment during the appearances of a neceſſity for its ſervices, without availing 
himſelf of the reference made upon it to the Company: He only requires that its ſubſiſtence ſhall 
be furniſhed from the ſum for which he is engaged to 85 Company this year, and ſtand as a charge 
againſt him to be liquidated in the next; and that he ſhall be totally relieved from the burthen of 


it as ſoon as the ſituation of affairs will fafely admit of tlie protection of his territories being aſſigned 
to his own troops, | 


— — 


I imagine that Rajah Gobin Ram muſt have miſtaken your meaning, reſpecting a failure in the 
regular diſcharge of the ſtated kiſts to the Company: They have to this time been paid with a de- 
gree of punctuality which I believe has been ſeldom exceeded by any government in its pecuniary 
engagements. Ty I rn A . | was at pa 

The Vizier is now deſirous, as you will obſerye, of being entirely releaſed from the ſtipends 
which he has granted to the Company's ſervants, that he may be enabled to make greater exer- 
tions for the common intereſt, I heſe allowances, during my agency here, have been little more 
than nominal; only one lack of rupees having been advanced upon them. They are a ſource of 
great uneaſineſs and vexation to me, ef which neither the Vizier nor his 
have never been importunate with them for payment, 


have had the honour to preſent. your letter to the Prince, in anſwer to his application for the 


- continuance of the body guard. He is very ſenſible of your deſire to do him honour, and to give 
him weight in the eyes ot the natives, by permitting an officer's guard from the Company's troops 
to attend his perſon. © At preſent the corps, lately under the command of Lieutenant Polhill, 


continues to be his guard. But if the Vizier ſhould ſhew a deſire of retaining it about his own | 


perſon, the Prince will apply for a guard, conformably to your offer. 

The Prince is determined to decline any treaty with Scindia for his return to court, unleſs under 
the guarantee of your government. Scindia cannot reject the mediation of a common friend, 
without evincing that his defigns are inſidiouius. erke | 1 2 
3 beg leave humbly to offer it as my opinion, that your becoming the guarantee of en gements 
between the Prince and Scindia would be productive of ſolid advantages both to the Company's 
and the Vizier's governments, as you would thereby eſtabliſh a check upon the proceedings of 
Scindia, and acquire a title to indulgence in future meaſures for the benefit of the Company, 
which may be ſuppoſed to require the ſanction of the Royal authority, i 1-4 


The renunciation of the tribute, and of all claims upon the Dookb, and every part of the 


Vizier's dominons, both from the Shah and the Mahrattas, are points of great and immediate 


importance to the peace and ſecurity of the Company's governments, and that of the Vizier. 
"Theſe conceffions might probably be obtained, as the price of permitting Scindia'to proceed in 


his views of reducing Ally Ghurr, and poſſeſſing himſelf of the countries in the Dookb. Weſt-: 


ward of the Vizier's. His being in poſſeſſion of thoſe countries would be no longer a cauſe of 
alarm, when the ' aboye-propoſed renuneiations ſhould leave no poſſible pretext for giving 


* 
2 


neſs from the poſſibility of imperfect or ex- 


miniſter participate, as 1 


- — 


bu 
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I do not ſee upon what pretence either the Company or the Visier can gbſipuct the plane t 


Scindia, ſo long as he refrains from hoſtilities Pic their actual poſſeſſions. I apprehend that, 


until he offers ſome direct injury-or inſult, we ſhould not be juſtified in any ſtronger meaſure "; 


* 


than providing againſt the conſequences of his becoming t60 formidable for a neighbour, 


Upon this principle I obferve, with great concern, that Colonel Sir John Cumming is takin 
meaſures, which cannot but appear to | 


* 


with a part of his detachment within a few cofs of Ally Ghurr, and, as I underſtand, beyond 


the Vizier's juriſdiction, and has given a meeting to the Kelladar; and although this interview 
was, I believe, for no other, purpoſe that to offer an aſylum-in the Vizier's territories to the 
family of Afraſiab Khan, his Excellency is very uneaſy at the effects which he is apprehenſive 


theſe ſteps. may produce, in the mind of Scindia, and has this day written to Sir John, requiring 
his return to his former poſt at Anopſheer, which will as effectually cover the Viziet's coutitry * 


* 
*. 


. as that which he now a and remove all cauſe. of alarm and Jealouſy from Scindia. . I 


obferve too that Mr. Anderſon is uneafy at the indications, which the movement of Sir John 
Cumming gives, of oppoſition to the plans of Scindia ag. Rd 
|. Ambajee, on the part of Scindia, has been for ſome days paſt negociating with the Seiks, and 
as I believe. at length ſent a plan of alliance for the approbgtion of Scindia, Mr, Anderſon 
does nat think that their conjunction has any object inimicable to the Vizier or to the 


Cotnpany- Bo 
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CIT Nah „ and faithful humble Servant, | 
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The Governor General lays before the Board trauſſations of the letters fm the Vizier and. 
his miniſters, which accompanied the foregging from Major Palmer, 1 


The Governor General obſerves, that the extraordinary ſtyle of theſe letters, a ſtyle to whith | 


none of his could have given occaſion, induced him to call upen Rajah Gobind Ram, the Vizier's 
Vakeel,. for information of what he had written to hig principals, that could give riſe to the un- 


common ſtyle of their letters; and that Rajah (Gobing Ram haying in conſequence furniſhed him. 
12 for their; . 


with copies of the letters in queſtion, which he wrote tg Lucknow, and givi 
being laid before the Board, the Governor General deſires tg record them 
mentioned to himſelf, | | | 97 


From the Vixier.— Received a iſt April 3785. 


2 Wen you ſaid to Raja Gobind- Ram upon every pgint, the ſaid Rajah has fully written, F 
e friend{hip between the noble Chief of the Com- 


it to me. My friend, from the beginning of 
pany and the exalted gentlemen of council, and my. degeaſed father and myſelf, no deficiency. 
ever appeared; and, after the death of my deceaſed father, Thaye conſtantly remained, and fill, 
remain, employed from my heart and ſoul in preſerving this friendſhip more than formerly; and, 
on the other part of the gentlemen alſo, the ſy ſtem of intimacy was preſerved, In many concerns 
of the diſtreſſes which from various cauſes had happened, the Governor General, Mr, Haſtings, 


after learning, applied himſelf to relieve my ſituat ion, and fettle 2 plan by which the Company's. 


money would properly be paid by my miniſters, and the Company and all the Engliſh gentlemen 
would receive credit. | 5 535 0 venus ret 


: 


After his departure, you from your kindneſs were favourable to my concerns, and preſerved . | 
the plan and agreement which had been {ſettled between him and myſelf, and with the greateſt 
friendſhip you write to me the completefſt confirmation; and Major Palmer, in gbedtnee W.. 


your orders, gave repeated conſolation to me and my minifters. I am convinced that the go 
ſitoation of my concerns will be increaſed by your favour. Contormably to the agreement to 


pay the Company's money, which was ſettled between me and the late Governor General, my- 


miniſters haye to this time paid the Kiſts, and no deviation bas happened. You may learn this 


from Ms. Wombwell; and I, conſidering the diſcharge of the company's debt to be the moſt 
neceflary. of all affairs, pay it from the receipts of the country, and the loans of the hankers; 
and 1 apply myſelf to nothing but the diſcharge of the Company's debt, and the [preſervation of. 
Four friendſhip. You told, Rayjah Gebind Ram, that to this time the money had not heen rer, 
gularly paid, according to the agreement which had fixed Kiſts for the Company's money. This, 


order . 


cindia'as decidedly unfriendly. Sir John has 'encamped 


. 


Pw wy WH I DOA fc = A wma &©> fo 


— — 2 wedfyt9 


(6277 


order aſtoniſhes and confounds me; becauſe, from laſt year to this time, whatever agreement 

had been made for the payment of the Company's money, my miniſters have paid conformably 

to the kiſts, and are in future ready to pay, by the bleſſing of god, according to the engage- 
ments of payment; but your favour and countenance is requiſite. This order muſt certainly 

have been cauſed ſolely by the repreſentations of intereſted perſons; and I from this am much af- 
flicted, that, notwithſtanding the regular payment of the money according to the kiſts, you 
ſhould give ſuch an order, upon the repreſentations of intereſted perſons, otherwiſe ſuch orders 
could not have proceeded from your exalted mind; becauſe many days have not elapſed ſin ce 
you in writing gave me confidence in every point, and, whilit che money was regularly paid, 
you would not give ſuch orders: — At any rate, I hope from your favour the obſervance of this 
rule Never to liſten to the repreſentations of intereſted perſons ; becauſe in ſuch caſes the affairs 
are diſgraced, and the bankers and miniſters are diſpirited, With reſpect to the brigade at Futty 
Ghur, you ſay that you had, agreeably to my requeſt, ſent orders for it to march to Behur 
Gurn; but to this time Hyder Beg Khan has not advanced the money for their expences. My 

friend, my requeſt, Whatever it be, is known to you. In all concerns, there is one word upon 
which I rely, That, whatever agreement was made between me and Mr. Haſtings, and the plan 
which was ſettled, you have repeatedly written that you have approved of, and preſerved that 
engagement out of conſideration to my diſtreſſes. hatever is promiſed with reſpect to the 
removal of that brigade is well known to you: And you have alſo written to Major Palmer, 
who has given me confidence, that you, from your kindneſs to my relief, do not approve of 


keeping an increaſed army in this country; but that now, until the doubts from the weſt are re- 
moved, the Futty Ghur brigade muſt remain, ; 


I alfo, who defire alſo your ſatisfaction, approved of his advice; becauſe, as the reduction of 
my expences, and the relief of my concerns, is your wiſh, it will be done at a proper opportunity. 
When your letter for the Futty Ghur brigade to remain a little time longer here, was received 
by Major Palmer, and the Major, agreeably to your orders, told me, that this year, beſides one 
crore and 5 lacks of rupees, which had been engaged for the payment of the Company's money, 
no more would be demanded, I was entirely ſet. at eaſe by your kindneſs : You now order that I 
ſhould make advances for the expences of the brigade. My ſituation is not hidden from you: 
Why ſhould I for ever tfouble you, that this year I pay, from the receipts of the country and 
the loans of the bankers, for the diſcharge of the Dan's ane wich has been engaged? 
Do you yourſelf order, from your favour and kindneſs, whatever may be adviſable towards the 
relief of my concerns. The affairs of my country and property, and of the Company's govern- 
ment, through friendſhip are the ſame : Such matters depend upon your kindneſs. You will 
learn full particulars from the letters of Major Palmer. — With reſpect to the expenzes of the 

entlemen who are here, I have before written in a covered manner. I now write plainly, that 

have no ability to give money to the gentlemen, becauſe I am indebted many lacks of rupees tq 
the bankers, for the payment of the Company's debt. At the time of Mr. Haſtings's departure, 
I repreſented to him that I had no reſources for the expences of the gentlemen, Mr. Haſtings 
having aſcertained my diſtreſſed ſituation, told me, that after his arrival in Calcutta he would 
confult with the council, and remove from hence the expences of the gentlemen, and recall 
every perſon except the gentlemen in office here. At this time, that all the concerns are de- 
pendent upon you, and you have in every point given eaſe to my mind, according to Mr. 
Haſtings's agreement, I hope that the expences of the gentlemen may be removed from me, and 
that you may recall every perſon reſiding here beyond the gentlemen in office. Although Major 
Palmer does not at this time demand any thing for the gentlemen, and I have no ability to give, 
them any thing, yet the cuſtom of the Engliſh gentlemen is, when they remain here, they will 
in the end aſk. for ſomething : This is heſt, that they ſhould be recalled, Mr. Haſtings wrote to 
me for the abolition of Captain Frith's -battalion : At that time the diſturbances of the Seiks. 
exiſted in the neighbourhood of Berelly, and my army was ſtationed at the gauts of the river, at, 
thoſe places which at this ſeaſon are always fordable. This year many other gauts were fordable; 
and the Seiks croſſed over to plunder, which is their cuſtom. My army, which was already there, 
came upon them, and puniſhed them; and they, finding no ſtrength to remain, croſſed back 
again, and returned; but it became neceſſary to guard all gauts, and I therefore ſtationed, , 
for the defence of the Berelly gauts, my old battalions, which were fixed at Kherrabad and other 
mahls; and I ſent the battalions of Captain Frith, which were newly raiſed, for the ſettlement of 
the mahls of Kherrabad, &c. T heſe. battalions went under the command of a commandant be- 
longing to me, and no Engliſh gentlemen went there. In theſe four battalions, according to the 
rule of all my battalions, there are three thouſand men: and the expence of them, including the 
artillery, is 25,000 rupees in each month. For a little time I thought this expence adviſeable, 
for the execution of two important objects, the ſettlement of the country, and the expulſion of - 
the Seiks, which, by the bleſſing of god, have both been effected. I have now determined to 
diſband them, after Leet them: but I conſider it proper to guard the gauts until Cheyte, till 
when the fords continue; after that, when the river be full, ſo large an army will not be wanted 
at the ghants, In this caſe I requeſt your advice, that as the army is on a reduced and ſaving 
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eſtabhiſhent, if you choſe I wil keep the battalions until Cheyte; or, if your order, I will 
diſmifs them immediately. Captain Frith will have no concern in the battalions, commandants 
belonging to me will command them, With reſpect to Lieutenant Polkill's battalion, which, 
with other gentlemen, is in attendance on the prinee, you ordered meto learn his Royal Highneist 
wiſh; and that if he ſhould be deſirous to keep them, they might remain a little time with him. 
Upon learning his deſire, I, conſirinably to your inſtructions, have conſented to retain the battalion 
a litile time, but I did nor ſpeak about retaining Lieutenant Polhill and the other gentlemen, nor 
does he continue with me in this command. — I merely wrote to you in obedience to his Royal ' 
Highneſs's defire, requeſting that Lieutenant Polhilt alone might remam, the approbation or refufal 
of which depends entirely upon your pleafure ; I have no ability to maintain the battalion with 
the gentlemen, I defire nothing but your ſatisfacxion, and hope that ſuch orders as relate to the 
friendſhip between the Company and me, and as wy be your pleaſure, may be written in your 
own private letters to me through Major Palmer, and in your letters to the Major, that he may, 
in obedience to your orders, properly explain them to me, and whatever may be ſettled he may a 
firſt in ſecret inform you of it, and afterwards I may write to you, having learnt your 
fufe. In this way the ſecrets will be known to your mind alone, and the advice of all tl e 
concerns will be given in a proper manner. For farther ſecoriry, I trouble you again with my 
requeſt that you will not liſten to the repreſentations of intereſted perſons, in reſpect to my con- 
cerns 3} for in this caſe my affairs are 2 and the bankers, from whom I have bor rowed 
many lac ks towards paying the kiſts to the Company, are alarmed, I labour from my heart and 
ſoul fo preſerve your ſatisfaction, and you, from your kindnefs, are inclined to maintain the plan 
and agreement which has taken place; therefore to give entrance to intereſted perſons is laying the 
baſes of diſagreement; I hope from you favour that, in the concerns between me and you, no 
intereſted may be admitted to hear the fecrets between the Company and myſelf and your 
orders. EE | | 


” 
al. * 2 * 


— — * 
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From the Vizier: Received the 21 April 1785. 


In every way I hope for ad vantage to my affairs from you; I therefore, thinking it in my 
mind to be proper, I write to you that I am entirely ſet at eaſe by the Company's army. The 
Seiks are villians with two faces, and always refide in the neighbourhood of Delhi. The 
country on the other fide of the river belonging to his Majeſties Khalſa, and under the late 
Zabelor Khan, extends to the gauts of the river, in the neighbourhood of my country—the 
Seiks often come there, This is not under my authority, that I ſhould expel them from it; and 
from a long period of years the cafe is, that the Chiefs of Delhi do not properly furniſh them, 
for the puniſhing of them is no ſuch great matter; for the puniſhing of this generation of doubles* 
faced villians no additional expence is required. The Governor Clint, Mr. Haſtings, when 
he diſcovered my diſtreſſed ſituation, engaged to remove the brigade of Futty Ghurr, and from 
my foreſight of events got leave to retain four battalions, which I had ſpoken for additional 
ſecurity, which four battalions ſhould be ſtationed at Futty Ghur, under the command of one 
officer in my confidence, aud ſhonld whenever neceſſary, be ſent under an Aumil to ſettle the 
Mahals of Saundy, &c. which are under the Aumil of Kherrabad ; and alſo fome Mahals belong- 
ing to Bherelli, &c. in that neighbourhood, and ſhould return to Futty Ghur, and the expences 
of the four battalions, which conſiſt of three thouſand men, and nine guns, being fixed at tweuty- 
five thouſand rupees, in each month, are upon a reduced and ſaving eitabliſhment ; accordingly, 
at the time of the diſturbance of the Seiks, my old battalions, which were ſtationed in Kherrabad, 
and were ſent to Berelli for the pretection of the gauts, and the new-raiſed battalions, were ſent 
to Kherrabad, &c. where it is determined, thar for the Mahals belonging to Almaſs Ally Khan, 
which extend from the other fide of the river from Anopſheer, &c. the horſemen of a few battalions 
from the horſemen and old battalions in my ſervice, attached to Limaſs Ally Cawn, ſhould de 
ſent to Anopſheer with artillery, that from that quarter alſo, making an attack upon the Seiks, 
they thould at the ſame time protect their own country: At that time a letter arrived to this 

; purport that the Futty Ghur brigade ſhould remain there until the diſturbances of the weſtward 
be compoſed, I, who am obedient to your orders, countermanded the march of Almals Ally 
Khan's people to Anopfheer, and did not object to Colonel Cumming's march, becauſe, as lo 
as you conceive no doubt of my readineſs to execute your will, one brigade of the Company's 
troops is, by the bleffing of god, quite ſufficient to puniſh the enemies of the weſt ; and if the 
expulfion of any perſon who might attempt to invade my country, would be effected dy one. 
brigade for the expulſion of the Seiks, who are double faced-villains, what had been done and. 
planned was ſufficient. I alfo who am obedient to your pleaſure and advice, have troubled you with 
theſe full particulars, becauſe our concerns hete are the fame, and you from your kindneſs are 
favourable to my affairs; having kindly attended to theſe circumſtancee, write to me; Whatever 
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may. be approved, by 206 mind for the relief of my ſituation, which I ſhall perform, —I am under 
tions. Further, in matters of government, N $ are proper and le- 
rom. Delhi to Illabatabad, Mr. 


if any di 
ſon * that as the viciſſitudes of the world could not be depended upon, ſelf-defence Was n 


x . U , 


concerns of the Zemindar of that place 1 a perpetual Aumilvaree.— After a long 8 ** the 4 
. 
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From Hyder Beg Khan : Received 21ſt April 2785. 


From your favour and kindneſs, and ſincerity of heart, whatever doubt had arifen in your mind 
from my neglect, you informed Raje Gobind Ram of it: | am for this reaſon grateful for your 
kindneſs, that you have plainly declared the diſpleaſure which you had conceived towards me. M 
protector! I am obedient to you, and under your orders 1 and I, am the well-wiſher and fai:h'ul 


ighre'{s, which in every reſpect are the 


cording to the kiſts, and to the agreement, be, pthc bleſſing of God, regularly Rs devia- / 
ich was made between 


Highneſs, which will be a cauſe of $ 
vation of your friendſhip, 1s and wil 


letter I receive from the Vizier ſhall be laid before the Council, and all buſineſs ſhall be car- 
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Palmer. or in your own private letters to the Major, who is appointed from you to the preſence 
of his Highneſs, that in obedience to your orders he may properly explain your commands; and 
whatever affair may be ſettled, he may firſt ſecretly inform you of it, and afterwards his 
Highneſs may conformably thereto write an anſwer, and allo may repreſent it, By this ſyſtem 
your pleaſure will always be fully made known to his Highneſs, and his Highneſs and we 
will execute whatever may be your orders, without deviating a hair's breadth; and let not 
the reprefentations of intereſted perſons be approved of, becauſe his Highneſs make no oppoſition 
to your will, and J, your ſervant, am ready in obedience and ſervice, and I make no excuſes, 
In caſe you attend to the repreſentations. of intereſted perſons, it will cauſe diſcredit to his High- 
neſs's concerns, and injury to the tranſactions with the banker. I he good ſtate of his High- 
nels's affairs depends upon your favour and kindneſs, that the ſervants of his Higlineſs's govern- 


ment, and the bankers, being confident in your proteCtion and countenance, may tranſact 
buſineſs as uſual, n 


— 


From Rajah Govind Ram to the Visier, 25th Rubby ul Sanie 1199. | 


* 


I went yeſterday to pay my reſpects to the Governor General, Mr. John Macpherſon, Pehader, 
who in private conference, by the interpretation of Colonel Macpherſon, ſpoke as follows: 


<« J formerly ſent friendly letters to the Vizier, which he would have received from Major 
Palmer; allo fliendly letters to Huſſein Reza Khawn, Hyder Beg Khawn, and Almaſs Ally 
Khawn, were ſent at the ſame time; and I now deſire you, who f conſider as the confidential © 
ſervant of the Vizier, to acquaint him, that with reſpect to the friendſhip which ſubſiſted 
between Mr. Haſtings and his Excellency, my wiſh is to exceed it for the real good of his 
government; and -I ſhall conſider his friends and his enemies, as my own Friends and 
enemies.“ | el chin: R | — 


* 


« My object is the advantage of the Company, and the concerns of the Company and his 
Excellency are the ſame; and I am fully perſuaded that he will afford me every aſſiſtance in 
carrying theſe good intentions into execution. The affairs of Government cannot be carried 
on. without much money, and I have the ſtrongeſt confidence that his Excellency - will uſe 
every endeayour that the money due to the Company may be paid off in proper time, 

| | x 

& T have heard that the Vizier was formerly ſubject to many expences on account of Euro- 
pean gentlemen—my wiſh is to remove this inconvenience ; therefore it is my deſire that every _ 
rupee paid to the Company, or European gentlemen, ſhall appear upon the face of his account 
with the Company. | | | | | 1 


I have no wiſh or deſire but the proſperity of the Company and his Excellency, fo as to ac- 
quire and merit a good name for myſelf, | FE ISO ot | 


« Tt was commonly the cuſtom in ſigning Perſian letters, to write two letters of the name 
only, but I always ſign my name at full length; and whatever buſineſs I may have with his 
Excellency, ſhall be fully and diſtinctly wrote in letters under my ſignature and ſeal, and every 


ried on entirely in this manner; but ſhould it at any time ſo happen, that his Excellency ſhould 
be deſirous of my private opinion teſpecting any buſineſs, before he writes me publicly as above, 
I requeſt he will mention it to Major Palmer, and alfo inſtruct his Vakeel to whom my friendly 
advice ſhall always be given, 5 | | | 

" 4 
„Many people will be repreſenting various circumſtances to his Excellency, and perhaps 
make uſe of my name; but he is not to give credit to any thing that may be ſaid regarding me, 
except what ſhall be wrete in my letters, as already deſcribed ; and his Excellency, by writing his 
wiſhes to me in the ſame manner reſpecting the affairs of the Sircar, will remove every room 
for doubts and uneaſineſs.“ - { 


I can ſes from the Governor's conduct and obſervations, that he has no views or expectations 
of his own, but what are for the good of the Company and your Excellency. OY 


' Notwithſtanding | 
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Notwithſtanding Mr. Haſtings engaged that the Futty Ghur detachment ſhould march into 
the Company's dominions; but as it is now, on account of the enemies of the Sircar, marched 
to the Weſtward, it would in the opinion of flave be adviſeable (and I ſee it to be the Go- 
vernor General's ſentiments) that your Excellency would write that the army having marched 
againſt che Seiks conformable tb yout orders and wiſhes, that Yout Excellency would ther 
bear every expence till its return, There is little doybt but what the Goyernor will by-and- Ys 
write from the Board on this ſubject; but ſhould your Excellency's letter, as above, arrive before 
this happens, it will, I am certain, be very pleaſing to the Goyernor General that the Nabob, 
without application, ſaw what waz right, and did it. ; 


Rajah Gobind Rata wrote to Hyder Beg Khuwn the ſame as the above. 


— 
\ 


Second letter from Rajah Gobind Ram to Hyder Beg Khawn, dated gth Jamadel Awell 1 599. 


I went to pay my reſpects to the Governor General, who in a conference, through the inter- 
pretation of Colo Macpherſon, ſpoke ag follows; | 


& Conformable to his Excellency's requeſt, orders have been ſent for the march of the Futty 
Ghur detachment towards Pattegur, but Hyder Beg Khawn has not as yet ſent any money for 
their expence; and notwithitanding that Mr. Haſtings, when here, by the advice of the le- 
men of the Council, ſent orders for reforming the five battalions under Captain Frith, they haye 
not to this time been reformed, | | 


© I have without reſerve ſhewn the moſt friendly diſpoſition towards the Vizier's miniſters, 
and I am perſuaded that they will not, on their part, be inattentive to the intereſt of the Com- 
pany or his Excellency ; and I have now full confidence, from their depth of underſtanding, that 
they will ſtrictly obſerve their engagements, and act accordingly on all occaſions, 


« Mr. Haſtings in withdrawing Mr. Briſtow, who was appointed from Europe to be Reſident 
there (Lucknow) took upon himſelf the whole buſineſs, and engaged that he had ſettled a plan 
by which the Company's money ſhould be paid on one year, and that the kiſts ſhould be re- 
mitted at the periods agreed upon. Althovgh the money of the kiſts has not hitherto been paid 
as promiſed, yet I am perſuaded the amount of the ſeveral kiſts will, for the time to come, 
be regularly and without delay, paid as ſtipulated :” He alſo obſerved, . But if it ſhould ſo 
happen, that the money is not paid agreeable to promiſe, and it ſhould appear neceſſary to ſend 
the above gentlemen again, or any other perſon, it cannot be helped, it muſt be laid upon the 
ſhoulders of the miniſters for their neglect and non- performance.“ 


I replied, the money for the kiſts is on the way; and I hope, by the bleſſing of God, that 
hereafter there will be no deviation from engagements in the payment of the kiſts, 


The Governor then obſerved, that © with reſpect to diſcontinuing the officers of the battalion 
with Shahzader, we have wrote to recall Mr, Polhill, and the other gentlemen, . and the above 
battalion to be made over to his Excellency. Major Palmer has wrote, in anſwer, that his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince expreſſed his wiſh that the battalion ſhould continue with the gentlemen 
as uſual ; but recalling all the Engliſh officers in any of his Excellency's battalions, being with 
a view to leſſen his expence, the continuance of Mr, Polhill, or the other gentlemen, cannot 
on any account, take place, becauſe, ſhould I agree to one gentleman, an hundred more would 
apply,—< Your friend remarked, that it was probable the Prince would be uneaſy, unleſs there 
was a gentleman ſtationed with him as before. 


The Governor General ſaid, “It is not our with to make his Royal Highneſs uneaſy or dif- - 
pleaſed; I ſhall therefore write to Major Palmer, that an officer with a few companies of the 
regiment from Cawnpore at Lucknow, be conſtantly on duty with the Shahzadah ; and when 
the regiment is relieved by another regiment from Cawnpore, theſe companies will allo be re- 
lieved; and ſhould his Royal Highneſs go to Benares, a party will attend him from the regiments 
at Chunar,” 


I have repreſented all theſe matters for information. 


Vor. IV. 4 B N. B 


a B 25 J. 


Ne B. On the ext Jemade Avil IEG Gobind Ram wrote to o the Yer exactly the * 
as enn. 0 | ; 


** 8 — — — 
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The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from — Aſſiſtant to the Accountant. 
at Lucknow, and the accounts encloſed in it. | 


To Edward Hay, Eſquire Secretary. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Sir, 5 
L requeſt you will do me the favour of lay ing before the Honourable Board the accompanying 
* Treaſury and Nabob Vizier's Accounts for the month of March 1785. 
I am, 
| . _— Sir, A | 
| Your moſt obedient 
| humble Servant, 
|| (Signed) TREVOR WHELER, . 
| | AſTt to the Account: at Lucknow. 
| 1 8 Office, | | 
| "Lucknow, gth April 1785. 
| 
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Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the receipt of this letter, and theſe accounts, 
that copies of the 2 8 —_ | me 


—_— "i 36, * 


| Read the fallowing petition from Munchur Doſs, 
The Petition of Munohur Doſs. 


As you always honour me with the ſtrongeſt marks of your favonr in all my buſineſs, Mr. 
| n your commands to me concerning the balance due to me by the Company 
place at which I propoſe to have payments made. In conſequence I am now to hope from gur 
favour that aſſignments may be granted me agreeable to the proportions hereunder ſpecified : 
The payment of the whole ſum due to me to be completed between the beginning of Byekack 
and the end of Badonn 1192 Fuſſully, and the money to he iſſued to me as the kiſts become due. 
—On examiration of my accounts at the preſent, it will appear that about 18 lacks will be forth- 
coming. PG | a 


Propoſed Diviſion of Payments. 
N 8 | | LucwBaRs 
At Lucknow © — — e | — 285, o 
Aſſignment on Benares | — —  - — 13, 0, 0 - 
Bills on Calcutta — — — — 3. 00, 
Total 18, oo, ooo 


Exchange at which Munohur Doſs agrees to receive the above. 


A premium of 4 per cent, on the aſſignment on Benares, amounts to — _ $52,000 
Peduct, the difference of exchange between Lucknow Sa Rs and Calcutta Siccas BY 


is 5+ per cent. on rupees is — 5 — 16, 500 


Total premium to be paid Gopaul Doſs — — | 35,500 


WHT LER. Aſk*® to the Accountant at Lucknow. 


b 
LIKE 


Ordered, That the Secretary, aſſiſted by the Accomptant'General and Sub-Treafurer do pro- 
poſe the beſt and eaſieſt mode of liquidating the claim of Gopaul Doſs upon the Company, at 
Calcutta, Lucknow, and Benares, and report their opinion to the Board, Herring that the Ce : 
_ pany are not to be at the charge propoſed for loſs on exchange. | 5 Oy 


* 


| — — — 1 — 
EX TRA CT of Bengal Secret Couſultations, 26th April 1785. 


Read the following letter from Almaſs Ally Cawn to the Governor General, received from the 
office of the Perſian tranſlator. ; NS 


From Almaſs Ally Cawn,—Received the 19th April 85. 


Your letter, full of favour, written-to-eaſe my mind, honoured and comforted me by its ar- 
rival, You write that you had learnt that I had taken ſome alarm, and was ſending my family 
away from Lucknow. As. no idea of this ever came, or ever could come, into my mind, | am 
much aſtoniſhel and confounded at theſe falſe accuſers, who without reaſon repreſent to you ſuch 
untrue intelligence, which hasnot the ſmalleſt foundation. | | 


That your Excellency from your favour ſhould have written thus fully upon the reports from 
hence, I aſcribe entirely to your benevolence; and I derive therefrom the greateſt comfort and re- 
liance, that through their kindneſs the truth and veraeity of this circumſtance will be aſcertained. 
May the Almighty, in return for all this beneficence, ſpread his ſhadow over you! Lfirmly hope 
from your juſtice, that, from your favour, the perſon ho repreſented to you this intelligence may 
be compelled to prove it; that, if there be the ſmalleſt foundation for the idea of it, he may aſper- 
tain it; or, if otherwiſe, you may act as your benevolence ſhall dictate, ſo that in future he may 

„ c priab a 4'C 5 never 


furthor direCted.me to ſpecify the ſpecie, together with the exchange and batta of eyery 
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never repreſent again ſuch falſe news. By the bleſſing of God, Major Palmer, who reſides here, 
knows every thing good or bad, and is the maſter: Whatever I might ſay further would be ſuper- 
fluous. 1, the flave of his Highneſs, will not to the end of my life think of any other place be- 


ſides this. It will have been repreſented to you alſo, how ſledfaſtly, from my heart and ſoul, 1 


maintain my duty and attachment to the government of his Highneſs, and of the Company, 
which are the ſame, I am firmly convinced that, during my life, no deviation or deficiengy will 
ever be found in my obedience, attachment, and labour for the Sircar of his Highneſs, and of the 
Company, which are the fame. 


The reſt you vill learn from the letters of Major Palmer. From your commands of benevo- 
lence I have received the completeſt confirmation and comfort both outwardly and inwardly, and 
I have no thoughts except thoſe of ſlavery and obedience to government. Accordingly I am day 
and night employed, with the greateſt exertions of attachment, in ſome concerns of the Sircar. 
J hope from your favours that I may be always honoured by the diſpatch of kind letters, from 
Fear expect d gnity, comfort, and advantage. RO en 


! 


{XJ 


EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 2gth April 1785. 


Para. 6. You were acquainted by our laſt, that Colonel Sir. John Cumming had received a 
requiſition from the V izier, for his return to Futty Ghur with the whole detachment, except two 
regiments of ſepoys, that were to remain at Anopſheer under Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, He 


accordingly left Anopſheer on the 1ſt inſtant, but on the firſt day of his march he received autho- 


rity to remain on the frontier, if he ſhould think it neceſſary for the ſafety of the Vizier's domi- 
nions. The Colonel has ſince returned to his former ſtation at Anopſheer : The Nabob has de- 
clared himſelf willing to defray the charges of this detachment, during an appearance of a ne- 
ceſſity for its ſervice. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 3d May 1786. 
Read the following letter from the Accomptant General. 


Honourable Sir, and'Sirs, 275 ; N DIET £9 


As the ſums to be charged to the account of, and received from, his Excellency the Vizier, for 
the expence of the troops ſerving in his dominions, muſt very materially affect the eſtimate of the 
N reſources and diſburlements of the government, I am to requeſt that the Honourable 

oard will be pleaſed to inform me of the amount at which I may eſtimate theſe for the year 
1785-6, it thoſe at which they were eſtimated for 1784-5, may not be adopted on forming the 


eſtimate of the enlving year of account. The ſums which have hitherto, ſince September 1782, 


_ monthly charged to his Excellency's account, tor the troops ſerving in his dominions, are 
as follows: | | 


For the brigade at Cawnpore Ga N * + ee ALES 2,60,000 
For the regiment at Lucknow — | Ns 255000 
For the five regiments of ſepoys under Sir J. Cumming at e 
255000 — _ 1,25,020 
For one company of artillery with do. — 20,000 | 
; | rae | 1,45,000 
Fyzabad 16th ſun ſiccas — 4,30, 00 


— * 
. = 


On the return of the Bombay detachment, the two riſſallahs of horſe which arrived with it 
were attached, one to the ſtation of Cawnpore, the other to that of Futty Ghur ; but along 
the Board reſolved, on the 27th February 1784, tliat an addition ſhould Le mad to the ſublidy 
for theſe troops, yet, as I have never been informed of the ſum which ſhould be carried to his Ex- 
cellency's debit on this account, he conſequently has not yet been debited for any part of their 
expence. I therefore deem it incumbent upon me to ſuggeſt this circumitance to the recollection 
of the Board, at the ſame time that I ſolicit from them inſtructions with reſpe& to the ſum at 
2 am to reckon the ſubſidy to be carried to the account of his Excellency the V izier in 
17 5 . | a | F 


- 


; 


Fart e \ .-- Let bart 
Acct Genbs Office, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. &c. &c. 
the 21ſt April 1785. (Signed) WM LARKINS, Acct Gen. 


There 


| ſ 287 J 
There can be no doubt of the propriety of debiting the Nabob Vizier for the year 148 5-6 for 


the brigade at Cawnpore, and the regiment at Lucknow; there might be ſome with reſpect to the 15 
propriety of debiting his Excellency for the expence of the detachment under Colonel Sir 1 5 


Cumming for that year, if, from appearances in the upper provinces, there was not a likelihood 
that the ſervices of that detachment would be neceſſary; but as there is a probability of commo- 
tions, and as the V izier has agreed to admit the charge of the detachment upon himſelf, while 
a neceſſity exiſts for it; Agreed, That it be charged in the eſtimate accordingly. | 


Reſolved alſo, That the Governor General be requeſted to afk the Vizier's permiſſion to debit 
his Excellency for the two riſſallahs of cavalry while they have been in his country, and to con- 
tinue the ſame while they remain in it. This corps is the only corps of cayalry in the ſervice of 
the Company, and may be eſſentially uſeful in his Excellency's dominions. 


Reſolved, That a ſimilar requeſt be made with reſpect to the company of chaſſenrs ordered from 
Chunargur to Cawnpore, | | 83 


1 


Read another letter, as follows, and its encloſure, from the Accomptant General. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Govertior General, &c, Council, Fort William, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


The military Paymaſter General having, in a letter dated yeſterday, tranſmitted to this office 
an intimation, that in the ſtatement which I had the honour to lay before you on the 21ſt Febru- 
ary, the loſs by exchange upon the ſums diſburfed on account of the 'Candahar cavalry, ſhould 
have been ſtated at current rupees 1,7 5, 408. 9. 5, inſtead of current rupees 1,85,147. 9. 1; this 
will conſequently reduce the ſum which ſhould be carried to the Vizier's debit, on account of the 
expence of this corps, current rupees 9,678. 15. 8. If therefore the Accomptant at Lucknow 
ſhould already have debited the Nabob with the ſum of current rupees 1,69,084. 9. 8, in obe- 


dience to your orders of the 5th April, he ſhould credit his Excellency for the ſum of current ru- 


pees 9,678. 15. 8, otherwiſe he will have occaſion to debit him for no more than [current rupees 
1,59, 405. 10. Since addreſſing the Honourable Board on the 21ſt February, the annual adjuſt- 
ment which takes place between the books of the military Paymaſter General's department and 
the general books has been completed for 1782-3, this has enabled me to carry to the credit of his 
Excellency the balance of the accompanyingaaccount current, which the Accomptant at Luck- 
now ſhould be directed to bring to the credit of his Excellency in the preſent month's account cur- 
rent, ſhould the ſame not already have been cloſed, in which cafe it may be made in that for May 
1785, | | | | 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 2 
| (Signed) WM LARKINS. 
Fort William, | — 
Accomptant General's Office, 
29th April 1785. * 


NABOB 
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- Ordered, That copies of the foregoing Letter, and Account from the Accomptant General, 
be tranſmitted to the Accomptant at Lucknow, and that he be inſtructed ia coutormity to the 
Accomptant General's recommendation. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 12th May, 1785. 


Read the following letter from the Secretary, Accountant General, and Sub-Treaſurer. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c, Council, Fort William, 
in their decret Department, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, . | 7 e 

In obedience to your orders of the 260th ult. by which we were directed to propoſe the beſt and 
eaſieſt mode of liquidating the claim of Gopaul Doſs upon the Company, by payments at Cal- 
cutta, Lucknow, and Benares, for money lent by him in June 1783, we have conſidered how 
far and in what degree it was practicable for the Board to afſtign the funds that might not be re- 
uired for the local exigencies of Government at Benares, to the ſat isfaction of this claim. We 
frank from the repreſentation that had been tranſmitted by the Accountant at Lucknow, under 
date the 29th March, that the whole of the Company's funds at Lucknow, not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the payment of the troops in the Vizier's dominions, were actually engaged to be re- 
mitted to Calcutta and Surat; and as the premium at which they are engaged to be remitted to 
Calcutta, and the loſs of intereſt by thediſtanoe of time at which they are payable after date, are 
matters for which a compenſation would be required, the juſt amount of which we are unable to 
determine with any degree of accuracy, we are of opinion that the Reſident at Benares ſhould be 
directed to remit to Lucknow whatever balance may remain-in his hands from time to time, until 
the debt to Gopaul Dots ſnall be completely paid, after defray ing the charges of the Benares ſta- 
tion, and furniſhing the ſupplies to the Paymaſter at Chunargur, making the remittances as ex- 
peditiouſly, and upon the moſt advantageous terms poſſible, to the Accountant at Lucknow, 
who, we think, ſhould be dieQed to keep the Reſident at Benares well informed of the amount 


due on this claim. 


The growing demands upon the Preſidency at this ſeaſon of the year being much above the 
expected receipts, we have ſcarcely had the option of ſuggeſting the mode by which ſuch claims 
might be liquidated in Calcutta, eſpecially as this would afford a plea for a greater compenſation 
in the remittance thereof back to the place at which it was juſtly payable, according to the tenor of 
the engagement, than we conceived curielves at liberty to agtee to. The amount of the demand, 
were it proportioned to the diſtance to which the remittance ſhould be made, ought certainly to 
be much leis, if ſupplied from Benares, than if 4t were ſupplied from Calcutta to Lucknow; and 
this conſideration has principally guided our judgmeat in the propoſition which we have had the 
honour to ſubmit to your Honourable Board, +» = 4 2 * 


We have the hondur to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 3 5 Int 
| Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | 


Vour moſt, obedient 


: humble ſervants, .. 
Fort William, | 2 (Signed) E. HA 7 Fees, 
6th May, 1785. C. CROFTES, S. T, 


WM. LARKINS, 
| Acct, General. 


Agreed, That a ſtatement of Gopaul Doſs's claim on the Honourable Company for money lent 
by him in June 1783, calculated to the end of Auguſt next, be ſent to the Reſident at Benares, 
and to the Accountant at Lucknow; that the Reſident at Benares be directed to remit to the Ac- 
countant at Lucknow, at the moſt reaſonable rates of exchange, whatever balance may remain 
in his hands from time to time, until all that is required, with the aid of the under- mentioned 
bills from Lucknow, to diſcharge the debt of Gopaul Doſs, thall have been paid off; and that 
the Accountant at Lucknow do make over to Gopaul Doſs, or his order, the bills for ten lacks 
that are to be granted on Calcutta, in the month of Bhaudeen, by his Excellency the Vizier, if 
Vor. IV. 4 D Gopaul 


1 
* 
. 


— — GO 2 As. _ 
_ 
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Gopay| Doſs ſhould be willing to accept the ſame, with an allowance to him of three DEL. cent. 
for the loſs of intereſt that will accrue by their not being payable in Calcutta until 90 days after 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the. r2th May, 1785. 
The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Major Palmer. 
To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Fort William. 


Dear Sir, | 


The late diſpatches from Mr. Anderſon will have completely informed you of the apparently 


precarious ſtate of the alliance between the Company and Mahajee Seindia. 


Although I believe that Scindia has had no other object in the offenſive requiſitions which he 
made, and excited the Shah to make, than to try the temper of our Government, in full perſua- 
non that he ſhould be able to deprecate any reſentment that might be the conſequence, by expla- 
nations and ſubmiſſion, I have, neverthelets, thought it my inditpenſable duty to prepare the Na- 
bob Vizier to co-operate in whatever meaſures the fituation of affairs may determine you to 


' ris with the greateſt ſatisfaction that I can affure you, from his Excellency, of his firm and 
chea ful reſolut ion to apply the utmoſt reſources of his Government, in conjunction with yours, 
for the honour and ſecurity of both, by whatever means you ſhall judge mcit conducive to thoſe 
ends, in the event of an aQual war. Vizier will furniſh the difburſements for both brigades 
directly from his own revenues, 4o long as it may laſt ; and his acting minifter has given me the 
ftrongeſt aſſurances of exerting his talents, his credit, and his private fortune, towards effecting 
the intentions of his maſter, he Vizier will himſelf communicate to you his ſentiments and 
wiſhes upon this ſubject. Both the Vizier and Hyder Beg Khan entertain a ſpirited and dignified 
reſentment at the infult which bas been offered to the Company's Government, and to the perſon 
of the Vizier. | 


His Exoeency deems it abfolutely neceſſary that the ad brigade ſhould march to Etawa, the 
fouth frontier of his dominions, upon the firſt intelligence of Mr. Anderſon's having actually 


dquitted the camp of Scindia. I have apprized Col. lronfide of this intention; and J have alſo ad- 


viſed Cob Sir John Cumming of the poſture of affairs. 7 1 


When F reſtect upon the prodigious advantages which Scindia has derived from his 2 
with the Cempany, (for l am convinced that it is to that alone he is indebted for his late fue 


ceſſes) the delicacy. which your Government has obſerved towards him, in à ſtudious forbearance 


of every meaſure which might tend to injure or alarm him; I cannat help thinking the unfriendly 
and offenſive return which he has made, gives you an undoubted right to take advantage of the 
fears which the ſpirited conduct of Mr. Anderſon has excited in him, in order to ſecure yourſelves 
againſt the poſſible conſequence of a diſpoſition ſo manifeſtly unprincipled and inimical. As the 
beſt means of effecting this purpoſe, I take the liberty to ſuggeſt the following propoſitions for 
a new treaty, to be executed by the Shah and Scindia. I hope that the zeal which I entertain 
for the honour of your Adminiftration, and the proſperity of the Company's and the Vizier's go- 
vernments, will excufe my preſumption in offering you my opinion upon this occaſion. Ihe 
propoſitions are as follows: | | 


if, A renynciation by the Shah of all tribute and arrears of tribute from the Company, and 
of all claims upon any country poſſeſſed by them and the V izier, 


* 


28. A renunciation of the latter, and of all claim of Chout, for the time paſt and to come, 
from the Mahratta State, aud from Scindia perſonally. Abs | 


Al, A ſuitable eſtabliſhment for the Shahzauda, heir apparent, in the dooab aljoining to the 


country. of the Nabob V izier to the weſtward, 


Ach. 


629) 
4th. The nocmination of a Naib to the Vizarul to be veſted in the Viaier. There may twother 
points ulefyl and attainable, which the better information of Mr. Anderſon may ſ 
I have the honour to be, 


775 with the higheſt reſpect, 
Lucknow, a Dear Sir, 
26th April 1784. Your faithful and humble ſervant, 


(Signed) WIA. PALMER, 


= 3 
EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 12th May 18g, 


R E AD the following Letter from the Accountant General. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Fort Willizn, 
in thelr Secret Department. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | | 

I think it my duty to point out to you, that I do not perceive any alteration-in the amount 
charged as paid monthly to Mirza Saudit Ally by the Reſident at Benares, for the ſtipend aſſigned 
to him by his Excellency the Vizker, oorteſpondent to that which took place in the Lucknow ac- 
counts from the end of the Fuſſully year 1191, or 31ſt Auguſt 1784, when the ſum monthly 
charged to the debit of his Excellency's account was reduced from 25,000 to 16,666, 10, 8,— 
Should it be the Honourable Board's intention to allow of no more being paid to Saudit Ally than 
is chargeable to the Nabob Vizier's account for this ſtipend, it will be neceſſary to reftrict the 
Reſident from making any further payment to Saudit Ally upon this account, until the period 
ſhall arrive, at which, upon the reduced ſcale of 2,00,000 per annum, from the end of Auguſt 
laſt, he may be entitled to receive another payment thereon, | | 


1 have the honovut to be, 
RES With the greateit reſpect, 
Fort William, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Accountant General's Office, Your molt obedient 
the 4th May 1785. | humble feryant, 


(Signed) WN. LARK INS, 

| 4 Acct, General. 
Agreed, That the circamſtances ſtated by the Accountant General be immediately noticed to 
the Reſident at Benares ;—that he be directed to inform the Board what inſtructions he received 
from the late Governor General, reſpecting the ſtipend of the Nabob Saudit Ally, and to reſtrict 
it.in future. to the amount agreed upon between the late Governor General and his Excellency the 
Vizier. If the Iate Governor General omitted to give any orders to Mr. Fowke upon this ſub- 


jeR, the Vizier is to be informed thereof, and requeſted to permit the over- pay ment to be carried 
to his Excellency's debit. | 


— 
— — 


Read another letter from the Accountant General. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c, Council of Fort Williams 
| | | in their Secret Department, | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Although I conſider it to have been my duty, as Accountant General, to fuggeft, in that ca- 
pacity, whatever occurred on the ſubject of the mode by which the demand that Gopaul Doſs 
has upon the Company might be liquidated, to the other two gentlemen to whom the Honour- 
able s reference, of the 26th ulto. was jointly addreſſed, yet I did not conſider myſelf, on 
ſuch an occaſion, warranted to agitate the ſpecific amount with which the Honourable aper 
ſhould be charged at Lucknow, for the liquidation of the ſame. | | 


When | 


L * Jn” r — — — wes — — .. ² ³—s•t 
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When this and other loans were taken up from the Bankers, the Lucknow Haley sicca Rupees 
were valued in account at 5. 9. 3 per cent. below 4 16 Sun ſiccas; but as, im the month of 


May 1784, the late Governor General directed the Lucknow Haley ſiccas to be valued in account 
as equal to Fy zabad 16 Sun ſiccas, if of theſe the ſame ſum is to be charged in the Lucknow ac- 
counts as was credited for in them in Haley ſiccas, there will be a difference of Fyzabad 16 Sun 
ficcas 71,910. 2, 7 between the ſum for which the Lucknow treaſury accounts were debited for 
the receipts of the principal of this loan, and that which they will be credited for the re- payment 
of the ſame; and as theſe are valued upon the Honourable Company's books at 1 1 per cent. above 
current, the loſs which will appear upon this loan will be current rupees 79, 820. 4. 6. the intereſt 
thereon being chargeable to the Nabob's account, whatever may be the amount of this, it will 
conſequently not affect the ſtate of the Honourable Company's property. 


Should the Honourable Board be of opinion that this loſs ought to be borne by the Company, 
an intimation of that opinion will authorize me to write off the ſame from the Honourable Com- 
pany's general books; but if their determination ſhould be different, it will become my duty to 
accommodate mylelt officially thereto, - TTL | CT 


have the honour to de, 1 N ; bas ET 
with the greateſt reſpect, {bs | | 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


48 * 


Fort William, Vour moſt obedient 75 
Accountant General's Office, | | | humble ſervant, as | 
the 10th May, 1785. 5 2 {Signed)' WN. L ARK INS, 


Acc. General. 


The Board are of opinion, that the loſs ſtated in this letter ſhould de borne b y the V inder nd 
agree that his Excellency. be charged accordingly.  - PIER! oct r 71S, 


— — 
= n 
* — — — —1v1—— 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, ; the 13th May, 1785. 
1 HE Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, which he has received from Major 


Palmer. 1 | | 

D To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary for the Secret Department. ; 
ir & ' 2 : g 7 

18 this morning been honoured with the duplicate of your letter of the 19th ult.; the ori- 


ginal I have not received, 


You will be pleaſed to inform the Honourable Board, that when I had laſt the honour to ccn- 
fer with the Shah Zadah upon the ſubject of his return to court, and the propoſals made to him 


for that purpoſe by Mahajee Scindia, his Royal Highneſs gave me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that he 


would accept of no conditions which the Government of Bengal and the Vizier ſhould not judge 
perfectly ſafe and honourable to himſelf, and expedient for their common intereſts. That he 


* conſidered the offers of Scindia as infidious, and had no further view in liſtening to them, than 


to learn his real deſigns, and to ſhew a proper reſpect and duty to the Shah's authority, under 


' which Scindia aſſumes his negociation. The Prince is perſuaded, that the Shah ſecretly approves 


of the protection on which he has choſen to rely, and regards it as the ſureſt pledge of the ſtabi- 
lity of the Sultanut in himſelf and his deſcendants. The mother of the Prince, and all his real 
friends, who are near the Shah's perſon, ſtrongly conjure him to reject all adyances from $cindia, 
and his uncle Ally Ackber Cawn, -who is with him, and the Vizier and his miniſters conſtantly 
give him the ſame advice. I doubt not but that the Board, with the knowledge of theſe circum- 
1tances, will be perfectly eaſy as to the conduct of the Prince. ö | 


I truſt that the laſt advices from Mr. Anderſon will have removed all apprehenſions of a rupture 
with Scindia; but if, contrary to expectations, any new alarm ſhould be given, the Board may 


rely upon the utmoſt exertions of the Vizier's Government, in concert with our own, for obviating 


or defeating the purpoſes of their mutual enemies; and that the Vizier will chearfully comply 
with every requiſition,and recommendation which they may think conducive to that effect. 


The greateſt part of the Vizier's troops, both horſe and foot, are at preſent upon the fron- 
tiers the moſt expoſed to danger, and1eady to co operate with Colonel Cumming, in which ſitu- 
ation they will remain until the riſe of the rivers ſhall render the Vizier's country ſecure fromany 
inſult. * «+ . < 133 5 | . . . 3 18 


ä 
| 
] 
] 
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The two ruſſallahs of Mogul cavalry, under the command of Sumſhud Beg and Khajee Nama 
Aulah, were diſmiſſed the Vizier's ſervice, for a moſt daring mutiny in his capital, a grayated by 
perſonal inſult to himſelf, and threats againſt the life of his acting miniſter, —The Vizier, ſome 
time ſince, had in conſideration to re- admit them again into his ſer vice, upon their offering to 
make due ſubmiſſion, and to accept of a diminiſhed pay; but they did not wait the reſult of is 
determination, and accepted of offers made to them in the mean time by Scindia, who has de- 
tached them againſt the diſaffected Rajepoots to the ſouthward, fo that it is now become imprac- 
ticable to re- engage them in the ſervice of the V izier, ; | 


I do not apprehend that the conduct and negociations of Bow Buxey can be productive of any 
ill conſequences, as I am duly informed, both by the Prince and the Vizier, of his proceedings 
at their reſpective durbars, that no demand has been made by him upon the Vizier which can 3 
deemed extraordinary, nor do I know to what the reports of ſuch demands which haye reached 
the Governor General can allude, unleſs it be to a propoſal, or rather ſuggeſtion, of Bow Buxey's 
for a more free communication, and conſtant correſpondence between the Vizier and Scindia, 
which his Excellency ſeemed to underſtand as calculated to promote an appearance of a ſeparation 
of intereſt, or a want of concert between his Government and the Company's, but which was 
explained by a ſimilar application from Scindia, through Mr, Anderſon, to me, and had for its 
real or apparent meaning nothing more than a deſire of ſhewing to the world that perfect harmony 
and friendſhip ſubſiſted between the V izier's Government and Scindia, and to remove a contrary 
opinion which it was ſuppoſed might have gained ground from ſome late appearances; and to the 
requeſt, as thus explained, the Vizier made a ſuitable and favourable reply, | 


The Vizier will moſt chearfully conſent that Allahabad, and any other of his forts, ſhall be 


garri ſoned by the Company's troops, whenever they nee expedient for the better ſecurity 
of his country; but as at preſent all appearances of danger have ſubſided, he ſuppoſes that the 
Board will think it unneceſſary. | | S's 

By what I learn from the public nos pope a general confederacy of the Rajepoots is likely 
to be entered into for freeing themſelyes from the Mahratta tribute; that the Rajahs of Keeche, 


Hootee, and Boondy of Joudpore, have already acceded to it, and in all pw7— it will be 


formidable enough to divert the attention of Scindia from his great objects at the 's durbar, 
and in the Doab. 
J have the honour to be, &c. 
Lucknow, 2 5 n __ Sir, &cc. &c. 
d May, 1785. Signed) W. PALMER | | 
OW A OS Agent from the G. G. at the Ct of the 


; Nabob V 1zier . 


Major Palmer having aſſured the Board, in the foregoing to their Secretary, that the Vizier 
will moſt chearfully conſent that Allahabad, and any other of his forts, ſhall be garriſoned by 
the Company's troops whenever they ſhall judge it expedient for the better ſecurity of his coun- 
try; and the Board heing yetof opinion, notwithſtanding the favourable change that has lately 
taken place in the face of aifairs in the Upper Country, that it is of great importance to put the 
fort of Allahabad into a proper ſtate of defence, and that it ſhould be garriſoned, at leaſt in part, 
by the Company's troops; the Governor General takes occaſion to lay hefore the Board the fol- 
lowing Propoſal, which he has received from Colonel Ironſide, for the better fortifying that 
poſt. | | 


On the Fortreſs of Allahabad, 


Our armies have for a ſeries of years been continually croſſing a canal aut from the Ganges to 
the Jumna (which inſulates the town and fortreſs of. Allahabad) without its even been known 
that ſuch a communication exiſted, During the few days I was laſt in this quarter, I caſually 
diſcovered, to my utter aftoniſhment, this canal, which Shujah Uldowlah cauſed to be excavated 
in 1764, either to obſtruct the enterprizes of the approaching Engliſh, or to impede the invaſions 
of the Abdallies, of both which he was then apprehenſive. | 


Of all the ſtrong holds I have met with in India, Allihabad appears to be the beſt calculated 
for a proviſionary magazine for a military ſtation for our frontier troops, and for their retreat in 
caſe of any untoward accident; poſſeſſing this, indeed, our forces would become little liable to 
check or repulſe. For it is obſerved, that troops always. advance and engage with more intrepi- 
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in the array of battle. 


In the midſt of a luxuriant plain, and at the confluence of two large rivers, ſtands this aſylum, 
not leſs. ſtrong by natural poſition than fortified by art; but above all, happily ſituated for the pro- 


viſion of both dry and green forage (the environs being fertile beyond imagination) as well as the 


ſafe and eaſy importation of all kinds of military ſtores. It ſeems to require at preſent little more 
to render it inacceſſible than its own ditch to be cleaned and deepened, ' The extremities of the 


ditch ſhould. be left uncut, for fear of inundation, and the interyals cloſed by two fraized re- 


doubts. The earth from the lunette and ditch would conſtitute an excellent glacis. By leaving 
the wall eight or ten feet, and clearing away all the internal buildings and rubbiſh, abundant ma- 
terials would be at hand to form a ſolid rampart, ſloped and turfed on the inſide for all commo- 
dious thatched lodgments, quarters, and barracks, alſo in preferable ſituations, and the place be 
thus rendered level, verdant, ſalubrious, cool, and comfortable for the reception (if expedient) 


of a whole brigade. _ 


To fraize the covert way, and render all the ground for a mile round a green open eſplanade, 


would be the whole extra required, and even the earth from thence collected contribute to elevate 


the glacis. 


For the execution of this deſign, the field eſtabliſhment of brigade workmen, aſſiſted by two 


or three hundred extra builders, would prove equal. I would undertake to perform it with this - 


inconſiderable aid; but ſhould there ariſe any unforeſeen, and unexpected charges, by the con- 
ſtruction of a ſmall ornamental pagoda of ſtone, at the concourſe of the Jumna and Ganges, as 
a ſanctuary for all the idols now in adoration there collectively, the toll at preſent levied on the 


pilgrims, from their librations, might ſoon be augmented and collected hy the Vizier, to au 


amount fully competent to defray the expence of every contingent repair and alteration. 


—— — 


— 


Agreed, That a copy of the foregoing plan be tranſmitted to the Commander in Chief, and 
Chief Engineer; and that their opinions be deſired of the work that ſhould be done, and the al- 
terations required, to render the fortreſs of Allababad defencible againſt any force that can appear 
before it, without ſubjeCting his Excellency the Vizier to any unneceſſary expence. 


——— — as 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultation, the 26th May, 1785. 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c, Members of the Supreme 
JO ES Council, Secret Departmeat, 55 | RE 


Gentlemen, | | 3 1 | Th 
I yeſterday received a letter from your Secretary, informing me that your Honourable Board, 
not withſtanding the favourable change that has taken place in the Upper Country, are ſtill of opi- 


nion that it is of great importance that the fort of Allahabad ſhould be put into a proper ſtate of 


defence, and that it ſhould be garriſoned, at leaſt in part, by the Honourable Company's troops; 


and encloſing to me a copy of a plan drawn up by Colonel Ironſide for the better fortifying that 


poſt, on which my opinion is requeſted, | 


I have already, in my letter to your Honourable Board of the 26th April, offered it as my opi- 


nion, that it would be ineligible to require poſſeſſion of the fort of Allahabad; that our troops 
can at all times be more uſefully employed in the field than garriſoning fortreſſes; that Allahabad 
in its preſent ſtate is, in caſe of any diſaſter to our troops, capable of affording them protection, 


and of holding out againſt a Mahratta, or any other country army. The works and alterations 
deſigned by Col. Ironſide would certainly improve the place, as well in regard to its ſtrength as to 


its ſalubrity; but I have no conception that they could be performed in the manner he propoſes, on 
the contrary, am confident that in the execution of them would be expended many lacks of rupees, and 
the preſervation of them afterwards would be a conſtant ſource of expence. 


If, however, the Board are come to the reſolution of putting this fort into a complete ſtate 


of defence, and of a convenience for the reception of a garriſon of Engliſh troops, (to which I 


muſt again repeat) the Nabob's conſent will not be eaſily gained, I have to recommend, in order 


that a work of ſuch magnitude and importance may not be undertaken without the beſt inform- 
Al mation 


dity and confidence when they know that their tear is covered. | Hence the origin of ſecond lines 
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tion, that two experienced engineers be ſent to ſurvey and examine the fort, and to give the 
opinion of the expence that will be incurred by executing Colonel. Ironſide's deſign, or to 
prepare and ſubmit for inſpection plans of their own. Colonel Watſon's opinion ſhould alſo be 
required on a propoſition of this ſort, appertaining to his department as chiet engineer, 


The fort of Allahabad is of very large extent, near, I ſuppoſe, two miles round, the high walls 
are built entirely of ſtone, with battlements, according to the old method of fortification, except 
a few baſtions, which were new-modelled by the late Major Bruce, at the deſire of the late Nabob, 
in 1773. To take away the battlements, and to lower the walls, as Colonel Ironſide propoſes, 
would of itſelf be an expence that he does not ſeem aware of; but to form a ſolid rampart in the 
inſide, ſloped and turfed, to erect commodious lodgements, quarters, and barracks; to deepen 
and clear the ditch, and raiſe a proper glacis ; and by this means modernize the fort, are under- 
takings of vaſt expence and labour, and which I cannot, in the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of the 
Company's and Nabob's atfairs, at any rate recommend. | 


I ſhall conclude this letter with the following obſervation, that our power and authority in 
this country can only be maintained whillt we are able to oppoſe the enemy in the field: It is 
true that our army in the upper provinces might receive a ſudden check, and be obliged for a 
ſhort time to ſeek protection within the walls of a fort, which I have already ſaid, Allahabad in 
its preſent ſtate is fit to afford; but if ever we are compelled to have recourſe to, and reſt our 
ſecurity in fortified places, capable of ſuſtaining long and regular ſeiges, our force muſt then be 
reduced to ſo low a ſtate, as to threaten the total expulſion of the Britiſh nation from 
Hindoſtan, 1 
I have the Honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient 
10 May 1785. humble Servant. 


(Signed) G. 8 TIB BERT. 


— — — _—__— 


— — 


The Board agree with the Commander in Chief in the opinion which he has expreſſed, that our 
beſt ſecurity in time of war is in oppoſing the enemy in the field; but the neceſſity of having a 
ſtfong poſt to reſort to in the event of any ſudden check, not only for the ſake of the protecting 
that ſuch poſt would afford, but that time may be given for collecting troops, and regaining 
that authority and credit which would have been in a great degree loſt by an adverſe ſtroke of 
fortune, induces the Board to perſevere in their conviction of the great importance of having 
Allahabad in a proper ſtate of defence, which they believe not to be this caſe at preſent, and 
garriſoning it with the Company's troops. The chief engineer's opinion has been lately deſired on 
Colonel Ironſide's plan for reparing this fortreſs, 


To the Vizier: Written 12th May 1785. 


As the two Roſſallahs of cavalry which are now in your county are the only corps of cavalry in 
the ſervice of the Company, and may be eſſentially uſeful in your dominions, I am to requeſt 
your permiſſion to debit you for them while they have been in your country, and to continue the 
ſame while they remain in it. I muſt alſo make a ſimilar requeſt with reſpect to the Company 
of Chafſuſort ordered from Chuargur to Cawnpore. 


To Hyder Beg Khan Huſſun Baza Khan, of the ſame Tenor and Date. 


1 


To the Vizier: Written 12th May 178 Ge 


I have pleaſure to acknowledee the receipt of your two letters, containing requeſts that you 
may berelieved as much as poſſible from expence for the gentlemen ſtationed at Lucknow, This 
is a matter full of important benefits. and I have attended to your wiſhes therein : Accordingly 
ſome arrangements have been already reſolved on, the particulars of which will be communicated 
to you by Major Palmer. | 


To Hyder Beg Khan, and Huſſen Beza Khan, of the ſame tenor and date, 
To the Nawab Vizier: Written 19th May 1785. 


I have had the honour of receiving your Highneſs's laſt letter of the 10th May: It has given 
me real ſatisfaction. Your Highneſs has on every occaſion ſhewn a ſpirit worthy of your high 
tuation 
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fituation and illuſtrious deſcent, and this is not the firſt occaſion in which you have united that ; 
ſpitited diſpoſition of mind with ſtrong attachttient to the Company and their repreſentatives in ' 
India. f | 


Your conduct, in going to the aid of Governor General Haſtings, during the troubles of Be- 
nares, made a laſting and favourable impreſſion on my mind, and your offers to proceed now, at 
the head of your own and the ä forces in "wer country, to reſent any indignity that may 
be offered, raiſes my eſteem for your Highneſs to the higheſt degree. 


I know that your Highneſs means this friendly offer from your heart; and ſhould a proper oc- 
caſion offer, I will certainly agree to your propoſal with readinefs : I will mention it in the moſt 
favourable mariner to the Company, and to the miniſters of my ſovereign. who will not fail to 
give the King of England a full impreſſion of your Highneſs's attachment to the Engliſh. 

At preſent I have every reaſon to believe that neither Scindia nor Shah Allum will deviate from 
the moſt friendly declarations which they have recently made to me, diſavowing any idea of diſ- 
ſatisfaction towards your Highneſs or the Engliſh. 


Your own troops, under proper management and diſcipline, and the Engliſh brigades, ani- 
mated by the influence of your Highneſs's attachment to this government, are fully ſufficient to 
command the reſpect of all the powers of Indoſtan united; and as it is neither my own diſpoſition, 
nor that of your Highneſs, to diſturb r or offend our allies, ſo I truſt the 
peace of your dotninions will be long eſtabliſhed, Major Palmer will mention other particulars 
relative to our military ſecurity. I am highly pleaſed with the zeal which your miniſters have 
ſhewn towards your own and the Company's government on this late occaſion, 


_— ww 7; „ 


— 


To Hyder Beg Khan: Written 19th May 1785. 


Ihave received your laſt letter [recapitulate the contents] which gave me great ſatisfaction. His 
Highneſs may be aſſured, that this voluntary offer from his friendſhip is moſt pleaſing to me, as I 
am convinced that it came from his heart ; and when a proper occaſion offers I will certainly agree 
to his propoſal, What J have written to his Highneſs, you may conſider as equally addreſſed to 
yourſelf, Major Palmer will inform you of further particulars, | 


| The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from the Aſſiſtant to the Accomptant 
at Lucknow. | 
Edward Hay, Eſquire. 
Sir, 
I am favoured with your letter, end its ſeveral encloſures, under date the 5th ultimo. 


In obedience to the Honourable Board's commands, I have addreſſed the Vizier reſpecting the 


additional ſum to be charged to him on account of the Candahar cavalry, and allo on the ſubject - 
of the demands made on him by Majors Lumſdaine and Gilpin, I will do myſelf the pleaſure of 


tranſmitting to you his Excellency's anſwer the inſtant it is communicated to me, 
| I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
Lucktiow, Aſſiſt Acct at Lucknow. 
May 3d 1785. 


— 1 


— —_ 


Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
Sir, | 
I requeſt the favour of your laying before the Honourable Board the accompanying treaſury, and 
Nabob Vizier's are forthe =. Ir of April 1785. p | 9 * 
am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
| humble Servant, 
(Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
Accomptant's Office, Aſſt Acct at Lucknow. 
Lucknow, 8th May-178s5. | 


Ordered, That the accounts ineloſed in the foregoing letter be entered after the conſultation, 
TFEASURY 


and that copies thereof be ſent to the Accomptant General. 


TREASURY ACCOUNT of the Accomptant at Lucknow, 


from the 1ſt to the yoth of April 1989, or from the 6th of the Taterealary Chovwnoknt ico . 
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OKI F. I. I. K. 
TRE * Ant Accot at Luc 


(Signed) 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 14th June, 178. 
Governor General, 


I beg leave to lay before the Board a letter which I have received from Major Palmer. 


The Board will recollect the letters that are recorded in Conſultation 26th April, from 
the Vizier and his acting miniſter. F 


I communicated to Major Palmer my diſlatisfaction at the contents of theſe letters, which 


were in the nature of a charge againſt this Government for breach of the engagements made 
with the Vizier, 


Such a charge was ill-founded;z and a {imple reference to Rajah Govind Ram's letters is 
ſufficient to prove it ſo: Rajah Govind Ram ſtates it as his own opinion, that it would be 
agreeable to this Government that the Vizier ſhould, of his own accord, offer to pay the 
expence of Sir John Cumming's detachment. The truth is, that the Company have not 
funds to pay ſuch expence; and as the detachment, which is maintained for the Vizier's 
ſervice, is abſolutely neceſſary for the ſecurity of his dominions, and has been lately of very 


eſſential uſe, it ſeems molt reaſonable that the charges attending it ſhould be defrayed by his 
Excellency. 


I hope that the Vizier's funds will enable him to do ſo, more eſpecially as the reduction 
which has lately been effeged by this Government, in the allowances granted by his Excellency 


to the ſervants of the Company in his country, gives him an additional reſource of more than 
ten lacks of rupees per annum. 


I formerly intimated to the members of the Board my intention of allowing Major Palmer 
to reſign his office at Lucknow, whenever he ſhould think proper; and their wiſhes 
concurred with my own, that the ſucceſſion to it ſhould be veſted in Lieutenant Colonel 
Harper, a gentieman of experience and ability, reſpected for the integrity of his char icter, 


and eſteemed by the Vizier. I have accordingly appointed him my Agent at the Court of 
Lucknow. 


The Board will obſerve from Major Palmer's letter now recorded, that he propoſes to leave 
Lucknow very ſoon. N 


I have been further guided in my nomination of Lieutenant Colonel Harper to this truſt by 
the approbation which the members of the Board gave to a military plan for the ſecurity of 
the Vizier's country, which Colonel Harper ſubmitted to them individually, before he 
went to the Upper Provinces; and to ſupport which the office of agent from the Governor 


General will give him particular influence, and the beſt opportunities of affording it public 
effect, 


The letters, announcing to the Vizier Colonel Harper's nomination to this temporary appoint- 


ment, will be regularly laid before the Board; and it is with particular pleaſure that I avail my- 


ſelf of the preſent occaſion in favour of Lieutenant Colonel Harper, to teſtify to the Board, and 


to the Company, what I think due to the merit of an officer, who was not recommended to me, 


nor connected with me; but whom, upon account of his former ſervices to the Company, 
and the well-known ſatisfaction which his conduct gave to the Nabob of Oude, in the time of 


the late Sujah ul Nowlah, I have thought it my duty to ſelect for this truſt, in preference 


to others who had claims to my fupport, and were nearly intereſted in the ſucceſs of my ad- 
miniſtration. I have been further induced to this choice, as it is moſt conſiſtent with the ſpirit 
of the agreement that was made by Mr. Haſtings with the Vizier in 1784; indeed I may add, 
that the Vizier has made a particular requeſt to me, that, if Major Palmer left Lucknow, Colonel 
Harper ſhould be his ſucceſſor. 


* 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor General, &c. &c. Fort William. 


Sir, 
The day after T had the honour to receive your letter of the 8th inſtant, I was ſeized with a 
violent fever, which, from that day to this, has rendered me totally incapable of any application 


It 


to buſineſs. 


(3c 0) 


It has given me great uneaſineſs to learn, that the Nabob's anſwer to the repreſentations from 
you, made through Govind Ram, ſhould have made an unfavourable impreſſion upon your mind of 
the intention either of the Nabob or myſelf: I can aſſert, that no ſuch effect was expected from 
it, I muſt confeſs that the ſurpriſe which yourlelf and the Board have expreſſed at his Excel. 
lency's anſwer, is to me unaccountable, It was not poſſible the Vizier could avoid being alar- 
med at the intimation of a demand for the diſcharge of the diſburſements of the Futty Ghur 
detachment, after he had been publicly and recently informed of the ſolemn renunciation of it 
made in council for the preſent year; and after having aſſigned three-fifths of his whole revenue 
to the complete diicharge of his debt to the Company, and to relieve them in their neceſſities, 
The Nabob trufted to the faith of the public engagements, and to the ſenſe which the Members 
of the Board would entertain of this great exertion which he had made for the intereſts of the 
Company, and the credit of their adininiftration, not only for exemption of any further de- 
mands, but for every indulgence in their power to ſhew him towards the relief of his funds 
I underſtood it to be the idea of yourſelf and Mr. Haſtings, that my continuation in office at 
Lucknow ſhould be conſidered by the Vizier as an additional ſecurity or pledge of a firm adhe- 
rence, on the part of our Government, to the engagements which he had entered into with the 
late Governor General, and for the ſupport of his miniſters in the execution of them, It was 
therefore with great concern that J obſeryed, from the letter of Govind Ram, a with on your 
part to extend the demands of the years in the very inſtance which had been ſpecifitally provided 
againſt by a ſubſequent act of the Board; and my concern upon this occaſion is conſiderably in- 
creaſed by your opinton expreſſed to me of the propriety of the demand, and the probability 
that it will be publicly made. I am entirely unacquainted with any circumſtance which can 
have occaſioned any change in the ſtate of the propoſition reſpecting the Futty Ghur detach- 
ment, fince the 14th January; when it was reſolved in Council to continue the detachment, 
but to jutpend the charge of it to the Vizier, until the receipt of orders from the Company. 
The purpofe of retaining the detachment was to protect the Vizier's dominions againſt the 
attempts of his enemies: And, whether this ſervice was performed by obviating or repelling 
ſuch attempts, no claim can be thereby eſtabliſhed, in contradiction to a renunciation made 
under the ex pectation of ſuch ſervice, .and without any proviſion expreſſed for it. Viewing the 
requiſition in theſe lights, and conſidering myſelf, as I have ſaid above, placed here to encourage 
in the Vizier a firm reliance on the good faith of our Government, and in the moderation of 
your perſonal character, I could not with conſiſtency oppoſe the repreſentations which his 
F-xcellency thought it indifpenfable to make in vindication of his rights, and to engage your 
{upport of them, His appeal was made perſonally to yourſelf, as was particularly expreſſed in 
it; and conſequently could not mean to inſinuate to your colleagues, or to the public, any ap- 


Q 


prehenſions of your intention to depart from the public engagements, 


The only material ſubject, beſides the above, which I have ſeen in Rajah Govind Ram's 
letters, was that of your having complained that the ſtated kiſts for the liquidation of the 
Nabob's debt to the G had not been regularly diſcharged: and that, unſeſs they ſhould 
be fo in future, you ſhould be obliged to fend Mr. Briſtow, or ſome other Reſident, to 
Lucknow; as the abolition of that gentleman's office had been upon the expreſs condition of 
punQuality in this article, and for which Mr. Haſtings made himſelf reſponſible. As you 
had received information from me, before this converſation paſſed with Rajah Govind' Ram, 
that the kiſts had been and continued to be paid with great exactneſs, and Rajah Govind 
Ram did not ftate in his letters, to what particular kiſts you alluded, the Vizier could 
attribute to no other than the milrepreſentation of intereſted perſons, your reproach of 
failure on this head; and when this reproach was combined with the name of Mr, Briſ- 
tow, it carried an air of unkindneſs under which it was impoſſible for him to be either eaſy 
or ent, 


With reſpect to the time of payment of bills drawn upon Calcutta, it was ſettled by the late 
Governor General; and, I believe, conformable to the practice of the bankers. 


I have no where ſeen, in the letters of the Rajah Govind Ram to his Excellency, that it was 
your defire he ſhould refer to me alone for the explanation of your ſentiments, as contained in 
your public letters, : 


If the actual expence incurred by the Company for the troops ſtationed for the protection of 
the Vizier's dominions, exceeds the ſubſidy paid for them by his Excellency, it ought not in 
any ſhape to be aſcribed to a neceſſity of hervies performed for him: the ſubſidy is eſtimated 
much higher than the actual expences of the eſtabliſhments exiſting when it was made. An 
amazing increaſe of officers has ſince taken place; and the ſupernumeraries have been crowded 
upon the ſtations within his dominions, while there have been great deficiencies in the number 
of privates, particularly of Europeans. | | oy 

| Our 


( got 1 


' Your reductions in the allowances granted by the Vizier, to the gentlemen at Lucknow, will 
be highly acceptable, and a great relief to his Excellency's finances. 


As I have mein Luce of opinion, that the affairs of government at this court might be 
moſt advantageouſly conducted by an agent known to poſſeſs not only your public confidence, 
but alſo. your. private friendſhip ;, as I have noi intuntion toi engage im public: buſineſs after the 
departure of Mr. Haſtings, it has been always my wiſhitp» be: relieved; fram:thiaſtationg whenever 
you ſhould think my ſervices might be diſpenſed with: I have frequently told you fo, to relieve 
you from any embarraſſment which delicacy tawards me might Jay you under. But as I was 
reſolved to ſacrifice every perfenal confideratior to the opinion which yourſelf and Mr, Haſtings 
had entertained, that my continuance in office might be productive of public benefit, I. had not 
expreſſed any wiſh to be removed. at this particulac, time; nor was. it. my. intention to have de- 
fired leave to retire, until the arrangements. formed by Mr, Haſtings, had terminated. It; is, 
however, perfectly agreeable to me to retire at this time; and I have, in conſequence of your 
deſire, ſent for Colonel Harper, and acquainted him with my intention to leave Lucknow as 
ſoon as I am in a ſituation to travel, and can adjuſt ſome 1 affairs. I hope that neither 
of theſe conſiderations will detain me beyond the firſt of July; for it is my earneſt wiſh to get 
away as ſoon as poſſible. 


I do not think that you could have made à more judicious choice of an agent than Cofonel 
Harper, nor one more acceptable to the Vizier and his miniſters, | | 


I am convinced that you will find the ſincereſt diſpoſition in the Nabob Vizier, and his ſer- 
vants, to promote the intereſts of the Company, and the honour of your adminuſtcation, 


For my own part, I ſincerely lament that I am eee ſituated, as to render it unavoid- 
able that I muſt either appear to oppoſe the-views of my employers, or to act contrary to my 
own ſenſe of juſtice. | | 


I have the honour to be, 


Lucknow, Re, Sir, 
31 May 1785. Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 


WM PALMER, 


The members of the Board entertain an high opinion of Lieutenant Cotonel Harper; and t 
have an entire confidence in his abilities and integrity, They approve of the principle on whic 
the Governor General has nominated this gentleman to be his agent at Lucknow ; and they are 
Hopeful that the other object, which the Board had in contemplation for Lieutenant Colonel 


Harper, will be forwarded by this appointment. The Board wait the orders of the Company 
for the regulation of affairs in the Vizier's country. 


— 
1 


| The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from the Reſident at Benares, 


1 To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary to the Secret Department. 
Sir, | 
T have received the honour of your letter of the 12th ultimo, communicating the orders of 


the Honourable Board, by which the amount of the Nabob Saad UI Ally Cawn's ſtipend is in 
future reſtricted to rupees 16,666. 10. 8, per month. 


I beg you will pleaſe to inform the Honourable Board, that I never received any inſtruction 
whatever from the late Governor General on this ſubject. 


Tam, 
Benares, Sir, 
1ſt June 1785. Your very obedient ſervant, 
gs F, G 


Rest. 


Agreed, That the over-payment to Saad Ally Cawn be flated to the Vizier, and that he be 
eſted to permit the amount thereof to be carried to his Excellency's debit, agreeable to the 
reſolutions of the 12th ultimo. 7 


Vor. IV. 4 G EXTRACT 
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Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 28th June 1786. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from the Aſſiſtant to the Accountant 
at Lucknow, and the accounts encloſed in it. | | biel, 


To Edward Hay, Eſquire, Secretary. 
Sir, | | 4, 
I requeſt the favour of your laying before the Honourable Board the accompanying Treaſury 
and Nabob Vizier's Accounts for the month of May, 1785, wg 


I am, 
Sir, | 
Accomptant's office, Lucknow, Your moſt obedient 
8h June 1785. | humble Servant, 
| (Signed) TREVOR WHELER, 
| | Pod: avs Aſst Acct at Lucknow, 


4 


; Ordered, That the accounts mentioned in the foregoing letter be entered after the con- 
tations | | | | | | 


hm * 


Read the following letters received, and ſent and entered in the books of ' the Perſian 
correſpondence. | \ | | 


= To the Vizier: written 12th May 178 5. 


As the two roſſalas of cavalry, which are now in your country, are the only corps of cavalry 
in the ſervice of the Company, and may be eſſentially uſeful in your dominions, I am to requeit 
your permiſſion to debit you for them while they have been in your country, and to continue 
the ſame while they remain in it. I muſt alſo make a ſimilar requeſt with reſpect to the Com- 
pany of chaſſeurs ordered from Chunargur to Cawnpore. 0 | | 


To Hyder Beg Khan and Huſſen Reza Khan; of the ſame tenor and date. 


— 
— 


From the Vizier: received 21ſt June 1785. 


I have had the pleafure to receive your letter; your order, that two roſſalas of horſe, are 
ftationed by the Company to watch and d-fend my country, and the concerns of my govern- 
ment; and that, from their remaining, my dominions will be protected, and my concerns bene 
fited ; and that, from the day of the ſaid roſſalas being fixed in my country, as long as they may 
remain there, the expence of their pay ſhould be written in my accounts; that at this time, a 
company of Europeans, which was at Chunar, has been added to the brigade at Cawnpore ; and 
that, whilſt they ſhall continue with the troops of Cawnpore, their pay allo ſhould be iſſued from 
my Sircar, and written in my accounts. — My friend, I am in every reſpe& deſirous of your 
ſatisfaction, and on theſe points I can make no oppoſition to the manner which you direct; what- 
ever may be your will, I agree to it: I will pay it in the year 1193.— The particulars of my 
diſtreſſes are well known to you, and you have been favourable for the reduction of my ex- 
pences : I hope that you will not order an increaſe of expence. My property. and country are 
the ſame as the Company's Sircar, there is no difference; and the protection of my country and 
of the concerns of my government, is effected through the bleſſing of God, and the friendſhip of 
the Company; it d oes not depend upon two roſſalas of horſe, and a company of European ſol- 
diers, becaule there are in the brigade of Cawnpore, two battalions of Europeans, whoſe pay is 
idued by me with the pay of the brigade. I am in all reſpects hopeful of your favour. At pre- 


ſent I can make no excules, becauſe it might occur to your mind that I do not chuſe to obey 
your 
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your will : their aſſignments ſhall be given in the year 1193. In future, turning your eye to 
the relief of my ſituation, be favourable in a proper manner, that ſuch expences may not be put 
upon me. | | . 


1 


— 


| 


From Hyder Beg Khan : received 21ſt June 1785. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter, about the two roſſalas of horſe and the 
company of chaſſeurs. My protector, his Highneſs, is obedient to your will, and ready to exe- 
cute your orders; and from your favours he hopes relief from his ſituation. Whatever you. 
will order, he will execute. Every particular will be fully learnt from his Highneſs's letter which 
is ſent, I am under your orders and commands, and conſider obedience, in every thing which 


you.may order, to be my happineſs and advantage, I am hopeful that I may be honoured with 
letters of kindneſs, | | 


To the Nauvab Vizier : written 19th May 1785. 


I have had the honour of receiving your Highneſs laſt letter of the roth May. It has given 
me real ſatisfaction, that your Highneſs has, on every occaſion, ſhewn a ſpirit worthy of your 
high ſituation and illuſtrious deſcent ; and this is not the firſt occaſion in which you have united 
that ſpirited diſpoſition of mind with {ſtrong attachment to the Company and their repreſenta- 
tives in India, | PE 


Your conduct in going to the aid of Governor General Haſtings, during the troubles of Be- 
nares, made. a laſting and favourable impreſſion on my mind; and your offer to proceed now, at 
the head of your own and the Company's forces in your country, to reſent any indignity that 
may be offered, raiſes my eſteem for your Highneſs to the higheſt degree, I 


I know that your Highneſs means this friendly offer from your heart; and, ſhould a proper 
occaſion offer, i will certainly agree to your propoſal with readineſs. I will mention it in the 
moſt favourable terms to the Company, and the miniſter of my ſovereign, who will not fail to 
give the King of England a full impreſſion of your Highnels's attachment to the Engliſh, 


At preſent, I have every reaſon” to believe, that neither SinFia nor Shaw Allum will deviate 
from the moſt friendly declarations, which they have recently made to me, diſavowing any idea of 
diſſatisfaction towards your Highneſs or the Engliſh. 


Your own troops, under proper diſcipline, and the 1 brigades, animated by the influence 
of your Highneſs's attachment to this government, are fully ſufficient to command the reſpect 
of all the powers of Indoſtan united; and as it is neither my own diſpoſition, nor that of your 
Highneſs, to diſturb neighbouring powers, or offend our allies, ſo I truſt that the peace of 
your dominions will be Jong eſtabliſhed. Major Palmer will mention other particulars relative 
to our military ſecurity. I am highly pleaſed with the zeal which your miniſters have mewn 
towards your own and the Company's government, on this late occaſion, 1 

f * 

4 


' To Hyder Beg Khan: written 19th May 85. 


J have received your laſt letter [ recapitulate the contents] which gave me great ſatisfaction, 
His Highneſs may be aſſured, that this voluntary offer from his friendſhip, is moſt pleaſing to 
me, as I am convinced it came from his keart; and when a proper occaſion offers, I will cer- 
tainly agree to his propoſal. What I have written to his Highnels, you may conſider as equally 
addreſſed to yourſelf, Major Palmer will inform you of further particulars, 


TREASURY 
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* | 
EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 23d July 1785. 


Par, 40. Your Governor General laid before us on the 14th ultimo a letter which he had re- 
ceived from Major Palmer, dated the 30th May. The ſubject of it will be fully detailed in our 
next advices, Major Palmer communicated his purpoſe of leaving Lucknow ſoon ; and the Go- 
vernor General acquainted us, that he had appointed Lieutenant Colonel Gabriel Harper to be 
his agent at the court of Lucknow. "The Governor General had formerly intimated to us indi- 
vidually his intention of allowing Major Palmer to reſign his office at Lucknow, whenever he 
ſhould think proper; and our wiſhes concurred with his own, that. the ſucceſſion to it ſhould be 
veſted pro tempore in Lieutenant Colonel Harper, a gentleman of experience and ability, reſpected 
for the integrity of his character, and not only eſteemed by the Vizier, but the expreſs object of 
his Excellency's requeſt, that he ſhould ſucceed Major Palmer. There were further reaſons, 
which will be hereafter communicated to your Honourable Court, for this ſelection of Liæutenant 
Colonel Harper for the truſt delegated to him. The agreement made by your late Governor Ge- 
neral with the Nabob Vizier, and yet in force, precluded the appointment of a public miniſter _ 
from this government at Lucknow. The allowances to Lieutenant Colonel Harper are limited 
to thoſe to which Major Palmer's were lately reduced; viz: Sonat R5 2,988 per menſem. 


41. The balance due to the Company from the Nabob Vizier amounted, on the 31ſt of May 
laſt, to Fyzabad 16 ſun ſicca rupees 34,28, 396. O. 1. 


42. An arrangement has been made for the liquidation of your debt to Gopaul Doſs Saw, and 
Kiſſen Chund, contracted by the Reſident at the V izier's court in 1783, and now amounting to 
current rupees 2, 93,923. 11. 8. | 


— — — 


EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 31ſt July 1785. 


Par. 64. Towards the end of March laſt, ſome converſation paſſed between your Governor 
General and Rajah Govend Ram, the Vakeel of the Nabob Vizier at this preſidency, in which 
the Governor General ſuggeſted to him his wiſh that the Vizier might be punCtual in the pay- 
ment of his kiſts, and urged the neceſſity of his being ſo, as well as the poſſible conſequences of 
the reverſe ; and he intimated alſo the pleaſure he would receive, if a voluntary offer were made 
by the Vizier to defray the charge of your detachment under Colonel Sir John Cumming. The 
particulars of this converſation appear on our proceedings of the 26th of April, as written b 
Rajali Govind Ram to the Vizier and his miniſters, and laid before the Board by your Governor 
General, who deſired them from the Vakeel, in conſequence of his having received letters from 


the Nabob and Major Palmer, in which it appears that ſome offence had been taken at their con- 


rents, and a charge implied againſt this government of breach of the engagements with his Ex- 


cCellency. The charge being without foundation, the circumſtance is no otherwiſe deſerving of 


ſerious notice, than that it may lead to a ſuppoſition in others, which Major Palmer appears to 
have entertained, that your Governor General had been deficient in fairneſs of conduct to the 
Nabob Vizier, which we are very ſure was very far from his intention; and as it appears to have 


been the primary cauſe which influenced an alteration that has lately taken place iu the manage- 


ment of your intereſts at the court of Lucknow. 


65. A ſecond letter was received by your Governor General from Major Palmer, in which he 
takes notice of the Governor's anſwer to the Vizier's letter, alluded to in the foregoing paragraph, 
and offers his remarks on it with freedom; perhaps it may appear to you with a freedom not to- 
tally warranted by his relation to the ſervice and to this government; certainly not by the occaſion. 
Major Palmer's obſervations were prefatory to a repetition of the wiſh he had before exppreſled, 
to be reheved from his ſtation whenever the Governor General ſhould think that his ſervices 
might be diſpenſed with. He obſerved, that he had not declared his wiſh to be removed at this 
your po time, nor was it his intention to have deſired leave to retire until the arrangements 

ormed by Mr, Haſtings had terminated; that it was, however, perfectly agreeable to him to re- 

tire now: and, in conſequence of the Governor General's defire, he had ſent for Colonel Harper, 
and acquainted him with his intention to leave Lucknow as ſoon as he was in a ſituation to travel, 
and could adjuſt fome neceſſary affairs, ; 


Par, 66, Your Governor General had formerly intimated to us, individually, his intention to 
allow Major Palmer to reſign his office at Lucknow, whenever he ſhould think proper; and our 
withes concurred with his, that the ſucceſſion to it ſhould be veſted in Lieutenant Colonel Harper, 
a gentleman of experience and abilities, reſpected for the integrity of his character, and eſteemed 


by the Nabob Vizier and the principal men in his court. 
Wo 


e. 5 


We were informed, on the 14th ultimo, that your Governor General had accordingly appointed 
Lieutenant Colonel Harper his agent at the court of Lucknow, | | | 


67. Your Governor General was further guided in his nomination of Lieutenant Colonel Har- 

r to this truſt, by the approbation which we had given to a military plan tor the ſecurity of the 
Vizier's country, which Colonel Harper ſu>mitted to us individually before he went to the upper 
provinces; and to ſupport which, the office of agent from the Governor General would give him 
particular influence, and the beſt opportunities of affording it public effect. 


68. The Governor General availed himſelf of the occaſion that offered, on his announcing to 
us the appointment of Lieutenant Colonel Harper, to teſtify to the Board, and to your Honour- 
able Court, what he thought due to the merits of an officer who was not — to nor con- 
nected with him; but whom, upon his former ſervices to the Company, and the well-known ſa- 
tisfaction which his conduct gave to the Nabob of Oude, in the time of the late Soujah ul Dow- 
lah, he had thought it his duty to ſelect for this truſt, in preference to others whoqhad claims to 
his ſupport, and were nearly intereſted in the ſucceſs of his adminiſtration. He was further in- 
duced to this choice, as it was moſt conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the agreement that was made by 
Mr. Haſtings with the Vizier in 1784; and becauſe his Excellency has made it his particular re- 
queſt, that, if Major Palmer left Lucknow, Colonel Harper ſhould be his ſucceſſor, 


69. We entertain an high opinion of Lieutenant Colonel Harper, and have an entire confi- 


dence in his ability and integrity. We approved of the principle on which the Governor General 


had nominated this gentleman to be his agent at Lucknow ; and we are hopeful that the other ab- 
ject, which we had in contemplation for Colonel Harper, will be forwarded by this appointment. 
We wait your orders for the regulation of affairs in the Vizier's country, 


71. We have the honovr to refer you to our conſultation of April $ for an account ſhewing 
the amount of the Nabob V izier's debt to the Company, at the end of February 1784, and how 
far it has bzen increaſed or diminiſhed, according to the lateſt information received by your Ac- 
comptant General on the 16th February 1785. 


72. Your Accomptant General having informed us that the ſums to be charged to the account 
of, and received from, his Excellency the Vizier, for the expence of the troops ſerving in his do- 
minions, mult very materially affect the eſtimate of the probable reſources and diſburſements of 


this government, and requeſted that we would inform him of the amount at which he might eſti- | 


mate thoſe for the year 1785-6, if thoſe at which they were eſtimated for 1784-5 might not be 
adopted on forming the eſtimate of the enſuing year of accoum—we were of opinion that there 
could be no douht of the propriety of debiting the Nabob Y izier, for the year 178 6, for the bri- 
gade at Cawnpore and the regiment at Lucknow; though there might be bod with reſpect to the 
_ propriety of debiting his Excellency for the expence of the detachment under Colonel Sir fohn 

Cumming for that year, if, from appearances in the upper provinces, there was not a likelihood 
that the ſervices of the detachment would be required. But as there was a probability of commo- 
tions, and as the Vizier had agreed to admit the charge of the detachment upon himſelf while a ne- 
ceſſity exiſted for it, we reſolved that it ſhould be entered in the eſtimate accordingly. 


73. On the return of your troops from the weſtern ſide of India, the two roſſalahs of horſe 
that ſerved with it were attached to the ſtation of Cawnpore and Futty Ghurr; and we reſolved, 
on the 27th February 1784, that an addition ſhould be made to the Nabob's ſubſidy for theſe 
troops. But, as nothing further decifive had paſſed upon the ſubject, your Governor General 
wrote to the Vizier for his permiſſion to debit his Excellency for three roſſalahs, while they had 
been in his country, and to continue the ſame while they ſhould remain in it: It was obſerved that 
this corps was the only corps of cavalry in the ſervice of the Company, and might be eſſentially 
uſeful in his Excellency's dominions. A ſimilar requeſt was alſo made with reſpe& to the Com- 
pany of chaſſeurs ordered from Chunargur to Cawnpore. | — | 


74. The Nabob Vizier has complied with theſe applications, but deſired that the amounts 
may be charged to him in the enſuing, not the preſent year, They will be charged accordingly, 


with other ſums diſburſed on his Excellency's account, for military ſervices performed in his 


country. 


75, Captain Norman Macleod having applied to us for his pay, and the diſburſements that he 
made while he had the charge of a body guard of your late Reſident at Lucknow, we ſent orders to 


the Accomptant at that ſtation to diſcharge the amount which was juſtly due to Capt. Macleod, 
and to paſs the ſame to the debit of the Vizier. : 


Monnawar 
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Monnawar Doſs, the ſon and vackeel of Gopaul Doſs, having repeatedly deſired payment of 
the amount borrowed from his father's houſe at Lucknow, on the Company's account, inthe year 
1782, by your late Reſident, we gave orders to our Secretary, aſſiſted by the Accomptant General 
and Sub-T reaſurer, to propoſe the beſt and eaſieſt mode of liquidating the debt to Gopaul Doſs, at 
Calcutta and Renares; obſerving, that the Company were not to be at a charge preferred by Mon- 
nawar Doſs for lo's on exchange. | | 


77. . Theſe gentlemen, in conſequenre, reported to us, that as they found by the repreſenta- 
tion which had been tranſmitted by the Accomptant at Lucknow, under date the 2oth March, 
that the whole of your funds at that place, not abſolutely neceſſary for the payment of your 
troops in the Vizier's dominions, were actually engaged to be remitted to Calcutta and Surat— 
and as the premium at which tlieſe were engaged to be remitted to Calcutta, and the loſs of in- 
tereſt by the diſtance of time at which they were payable after date, were' matters for which a 
compenſation would be required, the juſt amount of which your Secretary and Accomptant Ge- 
neral and Sub- Treaſurer were unable to determine with any degree of accuracy—they were of 
opinion, that the Reſident at Benares ſhould be directed to remit to Lucknow whatever balance 
might remain in his hands from time to time, until the debit to Gopaul Doſs ſhould be completely 
paid, making the remittances as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and upon terms moſt adyantageous to 
your intereſts ; and that orders ſhould be ſent to the Accomptant at Lucknow, to keep the Re- 
ſident at Benares well informed of the amount due on this claim. Their motives for this recom- 
mendation appear on our proceedings of the 12th May, » | 


78, We ordered that a ſtatement of Gopaul Doſs's claim, calculated to the end of Auguſt 
next, ſhould be ſent to the Reſident at Benares, and to the Accomptant at Lucknow; and that the 
Reſident at Benares ſhould remit to the Accomptant at Lucknow, at the moſt reaſonable rates of 
exchange, whatever balance may remain in his hands, from time to time, until all that is re- 
quired, with the aid of the under-mentioned bills from Lucknow, to diſcharge the debit to Go- 
paul Doſs, ſhall have been paid off. We directed alſo, that the Accomptant at Lucknow ſhould 
make over to Gopaul Doſs, or his order, the bills for ten lacks, that are to be granted on Cal- 
cutta, in the month of Behawdeen, by his Excellency the Vizier, if Gopaul Doſs ſhould be will- 
ing to accept the ſame; with an allowance too of three per cent. for the loſs of intereſt that will 
accrue by their not being payable'in.Calcutta until go days after date. 


79. The amount of Gopaul Doſs's claims amounts to the ſum of Lucknow ficca rupees 
13,01.055. 7. 6. excluſive of intereſt, | 3 


80. When this and other loans were taken up from the bankers, the Lucknow Haley ſicca 
rupees were valued in account at 5. 9. 3. per cent. below Fyzabad 16 ſun ficcas ; but as, in the 
month of May 1784, your late Governor General directed that the Lucknow Haley ficcas ſhould 
be valued in account as equal to Fyzabad 16 fun ſiccas, your Accomptant General acquainted us, 
that, if of theſe the ſame ſum was to be charged in the Lucknow accounts as was credited for 
them in Haley ſiccas, there would be a difference of Fyzabad 16 ſun ſiccas 71,919 2. . between 


the ſum for which the Lucknow treaſury accounts were debited for the receipts of the principal 


cf this loan, and that which they would be credited for the re-payment of it; and, as theſe were 
valued upon the Honourable Company's general books at 11 per cent. above current, the loſs 
which would appear upon this loan would be current rupees 79,820, 4. 6. We were of opinion 
that this loſs ſhould be borne by the Nabob Vizier; and we accordingly directed the Accomptant 
at Lucknow to debit his Excellency's account with it, after having apprized him of vur wiſhes on 
this ſubject, | | 


81. The attornies of Major James Brown having laid before us ſundry bills of diſburſements 
made by that gentleman, prior to the 1ſt February 1785, during his deputation to the court of 
Delhi, and deſired the diſcharge of them, we gave directions for paſting the ſame; and, as the ex- 
pence had been incurred before the departure of Mr. Haſtings from Bengal, we ordered that it q 
ſhould be placed to the account of Durbar charges, incurred during the adminiſtration of the late 
Governor General, Shed Hogg. | | | | | 91 | 

82, No alteration having appeared in the amount charged to have been paid to Mirza Saudet 
Ally, by the Refident at Benares, for the ſtipend aſſigned to him by his Excellency the Vizier, 
correſpondent to that which took place in the Lucknow accounts, 4 the 31ſt Auguſt 1784, 
when the ſum charged monthly tothe debit of his egos . account was reduced from Rs 25,000, 
to Rs 1,666, 10 8. in conſequence of an arrangement made by the late Governor General in the 
upper provinces—the Refident of Benares was directed to acquaint the Board with the inſtruc- 
tions which he received from Mr. Haſtings on this ſubject ; and at the ſame time to reſtrict the 
future payment of Saudit Ally's ſtipend in its reduced amount. 


B3. The 
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. B3, The Reſident acquainting us that he had received no inſtructions on this ſubject from the 
late Governor General, the circumſtances have been ſtated to the. Vizier, who has been informed 
that the overpayment made to Saudit Ally, Sicca Rs 66,666. 10. B. was not, in the Board's 
opinion, imputable to them; ſince we did not know of its exiſtence in proper time, and had 
actually ſtopped it as ſoon as we were informed of its continuance : And the Vizier was requeſted 
to allow the amount to be charged to his Excellency's debit, 77 | 


84. The Vizier's debit to the Company amouated, at the end of laſt month, to Fyzabad 
16 Sun Sicca Rupees 25,8 1,910. 9. — ee | 


* 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 13th January, 178. 


TIE following minute having been written for ſome time ſince, and communicated privately 
to the members ot the Board, the Governor General dgfires that it may be entered on the minutes 
of the 4th inſtant, as well as on theſe, that being day on which it underwent their In- 


ſpection. 
Agreed to, and ordered that the Secretary do enter the ſame accordingly, 


The Governor General, 1 4th January 1785. 


| The period is now arrived in which I muſt either verify the declaration which I have made and 
repeated to the Court of Directors, of my intention to relinquſh the ſervice, or ſuſpend the 
execution of it, if compelled to it on the grounds of ſuperior obligation. Theſe I ſhall now ſtate, 
and ſubmit my deſtiny to the juſtice and generoſity of my colleagues in the adminiſtration. In 
making this appeal, 1 ſhould be ſorry to have it aſcribed to any diſtruſt in the iſſue, having 
evinced the contrary by making the declaration to which I have above alluded, without any fuck 
reſerve or qualification, but I do it in performance of a ſolemn engagement, and with a conviction, 
that the ſecurity of a valuable portion of the Company's immediate and pecuniary interetts indiſ- 
penſably require it, | | | ; 
The Board will permit me to remind them, that on the 31ſt December 1783 they paſſed an 
unanimous reſolution, agreeing and declaring, that © the offer made by the Nabob Vizier, and 
„ his miniſter, to give the ſecurity of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility for the 
e payment of the balance due to the Company, and for the current demands of that year, ſhould 
be accepted, with the condition annexed, of the recall of Mr, Briſtow and Mr, Cowper, the 
« Governor General conſenting to be eſpecially anſwerable for the propriety of the meaſure;” and 
that in conſequence of the Board's having agreed that the Governor General ſhonld proceed to 
Lucknow, for the purpoſe of aſſiſting the Nabob Vizier in the means of diſcharging his engage- 
ments to-the Company, and the regulation of his government, they, on the 17th Pebrdary laſt, 
reſolved, That the Governor General ſhould be, and he was thereby inveſted with full power 
« and authority to concert and adjuſt, with the Nabob' Vizier, the means of diſcharging his 
« engagements to the Company; of reſtoring and ſecuring the peace, ſafety, and order of his 
« Government ; and of promoting the improvement of his revenue; and to ſupport the Nabob 
% Vizier with the authority of this government, in as full and ample manner as the Board could 
« empower him by an act of parliament of Great Britain, or by any of the orders of the Honour- 
« able Court of Directors; and to take all ſuch meaſures as he ſhould think neceſſary for the 
« accompliſhment of theſe ends.” eye | | 


L undertook the ſervice at a time, and under circumſtances, which to a mind liable to deſpond, 
would have ſuggeſted unſurmountable difficulties : Theſe I have minutely ſtated im my correſ- 
pondence with the Board; and my late report of the 20th September ſtates in what manner I have 
executed the truſt which I had undertaken.” 1 = | 


The engagements which I have obtained from the Nabob Vizier ceaſe with the cloſe of the 
next Fuſſillee year, or in September next, but the means of fulfilling them depend upon the 
uncharged and unmoleſted ſubſtance of many internal arrangements, which are mutually con- 
nected by a ſeries of five years from their formation, and that on the abſolute forbearance of this 
government from all preſent interference in his authority, and eſpecially in the controul and 
adminiſtration of his revenues, Ng E | | 
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* When 1 was on the eve of parting from him, I deemed it conſiſtent with the ſincerity of my 
own character, and neceſſary to prevent the conſequences of too abrupt an information, when- 
ever he might receive it, of the apparent deprivation of my ſupport, to acquaint him with the 
probable approach of my remoyal trom the ſervice, and at the ſame time I promiſed him that 1 
would on no account make it in my own act. without previouſly obtaining from the Board their 
promiſe of an entire and punCtual adherence to the engagements which I fad made with him on 
my own part individually, and on the behalf of the Board, in virtue of their exiſting engage- 
ments with me, which are contained.in the reſolution to which I have appealed in the introtduction 
of this minute, The ſame aſſurance I gave alſo to his miniſters, I toon after departed, leaving 
my Secretary, Major Palmer, as my perſonal repreſentative and agent with the Nabob Vizier, 
both for the encouragement of the Nabob and his miniſters, and for the means of urging them to 


the faithful diſcharge of their ſtipulated. payments, and Mr. Wombwell, the proper officer, in 
charge of the receipts. 


In conformity to the above engagements, I now make it my earneſt requeſt to the Board, that 
they will be pleaſed to record their reſolution to abide by the arrangements which 1 have made, 
and to notify the ſame for the ſatisfaction and aſſurance of the Nabob Vizier, and his miniſters, 
by an official letter to the Nabob Vizier from my eventual ſucceſſor, wich a promiſe that no de- 
viation ſhall be made from the ſaid arrangements, nor any perſon deputed to reſide at his court, 
but at his own ſpontaneous inclination, or any authority exerciſed within the limits of his de- 


minion. by the appointment and permiſſion of the Board, except ſuch as ſhall be required by the 


Nabob himſelf, for the military officers ſtationed for his defence, and the protection of his country 
until the concluſion of the preſent Fuſſulle year, or until the orders of the Court of Directors 
ſhall be received, in conſequence of the references which have been made to them, if ſuch 
orders ſhall either enjoin or authorize a different conduct. 


- 


2; | preſume that this requiſition is conſonant with the ſtricteſt of legal propriety, as the firſt de- 


legation of the truſt made to me in December laſt extends in its full force, as a reciprocal obli- 


gation, to the period which I have preſcribed; and as the act of a majority of the Board, which 
followed it from its legal obligation, on the whole neceſſarily includes and involves every engage- 


ment contracted under it and conformable to it, with the ſame force of an equal and permanent 
obligation. | 


Before I conclude, I deſire to obviate every poſſihle miſconception ↄf my object in the requi- 
ſition which I have made. I do not defire the Board, nor the members of it, individually, to 
approve what I have done; I only deſire them to ratify what I have done under a conſtitutional 
and legal authority, by their conſtitutional and. legal acquiefcence and confirmation of it; know- 


ing that without it the Nabob Vizier, and his miniſters, who are ignorant of the powers of the 


Board, and of the principles which give ſtability to its decided acts, which conclude that all the 
engagements contracted with them, by the only oſtenſible member of our government with whom 
by the forms of it they are connected, will be diſſolved on his removal from it: I make the pro- 
poſal with an anxiety natural to the importance af its iſſue, in the hope that it will prove the laſt 
act of my public life, and the laſt teſt which I ſhall exact from the Board of that ſpirit of mutual 
conciliation which no difference of opinion has yet been able wholly to extinguiſh, and which it 
is my moſt earneſt wiſh to preſerve, whether we are to be ſtill longer united in the fame ſervice, 
or whether we are to part, in our public capacities, for ever. . 15 | 


The following minute is delivered by Mr. Macpherſon and Mr. Stables: 


We have conſidered the very important and folemn propoſition which the Governor General 
has made to the Eoard: The very earneſt manner in which he has called upon us, as his col- 


leagues in the adminiſtration, and the great anxiety which he has expreſſed for the iſſue of our 


determination, oblige us to confine our ſentiments, on the preſent occaſion, to a Eloſe and explicit 
anſwer to the queſtion which he has been pleaſed to propoſe, 8 > 


The queſtion itſelf, as a propoſition for our adoption, is ſtated in full and clear terms: nor 
need we repeat the words. It is a propoſition founded upon ſpecific acts of this government 
which have already taken place, and, as members of the government, we have already committed 
our ſanction in its favour, by thoſe legal obligations which bind every member of the admini- 

tration to the acts of a Geeided majority, and that conſtitutional acquiefcence in the arrange- 
ments concluded between the Governor Coneral and the Nabob Vizier and his miniſters, and to 
which our ratification is required, on the liberal principal which the Governor General has 
ſpec;hel. | . | | ; 


We 
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We are ſenſible of the juſt and public grounds upon which it is proper and neceſſary that the 

Nabob Vizier ſhould be affured that arrangements concluded with him for the diſcharge of his 
debt to the Company, and the future regulation and encreaſe of his revenues, ſhould remain per- 
manent and binding vpon the Company's repreſentatives, independant of the continuance in 
office of the Governor General for the time, who had the delegated powers of the gaverament to 
conclude thoſe - arrangements; we are therefore willing and ready to adopt the mode which the 
Governor General has propoſed for-leaving the mind of the Vizier, as well as his miniſters, from 
all apprehenfion or uneaſineſs upon this ſubject. | | 


We are confident, at the ſame time, that the Governor General will. of his own accord, uſe 
his utmoſt influence ta convince the V izier and his miniſters of the neceſſity of a punctual perfor- 
mance of their engagements, ſo as ta preclude this governmeat from all interference in the 
controul and adminiſtration of his Excellency's revenues. Having acceded in ſo explicit a 
manner to the Governor GeneraPs propoſal, and having pledged our ſupport of arrangements; for 
the ſucceſsful iſſue -of which to the public, it is natural for the Governor General to carry an 
anxiety beyond the period he may wiſh to preſcribe to his own adminiſtration in this country; 
we further beg leave to aſſure him, that whether we are to be longer united with him in the 

ublic ſervice, or are ſoon to ſeparate, it is our eatneſt wiſh to preſerve unextinguiſhed, and 

mprove, that ſpirit of conciliation which is equally diCtated by our own ſenſe of public duty and 


our perſonal reſpect for the Governor Genetal., 
8") JOHN STABLES. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 14th January, 1735. 


HE Governor General requeſts the deciſion of the Board on a propoſition which he ſome 
time ſince ſubmitted to their conſideration; namely, that if it ſhall be their reſolution, on the 
arrival of the fox, which it has been ſuppaled may contain ſome orders reſpecting the force to be 
kept up in the provinces dependent on the Nabob of Owd, to retain the detachment now com- 
manded by Colonel Sir John Cummings in its preſent ſtation at Futty Ghur, or in any other 
part of the Nabob's dominions, the payment of his expences be not demanded from the Nabob 
Vizier during the courſe of this year, but the ſubject be generally referred to the Honourable 
Court of Directors, and a due time allowed for their anſwer and deciſion thereon to be received, 
for the regulation of that claim. The Governor General is the more anxious to receive the 
determination of the Board on the queſtion depending, becauſe he conceives it to be immediately 
connected with the object of his minute of the 4th inſtant ; for if the charge of that detachment, 
which has been eftimated at twenty-two: lacks and a half, but which wilt more probably amount 
to twenty-five lacks, ſhall be exacted from the Nabob Vizier in the courſe of the prefent year, it 
will not only be a breach of the engagements made with him by the Governor General, but 
exceed by the amount, whatever it may be, his ability to pay it, and the demand will produce 
the effect of a total abolition of the engagements now ſubſiſting with the Nabob 
Vizier, 


Reſpecting the queſtian of withdrawing or continuing the corps, the Governor General inform 
the * the Nabob Vizier has provided five battalions of ſepoys to replace Col. Cumming's 
detachment. Theſe have been lately completed, and properly equipped for the ſervice, under the 
direction of a very able officer, whom the Governor General left with the Nabob for that purpoſe, 
and for attendance on the Prince, with whom they are at preſent ſtationed as his guard; they are 
to attend the Prince as far as Futty Ghur, their deſtined Ration, and no further, as the Nabob 
cannot provide funds for raiſing an equivalent recruit to ſupp!y their place. "This officer is Captain 
Frith. The Governor General did not mention his appointment to the Board in his former 
report relating to the Prince, becauſe the Nabob V izier had at that time ſignified his intention of 
placing the corps. under the command of a native officer, and the Governor General of courſe 
withdrawn his recommendation of Captain Frith. The Nabob has fiace changed his in- 
tention. | 9. 

Now, if it be the decided opinion of the Board that the detachment be continued in its tation 
for another year, the Governor General conceives that it will afford a conſiderable ſaving to the 
Nabob Vizier, to apprize him of it, that he may diiband the corps which he had appointed for 
its relief; and what is a ſaving to the Nabob will be eventually an aid to the Company. But if 
the Board ſhall either ſuſpend their opinion, or ſhall adopt the conciliatory expedient of ordering 
the relief to take effect in the month of April or May next, beyond which the approaching ſeaſon 
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of the rains will preclude the neceſſity of any defence during their continuance; and it may be 
eaſily remanded to the ſame ſtation, if there ſhould be a call for it after that period; in either of 
theſe caſes the Nabob ſhould be informed of the Board's intention, that he may keep the ſame 
corps in readineſs for its eventual deſtination. I he Governor General offers thele intimations 
merely in advice, deeming it improper, in his preſent ſituation, to propoſe them as formal queſ- 
tions. | | | 


The only queſtion in which he requeſts the deciſion of the Board, is that to which he has re- 
ferred in the firſt part of his minute, viz. that no part of the ſubſidy or charge of Colonel Sir 
8 Cumming's detachment be exacted from the Nabob Vizier during the courſe of this year, 

ut that his engagement be allowed to ſtand at 1, oꝶ5j, oo, ooo rupees, the ſum fixed by his engage- 
ment concluded with and ratified by the Governor General. 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


— — — — — — 


Mr. Macpherſon. | 


The ſum agreed between the Governor General and the Nabob Vizier to be diſcharged within 
the Fuſſully vear, is all that can he exacted from the Vizier within that period. I agree that the 
expence of Sir John Cemming's detachment be ſubmitted, as was-ſuggeſted in a former minute of 
the Governor General's, and more particularly in the preceding minute, to the determination of 
the Court of Directors. But I think that the Vizier ſhould be immediately informed that the 
Board think the expence of his new levies an unneceſſary expence, and that Sir John Cumming's 
detachment will, while it remains in his dominions, render thoſe new battalions unneceſſary. 


The Governor General is requeſted to write to his Excellency the Vizier accordingly. 


(Signed) J. MP. 


Agreed. 
J. S. 


0 ³· 


EXTRACT of Bengal Seeret Conſultations, the 8th March, 1185. _ 


I HE Governor General lays before the Board the following letters which he has received from 
Major Palmer; the laſt incloſing a letter from his Royal Highneſs the Shahzada Mirza Jewan 
Buckt. | | AN Sf Ts 

| Lucknow, 13th February 1785. | 
Dear Sir, + * N + | 


I have had the honour to receive your letter of the iſt inſtant, and am deeply impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of the liberal and generous terms upon which you require my continuance at Lucknow, 


for the purpoſes of aſſiſting in the arrangements eſtabliſhed by Mr. Haſtings between the Com- 


pany and the V izier, and of the tranſactions of your Government. 


It is with the greateſt ſincerity that I declare to you, my firſt wiſh is to retire from public bu- 
ſineſs, not from diſtruſt of your confidence and ſupport, but for reaſons which are purely of per- 


ſonal conſid?ration to myſelf; yet I am too conſcious of my obligations to the Company, to my 


moſt worthy and reſpected patron and friend, Mr. Haſtings, and to the manner in which you 
have engaged my ſervices, to heſitate a moment in making any facrifice of my eaſe or conveni- 
ence, whilſt you and he are partially diſpoſed to believe it may contribute to the ſucceſs of pub- 
lic affairs, and to the credit of your adminiſtration. Theſe will be the firſt objects of my atten- 
tion, ſo long as ow are pleaſed to honour me with the execution of your commands. I have 
no views, nor will I entertain any that can come into competition with them; and you * 

Is 


aTored, that I will ſerve you with the ſame zeal and fidelity with which I have ſerved 


* 


I am 


i 
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I am perſuaded that it cannot be difficult for you to find, amongſt your particular and moſt 
deſerving friends, a gentleman with every requiſite to conciliate the confidence and eſteeem of 
the Vizier and his ſervants, and with abilities far ſuperior to mine to conduct the affairs of your 
Government at this durbar; and whenever you ſhall be inclined to ſend here a perſon of this de- 


ſcription, I will moſt chearfully and cordially make way for him, and introduce him upon the 
a advantageous footing in my power, 


The Vizier and his miniſters place a firm reliance upon the aſſurances which Mr. Haſtings has 
given them of your friendly diſpoſition towards them, and of your determination to abide by the 
engagements which he has entered into. Their confidence will be ſtrengthened and confirmed 
by your own letters, and the daily proofs which the courſe of buſineſs will afford. 


The Shah Zada and the Vizier are hourly expeted, I ſhall have the honour to preſent your 
letters to them on their arrival; and will omit no means nor opportunity of exciting in their 


minds that entire confidence and eſteem which is ſo neceſſary to the public welfare, and for your 


mutual perſonal ſatisfaction. I have not the ſmalleſt doubt of ſucceſs in this endeavour. 


I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that there is not the leaſt appearance of failure in the Vi- 
zier's pecuniary engagements to the Company. The crops are remarkably fine, and no obſtruc- 
tion has happened, or is likely to happen in the collections. It ſhall be my particular care to 
guard againſt cvery circumſtance-which may tend to diſappoint the well · grounded hope I entertain 
upon this ſubj | | 
The late predatory incurſion of the Seiks has heen more diſcreditable than injurious to the Vi- 
zier's government; there has certainly been neglect in the Aumil of Rohilcund, as the Vizier 
pays fd a force in that country more than 4 to its protection againſt ſuch a deſpicable ban- 
ditti as the Seiks, and the ghauts ſhould have properly ded as ſoon as the rivers became 
fordable. The depredations made by theſe freebooters falls upon individuals, and can in no 
ſhape affect the public revenues. They retreated acroſs the Ganges on the firſt appearance of the 
Virzier's troops, and although they are now aflembled. to the number, as is reported, of 20,000, 
on the weſtern ſhore. of the Ganges, I have not the leaſt apprehenſion of their making another 
attempt to penetrate into the Vizier's dominions, as Sir John Cumwing detached two regiments 
on the 2d inſtant to Anoopſhire, and was to follow with his whole force on the 12th. | 


Repeated and uniform accounts have been received through the public news-papers, and private 
intelligence, of encouragement given to this attack upon the V izier's poſſeſſions by Mabajee Scin- 
dia, and of his having engaged to ſupport it by a Mahratta force, I did not give implicit credit 
ta theſe reports. but the poſſibility of their being true was ſuffcient cauſe for not neglecting 
them. I therefore recommend it to the Vizier to require the actual march of the Futty Ghur 
detachment, and the preparation for it of the brigade at Cawnpore. The. latter is now ſuſpended 
as unneceffary, ſince dir John Cumming is in the field, and Scindia has folemaly diſavowed to 
Mr. Anderſon having excited the Seiks to ravage the Vizier's county. | r 


The acting miniſter of the Vizier having ſome time ſince intimated to me, that the conduct 
ob Almaſs Cawn wore the appearance of diſcontent, and of a defign to give diſturbance to 
the affairs of Government, I requeſted the latter to come to Lucknow, with which he immedi- 
ately complied. I made the departure of Mr. Haſtings, and my deſire to give him afſurances of 

our kindneſs, and protection, the pretext for deſiring to fee him; and whilſt he was with me I. 
fond means to aſcertain his real diſpoſition and intentions, which I have the ſatisfaction to aſſure 
you ate emvirety dutiful towards his maſter, and full of confidence im and attachment to the Com- 
pany's Goverment. I difcovered that he had entertained ſome diſtruſt of Hyder Beg Cawn, on 
account of his having detached two of his principal dependants from their connections with him, 
at a time when it was ſuſpected that he intended to retire from the Vizier's dominions; but I 
found it eaſy to remove this miſunderſtanding, and to reftore confidence and cordiality between 
them, which they have engaged to preſerve, and to apply their ut moſt exertions in their reſpec- 
tive ſtations for the proſperity of the Vizier's affairs, and of thoſe of the Company, as connected 
with them. | | 


I hope that this conciſe relation will ſuffice to give you a general view of the preſent ſituation 
of the Vizier's moſt material concerns. I ſhall not fail to inform you regularly of all future 
tranſactions as they occur. I. EE A 

W I have the honour to be, 
with perſect ref] port and attachment, 
4. Sir, | ; 
Your moſt obedient and 
faithful humble ſervant, 


(Signed) WM. PALMER. 
Vor. IV. 4K Dear 
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Dear Sir, OS. 1 Lucknow, 21 Feb. 1785. 
I have had the honour to receive your letter of the gth inſtant, with the encloſures of one for 


Hyder Beg Cawn, and one for Almaſs Ally Cawn, and duplicates of your former letters to theſe . 


perſons, and to Haſſein Rezza Cawn, 


Herewith I have the pleaſure to tranſmit to you anſwers from the Nabob Vizier and his two | 


principal minifters to your firſt letters: 1 am acquainted with their contents, although I had no 
thare in their compoſition, I can aſſure you, that they contain the genuine and unmixed ſenti- 
ments of the writers; and, for this. reaſon, I am perſuaded will afford your real ſatisfaction. I 
have the pleaſure further to aſſure you, from the oppoitunity of daily perſonal obſervation, that 
the Shah Zaada, the Vizier, and his miniſters, entertain the moſt entire confidence in your juſtice 


and friendly intentions towards them; and that no uneaſineſs remains upon their minds, but what 


ariſes from their perſonal attachment and eſteem for Mr, Haſtings, 78 


I am willing to believe that you will conſider the mention which is made of me in theſe letters, 
as a proof that I had no part in dictating them. I own that my vanity is gratified by the fa- 
vourable opinions expreſſed of me; yet a ſenſe of delicacy would induce me to deſire they might 
be ſuppreſſed, if it had not occurred to me that they might ſerve as an argument in ſupport of 
the honour which you have done me to continue me in the charge of the affairs of your Govern- 
ment at this Durbar. | | a 


The Shah Zaada is preparing his anſwer. Almaſs is at a diſtance; but I expect his alſo in a 
day or two. ? | . 


The encloſed order for two hundred and two gold mohurs is the accuſtomary nazurs of congra- 
tulation trom the miniſters Huſſein Rezza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn. 7 


As your letter informs me that Mr. Haſtings had finally taken his departure, I beg leave in this 


place to offer you my fincere congratulations on your acceſhon to the honourable and important 


ſation which he has reſigned, and my warmeſt wiſhes that your adminiſtration may be invariably | 


proſperous. _ 


In my letter of the 13th inſtant I had the honour to acquaint you with the ſtate of the moſt 


material concerns of the Vizier's Government. The incurſion of the Seiks was ſudden and pre- 


datory, they retired on the firſt appearance of the Vizier's troops, without any conſiderable booty, 


nor have they ſince attempted to diſturb the V izier's dominions; on the contrary, the chief who 
is at this time with a body of thoſe people near the Vizier's frontier, on the weſtern fide of the 
Ganges, has written to the Aumil of Rohilcund, that the late incurſion was an act unauthorized 
by and offenſive to their State. The greateſt part of theſe freebooters have retreated acroſs the 
Jumna, on the approach of Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon's detachment, and thoſe who remain in 
the Doab will avoid giving him any pretext for attacking them; their preſent purpoſe is to levy 
their tribute upon the country of the late Zaabita Cawn. | x 


In this ſituation of ſecurity from their further ravages. the Vizier has recommended it to Co- 


Jonel Sir John Cumming to return to Futty Ghur, with the principal part of his force, leaving 
Lieutenant Colonel Knudſon, with two regiments, at Anoopſhire, until the riſe of the river ſhall - 


make the paſſage of the enemy impracticable, which will be early in the month of April. 


The miniſter and Almaſs Ally Cawn continue on terms of entire cordiality and confidence. 


have not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion that their good underſtanding will be interrupted, ſince you 


have given them both ſuch encouragement to rely upon your protection and ſupport, whilſt they 


diſcharge their reſpective duties for the advantage of both Governments: and as they know. how , 
efentially their own honours and intereſts depend upon their zeal and fidelity, there can be no 


doubt of their beſt exertions. 


I 2&viſcd Mr. Haſtings on the 22d ultimo, of the ſuſpicions which the miniſter entertained of 


Almaſs Ally Cawn; but as I conſidered the exceptionabie part of his conduct as calculated merely 
to obtain foine advantage or indulgence in his farms, I told the Governor that I would not alarm 
Ad miniftration until I bad proofs- to juſtify the apprehenſion of ſerious danger, The truth is, 


that Almaſs Ally Cawn has been made too powerful and opulent a ſubject, and certainly would 
be too much tor the Vizier's government, if he was not reſtrained by its connection with outs: 


but as matters are now circumitanced, his defection would be attended with many ill conſequences, 


and it cannot be denied that his opulence is productive of ſome good ones, His punctuality in. 


payments 


— 


. 


payment may be relied on; and he frequently aſſiſts Government with the advance of very con- 
ſiderable ſums in its ex igencies. He knows that he can no where obtain ſuch a degree of ſ:curity 
for his perſon and property as he finds in his preſent ſituation; it mult therefore be very unjuſt 
and rigorous treatment that will induce him to deſert it; and fo long as he continues it, proper 
management will turn it to the benefit of the State. | 


There can be no doubt that all the tranſactions between your Government, the Shah, and Ma- 
hajee Scindia, might be managed by a ſingle agent: but I am almoſt certain that theſe two powers 
would not negociate confidently with the ſame perſon. The Shah is far from being ſatisfied 
with the exerciſe of the authority and influence which Scindia has acquired over his affairs, and 
will ſtruggle to free himſelf from his controul, whenever he thinks there is a proſpect of changing 
it for another that will leave him a greater choice of action. He will never loſe fight of your go- 
vernment, as his beſt reſource againſt the injuries and indignities which are offered to him by 
thoſe who aſſume the direction of his affairs; and as a time may come when it ſhall be thought 
as politic and expedient, as it may be thought juſt and honourable, to ſupport the houſe of Timur, 
and as at all times Shah Allum will not fail to apply to you when he feels his ſituation too irkſome 
for his patience, it will perhaps be neceſſary to have an expreſs agent from your Government to 
reſide with him for the purpoſe of confidential communication, which it would be difficult to con- 
duct without one. I find alſo, that at this time the reſidence of an agent in the ſervice of the 
Company is uſeful to the Vizier; and that he is defirous a ſeparate agent ſhould remain with the 
Shah until his return to Delhi, when it will be clearly known whether his Majeſty's determined 
to continue the influence and authority of Scindia and the Mahratta State, or is diſpoſed to ch 
it, In the former caſe, an agent from you will not only be uſeleſs, but may be pernicious, whit 
your Government, and that of the Mahrattas, continue in their preſent relative ſituation. 


Theſe reaſons againſt giving any intimation to Major Browne of your ſentiments upon this 
ſubject, have occurred to me upon a ſhort reflection, but your judgment and information are fo 
ſuperior to mine, that I cannot expect my arguments ſhould be concluſive; I offer them as my 
excuſe for not hinting, until I hear from you again, any thing upon the ſubject to Major 
Browne. % | 


Left the deſire which is expreſſed in the Vizier's letter to you, of my continuing here, ſhould 

be any reſtraint upon your inclination, at any time hereafter, to place another gentleman in my 
ſtation, the ſmalleſt hint from you ſhall ſuthce to make the change my own act; and I 

declare, that whenever you may think proper it ſhall take place, I ſhall have a pride and fatisfac- 

tion in the opportunity of evincing the extent of my wiſhes to deſerve the confidence which you 

have repoſed in me, and the regard which you have expreſſed for me. | 


1 hall diſpatch, by the public dawk bearers, to-morrow, and ſucceſſively, ſome baſkets of 
fruits, of which Hyder Beg Cawn requeſts your acceptance. | 
| I have the honour to be, ; 
with the trueſt attachment and reſpect, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and faithful humble ſervant, 


(Signed) WN. PALMER 


Dear Sir, | | Lucknow, 24th February, 1785. 


I have the honour to tranſmit to you herewith, a letter from the Shah Zaada, in anfwer to 
yours to him; and I have the ſatisfaction to aſſure you, that he is diſpoſed to conduct himſelf en- 
tirely by the wiſhes and advice of your Government, and to place the firmeſt reliance upon your 
perſonal kindneſs and friendſhip. 


The Prince and the Vizier live in perfect harmony; and the former appears to be very happy 
and contented with his preſent ſituation, 


The 
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The Seils have entirely eyacuated the frontiers of the Vizier's dominions, and every thing 
within them is in a late of tranquillity, without the leaſt appearance of further diſturbance or 


abſtruftion in the collections. 
Il have the honour to be, with porſect attachment and reſpect, 
Dear Sir, . 
| Your molt obedient, | 
and faithful humble ſervant, 


W. PALMER. 


- ” 
— 
" 


From the Prince: Received 7th March, 1785. 


Your letter has been received, in which you write that .you are ready and active, from your 
heart and ſay}, in obedjence and fidelity to the preſence, and that at all times, and in all ſitu- 
ations, you conſider your allegiance as your greateſt happineſe; and that yay are hopeful of the, 
ſame favour and proteRtion from the Preſence, as were experienced by the late Governor General. 
Befare this I had been convinced of your fidelity and attachment to me; and now, from the re- 
preſentation of Major Palmer, and the receipt of your arzee, I have heen a hundred-fold 
more inclined towards yu. The proofs of obedjance in the late Governor General, and his la- 
bour and attention ta forward my concerns, are well known to you, and that he was even deſirous 
of returning to this quarter, to ſhew his attachment to the Preſence, he muſt have acquainted 
you; as it has teen neceſſary for him to depart far Europe, the ſettled allegiance which he had 
in his heart will, by the bleſſing of God, ſhey itſalf in your conduct, I am convinced of and 
depend firmly upon your attachment, and whatever favour and protection were ſhewn from the 
Preſence to the late Governor General, will be dgubled towards you. Know me to be beyond 


meaſure favourable, and well inclined to you; write conſtantly the accounts of your ſituation. 


| Read the following letters to the Governor General, from his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, 
and the Nabobs Hufle allein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn: 

From the Vizier: Received 3d March 178 * NE 

| Your friendly letter, containing the proofs of your friendſhip and affeQion, and full of words 


of friendſhip, and letters of kindneſs, arrived and gladdened me with all the particulars of your 
fincerity and affeftion. | „ ar ab | 


The connection and alliance which exiſted between the Company, the Governor General, Mr. 
Haſtings, and the gentlemen of the Council, and thedeceaſed Dawab during his life, need not be 
mentioned, By the blefling of God, the ſtrength of this mytual affeCtion is every day 3 
Mr. Haſtings was at all times ready to ſupport the connection of friendſhip, to improve the a 

fairs of the Company, to add benefits and advant and ſtability to the concerns of my govern- 
ment, and to preſerve the credit and ſatisfaction 2 miniſters, who are faitliful ſervants to both 
parties; and when he came to Lucknow, he ſettled an agreement with them for the payment of 
the debt to the Company, and for the good management of all my concerns. Theſe circumſtances 
are all known to you; and as you, out of regard to the ſincere and cloſe friendſhip, in conformity 
to the cuſtoms and rules of the Engliſh, who never deviate from their engagements, have deter- 
mined to preſerve it, and having from your friendſhip approved thoſe plans are inclined to ſupport 
between yourſelf and me the agreement made by the Governor General, Mr. Haſtings; you have 
by this auſpicious news made me happy and eaſy on all accounts. This matter was fully ex- 
plained to the utmoſt ſutisfact ion of my heart, by the letters of the Governor General, Mr. Haſ- 
tings, and. the repreſentations of Major Palmer. I am now from Jour letter fully convinced that 
oy will maintain that agreement, which is full of advantages to both ſides; and Major Palmer 
given me the el reliance upon you. I am now, hopeful, from your friendſhip, that in 
the ſame degree as the Governor General, Mr. Haſtings, ſupported and maintained the ſtrength 
of friendſhip, and the ſtability of my concerns, and the credit and the honour of my minifters,* 
you alfo will at preſent, from friendſhip, be inclined to maintain the connection of intimacy, the 
eftabliſhment and promotion of good management in my affairs, and the honour and credit of my 
miniſters; and I will at all times be equally ſtedfaſt in my friendſhip with you, as with the Go- 
5 ä vernor 
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vernor General, Mr. Haſtings. By the bleſſing of God the debt to the Company will be properly 
ſettled under the plan fixed by Mr. Haſtings with my miniſters. I have been highly delighted that 
Major Palmer remains with me on the former footing, becauſe Major Palmer is always labouring 
with me to confirm the mutual friendſhip. From his letters you will learn all particulars of my 
friendſhip and ſatis faction. | | 


2 


— — 


From Huſſein Reza Cawn: Received 3d March 1785. 


Vour gracions letter, containing the particulars of your friendſhip for his Highneſs the Vizier, 

and of your approval and reſolution to maintain the plan which the Governor General, Mr, 

| Haſtings, ſettled before his departure from Lucknow, honoured me by its arrival in a happy hour. 

The letters of the Governor General, Mr. Haſtings, aſſuring that you were determined to preſerve 

the friendſhip of his Highneſs, and to ſhew favour to his miniſters and dependants arrived, and the 
particulars were further and fully explained by Major Palmer, in conſequence of your and the 
Governor General, Mr. Haſlings's, inſtructions, and gave the higheſt ſatisfaction. As the labours 
of the Company's Chiefs have, been always ſtedfaſt and firm in preſerving the conneCtion of friend- 

ſhip between the Company and his Highneſs the Vizier, and to this time its encreaſe has, under 
the Governor General, Mr. Haſtings's, management, been publiſhed to the world and its inha- 
bitants : At preſent, that your letters are arrived, and that with the pen of friendſhip you pro- 
miſe to preſerve the connection in the ſame ſtate of ſtrength and ſtedfaſtneſs, his H:ghneſs and all 
his wellwiſhers are made happy and grateful for your favours. I am an old ſervant, wasfrom the 
beginning the faithful ſervant and wellwiſher of both governments ; and now alſo, being fixedin 
the ſame obedience and fidelity, and conſidering you the ſame as Mr. Haſtings, and being ready 
with my life, under a reliance upon your fayour and protection, I will perform the duties of at- 
tachment, and will in no inſtance be deficient in the execution of your orders. I am convinced, 
from your kindneſs and favour, that the ſame protection as Mr. Haſtings ave to my credit and 
honour, and the ſame favours as he beſtowed, you, who have. now expreſſed your approbation of 
my conduct, will fulfil my hopes, by beſtowing upon me the further particulars of my readineſs 
and obedience; and my dependance upon, and confidence in, the fafturs and kindneſs which you 
have expreſſed will be explained to you by the letters of Major Palmer, who formerly, in conſe- 
quence of Mr, Haſtings's inſtructions, and now, in obedience to your orders, has given his High- 


neſs and us, and all his Highneſs's feryants, the greateſt confidence in you. I am hopeful that I 
may be honoured with frequent letters. | | | 


— 


— 


From Hyder Beg Cawn; received 3d March 1785. 
In the ſame words as the preceding. | 


— 


Frem Huſſein Reza Cawn; 8th March. 

| Your gracious letter, ſull of the particulars of favour and friendſhip, arrived, and encreaſed m 
dignity ; and I received the greateſt pleaſure and happineſs from learning your favour and kind- 
nets, and your reliance upon the fidelity of me, whole ſole defire is to experience you ſatisfaction 
and protection. By the blefling of God, and your good auſpices, all matters will be completed 
in conformity to your | wiſhes, and your great name and your dignity will be publiſhed in all 

Hindoſtan. The ſhadow of your favour and protection alone is neceſſary to produce that happy 

ſtate of affairs which you wiſh; and the plan which the Nabob Governor General Amaud ul 
Dowla Bahadre ſettled in his own preſence at Lucknow, will, through your proteCtion, meet 
with a happy completion to your utmoſt ſatisfaction; at this time that from your knowledge of 
men, and your protection of your ſervants, you have written ſo full a conſolation to us, and Ma- 
jor Palmer, in your name, has aſſured us of your favour and kindneſs, and your reliance upon, 
us, not the ſmalleſt hope, doubt; or alarm, is left in the heart of his Highneſs and his ſervants. 
My preſent only wiſh is, that, employing m 


ſelf from my heart and ſoul in the tion of 
orders, and in obedience to your commands, i in TNe execution ot Four 


may preſerve your ſatisfacti d pleaſi hi 
1 muſt conceive as my greateſt happineſs, in thy" Gins de 1 rr 


ree as I employed, obeyed, and 
.cuted the orders of the Nabob Governor General Amaud ul Dowlah 8 mW Rl po 
be concerned, I will from my heart and ſoul employ myſelf in fidelity and obedienceto your com- 
VOI IV. - e ee eee | mands, 
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mands, having and being at all times firm in my attachment to the Nn government, and 
that of his Highneſs, which are every way the ſame. I will now, through hopes of your favour 
and protection, be doubly ſo; for 1, conſidering my own intereſts to depend vpon my proper 
management of the concerns of both governments, and in your ſatisfaction, you will learn all 
theſe particulars from Major Palmer's letter. The concern which, from your kindneſs, you men- 
tion to have felt on account of the Seiks diſturbance in the neighbourhood of Bevelly is very flat- 
tering. The caſe is, that in the beginning, from the ghauts of the Ganges being fordable, the 
Seiks croſſed the river, but immediately on the approach of the army of the Vizier, having no 
power to remain, they returned, and his Highneſs's army being again put under the command cf 
Raja Jugnaut Bahadre, has in a proper manner diſpoſed all the ghauts of the Ganges, and for a 


greater protection two i; ng from the Company's forces at F utty Gurr are bug towards 
0 


Anoopſhire ; and his Highneſs's army having croſſed at the ghauts, in the countr the King 
and Zabeta Khan, are oing towards the riyer Jumna. The diſturbances of the Selle are now at 
an end, which I write for your information; and through your aſſiſtance, and the firmneſs of 
your favour and protection, all matters will be properly ſettled, I am, beyond diſpute, full of 
attachment to both governments, and am hopeful that I may be gladdened by letters of favour and 
kindneſs, Further particulars of my attachment and ready delity to.you, and wy wiſhes to pro- 
cure your ſatisfaction, will be fully known to you by Major Palmer's letters, > 


— ————u — 
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In the ſame words. 
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EXTRACT of Company's Leiter 4% Bengal, dated 11th April 1185, 
* N. * : 
Par. 6 Tur reſolution you paſſed on the giſt December 1783 to withdraw the Reſidency 
from Focke and to accept the offer made by the Viaier and his miniſter, to give the ſecurity 
of bankers of known credit and reſponſibility for the payment of the balance due to the Company, 
and the current kiſts, has our approbation; but by this approbation it is by no means our inten- 
tion, either on the one hand to condemn the conduct of our Reſidents, or on the other to pre- 
clude ourſelves from examining into the complaints exhibited againſt them by the Vizier and his 
miniſter. We approve likewiſe of the continuance of an Accomptant or Receiver at Lucknow, 
ſo long as any of the Company's troops ſhall be ſtationed in the Vizier's dominions, whoſe buſineſs 
muſt be BA 6s, to the ſole purpoſe cf adjuſting and keeping the accounts between the Nabob and 


the Company, receiving the ſtipulated ſubſidy for thoſe troops, and for appropriating the ſame in 


ſuch manner as you ſhall think proper to direct. 


LETTERS from Mr. Macpherſon to the Nabob Vixier, Hyder Beg Khan, Ge. and Fyzeulla Khan. 


To the Nabob Vizier: Written 16th June 1785. 


In conſequence of Major Palmer's wiſhes to return from his preſent office of miniſter for the 
Governor General at your Highneſs's court, I have appointed Colonel Harper to his office. 


In this appointment I have been guided by my knowledge of your Highneſs's high opinion of 
Colonel Harper, and the real attachment which he bears to your family, as well as the great 


eſteem which your miniſters and people hear to him from the experience which your late moſt il- 


luſtrious father had of his attachment and honour, 


Major Palmer will introduce Colonel Harper with the proper ceremony to your Highneſs. Per- 


mit me to add, that it was the wiſh of the late Governor General, though he had no perſonal 
triendſhip for Colonel Harper, that he ſhould be miniſter on the part of my government at your 
Highnels's court, after the departure of Major Palmer. - "1 | | | 


It I had it in my power to ſhew a ſtronger mark of my attachment to your Highneſs, and of 


my determination to maintain the engagements ſettled between us than I now do by the appoint- 


ment 


/ 
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ment of Colonel Harper, I would gladly give ſuch a proof of my friendſhip. In every matter 
75 will find me the true friend of Toke family, and the juſt 8 of your Acht, Colonel 


arper will explain particulars, 


As Major Palmer is ſpeedily to return to Calcutta, I truſt your Highneſs will mark his dopar- 
ture from your court with civility and favouf. | 


— — 


— — —— * . » 


To Hyder Beg Khan, Huſſen Reza Khan, and Almaſs Ally Khan, of the ſame tenor and date. 


* —_— 


To Akbar Ally Khan: Written 16th June 1785. 


J have the Neafire to acquaint you, for the information of his Royal Highneſs, that Cotonel 
Harper is appointed my minifter for the tranſaction of the affairs of my government at the court 
of the Nabob Vizier. | | | 


Colonel Harper will receive a ſeparate and higher commiſſion from me as my miniſter at the 


court of his Royal Highneſs, for whom I could not teſtify greater loyalty and affection than by 
fuch appointment. Er 8 | 


Pleaſe to inform his Royal Highnelg of my conſtant attachment to his perſon, and that it wil 
bs my greateſt ambition ta obtain for him ſolid proofs of the regard and friendſhip of the Engliſh, 
The Nabob Vizier cannot oblige me more than by his conſtant proofs of obedience and perſonal 
friendſhip to his Royal Highneſs ; and this is fully known to the Nabob Vizier, to his. miniſters 
and people, Write to me frequent accounts of his Highneſs's welfare, and of your own proſperity. 


** — — * —_ 


— 


To Fyzeulla Khan, | | 
In conf; ce of Major Palmer's wiſhes to retire from his preſent office of miniſter for the 
Governor at the Nabob Vizier's court, I have appointed Colonel Harper to his office. 


In this appointment I have been guided by my knowledge of his Highneſs's high opinion of 
Colonel Harper, and the real attachment which he bears to his Highneſs's family, as well as the 
great eſteem which his Highneſs's miniſters and people bear to him, from the experience which 
the late moſt illuſtrious Nabob had of his attachment and honour. i 


Permit me to add, that it was the wiſh of the late Governor General, though he had no per- 
ſonal friendſhip for Colonel Harper, that he ſhould be miniſter on the part of my government at 


bis Highneſs's court, after the departure of Major Palmer. | 


Conſidering me to be your true friend, write frequently, and let all your letters, and every in- 
formation reſpecting your concerns, be forwarded to me through the Colonel, to whom I refer 
you for particulars. 


"we 5 LE OY CO. 


SM 


To Muzuffer Jung, of Furruckabad. 
Of the ſame tenor and dats, except the laſt paragraph, which is as follows: 
In conſequence of your friendſhip for the Company, I have given 57 this information; and re- 


queſt that, conſidering me to be your true friend, you will conſtantly write me the news of your 


EXTRACT | 


— ee et 
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EXT RACT of Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 21/ September 1785. 


Para. 6. YN your letter of the 17th January laſt you have ſubmitted the following queſtion to our 
g Q determination,: viz. Whether the Company or the Vizier ſhall be charged with the 


. expence of the detachment commanded by Sir John Cummings;” and we have taken an early 


opportunity of communicating to you our direCtions herein, As your late Governor General, in 
virtue of the powers with which he was inveſted, had agreed with the Vizier to ſtrike out the 
charge of this detachment from his account from 1ſt January 1785, we hereby direct that the ſaid 
agreement be punctually adhered to. b : | 


7, In the final arrangement of the military peace eſtabliſhment which will accompany this 
diſpatch, we have had in view the. whole of the ſervice which it will be neceſſary to provide for 
under your Preſidency ; ſuch part of that eſtabliſhrzent as will be ſtationed in the Vizier's domi- 
nions will be paid by him according to the ſtipulations of the ſubſiſting agreements, But it is our 
poſitive order, that no greater number of troops be employed upon that ſervice, unleſs at his Ex- 
cellency's particular application and requeſt ; and that all the troops ſo employed be conſidered as 
part of our fixed eſtabliſhment, which is not upon any account to be enlarged. SHES; 


8. We cannot help expreſſing our regret that the opinion of your Board did not concur with 
that of the Governor General, when the queſtion concerning therecall of Colonel Cumming's de- 


tachment was under your conſideration, as the expence of it will, before the receipt of this letter, 


amount to nearly the ſum of C. 300,000; and we agree with Mr. Haſtings, that the brigade which 
by treaty is to be conſtantly reſident in thoſe dominions, would be found fully adequate to their 
protection. We therefore direCt, that upon receipt of this letter not a moment be loſt in order- 
ing the recall of Sir "ramp Cummings's detachment, ſo that the Company may be inſtantly relieved 
from the burden of that enormous expence. „ 

16. The irruption of the Seiks, of which you adviſe us, leads to no other concluſion but the 
propriety of keeping a watchful eye over the weſtern frontier of our own provinces, and thoſe of 
the Vizier, which is the concluſion you properly draw from it. | | 


17. In a preceding paragraph, we have directed the immediate recall of the Futty Ghur de- 
tachment. But as by your laſt advices, we find that in conſequence of theſe hoſtilities from the 
Seiks in the province of Rohilcund, the V izier had applied for the aſſiſtance of a part of this de- 
tachment, and that it was probable he would make a further requeſt for the whole, we hereby or- 
der, that the detachment be continued ſo long as the Vizier ſhall deem ſuch continuance neceſ- 
ſary for his own ſecurity, in which caſe the expence thereof muſt be carried to his account, 


agreeably to the ſtipulations of the treaty of 1781. 


18, But as ſoon as the Vizier ſhall ceaſe to require the aſſiſtance of all or any part of that de- 
tachment, we direct our former orders to be carried into execution; and even during the time the 


Vizier may call for their aſſiſtance, we hereby order, that the whole expence of the ſtaff, batta, 
and other contingencies, be immediately aboliſnhectct. | 


19. And while upon this ſubject, we think it proper to expreſs our approbation of the princi- 
ples contained in Mr. Macpherſon's letter to the Vizier, bearing date the 18th February laſt, and 
we expect that the agreements made between the Vizier and Mr. Haſtings will be invariably ad- 
hered to. | | | | wept 


20. Upon the ſame principle we muſt expreſs our opinion, that if the continuance of Major 
Palmer with the Vizier is wiſhed for by him, it would be improper at preſent to recall him, and 


far leſs would it be proper to ſend any perſon to reſide with him whoſe preſence would be peculiarly 
adverle to his feelings. | 


21. We obſerve what ĩs ſtated relative to the good opinion Mr. Macpherſon entertains of Mr, 
Briſtow and Mr. Cowper. Upon that ſubject we purpoſely refrain from giving any opinion what- 
ever; for the whole tranſaQtions in Oude for a conſiderable time paſt will very ſoon receive our full 
conſideration, and it would be improper,to anticipate any opinion at preſent, | 


22, In your letter of the 22d February laſt, we find it ſtated, that the ſum charged to the 
Vizier for the brigade at Cawnpore is ſhort of the actual expence, in the monthly ſum of current 
rupees 33,700. 12. 4, and for the Futty Ghur detachment is qurrent rupees 49,287. 11. 8, and 
for the regiment at Lucknow current rupees 984. 3. 10. It is not our intention to charge to the 
V izier more or leſs than by the treaty he has ſtipulated to pay; but we muſt at the ſame time di- 


rect, 
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rect, that you make ſuch arrangements in the corps ſerving in his Excellency's dominions, with- 
out diminiſhing their actual force, as will reduce their expences within the ſum ſtipulated for 
them. 


23. As we conſider the troops ſtationed in the territories of the Nabob of Oude as forming a 
ſtrong barrier to our own provinces, and as in our ſeparate letter of this date we have ſtated the 
eſtabliſhed force which we thiak fully adequate to their defence, it is our meaning that thoſe 
troops ſhall be conſidered as forming a part of ſuch eſtabliſhment. 


— EET 


COPY of Letter from Warren Haſtings, Eſq; ts the Court of Directors, relative to their Cenſure on 
his Conduct at Benares; and alſo the Anſwer of the Court of Directors thereto, 


To the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United Eaſt India Company. 


Fort William, 2oth March 1783. 
Honourable Sirs, 


IN your letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 28th Auguſt 1782. you have 
been pleaſed to enter into a large diſcuſſion of my proceedings at Benares, and to apprize the Board 
of certain reſolutions comprehending your judgment upon them. Theſe reſolutions, as the imme- 
diate cauſe and ſubject of my preſent addreſs, I ſhall, to avoid the perplexity of frequent and re- 
mote reference, hereto ſubjoin. 95 


« That it appears to this Court that on the death of Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a treaty was made 
« with his ſucceſſor, by which the Zemindary of Benares, with its dependencies, was ceded in per- 
6 petuity to the Eaſt India Company. 


That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing was confirmed by the Governor General 
« and Council of Bengal in the management of the ſaid Zemindary (ſubject to the ſovereignty of 
« the Company) on his paying a certain tribute, which was ſettled at ficca rupees 22,66,180; and 
c that the Bengal government pledge itſelf that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Ze- 
* mindary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and 
his heirs for ever, ſubject to ſuch tribute, and that no other demand ſhould be made upon him, 
c nor any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within the dominions aſſigned him, ſo long as 
he atlhered to the terms of his engagements. | 


That it appears to this Court that the Governor General and Council did, on the 5th of July 
& 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheit Sing to keep up a body of 2,000 horſe, but at the ſame time 
declared there ſhould be no obligations upon him to do it. 


« That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing performed his engagements with the Com- 
« pany in the regular payment of his tribute of ſicca rupees 22,66, 180. 


« That it appears to this Court that the conduct of the Governor General towards the Rajah 
« whilſt he was at Benares was improper ; and that the impriſonment of his perſon, thereby diſ- 
& gracing him in the eyes of his ſubjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly impolitic, and 
e may tend to weaken the confidence which the native Princes of India ought to have in the juſtice 
C and moderation of the Company's government.“ 


I underſtand that theſe reſolutions were either publiſhed, or intended for publication. As they 
have proceeded from an authority ſo reſpectable, every reader of them will naturally and without 
heſitation believe that the facts on which they neceſſarily and indiſpenſably depend have been fully 
eſtabliſhed. —And who are the readers? Not the Proprietors alone, whole intereſt is immediately 
concerned in them, and whoſe approbation I am impelled, by every motive of pride and gratitude, 
to ſolicit, but the whole body of the people of England, whoſe paſſions have been excited on the 
general ſubject of the conduct of their ſervants in India; and before them bam arraigned, and pre- 
Judged of a violation of the national faith in acts of ſuch complicated aggravation, that if they 
were true, no puniſhment ſhort of death could atone for the injury which the intereſt and credit 
of the public had ſuſtained in them. | - | | 


J hope therefore I ſhall not be thought to give unnecſſary trouble in calling your attention to a 
ſubject not wholly perſonal, nor to fail in the reſpect in which I have never yet failed, to your 
VoL, IV. | 4 M Honourable 
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Honourable Court, in the mode of my vitidicatiön, which' will not adinie of the commiots.detica- 
cies of expreſſion 3 for cannot admit facts, however affirmed, whith Þkriow to have no! exiſts 
ence, and by which my character has been blaſted, nor will a ſimple denial or refutation of them 
be ſufficient againſt ſuch a charge, if I can at the ſame time appeal to your own knowledge, proved 
by the evidence of your own arguments, ant to'what your Horottable' Court poſſeſſes of cun- 

dour for my firſt juſtification and acquittal, | | . 


The facts affirmed, or expreſſed in term̃s equal to affirmation; in your reſolurions, are as fot- 
lows : ; 
iſt, That the Bengal government pledged itſelf that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of 


the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Ra- 
Jah and his heirs for ever. 


2d. That it pledged itſelf that no other demand ſhould be made upon him, nor any kind of 
authority or juriſdiction exetciſed within the do minĩons affigtiẽd hum; ſo long as he adhered to the 


terms of hi, engagements, 


2d. That the Governor General required him to keep up a body of 2,900 horſe, contrary to the 
declaration made to him by the Governor General and Council, on the 5th July 1775, that there 
 {Hould be no obligation on him to do it. | | 


4th. That Rajah Cheit Sing was bound by no other engageinents to the Company than for the 
payment of his tribute of ſicca rupees 22,66, 150, | d | 5 


"IEEE 


| that the ſtrict performance of ſofemn engagements on one part, followed by acts 2 ſubver- 
yt atter the 


I deny that the Bengal government pledged itſelf, chat the free and ancontrouled poſſ fon of 


the ang of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah 
ard his heirs för ever. | | | | 


I deny that the Bengal government pledged itſelt that no other demand ſhould be made upon 
him, nor any kind of authbrity or Juriſdiction exerciſed within the 'dominions aſſigned him, ſo 
long as he adhered to the tertis'of his engagetnents. | + 


9 deny thut Tever required him to keep up a body of 2,000 horſe, -coritrary to the declaration 
made to him by the Governor General and Couneiſ, on the: th uhy 1775, that there ſhould be no 
obligation on him to do it. 


My demand (that is the demand of the Board) was not that he ſhould maintain any ſpecific num- 
ber of horſe, hut that the number which he did maintain ſhould'beremployed for the defence of 
the general ſtate, APIS | 


1 deny that Rajah Cheit Sing, was bound by no other engageinents to the Company, than for 
the payment of his tribute of ſicca rupees 22,665 186. | | 


He was bound by the engagements of fealty, and abſolute obedienee to every order of the go- 
vernment which he ſerved, The various and repeated profeſſions of his letters are-proofs and ac 
knowledgments of this conſtruction of his vaſſalage; and his own cabuleeat, or the inſtrument by 


which he engaged to perform the duties of his Zemitdary, expreſſes it in the acknowledgments of 


the Company's ſovereignty. 


Sk Ideny 


C 32g J 
T deny that Rajah Cheit Sing was a native Prince of India, | 


Cheit Sing is, the ſon of a collector of the revenue of that province, which his, arts, and. the, 
risfortunes of his maſter, enabled him to convert to a permanent. and,becidifaty.” poſſeſhon:, 
This man, whom you have thus ranked amongſt the Princes of India, will bg: aſoniſhed, when, 
be hears it, at an elevation ſo unlookeg for, nor leſs at the independant rights which your com- 
mands have aſſigned him; rights which are to foreign to his conceptions, that I doubt whether 
he will know. in what language to affert them, unleis the example which you have thought it, 
conſiſtent with juſtices however oppoſite to policy, to ſhew, of becoming his advocates - againſ 
your own- intereſts, ſhoult' inſpire any of your own ſervants to be his adviſers and inſtructors, * 


I forbeax to detail the propfs. of theſe denials: In legal propriety I might perhaps claim a diſ- 
penſation from it, and require the charges to be proveg, not myſelf diſprove them; hut I have 
already diſproved them, in my narrative of my proceedings at Benates, which has been long ſince 
in your hands, and is I hope in the hands of the uhlie, —To that 1 think it ſufficient to refer, 
nd: to point out the ninth and following pages of the copy which was printed in Calcutta for a 
complete explanation, and I preſume as complete a ne of the mutual relation of Rajah 
Cheit Sing, the vaſſal and ſubject of the company, and of the Company his Sov ereigg. 


The ſubject to which I now proceed, and on which I reſt my fulleſt acquittal, is too delicate 
to admit of my entering upon it without requeſting yaur indulgence and pardon for whatever ma 
appear offenſive in it; and declaryiy that ſhould have ſubchitted in filence to the — 
preſſions of cenſure which, you could paſs upon me, had they been no more than expreſhong, and 
applied to real facts; but where the cenſures are not applied to rea] facts, and are fuch as ſub- 
ſtentially affect my moral character, I ſhould be myſelf an accomplice in the injury, if I ſuffered 

the ſlighteſt imputation to remain, which it was in my power wholly to efface, ' e 


A breach of faith neceMarily implies antecedent and exiſting engagements, and can only be 
conſtrued ſuch by the expreſs terms of thoſe engagements. I haye been guilty of this crime in 
my treatment of Rajah Cheit Sing, or of none; and I may be allowed to regret, that while you 
ſtated ſuch facts as implied it, you did not in terms declare it. There is an appearance of 
tenderneſs in this deviation from ID conſtruction, of which, however meant, I have a right to 
complain; becauſe it impoſes on me the neceſſity of framing the terms of the accuſation againſt 
myſelf, which you have only not made, but have ſtated the leading arguments to it fo ſtrongly, 
that no one who reads theſe can avoid making jt, or nat know to have been inten led. fry 


But permit me to aſk May I not preſume, that this deviation aroſe from ſomething more 
than a tendeynels for my character or feelings? that it was dictated by a conſciouſneſs that no 
ſuch engagements exiſted; for if any ſuch did exjil, why were they not produced in ſupport of 
the charges? 5 ; ee | MRI L048 


Even the facts which are affirmed in the reſolutions are ſuch as muſt depend on ſome evidence; 
For they cannot exiſt independently, If the Bengal Government © pledged itſelf,” its pledge muſt 
be contained in the written inſtruments, which were arten formed and declared to define the 
reciprocal relation and obligation of the Rajah and the Company. 1 un 

The reſolutions of your Honourable Court, as they ſtand unconnected in their original ſtate, 
muſt be accepted s the concluſions from certain and eſtabliſhed evidence; and this evidence, I 
muſt preſume, you meant to produce in the long progreſs of detailed argument which precedes 
them in your general letter. This conſiſts of pierced extracts from opinions delivered by me in 
the debates of council, which not only preceded the ſettlement made with the Rajah Cheite Sites 
hen his Zemindary became the property of the company,; but, ſtrange as it will appear, which 
paſſed on an oceaſion wholly foreign to it, and at a time when the company had not obtained the 

ceſſion of the Zemindary. At the point of the ſettlement your detail ſtops; had it proceeded, it 
muſt have exhibited the conditions ôf the ſettlement, which would have contradicted every fact 
-which-you'have aſſerted, and every man of candour will believe, that this was the only reaſon 
arhy it. did not proceed; for why are my ſpeculative opinions on the claim made upon the Nabob 
Aſſaf ul Dowlah to the Ceſſion of the Zemindary of Henares, which I thought an inf1 ingement 
of a treaty already ſubſiſting with him, and upon the mode by which we thould allow Rajah 
Cheit Sing to exerciſe the management of his Zemindary, when it had become the property 'of 
the Company, quoted in evidence againſt me when the actual deeds which conveyed to Cheit Sing 
his poſſeſſion of the Zemindary, and all the conditions on, which he held it, were the only criteria 
by which my conduct towards him could be tried? The debates from which my opinions are ex- | 
tracted are ſo voluminous, and my ſhare in them bears ſo large a proportion, that it would take 
up much time and argument to prove what I could prove, that in their collective and * 
| | | they 
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they are perfectly conſiſtent, ſo far as they can apply at all to my ſubſequent conduct; but were 
it oth-rwiſe, thæy were not to be made the rules of my conduct; and God forbid that every ex- 
n dictued by the impulſe of preſent emergency, and wy tec pare uttered in the heat of 
party contention, ſhould impoſe upon me the obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to 
every variable occaſion, 11 | . 


The wiſdom of the legiſlature has declared, that the hole collective body of the Governor 
General and Council ſhall be bound by the opinions of the majority; but the doctrine implied in 
your quotation of my opinion is the reverſe of that obligation, if my opinions were not conform- 
able to-thoſe of a majority of the Board, formed on ſuch concurrent opinions, ought to be quoted 
as the rules of my conduct, not the opinions which only led to them. 


Having ſolemnly pronounced that Rajah Cheit Sing had performed his engagements with the 
Company, and that my conduct toward him was © improper and unwarrantable,” you proceed 
to ſay, that “ ſuch further reſolutions as you may think proper to come to on this important 
t ſubject will be communicated to us by a future conveyence.” This I cannot otherwiſe under- 
ſtand than as an indication of your intention to order the reſtoration of Rajah Cheit Sing to the 
Zemindary of Benares : It will be expected, after the judgment which you have paſſed, as an act of 
indiſpenſible juſtice; and whenever this promiſſory de-laration is made public, as it muſt be, if 
not already known, what may have been expected will be regarded as a certainty. If any thing 
were wanting but the exprelis notification of your intention to confirm it, the recall of Mr. 
Markham, who was known to be the public agent of my own nomination at Benares, and the 
re-appointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, by your order, contained in the ſame letter, would place it 
beyond a doubt. This order has been obeyed; and whenever you ſhall be pleaſed to order the 
reitoration of Cheit Sing, I will venture to promiſe the ſame ready and exact ſubmiſſion in the 
other members of your council, | | 


Cf the- conſequences of ſuch a policy I forbear to ſpeak. Moſt happily, the wretch whoſe 
hopes may be excited by the appearances in his favour, is il] qualified to avail himſelf of them, 
and the force which is ſtationed in the province of Benares is ſufficient to ſuppreſs any ſymptons of 
internal ſedi t ion; but it cannot fail to create diſtruſt and ſuſpenſe in the minds both of the 
rulers and of the people, and ſuch a ſtate is always productive of diſorder. 


But it is not in this partial conſideration that I dread the effects of your commands; it is in 
your proclajmed indiſpolition againſt the firſt executive member of your firſt government in India; 
it is as well known to the Indian world as to the Court of Engliſh proprietors, that the firſt 
declaratory inſtruments of the diſſolution of my influence, in the year 1774, where Mr. John 
Briſtow and Mr, Frances Fowke, By your ancient. and known conſtitution, the Governor has 
ever held forth and underſtood to poſſeſs the oſtenſible powers of government; all the correſ- 
pondence with foreign Princes is conducted in his name; and every perſon reſident with them for 
the management of your political concerns is underſtood to be more eſpecially his repreſentative, 
and of his choice: And ſuch ought to be the rule; for how otherwiſe can they truſt an agent 
nominated againſt the will of his principal? or how, knowing him to act under the variable in- 
ſtructions of a temporary influence, or the caſual dictates of a majority, can they rely on the 
meaſures which he may propoſe, and which a ſudden change of influence, always expected in a 
deviation from conſtitutional forms, may undo, and ſubject them, in every inſtance of their 


connection, to a continual flunctuation of affairs? 
i 


Wher the ſtate of this adminiſtration was ſuch as ſeemed to admit of the appointment of Mr. 
Briſtow to the Reſidency of Lucknow, without much diminution of my own influence, I gladly 
ſeized the occaſion to ſhew my readineſs to ſubmit your commands : I propoſed his nomination ; 
he was nominated, and declared to be the agent of my own choice. Even this effect of my caution 
is defeated by your abſolute command for his re appointment, independent of me, and with the 
ſuppoſition that I ſhovid be adverſe to it. I am now wholly deprived of my official powers, both 
in the province of Oude and in Zemindary of Benares. | | 

Nor will the evil ſtop at theſe lines. My general influence, the effects of which have been 
happily manifeſted for the ſupport of your interefis, is now wholly loſt, or what may remain of 
it ſuſtained only by the preſcription of long poſſeſſion, and ſomething perhaps of perſonal attach - 
ment, impreſſed by the habits of frequent intercourſe, | 

I almoſt ſhudder at the reflection of what might have happened at theſe denunciations againſt... 
your own miniſter, in favour of a man univerſally conſidered, in this part of the world, as juſtly 
| attained for his crimes, the murderer of your ſervants and ſoldiers, and the rebel to your au- 
thority, arrived two months ealier. You will learn with your common diſpatches what difficulties 

| kts Mahdajee 
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Mahdajee Scindia has had to ſurmount in reconciling the different members of the Mahratta State 
to the ratificationy and even when ratified, to the interchange of the duty included by him in 
May laſt with this government, I dare to appeal even to your judgment for the reply; and to 
aſk, whether the miniſters of the Peſhwa, pollefling the knowledge of ſuch a circumſtance, would 
not have availed themſelves of it to withold their conſent to the treaty, either claiming to include 
Cheit Sing as a party in it, or either overtly or ſecretly ſupporting his pretenſions, with the view 
of multiplying our difficulties ; or, which is moſt probable, waiting for the event of that change 
in the ſuperior government of Bengal, with ſuch ſymptoms portended, before they precipitated 
their intereſt in a connection with a declining influence, which they might obviouſly conclude 
would render this, with all its other acts, obnoxious to that which ſucczeded it ? 3464 


Their counterpart of the treaty is ratified, and in our actual poſſeſſion; and ſuch is the character 
of the man whom we have made our principal guarrantee of it, that it will inſure us againſt any 
change of ſentiment which might ariſe, from any cauſe, in the breaſts of his countrymen, I am 
happy in having been the ſole inſtrument of the accompliſhment of fo great an event. It origin- 
ated in a ſcene of uniyerſal revolt. encompaſſing my own perſon; it began with the immediate 
feparation of the firſt power of the Mahratta ſtate from the general war, and was fo!lowed by the 
inſtant and general ceſſation of hoſtilities, in effect by a permanent peace; for I have a right now 
to affirm this, having poſitively aſſured you that it would prove ſuch, while the formal con- 
 firmation of it remained ſo long in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, In every progreflive ſtate of it, it has met 
with obſtructions which might have diſcouraged even the moſt determined perſeverence; in the 
known indiſpoſition of the Prefiden:y of Bombay; in the calamities of the carnatic ; in the alatm- 
ing interference of the Preſident and ſelect committee of Fort St. George, by the exaggerated 
portrait of their affairs in a letter addreſſed to our miniſter, and ſent in circulation through the 
| midſt of Decan and Indoſtan, entreating him at all events, and with whatever ſacrifices, to pre- 

cipitate the concluſion of the treaty, and ſave them from deſtruction; but above all, in the ve- 
hement exclamations for peace from men of every defcription in Great Britain, to all theſe 
counteractions I have oppoſed the principle of firmneſs and defience; and, aided by the peculiar 
talents, warineſs, and incomparable perſeverence of Mr. David Anderſon, I have at length 
brought my wiſhes and yours to their deſtined point, Perhaps, with a leſs able miniſter, I might 
yet have failed; but even the mer its of his ſervices I claim as my own; for it was my choice 
which called his mind into action, and my confidence that gave it its belt exe tion. Pardon, 
' Honourable Sirs, this degreſſive exultation ; I cannot ſuppreſs the pride which I feel in this ſuc- 
ceſsful achievement of a meaſure ſo fortunate for your intereſts and the national honour for that pride 
is the fource of my zeal ſo frequently exerted in your ſupport, and never more happily than in thoſe 
inſtances in which I have departed from the preſcribed and beaten path of action, and aſſumed a 
reſponſibility which has too frequently drawn on me the moſt pointed effects of your diſpleaſure. 
But however I may yield to my private feelings in thus enlarging on the ſubject, my motive in 
introducing it was immediately connected with its context, and was to contraſt the actual ſtate 


of your political affairs, derived from a happier influence, with that which might have attended 
an earlier diſſolution of it. 0 4 | 


It is now a complete period of eleven years ſince I firſt received the firſt nominal charge of your 
affairs; in the courſe of it I have invariably had to contend, not with ordinary difficulties, but 
ſuch as moſt unnaturally aroſe from the oppoſition of thoſe very powers from which 1 primarily 
derived my authority, and which were required for the ſupport of it. My exertions, though 

applied to an unvaried and conſiſtent line of action, have been occaſional and diſſultory; yet I 
pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that in the annals of your dominion, which fhall be written after 
the ext inction of recent prejudices, thjs term of its adminiſtration will appear not the leaſt con- 
ducive to the intereſts of the Company, nor the leaſt reflective of the honour of the Britiſh name; 
and allow me to ſuggeſt the inſtructive reflection of what good might have been done, and what 


evil prevented, had due ſupport been given to that adminiſtration which has performed ſuch 
eminent and ſubſtantial ſervices without it, | 3 55 | 


You, Honourable Sirs, can atteſt the patience and temper with which 1 have ſubmitted to all 
the indigniries which have been heaped upon me in this long ſervice, It was the duty of fidelity, 
which I eſſentially owed to it; it was the return of gratitude, which I owed, even with the 
ſacrifice of life, had that been exacted, tothe Company, my original maſters, and moſt indulgent 
patrons. To theſe principles have I devoted every private feeling, and perſevered in the violent 
maintenance of my office, becauſe I was conſcious that I pqſſeſſed, in my integrity, and in the 
advantages of local knowledge, thoſe means of diſcharging the functions of it with credit to 
myſelf, and with advantages to my employers, which might be wanting in more ſplendid talents; 
and becaufe 1 had always a ground of hope, that my long ſufferance would diſarm the prejudices 
of my adverſaries, or the rotation of time produce that concurrence in the criſis of your fortune 
with my own, which might place mg in the ſituation to which I aſpired, In the mean time, 
Vor. I U. 4 N | there 
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there was nothing in acxual fate of your affairs, which could diſcourage me from the * 
'm 


-cution of this plan, re was indeed an interval, and that of ſome duration, in whic 
authority was wholly deſtroyed; but another was ſubſlit uted in its place, and that, thou 
' irregular, was armed with the public belief of an influence inviſibly upholding it, which gave it 


a vigour ſcarce leſs effectual than that of a conſtitutional power. Beſides, your government 


had no external dangers to agitate and diſcover the looſeneſs of its compoſition, 


The caſe is now moſt widely different, While your exiſtence was threatened by wars with the 
moſt formidable powers of Europe, added to your Indian enemies, and while you confeſſedly 
owed its preſervation to the ſeafonable and vigorous exertions of this government, you choſe that 
ſeaſon to annihilate its conſtitutional powers. You annihilated the influence of its executive 
member ;—you. proclaimed its annihilation ; you virtually called on his affociates to withdraw 
their ſupport from him, and they haye withdrawn it; but you have ſubſtituted no other in- 


ſtrument of rule in his ſtead, unleſs you may ſuppoſe that it may exiſt, and can be effectually 


exerciſed, in the body of your council at large, poſſeſſing no power of motion, but an inert ſuh- 


miſſion to the letter of your commands; which, however neceſſary in the wiſe intention of the 


legiſlature, have never yet been applied to the eſtabliſhment of any original ping or ſyſtem of 
eaſure. 


Under ſuch a ſituation, I feel myſelf impelled, by the ſame ſpirit which has hitherto animated 


me, to retain my poſt againſt all the attempts made to extrude me from it, to adopt the contrary 


line. The ſeaſon for contention is paſt, —The preſent ſtate of affairs is not able to bear it,— I am 


morally certain that my ſucceſſor in this government, whoever he may be, will be allowed to 


poſſeſs and exerciſe the neceſſary powers of his ſtation, with the confidence and ſupport of thoſe 


who by their choice of him will be. intereſted in his ſucceſs. I am become a burthen to the 
ſervice, and would inſtantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I not apprehenſive of creating 


worle conſequences by my abrupt removal from it. Such an act would probably be conſidered 


by Mabdajee Scindia as a deſertion of him in the inftant of his accompliſhment of the treaty, 


and defeat the purpoſes of it, which remain yet to be effected by his agency, I am alſo perſuaded, _ 
that it would be attended with the loſs of the Commander in Chief, in whole preſence alone I loo 
for the reſtoration of peace to the Carnatic, which he perhaps would think too hazardous in under- 


taking, with no other ſupport than that of a broken government. —I have now no wiſh remain- 
ing, but to ſee the cloſe of this calamitous ſcene, and for that I hoje a few months will be ſuf- 
| 


ficient, My ſervices may afterwards be ſafely withdrawn; but will {till be due, in my con- 
ception of what I owe to my firſt conſtituents, until they can be regularly ſupplied by thoſe of 
my appointed ſucceſſor, or until his ſucceſſion ſhall have been made known, and the interval but 
Mort for his arrival. | ö | | f 

It therefore remains to perform the cory which I had aſſigned to myſelf as the final purpoſe of 
this letter, to declare, as I now moſt folemnly do, that it is my deſire that you will be pleaſed 
to obtain the early nomination of a perſon to ſucceed me in the government of Fort William; 
to declare, . that it is my intention to reſign your ſervice, as ſoon as I can do it without prejudice 
to your affairs, after the allowance of a competent time for your choice of a perſon to. ſucceed 
me;—and to declare, that if in the intermediate time you ſhall proceed to order the reſtoration of 
Cheit Sing to the Zemindary, from which, by the powers which I legally poſſeſſed, land conceive 
myſelf legally bound to affert, againſt any ſubſequent authority to the contrary, derived from the 
ſame ccmmon ſource, he was depoſed for crimes of the greateſt enormity, and your council ſha'l 
reſolve to execute the order, I will inſtantly give up my Ration and the ſervice, 


To theſe declarations, ſuffer me to add this reſervation, that if in the mean time the acts of 
which J complain ſnall, on a mature reviſion of them, be tęvoked, and I ſhall find myſelf poſſeſſed 
of ſuch a degree of your confidence as ſhall enable me to ſupport the duties of my ſtation, I will 
continue in it until the peace of all your poſſeſſions ſhall be reſtored, or it ſhall be your pleaſure 
to allow me to relign it, » 

I have the Honour to be, 
Honourable Sirs, 
and faithful Servant, 


WARREN HASTINGS 
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P. S. Upon a careful reviſal of what I have written, I fear that an expreſſion which I have 
uſed, reſpecting the probable conduct of the Board, in the event of orders being received for the 
reſtoration of Cheit Sing, may be conſtrued as intimating a ſenſe of difatisfaQtion applied to 
tranſactions already paſt, —Irt is not my intention to complain of any one, but to vindicate my own 
character, and to ſtate the difficult ies of © ; ſituation.— Neither do I mean, by excepting one per- 

ſon, to caſt a cenſure on any others; yet, I feel, in my eſteem far Mr. Wheler, and in my ſolici- 
tude to avoid even the imputation of reflecting unjuſtly on his conduct, a duty impelling me to 
declare, that, in my experience of it, ſince the time that we were firſt in the habits of mutual 
confidence, it has been fair and honourable to myſelf, and zealous to the public; equally free from 
profeſſion and ſubterfuge; and his ſupport given to me, in every inſtance, equal to whatever 
claim I might have to it. * . 


W. H. 
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OBSERVATIONS on a Letter to the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company 
from Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General of Bengal, dated at Fort William, 
the 20th March, 1783, interſperſed with ſuch authentic Documents, as tend to ſhew the 
Grounds, upon which the Directors eſtabliſhed their Reſolutions reſpecting Mr. Haftings' 
Conduct towards Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares.— Printed by Order of the Court af 
Directors, November 19, 1783. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Thurſday, the 18th July 1782. 


R ESOLVED, ift. That it appears to this Court, that on the death of Sujah Dowlah in 


1775, a treaty was made by his ſuceeſſor, by which the Zemindary of Benares, with its depen- 
dencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Eaſt India Company. 


Reſolved, 2d, That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal in the management of the ſaid Zemindary (ſubject 
to the ſovereignty of the Company) on his paying a certain tribute, which was ſettled at Sicca 
rupees 22,66, 180; and that the Bengal government pledged itſelf, that the free and uncon- 
trouled poſſeſſion of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and 
guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, ſubject to ſuch tribute; and that no other 
demand ſhould be made upon him, nor any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within the 
dominions aſſigned him, 2 as he adhered to the terms of his engagements, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 3d. That it appears to this Court, That the Governor General and 
Council did, on the 5th July 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body of 
2,000 horſe, but at the ſame time declared there ſhould be no obligation on him to do it. 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, 4th. That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing per- 
ormed his engagements with the Company, in the regular payment of his tribute of Sicca 
rupees, 22, 66, 180, ; hs 

Reſolved, 5th. That it appears to this Court, that the conduct of the Governor General 
towards the Rajah, whilſt he was at Benares, was improper; and that the impriſonment of his 
perſon, thereby diſgracing him in the eyes of his ſubjects and others, was unwarrantable and 
highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken tlie confidence which the native princes of India 
ought to have in the juſliee and moderation of the Company's government. 


OBSERVATIONS, 
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O B S ER VAT ION S, &c, 

, * 0 Wenk ö : "> 04 | "0 | : 
The Court of Directors having thought proper, after the moſt mature deliberation, to come 
do ſundry reſolutions reſpecting the conduct of the Governor General of Bengal towards 

' Cheyte Sing, the Rajah of Benares, the ſame were tranſmitted to the Governor General 

and Council, with ſeveral prefatory paragraphs. Theſe reſolutions have produced a very 

' extraordinary reply on the part of the Governor General, denying, in the moſt poſitive 

terms, the exiſtence of the facts on which they were founded, | | 
As the Governor General has forborne © to detail the proofs of theſe denials,” notwithſtand- 
ing his opinion, “ that a ſimple denial of them would not be ſufficient,” his letter would 
probably have remained unnoticed, had not the zeal of his friends, by printing and circulating 


it, forced it upon the public attention, A letter calculated to bring contempt, as well as an 
odium on the Court of Directors, for their conduct on this occaſion, 


This ſtep, taken by Mr, Haſtings's friends, makes it neceſſary, in vindication of the conduct 
of the Court of Directors, to bring forward ſuch obſervations as naturally occur on the various 
affertions contained in the Governor General's letter; and in order to remove any unfavourable 
impreſſions which it may have made on the minds of the public, | nbd ox | 


The printed letter above mentioned, is preceded by extracts from the Company's general letter 
to Bengal, dated the 28th of Auguſt 1782; at the concluſion of which extracts is added the 
following note or memorandum. 15 | 


The letter from which the foregoing extracts were taken, was ſigned by the two Chairs 
« and eleven Directors.“ 7 3 | . 


It may therefore be proper, before we enter on a juſtification of the reſolutions, to which part 
of the foregoing extracts allude, to ſtate, Fog 


That for the 1ſt reſolution they were 22 Directors againſt one. 

For the 2d reſolution there were 15 againſt 8. 

The 3d refeſation palled unanimouſly, ; | 
The 4th reſolution, _ © that Cheyt Sing performed his ane &c.“ paſſed likewiſe 


unantmouſiy, 


For the 5th reſolution, after the terms of it, reſpecting the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, had been 
much ſoftened, there were 16 Directors againſt 7. | ; N 


The Governor General, in his letter reſpecting the ſaid reſolutions, has expreſſed himſelf in the 
following words: | ks 1 | | 62-2 


4 deny that the Bengal government pledged itſelf, that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion 
of the Pemibdary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaranteed to 
the Rajah and his heirs for ever. OT? | 


« ] deny that the Bengal government pledged itſelf, that no other demand ſhould be made 
upon him, nor any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within the dominions aſſigned 
bim, ſo long as he adhered to the terms of his engagements.” W's” | 

Rajah Nulwant Sing, the father and immediate predeceſſor of Rajah Cheyt Sing had rendered 
great aſſiſtance to the Company, in the war between them and the late Vizier, Sujah Dowlah, Nabob 
of Oude. Upon the concluſion of that war, General Carnac was, on the (1th June 1765, em- 
powered by the Preſident and Council of Bengal to fettle certain preliminary articles with Sujah 
Dowlah, one of which was, to ſecure Bulwant ing in the poſſeſſion of his country. And by the 5th 
article of the definitive treaty concluded by Lord Clive at IH ahabad, on the 16th Auguſt follow- 
ing, © His Highneſs Sujah Dowlah engages, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to continue Bulwant 
« ding in the Zemindaries of Benares, Gavzipore, and all thoſe diſtricts he poſſeſſed at the time 
he came over to the late Nabob Jafer Aly Khan and the Engliſh, ex condition of his paying the 
« ſame revenue as heretofore,” 0 

FR N 
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On the death of Bulwant Sing, in Auguſt 17, his ſon Cheyt Sing was, at the recommen- 
dation and requeſt of the Preſident and Council of Bengal, inveſted with the government of his 


father's territories, on his giving a nazerrannah of 20 lacks of rupees, and agreeing to an increaſe 
of two lacks and a half in his annual tribute. 


The inſtrument which was delivered to Cheyt Sing by the Vizier upon this occaſion is called 
4 treaty, in which are the following words: © excepting what is included in the preſent agree- 
< ment, thing /hall tver be demanded of you in future,")——It then concluded, „in this, God, 
< and the Prophet of God, and the Karan, are included, that between us, and our joint poſterity, 
“ there will never be a warzation hertin,” 3 | 


Ihe negociation for eſtabliſhing Cheyt Sing in the Zemindaty of his father, was carried on 
by Captain (now Colonel) Gabriel Harper. The following paſſage, in a letter from him of 
the-8th October 1770, to the Preſident and Council of Bengal, giving an account thereof, points 
out the true line of policy which ought to have been followed by thoſe who afterwards took the 
lead in that country: I will leave to the young Rajah, and ethers, to acquaint you how ! 
have conducted myſelf ; only thus much let me ſay, that I have kept a ſtrict eye not to 
« diminiſb our national honoty, difintereſiedneſs, and juflice; which I will conclude has had a 
greater effect in ſecuring to the Company their vaſt poſſeſſions, than even the force of their arms, 
< however formidable, could do.“ bs | 


The ſettlement -of the Zemindary in the family of Bulwant Sing was deemed of ſuch conſe- 
ce to the Company's affairs, that the Prefilent and Council, in their letter to the Court of 
irectors of 31ſt cf October, 11976, offer their congratulations in the following words. | 
“Permit us, honourable Sirs, to congratulate you on ſo very nappy a concluſion of an event we 
deem highly important to your intereſt. And in their letter to the Court of 24th of December 
following, they fav, “ that Cheyt Sing is now FULLY 3 with the government, to the entire 
& ſatigfaction of every one; and is confidered by the Vizier as hilding that country on the ſame terms as 
his father, the difference in the revenues extepred,” | 


The Rajah, by a letter to the Governor recgived the ꝓth of November, expreſſed his ſenſe 
of the obligation thus conferred upon him, in the following words: * The fayour of the Engliſh 
« Sirdars is ſuch that I cannot deſcribe the ſmalleſt particle thereof, and if even every hair of my 
% head was a tongue, it would be impoſſible to expreſs my ſenſe of it,” 


This event happened more than twelve months before Mr. Haſtings ſucceeded to the office of 
Preſident and Governor of Bengal; yet he has aſſerted in his printed narcative, “That 
“ Cheyt Sing obtained from our influence, exerted by myſelf, the firft zga! title that his family 
ce ever poſſefled of property of which he, till then, was only the Aumil, and of which he became 
« ihe acknowledged Zemindar, by a ſunnud granted to him by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my 
4 inflance, in the month of September, 1773. 


This M-grounded aſſertion has been noticed here in order to ſhew the neceſſity of a careful 
examination of the ſeveral poſitive aſſertions in the Governor General's letter, before a decided 
opinion be formed of the conduct of the Directors. CNT . 


In the beginning of the year 1773, it was determined by the Council-of Bengal, that their 


Preſident, Mr. Hattings, ſhould proceed to Benares, in order to obtain a perſonal interview with 
the Vizier. And in their inſtructions to him upon this occaſion, dated 23d June 1573. they ay 
We empower you to renew, on behalf of K ajah Cheyt Sing, the ſtipulation which was formerly 
e made with the Vizier in favour of his father Rajah Bulwant Sing, in confideration of his ſervices 
46 20 the Company in the year 1764. | 1 0 * | 


Mr. Haſtings having executed his commiſſion, he, on the 4th of October, reſumed his ſeat 
at the Board, .and.delirered in a report of his negociat ons. | 


Theſe negociations, ſo far as they relate to Rajah Cheyt Sing, are reported in the following 
wards : | 18 5 


ce No, 3, is. a Perſian copy of a coulnama, ar engagement, which L obtained from the Vizier, con- 
« firming to Raiab Cheyt Sing and his pofterity, the ft pulati ans formerly made in behalf of his father 
„% Bulwant Sing.—No. 4, is an Engliſh tranflation of it.— No. 5, a copy of the Vizier's pottah. 
& or rent roll, fixed with Rajah Cheyt Sing for the year 1178 and alluded to in the coulnama. 
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« No.6, an Engliſh tranſlation of the Pottah.— No. 7, the tranſlation of a letter which 
*I wrote to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as 4 further aſſurance of the condition promiſed in the 
cc * * 


c coulnama.” | 


« The coulnama was executed in my preſence, and attęſed by me. The Vizier deſired that 
tc the ſtipulations made in favour of the Rajah might be executed in this mode, rather than by 
« an article in the treaty, and it was equally /atisfafory to the Rajab. I muſt remark that he had 
« already given the Rajah a coulnama of this tenor, ſoon after the death of Bulwant Sing, through 
« the ſolicitation of Captain Harpur, by the orders of the Select Committee.—He could there- 
« fore have no reaſonable plea to refuſe the confirmation of it. Nevertheleſs he ſeemed to think 
ec his former act of ſo little validity, that he preſſed me, in very earneſt terms, for my conſent 
& that he ſhould diſpeſſeſs the Rajah of the farts of Luteefgur, and Bidjygur, and take from him 10 


« lacks of rupees over and above the ſlipulated rent; and he ſeemed greatly diſſatisfied at my refu- 


c ſal. He argued, that the treaty of Illahabad related to Bulwant Sing /o/zly, and was never 
« meant to extend to his poſterity. I confeſs the letter of the treaty expreſſes no more, yet I 
& cannot conceive that either the Rajah or Lord Clive, when the treaty was made, could 
& have intended it in that ſenſe, It has certainly been differently underſtood, both by the Company 
& and by this adminiſtration; and the Vizier himſelf had before put it out of all diſpute by the 
« ſolemn att paſſed in the Rajah's favour, on his ſucceſſion to the Zemindary, IT am well convinced 
« that the Rajab's inheritance, amd perhaps his life, are no longer. ſafe than while he enjoys the 
« Company's protection, which is his due BY THE TIES OF JUSTICE, AND THE OBLIGATIONS 
&« OF PUBLIC FAITH; and which policy enjoins us to afford him ever moſt ectually.“ 
« His country is a ſirong barrier to ours, without ſubjecting us to any expences, and we may de- 
« pend upon him as a . 54 ally, whenever we may ſtand in need of his ſervices,” | 


In the tranſlation of the coulnama given by Seb Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt-Sing, which was 
laid before the Council by Mr. Haſtings, are the following paſſages :—< excluſive of the jumma* 
6 ſpecified in the cabooleat, no increaſe ſhall ever bereafter be demanded. By the word of God, 
& and the holy Koran, and of the bleſſed Imaums, this agreement is made between me and my 
cc heirs, and you and your Heirs, and it ſhall never be deviated from.” | 


The Pottah fixes the tribute at rupees 22,48,449 ; and concludes in this manner: © by the 
& favour of God there ſhall never be any deviation from this agreement,” 


The paper No. 7, referred to in the before-mentioned report, which is a tranſlation of a letter 
from Mr. Haſtings to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a further aſſurance of the conditions promifed in 
the coulnama, is as follows ; | . | 


« From the Governor to Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


* At this time, the Vizier of the Empire having given you an agreement under his hand and 


4 ſeal, which I have counter/igned, and alſo affixed my ſeal to; it is neceſſary, that, conformably 


« thereto, and according to the treaty concluded at Allahabad by Lord Clive, and the Vizier, 
& reſpecting Rajah Bulwant Sing, your deceaſed father, you with the greateſt chearfulneſs, pay 
to the Vizier the rent thereby eſtabliſhed, in which caſe the Company will always attend to 


& your welfare, and afford you their care and protection; and in the agreements afore-mentioned, there 
„ /hall never be any breach or deviation.” | | 


Such was the relation in which Rajah Cheyt Sing ſtood to the Company, previous to the 
ſovereignty of Benares being transferred to them, upon the ſucceſſion of Aſoph ul Dowlah to 


the Subahſhip of Oude. 


Mr. Haſtings idea that the rights of Cheyt Sing were eſtabliſhed, even before the Company were 
the guarantee for the performance of the agreement between him and the Vixier, is clearly expreſſed, by 
his refuſal to permit the Vizier to diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of the forts of Luteefgur and Bidjygur, 
and to take from him 10 lacks of rupets over and above the ſtipulated rents. But when Mr. 
Haſtings, on behalf of the Company, became himſelf the guarantee of a treaty, which confirmed 
the Zemindary to Cheyt Sing and his heirs for ever, under a certain fixed tenure, how much 
more was the Company's protection due to the Rajah, * by the ties of juſtice and the obligations of 


public faith ® 
| * Amount of the tribute, 


Even 
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Even after the death of Sujah Dowlah, and immediately preceding the transfer of the ſove- 
reignty of Benares, the Reſident at the Court of the new Vizier was equally ſenſible of the 


rights of the Rajah, as appears by the following extract of a letter from him to the Governor 
General, dated 14th April 1775. 4 


4 1 quoted (to the Vizier) the treaty ſubſiſting between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
& and their heirs reſpectively, of which the Company were the guarantees. So long as the Rajah paid 


„ his kiſts when they became due, his Excellency on his part could not demand an increaſe of 
* rent or ſums in advance.. | 


And on the very eve of the concluſion of the treaty with Aſoph ul Dowlah, the young Vizier, 
Mr. Haſtings ſtept in between him and the Rajah to ſhield the latter from tlie unjuſt demands 
of the former, notwithſtanding if the money had been received from the Rajah, the Vizier had 
promiſed to pay it to the Company in part liquidation of his debt. On that occaſion the Rajah 
wrote a letter to Mr. Haſtings, which he received on the 13th May 1775, expreſſing his ac- 
knowledgments in the following words: „I have been honoured with your friendly letter, in- 
forming me, that, © agreeably to my deſire, you have written to the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, 
„to deſiſt from his demand of 6 lacks of rupees in advance.” It concludes, „ may the Almighty 
& grant vou a long continuance of every bleſſing which this world can afford, for your 
« kindneſs to me on every occaſion, who have no other dependance but on your fayour?” 


| / 
Having thus ſhewn the conneCtion between Rajah Cheyt Sing and the Company previous 

to the ſovereignty of Benares being transferred to the Engliſh, and the unalterable tenure by 

which he held his Zemindary under the Vizier, it is proper to examine the proceedings of the 


Governor General and Council, which led to the treaty with the ſucceſſor of Sujah Dowlah, by 
which that ſovereignty was veſted in the Company, 


In doing this, it is impoſſible to ſeparate the {imple negociation for obtainining the ſovereignty 
of the Zemindary from the terms upon which the Rajah was to hold it under the Company ; tor 
fo far from the latter ſubject being, as Mr, Haſtings has aſſerted in his printed letter, wholly 


foreign to the former,” it will be. ſeen they are ſo blended together, that they cannot, nor 
« indeed ought not, to be ſeparated. | 93 


The death of Sujah Dowlah happened in the beginning of February 1775; and it having been 
agreed by the Bengal Council, on the 13th February following, that a new treaty ſhould be 
executed with Aſoph ul Dowlab, his ſon and ſucceſſor, the Governor General propoſed, © That 
each member of the Board ſhould deliver in his fentiments of the conditions to be required or 
<« acceded to for the new treaty ; obſerving that not having ſufficiently conſidered the fubjeQ in 


< the latitude which has been given to it by the foregoing refolutions, he wiſhes to prepare what 
< he may have to offer himſelf. | | 


Upon which it was „ reſolved, to adjourn unto the evening, that every member tay prepare his 
« ideas on the ſubject.” 1 a | * 

But how has Mr. Haſtings ſpoken of the cool and deliberate opinion which he prepared in 
conſequence of the preceding reſolution, when he afterwards ſaw that opinion quoted by the 
Court of Directors? * God forbid (ſays he) that any expreſſion, dictated by the impulſe of 
« preſent emergency, and unpremeditatedly uttered in the heat of party contention, ſhould impoſe upon 
„ me the obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to every variable occaſion. | | 


So far from its being the intention of the Board, that their opinions in this buſineſs ſhould 
be conſidered as mere words paſſed in debate, it will be preſently ſhewn, that even in this 
imperfect ſtage of it, they deſired the attention of the Court of Directors to thoſe very opinions; 

nor was it poſſible for the Court to conſider them in any other light than as the deliberate ſent i- 


ments of each.individual member, which were hereafter to be ſo modified, as to meet the general 
concurrence. . | 


n 
— — — 
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The Board being aſſembled in the 28 the members delivered in their ſeparate opinions in 
vriting; ſo far as thoſe opinions relate to the province of Benares they are here ſubjoined. 


$ The Reſolutions here ſpoken of related only to the Vizier. 


Mr. 
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55 Mt. Francis's Opinion. 
« The Zemindary of Benares is to be made dependant as a fief on the united kingdoms of Ben- 
« gal and Bahar; and the irifute, lately paid by the Rajah to the V izier, to be paid to this Go- 


% vernment. | 


ce The preſent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindary, which may be perpetuated 
« in his family, under a fixed annual tribute, and a fixed fine at each future inveſtiture; a free trade 
« to be o between theſq provinces and his country.— Tbe Rafalls authority in his own govern- 
et ment to be lefi free and unconirouled.” Fe | 


Mr. Barwell's Opinion. 


&« "The ind: dency of Gauzepoor on Oude is a great political object, and ought to be inſiſted 
on; and car. may be eve reſpecting the revenue paid by the Rajah of that country, 


. 


the Engliſh Government ought net to land in the ſame relation to it as the late Vixier; becauſe the 
a country of Benares and et ha. is a natural barrier io theſe provinces; and the Rajah ſhould 
4 have the ſttongaſt tes of intereft to ſupport our Government, in caſe of any future rupture with 
« the Soubah of Owe. To make this his intereſt, he mu/7 not be tributary to the Engliſh Government ; 

« for from the inſtant he becomes its tributary, from that moment.we may expect him to fide 
& againſt us; and by taking advantage of the troubles and commotions that may ariſe, attempt 


* to diſbutthen himſelf of his pecuniary obligations.“ 


| Colonel Motifon's Opinion. 


„ We ſhould requite that Cbeyt Sing Zemindary be anvexed to the Subabſhip of Bengal, or 
„h bathe oe e e . 88 | 


General Clavering's Opinion, 


That the Zemindary of Benares and Gauzepoor ſhall be held by Cheyt Bing, of the Com- 
& pany, inſtead of the $ubah of Oude. 225 . 8 


_— The Naboþ to relinguiſh to the Company the ſovertignty of Benares and Gauzepoor, to be 


. 
* 
* 


eld, as at preſent, by Cheyt Sing, on bis paying his tribute to the Company. 
In order to attach this Rajah to the Company, 511 tribute ought to be diminiſbed, at traſt 


& three lacks of rupees.” 


Goyetnor General's Opinion. 


“ "That the perpetual and independent poſſeſſion of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependen- 
& cies, be con, med and guaranteed 10 Rajah Cheyt Sing, and his herrs, for ever, ſubject only to the 
annual payment of the revenue hitherto paid to the late Vizier, amounting to rupees 23, 71, 6 5b. 
12, to be diſpoſed of as expreſſed in the following article; that ud other demand be made upon 
5 him, either by the Nabob of Oude, or this Government, nor axy &ind of authority or juriſdiction 
© exerciſed by either, within the dominious aſſigned him. | | 1 


2d. That an equal partition be made of the revende of the Zemindary of Benares, between 

« the Company and the Nabob of Oude; that is to ſay, that the Rajah ſhall pay monthly to each 
„ the ſum of rupees 98,823. 2. 9; amounting, on the whole, to rupees 23, 7 1, 656. 12, per an- 
num; that this participation be expreſsly declared to be intended as a pledge and acknowledg- 
ment of the equal relation in which the Rajah and his ſucceſſors are hereafter to ſtand to both 
* Governments,” 
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The Governor General's obſervations upon his own propoſitions, are as follow: 


Obſervation on the firſt Propolitiqn, 


„ The Rajah of Benares, from the ſituation of his country, which is a frontier both 10 the pro- 
* winces of Oude and Bahar, may be made a ſerviceable ally to the Company, whenever th-ir.at- 
« fairs ſhall require it. He has always been conſidered in this light, both by the Company, and 
the ſucceſſive members of the late Council; but to inſure his attachment ta the Company, his 
interęſt muſt be connected with it, which cannot be better effected, than hy freeing him totally 
<« from the remains of his preſent vaſſalage, under the guarantee and protection of the Company ; 
and at the ſame time guarding him againſt any apprehen/ions from this Government, BY. ros 
* PLEDGING ITS FALTH, that no encroachments ſhall ever be made on his right by the Company,” 


Obſervation upon the ſecond Propoſition, 


& T propoſe this article with ſome reluctance, as contrary to my idea of the right of the Nabo 
& of Oude, in virtue of his agreement originally formed between his father and the Company; 
but it is conformable to the principle adopted hy the Board in the reſalutions * paſſed this 
* morning, and may perhaps be obtained without much opp ofition from the Nabob; at the ſame 


time that it contributes to fix the ind:pendency of the Zemindary of Benares obe meſt permanent 
& foundation. | * 


Theſe various written opinions were ordered to lie for the conſideration of the Board. 


Before it is ſtated what were the final reſolutions of the Board upon this important ſubject, it 
is neceſſary to remark, that the eftabliſhing the independency of the Rajah of Benares (whether he 
was to hold his country under the ſovereignty of the Vizier, or the Company, or both) was 3 
point in which there was no difference of opinion, It was a great political arrangement. A mere 
glance at the map will at once ſhew the wiſdom of ſuch a policy, and how much it was for the 
good of the Company to bind the Rajah to their intereſts, on conditions that wete xot to be altered 
or varied. 


| That all theſe opinions might be duly weighed by every member, the Board did not reſume ths 
conſideration of them till the 3d of March. In the intermediate ſpace, the Governor General and 
Council wrote to the Court of Directors, on the 24th of February, that as the ſubje& then un- 
der conſideration was © of great magnitude and importance, they had cho:2n to enter upon it in 
council, with all the deliberation which it requires,” © The ideas of the different members,” 
« (ſay they) will appear in ſome of their conſultations ; they are not given in as con- 
„ cluſive opinions, but as ſentiments ſubject to be canvaſſed, modified, and corrected, and 
« tending only to throw light upon the ſubjett, before the final determination of the Board; when 
that determination takes place, you ſhall be duly adviſed,” Yet theſe opinions, ſo deliberately 
given, and to which the attention of the Court of Directors is thus particularly drawn, even be- 
fore they became final reſolutions, are interpreted by Mr. Haſtings, in his letter, as expreſſions 
« unpremeditatedly uttcred in the heat of party contention.” And their ſubſequent letter to the Court 
of the 24th March, ſay, The ſubject was agitat-d in council with every degree of attention and 
« circumſtantial diſcuſſion which its conſequence demanded,” | 


On the 34 of March, 1775, as has been before obſerved, the Board reſumed the conſideration 


of the ſeparate minutes delivered in by each member on the 13th February, And among other 


leading points, relative to the propoſed treaty with the young V izier, the Governor Genet al pro- 
poſed the following queſtion: | 


Whether it ſhall be made a condition of the new treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhall exerciſe 
« a free and independent authority in bis dominions, ſubject only to the payment of his tribute.“ 


4 Mr. Francis. Ves. 
* Whc:ch relate only to the Vizier, 
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Mr. Barwell. . Les. | N 
« Col, Monſon. No, I think not, as I ſeeno advantage in it for the Company's intereſt, 


c Gen. Clavering, Provided he pays his tribute to the Company, I think he ſhould be ren- 
<« dered independent. | | | 


& Governor General, Ves.“ 


Here is a ſolemn reſolution of the Board, with only one diſſentient voice, that Rajah Cheyt 
Sing ſhould exerciſe a free and independent authority in his own dominions, ſubject only io the pay- 
ment of his tribute. And on the 24th of the ſame. month, the Board acquainted the Court of 
Directors with their having reſolved, © That the Rajah of Gauzepoor ſhould be rendered totally 
ce independent, and be left to exerciſe a free authority in his own dominions, ſubject only to the 
c payment of his tribute.” = 


The general terms upon which Cheyt Sing was to hold his Zemindary, whether under the ſo- 
vereignty of the Vizier, or the Company, or both, being thus ſettled, the next queſtion propoſed 
by the Governor General was as follows: ; | 


« Whether it ſhall be made an article in the treaty, that, in-conſideration of the engagements 
< to be entered ingp by this Government, to guarantee the poſſeſſions of the Nabob of Oude, as be- 
ce fore reſolved, he ſhall.cede and make over to the Company the whole, or any part of the tri- 
& bute due from the Zemindary of Gauzepoor ?” 


And the ſeveral members of the Board having given their opinions thereon, it was reſolved, 
That a demand be made (of the Vizier) for the tribute of Gauzepoor, but that it be not con- 
* ſidered an abſolute and indiſpenſable article in the negociation with the Nabob.“ 


On conſultation the 8th March, i s entered another minute of Mr, Francis upon this buſineſs, 
in which is the following clauſe : 


In agreeing to the propoſed independency of the Rajah of Benares, my meaning was to adhere 
cc ſtrictly to the 3d paragraph of my minute of the 13th of February. "The Zemindary may be 
« perpetuated in his family, on fixed and unalterable conditions. The conditions I propoſed tend 
« to ſecure us a great acceſſion of revenue, without any acceſſion of territory. It is highly for 
« his own advantage to be conſidered as a vaſſal of the ſovereign of theſe kingdoms, holding a 
<« great hereditary fief by a fixed tenure, and acknowledging the ſovereign of Bengal and Bahar to 
« be his Lord paramount.“ | | : 


At length the new treaty with the Vizier was finally ſettled ; by the 5th article of which the 
ſovereignty of Benares, and its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Company, 


The ſovereignty of Benares being thus transferred to the Company, the Governor General, on 
the 12th June 1775, laid before the Board the following minute and obſervations tor their conſide- 
ration, with this preface: . | 


«© Phe ſovereignty of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, having been ceded in 
6 perpetuity to the Honourable Company, by the 5th article of the treaty lately formed with the 

« Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, it becomes immediately neceſſary to determine in what manner this 

right inal be exerciſed, and the regular payment of the revenue due from the Rajah ſecured.” 


The Governor General then moved, That this ſubjeft be taken into the conſideration: of the 
* Board; and ſubmits to their correction and approval, the following plan of ſettlement with 
©* Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be obſerved until the pleaſure of the Company reſpecting it ſhall be known; 
* declaring his readineſs to acquieſce in any other which may be propoſed, on terms by which 
* more effectual proviſion may be made for the intereſt of the Company, without an encroachment 
<< on the jufl rights of the Rajah, or the engagement actually ſubſiſting with him” _ 


Pefore the recital of the Governor General's plan of ſettlement, it is neceſſary to remark, that 
though the /overeignty of Cheyt Sing's territories was removed into other hands, yet his known 
and e/tab!i/hid rights inthole territories had undergone no change whatever, They are here ac- 
knowledged to exiſt in as full and compleat a manner as when the Vizier was his ſovereign, and 

| the 
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the ſübliſting engagements are allowed to remain in full force and virtue. The nature of thoſe ju/? 
rights, and the actual extent of thoſe engagements, here recognized by the Governor General, may 
be aſcertained by the ſeveral inſtruments already referred to, and by the conſtruction put thereon 
by the Governor General, in his ſeveral interferences to prevent more being taken from the 


Rajah than the amount of his tribute. 


But to proceed in the recital of the Goyerno 


thereon. 


PROPOSITIONS. 


= 1 ft, That Rajah Cheyt Sing fhall pay in- 


ce to the treaſury of the Honourable Company 


cc at Patna, in equal monthly payment, the 
a 9 Sonaut rupees, 
« being the ſum ſettled with the late Nabob 
« Sujah Dowlah, and confirmed by an agreement, 


4c yearly revenue of 22,48, 


cc executed by the ſame Nabob, in preſence of the 
« Prefident of the late Council. of Fort William, 
« at Benares, under date the 6th September, 


9 


"= 17 73 4 


2 


ee 24, That the Rajah ſhall be empowered 
* to exerciſe a complete and uncontrouled au- 
c thority over his Zemindary, under the ac- 
* knowledged ſovereignty of the Company; in 
« the government of the country dependant on 
cc him; in the collection of the revenues; and 


< in the adtniniftration of juſtice,” | 


r General's propoſitions, with his obſervations 


OBSERVATIONS. 


There is no queſtion that the Rajah can 
well afford to pay this proportion of the rents 
« of his Zemindaryz which conſiſis of as rich 
% and well cultivated a territory as any diſtrict 
«© perhaps of the ſame extent in India. The 
«© Company have a clear and indiſputable right 
* to this ſum, nor is it likely that he will either 
© conteſt it, or defire-any temiſſion of it. Be- 
<« ftdes, the other conditions propoſed in this 
plan will virtually prove both an augmenta- 
tion of his means, and a diminution of his 
& real payments to government, as will be ſhewn 
in the rematks on the laſt article. It is pro- 


| © poſed to receive the payment of his rents at 


« Patna, becauſe that is the neareſt provin- 


„ cial ſtation, and becauſe-it would not fruſtrate 
a the intentions of rendering the Rajah indepen- 


dent, If a Reſident was appointed to receive 
„the money as it became due, at Benares, 
ſuch a Reſident would unavoidably acquire 
& an influence over the Rajah and over his 
country, which would in effect render him 
« the maſter of both. This conſequence might 


„ not perhaps be brought completely to paſs 


without a ſtruggle, and many appeals to the 
Council, which in-a government conſtituted 
like this, cannot fail to terminate againſt the 
% Rajahz and, by the conſtruction to which 


« his oppoſition to the agent would be liable, 


might eventually draw on him ſeverer reſtric- 
tions, and end in reducing him to the mean 
« and depraved ſtate ef a mere Zemindar.“ 


ce 2d. The advantage which the Rajah will 
“ receive from theſe conceſſions, excluſive of 
& the gratification which his pride would ob- 


e tain from the poſſeſſion of a fate of power and 


* dignity, unknown to any of his anceſtors, and 


© the ſecurity of his perſon and poſſeſſions, 
6% from the Company's protection, may be 
rated equal to many lacks of rupees; which, 
* though ſaved to him, are no loſs to the 
„ government on which he depends; being all 
articles of inviſible expence in fees to the 


“ miniſters, and officers of the Nabob, in the 


&« charges of a double eſtabliſhment of Va- 
keels to both governments, in preſents and 


charges of accommodation to the Nabob, during 


& his reſidence at any place within the bound- 


s aries of his Zemindary; in the frauds, em- 


« bezzlements, and oppreſſions exerciſed in the 


„ mint, and the Cutwally, befides the allowed 


profits of thoſe officers; and the advantages 
« which every man in occaſional power, or in 
the credit of it, might make of the Rajah's 
% known weakneſs, and the dread he ſtood in, 

| both 


PROPOSITIONS. 


„ That funnuds be granted to the Rajah, 
<6 eſpecially. conferring upon him the power of 
« appointing officers to the charge of the Cat- 
„ wally, and the mint of Benares : the latter 
to be ſubject to ſuch orders and regulations as 
« the Governor General and Council ſhall at 
<< any time think ĩt proper to decree.” 
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OBSERVATIONS; 


both of the diſpleaſure of the Naboby and 


the ill-will of individuals among the Engliſh 
* who were all conſidered, either in their 
<< preſent ſtations or connections, or the right 
* of fucceſſion, as members of the ſtate. of 
„ Bengal. It would be ſcarce poſi;ble to enu- 
© merate all the inconvemences to which the 


„ Rajah was liable 8 ſituation ;. or 


<. to eſtimate the preciſe effect which they pro- 
* duced on his revenue, and on the groſs amount 
* of his expences; but it may be eaſily con- 


c ceived, that both were enormous, and of a 
© nature the moſt likely to leſſen the profits of 


government, inſtead of adding to them.“ 


& 3d. Theſe offices have been 60nfidered as 
« marks of ſovereignty ; at leaſt this has ſerved 


* for the pretext to with-hold them ffom the 


% Rajah, to whom they have been a heavy 
&« grievance. The Catwally eſpecially, which 
being held in farm, and exerciſed under the 


'« authority of a prince, who had no intereſt in 


© the welfare or eaſe of the people, has always 
* been repreſented, as in it's obvious tendency 
c jt could ſcarce fail to prove, a ſource of the 
„ worſt corruption and oppreſſion, from which 
there was no appeal, If there be any weight 
4 in the plea for referring theſe prerogatives to 
* the Company, the grant of them to the Rajah 
© himſelf, by ſpecial ſunnuds, will be a ſuffici- 
cc ent expreſſion of their ſovere:gnty;although the 
c ſolemn renunciation of it, already made by the 


Nabob of Oude, is the the beſt and moſt 


c valid charter under which it can be claimed 


% and while they have three brigades, and a 
full treaſury to. aſſert it, there is no fear that 
their rights to it will be oppoſed by reaſon- 
* ings drawn from implied ſymbols of domi- 
c nion. Some regulations will be immediately 
« neceſſary for the mint, and others may occa- 
„ fionally become ſo, No alteration ſhould he 
„ made in the weight or alloy of the coin to 
e be debaſed, and the Rajah himſelf hold his 
cc right to the mint, on condition of his faith- 
ful obſervance of theſe rules. By the cuſtom 
© of Benares; all rupees ſtruck in the mint are 
4 called ficcas, and paſs as the current coin of 
c the country for one year, after which they 
« are charged with a batta, varying from 2 to 
"& 3+ per cent. according to their dates, and 
paſs under the denomination of Sonauts, or 
© Gawker Shakees, It is in theſe ſpecies 
& that the rents are payable to Govern- 
« ment; and while they continue of 
« equal and proper qualities, they may be in- 


ic troduced into circulation in the province of 


“ Bahar, without loſs to the Company, and 
« with an advantage to the collections. But 
<« the greateſt care ought therefore to be taken, 
«© that the rupees be not debaſed; for if they 
are, they will occaſion a double leſs on the 
Company, by the immediate diſcount on them 
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in the treaſury, and by a falſe currency intro- 
„s duced into the revenue 


rr Cat, — 4.3 3—— 


« Ath. That in return for theſe conceſſions, cc T rather propoſe this for confideration than 

&© and for the performance of his duty as a * recommend it; ſuch a body of well-diſciplined 
< vaſſal to the Company, the Rajah ſhall en- „ and well appointed cavalry will give credit to 

gage to maintain in conſtant pay, and ready © the Rajah, and may prove ſerviceable to this 

<« at all times for immediate ſervice, a body of © government, though the occaſions will rarel 

% 2,000 horſe, on ſuch a fixed eſtabliſhment “ happen in which we ſhall want it; the addi- 
* as ſhall be preſcribed by the Governor Gene- © tional pay will make them our own when we 

ral and Council: and that whenever the „ do want them, and will be no great expence.“ 
« ſervice of this corps ſhall be required by the | | 
Governor General and Council, it ſhall be 

© conſigned to the command of ſuch officer or 

« officers as they ſhall appoint, and be allowed 

« from the Company an additional pay or gra- 

<« tuity of fifteen rupees per month, for each 

„private man, and in proportion for the offi- 

& cers of the ſaid corps, during the time of ſuch 

« ſervice.” l- 


„ 5th, That while the Rajah ſhall continue © The voluntary reſtraint laid by Govern- 
« faithful to theſe engagements, and pungdtual © ment on its own actions will afford the Rajah 
in his payments, and ſhall pay due obedience © the greate/t confidence, and naturally inſpire 
% to the authority of this Government, no more © him with ſentiments of fidelity and attach- 
&« :demands. ſhall be made upon him by the Honour- - ment; both from the principles of gratitude 
c able Company, OF ANY KIND; or on any pretence © and ſelf-intereſt, Without ſome ſuch appear- 
ce whatſoever, ſhall any perſon be allowed to in- © ance, he will expect, with every change of 
« terfere with his authority, or diſturb the peace © government, additional demands to be made 
« of his country.” | „ upon him; and will, of courſe, deſcend to 
cc all the arts of intrigue and concealment prac- 
ce tiſed by other dependent Rajahs, which will 
* < Feep him indigent and weak, and eventually prove 
& hurtful to the Company, By proper encou- | 
« ragement and protection, he may prove a | 
« profitable dependent, a uſeful barricr, and even 4 
ea powerful ally to the Company; but he will | 
de neither, if the conditions of his connection 
« with the Company are left open to FUTURE 
«© VARIATIONS,” | 


"The foregoing minute was ordered to be circulated to the members of the Board, for their | 
more attentive peruſal and deliberation, f 


On the 5th July, the Board re- conſidered the Governor General's minute and plan propoſed 
for a ſettlement with Rajah Cheyt Sing. The 1ſt, 2d, and 3d articles were, with ſome altera- 
tions, agreed to. | 


Upen the 4th article being read, ſeveral opinions were delivered in, of which the following are 
extracts : | | 

Mr. Francis. 1 object to our compelling the Rajah to keep up an extraordinary force 
« for our ſervice, conſidering it in effect as an increaſe of the tribute; which is con- 
« trary to the principles which have guided my judgment from the firſt outſet of this 
& negociation.“ | | Bus 

Ar. Barwell,—<« ] am of opinion, that the Rajah ſhould keep up ſuch a body of forces; but 
« entertain the ſame ſentiments with Mr. Francis, reſpecting its being an enhancement of his 
&« tribute and of any degree of compulſion to induce him to do it.“ 
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Colonel Mamſon. I am of opinion the Company ſhould receive the Rujak's aſſiſtance on the 


* 


« ſame terms he gave it to the Vizier, or the preſent Nabob.“ 


General Clavering.—“ J would not compol the Rajah to keep up any troops, but I would recom- 
<« mend it to him to maintain the number which the Governor General has propoſed.” 


Governor General. Tt was far from my intentioit to propoſe this or any other artiels to be im- 
ci peſed on the Rajah by co HD oN T ofily propoſed it as am article of ſpeculation;” 
4 Upon which the Board reſolved, Tllax it be recttiniditdtd to Rajah Cheyr Sing to keep up a 


i 


& ien on him to do it. 


body of 2,600 cavalry, to be diſeiplintd after the Furopearmanner,but that there be no oblige 


There was ſuch a perfect unanimity in the Board reſpecliũg the 5th artiele of the Governor Ge- 
neral's propoſitions, that all which is recorded reſpecting it is in theſe few words: | 


Read the 5th article; approved the propoſition its this article,” 


But as this article is the moſt material of the whole, a feady excuſe will be made for repeating | 


it in this place, | 


& Reſolved, That while the Rajah ſhall continue faithful to theſe engagements, and punctual 
« to his payments, and ſhall pay due obedience to the authority of this government, no more de- 
40 mands all be made ii pon him, by the Horlourable Cimpanyy of ANY KiND; or on any pretence 
ce whatſoever ſhall any perſon be allowed fo rater fer? with lis authority, or to diſlurb the prace f 
« his country. | * 5 


Such were, in general, the terms on which Rajah Cheyt Sing was to Hold his Zemindary, and 
by a faithful adherence to which, on his part, the Company were bound to abide by them on 
theirs, | . | | | | 3 


Some { bſequent arrangements were made for aſcertaining the exact amount of his tribute, which 
was finally ſettled at ficca rupees 22, 66, 180, and the royalties of the mint, of the adminiſtration 
of juſtice, and of the police, were afterwards ſettled upon him. 


But Mr. Haſtings is by no means willing to conſent, that, in he examination of the rights and 
privileges which were poſſeſſed by the Rajah, any reference ſhould be made to the inſtruments 
which paſſed between him and Sujah | )owlah in 1770, and to thoſe of 1773, between the Rajah, 
the Vizier, and the Company, previous to the ſovereignty of Benares being transferred to the lat- 
ter; or to the opinions of the ſeveral members, and the reſolutions of the Board in conſequence, 
which were taken ſubſequent to ſuch transfer; or to the ſolemn declarations which were made to 
the Rajah on his inveſtiture. He wiſhes theſe to be buried in oblivion, and only deſires to apply 
to the deeds which paſſed in conſequence of thoſe reſolutions, and has accordingly pointed out tha 
th and following pages of his narrative, printed in Calcutta, in which reference is made to the 
Sunnud, the Pottah, and the Cabooleat, dated the 1 5th April 1776. hath 


But before we proceed to ſpeak of thoſe deeds, every one would naturally ſuppoſe that they con- 
tained the ſubſtarice bf the Board's refolutions, which were to ſerve as inſtructions to thoſe em- 
ployed in preparing the deeds; otherwiſe the deliberations of the Board were a mere folemn 
mockery; or the Sunnuds might as well have been made out immediately on the treaty being con- 


cluded with Aſoph ul Dowlah, and the terms of theſe Sunnuds left for future diſcuſſion, 


That it was at one time the intention of the Board to make the Sunnuds accord with their own 


reſolutions, as they ought to have done, appears evidently from the following minute of Council, 
26th February 1776. | | 


„ Ordered, That the Secretary do prepate a draft of ſeparate Sunnuds for the Zemindary and 
„ Cutwaila of Yenares and Jaunpore, alſo of the mint of Benares, in the uſual form, expreſſing 
the conditions already reſolved onggin the feveral proceedings of this Beard.” On the ſame day a let- 
ter was written to the Reſid-nt, wherein; after mentioning the terms of the remittance of the Ra- 
Jah's tribute to Calcutta, they inform him © that they have ordered proper Sunnuds to be prepared, 
„ ipecitying the above, as well as the ſeveral other cenditions tobich have afready been aprecd to, an 
& ſhall forward it to you to be delivered to the Rajah,” And in their letter to the Court * 
3 rectors 


( 339 ) 


rectors in the ſecret department of the 20th of the following month, they again, explain the terms 
of the remittance, and ſay, © that a Sunnud for his (Cheyt Sing's) Zemindary ſhall be furniſhed 
him on theſe; and the conditions before agreed on.“ wakes 8 


It is therefore plain, not only from the reaſon of the thing, but from the Board's own ſenſe of 
the matter, that the written deeds ought to have contained the preciſe terms on which it was 
agreed that Cheyt Sing ſhould hold his Zemindary ; and the reſolutions of the Board, and the Sun- 
nud ſhould have been, as nearly as poſſible, counter - parts of each other. | 


Indeed it is confeſſed, by one of the memhers of the Board (Mr. Francis) that «the terms 


« which were originally agreed to give the Rajah, and which be conſented to, were made the funda- 
cc mental tenure by which he held his emindary.” | 


Why, therefore, the deeds were not made conformable to the reſolutions; why they even fell 
ſhort of the Sunnuds granted to the Rajah by the Vizier, to which the Company was the gua- 


rantee, notwithſtanding the avowed policy of the Bengal government, to render him more inde- 
pendent than he was before, is difficult to conceive, | 


As the Governor General's narrative has been long fince in the hands of the public, where the 
Sunnuds, &c. by which Cheyt Sing held his Zetnindary, are ſaid to be contained, it is neceſſary, 
in this place, to compare them with thoſe held by the Rajah under the Vizier. 


It has already been ſeen, that Mr. 1 5 was the guarantee of the former Sunnuds; and that 
upon the ſovereignty of Benares being transferred to the Company it was clearly underſtood, that 
in the future plan of ſettlemꝭnt with the Rajah, na encroachment was to be made on his 5 rights, 
or the engagements atlually ſub/iſting with bim. | 


In the Coulnama given by Sujah Dowlah, in 1773, are the following words: No encreu ſe ſhall 
« ever after be demanded. In the Sunnud given by the Company, ja 1776, theſe words are 
omitted, ES 


In the Pottah of 1773, is the following ſentence : © By the favour of God, there ſhall neuer be 
cc any deviation in this agreement.” In that of 1776, this ſentence is omitted, And the Governor 
General's letter to Cheyt Sing, in 1773, concludes thus: © In the agreements before mentioned, 
&« there ſhall never be any breach or deviation.” Whether there were any variations in the Caboo- 
teat, cannot be aſcertained, for if, in 1773, Cheyt Sing executed ſuch an inſtrument, it is not en- 
teted on the records. EOSIN © 


Having pointed out theſe variations, it is neceſſary to anſwer an objection, that, to the unin- 
formed, ſeems naturally to ariſe out of the ſubject, viz. That though the ſpirit of the ſeveral re- 
ſolutions of the Board is not incorporated with the actual deeds, as it ought to have been; yet, as 
Cheyt Sing was ignorant of thoſe reſolutions, he was bound hy the terms of the Sunnuds, after 
he had accepted them, notwithſtanding their deviation from the genuine intent and meaning of 
the Council, as expreſſed in thoſe reſolutions. 


They who ſuppoſe that theſe reſolutions were confine] to the narrow limits of the Council 
Chamber; and that they remained locked up in the filent repoſitories of the other records, are 
much miſtaken, Cheyt Sing was fully acquainted with them. And by whom? By the Governor 
General and Council themſelves. For in their inſtructions to the Reſident (Mr. Fowke) at the 
Rajah's court, which were dated the 24th Auguſt 1775; not much above a month after the re- 
ſolutions paſſed, are the following words, viz. 


ce Tt will be proper to aſſure the Rajah, that we do not mean to encreaſe his tribute, but to require 
cc from him the exad7 ſum. | | 

« That under the acknowledged fovereignty of the Company, we are determined to leave him 
cc the free and uncontrouled management of the internal government of his country, and the collection 
v and regulation of the revenues, ſo long as he adheres to the terms of his engagements; and will never 
demand any augmentation of the annual tribute which may be fixed, 


« As we deem it very eſſential that the Rajah, for the protection of his Zemindary, ſhould 
ce maintain a body of regular troops, we would ſtrongly recommend to him the keeping in conſtant 
% pay, and ready at all times for ſervice, 2,000 horſe, diſciplined and clothed after the European 
& manner. Me cannot authorize you to inſiſt upon this article, However, as it appears ſo obvious 

; * tor 
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<& for his own intereſt, we doubt not but he will readily agree to it; and ĩt muſt be left to his option 
„to keep up, or redure his prefent military effabliſhment in conſequence: And as an induce- 
„ ment we will agree, whenever we may find occaſion to call for the aſſiſtance of this corps, or 
« any part of it, we will pay 4 gratuity of 15 rupees per month for each private man, and in propor- 
tien for the officers, during the time that they may be in our employ.” | 1 


But the Board were not ſatisfied with inſtructing their Refident to make the before-goin re- 
preſentation; they reſolved that a letter ſhould be written by the Governor General himſelf, to 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be delivered to Mr. Fowke, the Reſident, with his credentials, TS 


The following is extracted from it. . 


% The Board being willing to continue the grant of the Zemindary to you, in as full and ample 
* @ manner as you poſſeſed-it from the former ſovereigns, and upon the ſame terms, on your paying the 
c annual tribute, Wc.” | n 4 


This letter alſo mentions, that Sunnuds for the grant of the mint and cutwally would be here- 
aſter tranſmitted; and concludes, * the other ſources from which the Nabob of Oude drew a te- 
„ venue, will alſo be granted you, that you may poſſeſs an uncontrouled and free authority in the re- 


« ulation and government of your own Zemindary.“ 


It will plainly be ſeen, that theſe letters were written in the very ſpirit of the reſolutions of the 
Board. Indeed, thoſe reſolutions were afterwards conſidered by Mr. Francis (Conſultation 28th 
of September 1778) as © the voluntary and fundamental engagements of the government itſelf. This 
% Board was already bound to the Rajah by certain act of their own.” But with regard to the ori- 


ginal inſtruments which paſſed between the Rajah and the Company, it is impoſſible to ſay whe-, 
ther they did, or did not, accord with thoſe relolutions, 12 | | 


The deeds which Mr. Haftings has produced in his narrative, are dated the 15th of April 
1776, and made out in conſequence of the ſovereignty of the mint and cutwally being veſted in 
the Rajah ; whereas the original ones for the Zemindary were ſigned by the Board on the 4th of 
Sept. 1775, as appears by the following minute of Council on that day, made in conſequence of 
an information from the Secretary, that he had prepared the Sunnuds for Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


« Agreed, That the Sunnuds, Pottah, and Coulnama, be now ſigned and tranſmitted to Mr, 
< Francis Fowke.”——And on the 20th of November following, the Court of Directors were 
acquainted, * that Rajah Cheyt Sing had been inveſted with the Surnuds for b's Zimindary, and a 
% Kellaut in all the proper forms,” 


— 


Mx. Haſtings has complained to the Court, that at the point of the ſettlement their detail ſtops. 


The detail was neceſſarily ſtopped here; for the Sunnuds, &c. which paſſed upon the inveſtiture, 
are not entered upon the Company's records. And it is fair to ſuppoſe, that theſe inſtruments 
agreed exactly with thoſe which Cheyt Sing received from the Vizier in 1773; for in his letter to 


the Governor General, entered on the Perſian correſpondence of the iſt October 1775, he himſelf 


points out, that the Kellaut, with which he was to be preſented on his new inveſtiture, is not of the 


fame kind as that which he rcectved from the late Vizter on the like occaſion; and in conſequence 


thereof, the Board, in their le:ter to the Reſident, of the 11th of October, © deſire him to make 
« enquiry reſpecting the nature of that Kellaut, and inv him with one of the ſame ſort, on the part 


&« of this government, inſteaa of that which they formerly deſcribed is him.“ 


The impoſſibility of the Court's referring to the original deeds which paſſed at the ſettlement of 
the Zemi:idary on Ra ah Cheyt Sing being clearly thewn, as well as the probability that thoſe 
derds were ſimilar to what he received from the Vizier; we ſhall proceed to oblerve on the new 


Sunnuds, which were paited ſeveral months aſter the tettlement and inveſtiture in 1775. * 5 


On the 15th April 1776, the Secretary informed the Council, © that having prepared the 


* Sunnuds and Pottah tor Rajah Cheyt Sing's Zemindary, he begs leave to lay them before the 


& Board, with copy cf an obligation to'be executed by him for the remittance of his tribute 2” 
the Board then ſigned the former, and ordered all three to be tranſmitted to the Rajah.— Theſe 
inſtruments Mr, Hattings has annexed to his narrative, and has referied to them in his letter, 


But one material piece of information reſpecting them, Mr. Haſtings has thought proper to 


withhold; viz. That the Rajah declined the acceptance of the Sunnud and Pottab, and ebjedted to the 
execution of the Cabuolcat, = ton he . 8” POO NE I IN ye ak 
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. The Reſident ſtates to the Board the Rajah's objeRticins to them, in his letter of the 15th July, 


one of the principal of which was to the clauſe in the Sunnud and Cabooleat, by which the former 
Sunnuds ate declared to be null, | o 


' The Rajah was ſenſible of his rights, and aſſerted them. The Board were not at th's time diſ- 
poſed to infringe thoſe rights; having, according to the Governor General's expreſſion, A full 
© treaſury ;* but immediately (29th July) ordered the Secretary to prepare a new Sunnud and 
Pottah, omitting the ſentence declaring the former Sunnuds to he null, Theſe deeds were delivered to 


the Rajah, and the others, which he objeCted to, as well as thoſe originally delivered to him, were 
received back and returned to the preſidency, | | 


Notwithſtanding the hefore-mentioned tranſaction, the Governor General has printed the Sun- 
nud of 15th April, without the alteration ; and.the words, © all former Sunnuds to become null and 


&« void,” are ſuffered to remain in the inſtrument, which the Governor General has referred to as 
the actual agreement. | | 


With regard to the Cabooleat, on which Mr. Haſtings has laid fo. much ſtreſs, it was not poſſi- 
hle for the Court of Directors to gain any information from that, for it is no where entered upon 


the Company's records; and the Governor General's narrative is the only place in which it is to be 
found. ä | | 


As it clearly appears that there were three ſets of grants executed, though only one ſee u to 
have been neceflary, and one only actually ſubſiſting, it is proper here to recapitulate the various 
circumſtances of theſe tranſactions. On the 24th Auguſt 1775, the Board ordered the neceſl; 
Sunnuds to he prepared for * Sing's Zemindary, On the 4th September they were ſigned, 
though they are not entered on the Company's records. On the 24th of October, the Rajah was 
inveited with theſe Sunnuds by the Reſident, Mr. Fowke. Arid on the 20th November the 
Court of Directors were acquainted, “Ta Rajah Cheyt Sing had been inveſted with the Sunnuds for 
&« his.Zemindary, and a Kellaut, in all the proper forms.” Atter the inveſtiture it was reſolved, that 

the ſovereignty, of the mint and cutwally (adminiſtration of juſtice) ſhould be veſted in the Rajah, 

On the 22d of January 1776, the Rajah requeſted of the Board, through the Reſident at his Court, 

that he might be furmiſhed with Sunnuds, under their ſignature, for thoſe offices. On the goth 

of December, the preciſe amount of the Rajah's tribute was ſettled at rupees 22,66, 180, with 

which the Board expected his acquieſcence in conſequence of the mint and cutwally being ſettled on 
him, „and for the very great N he will derive by being thus ſecured in the free and inde- 

& pendent government of his country.” On the 26th February, the Reſident expreſſed to the Board 
the Rajah's conſent to the amount of the tribute as laſt ſettled. On which day the Board ordered 
the Secretary © to prepare a draught of /eparate Sunnuds for the Zemindary and Cutwally;” alſo 
« of tlie mint, in the uſual form, exprefing the conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral proceedings 
&« of the Board,” Ori the 15th of April the Board ſigned one Sunnud and.a Pottah (not /epargte 
Sunnuds) in which Sunnud the Zemindary, the cutwally, and the mint, are included, A tran- 
lation of the Sunnud and Pottah is entered upon the records, but not of the Coulnama. The Ra- 

jah objected to the Sunnud, on account of the clau'e, declaring all former Sunnuds to be null and 

void. The Board on the 29th July ordered new inſtruments to be made out (which are likewiſe 
not entered upon the records) omitting thoſe words. Theſe inſtruments were tranſmitted to the f 
Rajab, and. delivered to him by the Reſident, Mr. Fowke, who received back the former Sunnuds, 
and returned thoſe of September 1775 and April 1776, to the preſidency, 


Nut it is not from the letter of the deeds of April, printed by the Governor General, ſuppoſing 
they had not been rejected by the Rajah, that a judgment on this important matter is to be forme d. 
The /pirit of them is to be attended to; with a due regard to all the relative circumſtances of the caſe ; 
—to the minutes and reſolutions of the Board ;—to the declaraticns which were made to the Rajah in con- 

_ »ſequuence of theſe reſolut ions and to the great political objeft of eflubliſhirg a barrier for the ſecurity of 

” theprovinces in caſe of a future rupture with the Vizier, In 1773, the Governor General was ſen- 
fable that the /pir it and antertion of a treaty ought to be achered to when he gave fo liberal a con- 
ſtruction, in the Rajah's favour, of the treaty which had been made betwe-n his father and tl.e 
late Vizier, and in his ſeveral interferences, to prevent more being exacted from the Rajah, than 
the amount of the tribute. | | | 


Having thus ſhewn the relation in which Cheyt Sing ſtood to the Vizier, who ſettled on him 
and his heirs for ever the Zemindary of Eenares, on certain fixed conditions; and likewiſe the gua- 
rantee of the Engliſh, that thoſe conditions ſhould be adhered to on both ſides ; the ſubſequent 
agreement (acknowledging the former to be in full force) which was made with him upon the ſove- 
reignty of the province being veſted in the Company * and the folemn aſſurances which were given to 
the Rajah, by the Supremes Council, in explanation of that agreement; it is preſumed every unpreju- 
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diced perſon muſt be of opinion, that the Court of Directors were warranted in reſolving, «That 
« Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in the ma- 
c nagement of the ſaid Zemindary, (ſubject to the ſovereignty of the Company) on his paying a 
<« certain tribute to the Company, which was ſettled at rupees 22, 66, 180; and that the Bengal 
government pledged itſelf, that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Zemindary of Be- 
« nares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his feirs for 
4 ever, ſubje to ſuch tribute; and that no other demand ſhould be made upon him, nor an 
“ kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within the dominions affigned him, fo long as he ad- 
c hered to the terms of his engagements,” | | | | 


The grounds of the preceding reſolution of the Court of Directors having been thus eſtabliſhed, 
and it having been proved, that the conditions upon which Rajah Cheyt Sing held his Zemindary 
were fixed and unalterable; it is neceſſary in the next place to ſhew what was the conduct of the 
Governor General and Council to the Rajah, previous to Mr. Haſtings's laſt viſit to Benares, in 
1781, 8 . 


On the gth July 1778, the Board reſolved, “ That Rajah 2 Sing be required, in form, to 
« contribute his } Bak of the burthen of the preſent war (with France) by the eſtabliſhment of 
«© three regular battalions of ſepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at his expence,” * ; XS; 


Notwithſtanding this was, both in the letter and ſpirit of the former reſolutions of the Council, 
a direct breach of the agreement, yet the Rajah quietly ſubmitted himſelf, and authorized his 
Vackeel to declare his acquieſcence, for one year only, in the requiſition of a ſubſidy, equal to the 
expence of three battalions of ſepoys. This ſubſidy was accordingly fixed by the Board at five 
lacks of rupees ; and the Governor General expreſſed himſelf pleaſed with the Rajab's ready com- 
pliance, in a letter to him under date of the 15th Auguſt ; and on the 19th the Governor General 
and Council informed the Court of Directors, that the Rajah had agreed to pay this ſubſidy for 
one year, But on the Rajah's pleading his inability to pay the whole ſum at once, ſo little cere- 
mony was uſed with him on the occaſion, and ſo much were all former agreements forgotten, 
that, on the 28th September, directions were given to the Reſident, Mr. Graham, © to wait on 
ce the Rajah forthwith, and demand of him, in perſon, and by writing, the payment of the full 
« ſum of five lacks of muchildar rupees, the ſum at which the ſubſidy is fixed, in ſpecie, to that 
* amount, to be made to you within five days of ſuch demand; and declare to him, in tbe name of 
« this government, that his evading or neglecting to accompliſh the payment thereof, within that 
C ſpace of time, ſhall be deemed equivalent to an abſolute refuſal; and in caſe of his non-com- 
ce pliance with your demand, we peremptorily enjoin you 10 refrain fr om all fur ther intercourſe with 
« him.“ 89 


- 


The Rajah compleated this payment by the roth of October. 


It muſt be remarked in this place, that though this extra demand was contrary to the exiſting 
engagements, yet as the Rajah conſented to the payment thereof, for one year only, it was, in a 
mealure, legalized, And it really ſeemed at one time to have been the intention of Mr. Haſtings 
to abide by this condition, as appears from the following circumſtance : On the 5th May 1779 the 
Reſident at Benares wrote to the Board, that being applied to by the provincial council of revenge 
at Patna for eight lacks of rupees, on account of their very urgent neceſſities, he defired the Rajah 
to ſupply him with that ſum, beyond the amount of what was then due. In their reply to the 
Reſident on the 31ſt, the Board expreſs their ſurpriſe at his © having ventured to make a Go ind 
« upon Rajah Cheyt Sing, not warranted by his engage ments with the Company, and without any 
& authoricy from us.” The Reſident's anſwer of the 10th June following is worthy of particular 
attention. At the time I mentioned to Rajah Cheyt Sing the ſum of money government ſtood 
« in need of for their preſent occaſions, I was well aware that I could neither con/i/tent with your 
« Honourable, Board's orders, nor his engagements with the Company, demand more of him than was 
& thereby authorized; and therefore it was I only demanded payment of the amount of his kiſt due 


« the 4th May, aud left it to his diſcretion, upon the information given, whether to nd further 
« afifianceor nt,” | | 4 | 5 | ER 


Though the condition of his compliance with the demand of 1778 was, that it ſhould not be. 
drawn into a precedent, yet on the 19th July 1779, the Rajah was again required to contribute the 
further ſum of five lacks for the enſuing year; and on the 22d June 1780 five lacks more; and on 
the ad of November following, he was required to furniſh part of his cavalry. | 


On the 18th July, the very day preceding the reſolution of the Board to demand an additional 
five lacks for the year 1779, Mr. Haſtings received a letter from the Rajah, ſaying, that his ſole 
reliance was on him, “and that in every inſtance I depend on your faith, religion, promiſes, and 
«c ations, | g 6 : 
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Afterhe had come to the knowledge of this demand, the Rajah wroteto the Governor General as 
follows: “ Laſt year ge directed Sheik Ally Nuckey * that I ſhould by any means, by diſpoſing 
« of my feels, or by borrowing, make this one payment (alluding to the demand of 1778) and I 
« /hould not be called upon in future ; and that you would take every means for my advantage and 
« ſupport. I accordingly put in practice every method in my power; and by loans made good 
<« the requiſition. It is now abſolutely out of my power to raiſe the ſum required, and I am 


therefore hopeful that you will be kindly pleaſed to excuſe me the five lacks now demanded, and 
«© that nothing may be demanded of me beyond the amount expreſſed in the pottah,” 


This letter was received on the 27th Auguſt, On the 28th the Governor General replied to 
it; and without taking the ſmalleſt notice of the Rajah having charged him wi h a breach of pro- 

miſe, he ſays, © I now repeat my demand, that you do on the receipt of this, without eva/ion or 
delay, pay the five lacks of rupees into the hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has orders to 
receive it from you, and authority, in caſe of your refuſal, to ſummon the two battalions of 
© ſepoys, under 18 command of Major Camac, to Benares, that meaſures may be taken to oblige 


« you to a compliance; and this caſe, the whole expence of this corps from the time of its march will 
fall on o. : 


The Rajah, notwithſtanding the poſitive terms of the laſt-recited letter, was yet unwilling to 
believe, that the Faith, religion, promiſes, and actions, on which he had placed ſo much de- 
pendence, would all of them prove of no avail. He accordingly addreſſed another letter to Mt. 
Haſtings, which was received the 20th of September, and of which the following is a copy : + 


« Every; two or three days, I am called upon to pay five lacks of rupees; your gracious letter 
on this ſubject, honoured me by its arrival; I have diſpatched an arzee in anſwer, which will 
% have been preſented to you. In obedience to your order, I laſt year, by every means, and 
«* borrowing from all quarters, raiſed the ſum, and at that time, you promiſed that it ſhould nat 
&« happen again. I have it not in my power at preſent, You have before honoured me with the 


title of ſon, and regarding me as your ſon, you have protected me; 1 am therefore hopeful, that 
I may be excuſed from this requiſition,” ike 5: TE e N 5 
Here the Governor General is again charged with a dire# breach of promiſe to the Rajah. Mr, 
Haſtings replied to thigon the 25th, repeating the threat of ſending troops into his country, but 
taking no notice, as before, of the repeated charge of having broken his word with the Rajah, 


Thus upon the Rajah's declaring his inability to comply with the demand of 1779, and plead- 
ing the promiſe of exemption, two battalions of ſepoys were ordered to march to Benares, to inti- 
midate him; and the Board inſiſted on his paying the expence of the troops thus ſent to ſecond 
their demand. And on their requiring the balance of the ſubſidy in October 1780, the Governor 
General and Council not only again ordered troops to march into his territories, hut they threatened 
him with a fine of one lack for diſobedience, | 
Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders the agreement made between Cheyt Sing and the Vizier in 1770; 
the nature of the ſubſequent connection between the Rajah, the Vizier, and the Company, formed 
in 1773, as before deſcribed ; the force of the minutes and reſolutions of the Board upon the ſove- 
reignty of Benares being transferred to the Company, as above recited ; the ſolemn declarations 
which were made to the Rajah on his inveſtiture, as contained in the inſtructions to the Reſident 
at his court, and in the Governor GeneraPs letter to him upon that occaſion, which have been al- 
ready teferred to; the line of policy which the Bengal Government had preſcribed to itſelf; and 
the general tenure by which Cheyt Sing held his country. Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders all theſe 
points, with their relation to each other, muſt be convinced, that the various demands thus made 
upon the Rajah were not founded in juſtice ; nor are they to be defended by any arguments drawn 
from the wants and neceſſities of a Government inyalved in difficulties, or the reputed wealth and 
proſperity of the Rajah. | 


Obliging the Rajah topay an additional ſubſidy of five lacks for the expence of three battalions 
of ſepoys, could only be juſtified upon the plea, that by the original agreement he was to maintain 
a body of 2,000 horſe. But it has been ſhewn, that the Board refuſed to aſſent to this propoſition. 
They left it entirely optional in the Rajah; and if at any time they needed the aſſiſtance of this 
force, he was to be paid at the rate of fifteen rupees per month per man; and ſo in proportion for 
the officers, during the time they might be in the Company's employ. <4 


lis Vackeel. 
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One of the members of the Board (Mr. Francis) declares in his minute of the 14th September 
1778, „That he did, from the firſt, expreſs a doubt, whether the Board had ſtrictly a right to 
<- encreaſe their demands upon the Rajah, beyond the terms which they originally agreed to 
4 give him, which he confented to, and which, as Mr, Francis has conſtantly underſtood it, 
«-were made the fundamental tenure by which he held his Zemindary, If ſuch demands can be en- 
« 'creaſed upon him at the diſcretion of the ſuperior power, he has no rights, he has no propurty, er 
« atleaſt he has no ſecurity for either. Inſtead of five lacks, let us demand fifty; and whether le 
« refuſes, or is unable to pay the money, the forfeiture of his Zemindary may be the immediate 
& conſequence of it, unleſs he can find means to redeem himſelf by a new treaty.” | 


There was but too much of a prophetic ſpirit in this minute of Mr. Francis; for notwithſtand- 
ing in the credentials given to the Governor General and Council, (conſiſting only of himſelf and 
Mr. Wheeler) the 3d July 1781, previous to his ſetting out on his intended journey to Benares, 
the arrangements he was to make in that province, were to be © conſonant to the mutual relation 
&« and actual engagements ſubhiſting between the Company and the Rajab;“ it appears from the evi- 
dence of Mr, Wheler, that Mr. Haſtings had actually come to the {ecret reſolution (for it is no 
where entered on the records) without the ſmalleſt regard to that relation and to theſe engagements, 
of obtaining 40 or ro lacks of rupees } Yor this very Rajah; and in caſe of his Tale he determined 
either to remove him from his Zemindary entirely, or by taking immediate poſſeſſion of a. l 
« his forts, to obtain out of the treaſure depoſited in them, the above ſum for the Company.“ 


This is further corroborated by the affidavit of Major Palmer, the Governor General's militar 
Secretary, with this additional circumſtance, that by ſome means or other the Rajah, having 
heard of the Governor General's intentions, had made him an offer of 20 lacks 1 rupees for the 
Public ſervice; © but that he, the Governor General, was reſolved to inſiſt upsn the firſt mention. d 
*© ſum of 50 lacks of rupees ; and if the Rajah ſhould abſolutely refuſe the demand, that he, tl.e 
* Governor General, would deprive him of his Zemindary, or transfer the ſovereignty thereof to the 

4 Nabeb Vixier. 5 | | h | 


It is ſaid, that the“ Governor General thought the Rajah's offences were ſuch as to require 
« early puniſhment; and as his wealth was great, and the Company's exigencies preſſing, it was 
6 thought a meaſure of policy and jx/tice to exact from him a large pecuniary mulct for their re- 
. lief. | 25 | 
; 


But how different were Mr. Haſtings's ideas of policy and juſtice at a former period, which has 
been already referred to, when he would not ſuffer the Vizier to “ diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of the 
4 forts of Luteefgur and Bidgygur, and take from him ten lacks of rupees!” At that time the 
Governor Canes was convinced © that the Rajah's inberitance, and perhaps his /ife, were no 
* longer ſafe than while he enjoyed the Company's protection, which (ſays the Governor General) 
4 js his due by the ties of 7u/tice and the obligations of public faith, and which policy enjoins us to 
* afford him ever moſt effectually.“ 


Thus, in 1773, the natural ſovereign of Rajah Cheyt Sing is prevented from taking from him 
two forts and 10 lacks of rupees above the flipulated rent, through motives of zuftice and policy; and 
in 1781, after the ſovereignty had been transferred, though with a reſervation of the © juit rights 
c of theRajah” under the former ſovere gn, 7u/tice and policy required that his new ſovereign ſhoul1 
exact from him 40 or 50 lacks of rupees more than his rent, or wreſt from him the whole of his Te- 
mindary l | | = | | 2 | 
Tf juftice and policy were to be the guide of Mr. Haſtings's actions upon this occaſion, they 
ought to have operated more ſtrongly than ever in the Rajah's favour. As to the firſt, we:e ue 
not bound to him by additional obligations And as to the laſt, it was furely become mo:e our 
intereſt to cement his attachment by gentle treatment, than when he was only an ally; For. in his 
new ſituation, had he been, on any | re rupture with the Nabob of Oude, from ill ufage, in- 
duced to take part againſt us, we ſhould not only have loſt the benefit of his alliance, but alto a 
clear annual revenue of upwards of 260, oool. per annum. | as 


But wherein did the Rajah's delinquency conſiſt ? not in his want of punctuality in the payment 
of his tribute; this has never been affirmed. It muſt conſiſt then, in his not complying with the 
repeated demands of the Board for a ſubſidy, contrary to the cxiltmg engagements, Let yok 


* Vide Governor General's Narrative. 
+ Narrative, Appendix. 2 
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mitted that the Rajah diſcharged theſe with that reluctance which ever attends the liquidation of 
unwarrantable demands, yet there was nothing due on any of theſe new demands for months 
preceding the Governor General's journey to Benares, 6) ; 


The demand of 1778 was made in July, and wholly diſcharged by the roth of Odtober, 


That of 1979 was likewiſe made in July, and wholly diſcharged by the 21ſt of Odtober ; and 


** * the Rajah paid 20,000 rupees for the expence of the detachment ſent to enforce this 
mand, | 


The demand of 1780 was diſcharged by the 18th of October; and whoever reads the charges 
brought againſt the Rajah, as contained in the Governor Generals firſt letter to him, after his 


arrival at Benares, which is printed in the Narrative, muſt be convinced that they were clearly 
refuted by the Rajah's anſwer, | | 


As to the third reſolution of the Court of Directors, it was merely a reſolution of fact, found- 
ed on the proceedings of the Bengal Government, in July 1775, and went to ſhew the independency 


of the Rajah's ſituation, The following paſſage, therefore, in the Governor General's letter, 
ſeems utterly unintelligible, 


&« I deny that I ever required him to keep up a body of 2,000 horſe, contrary to the declara- 
tion made to him by the Governor General and Council, on the 5th of July 1775, that there 
* ſhall be no obligation on him to do it.” ; | 

It is equally unneceſſary to remark on Mr. Haſtings's denial, reſpecting. the 4th reſolution. — 
This is likewiſe a reſolution of fact, that the Rajah was regular in the payment of his tribute, and 
what is not denied by the Governor General. The Court have acknowledged the ſovereignty of 
the Company over the Rajah in their 2d reſolution, But, that the Governor General and Coun- 
cil had a right to iſſue any orders in dire violation of the actual agreement ſubyfſting with the Rajah, 


no one who ſeriouſly conſiders the nature of that agreement, in all its circumſtances, will venture 
to aſſert. 


But with reſpect to the laſt reſolution of the Court of Directors, every one muſt join iſſue 


with the Governor General, and agree, that from the premiſes which have been already eſtab - 


liſhed, in the former part of theſe obſervations, © the terms improper, unwarrantable, and highly 


te impolitic, are much too gentle. The /tri& performance of ſolemn engagements on one part, followed 


« by aels directly ſubverſive of them, and by total diſpoſleſſion on the other, flamps on the perpetrators 
&« of the latter, the guilt of the great-/t poſſible violation of jaith and juſtice.” | 


The obſervations on what has fallen from Mr. Haſtings, reſpecting the reſolution of the Court 
of Directors laſt ſpokes of, muſt not be diſmiſſed without a remark on the following paſſage in 
the Governor General's letter : | | 


c 1 deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a nat ive prince of India, Cheyt Sing is the ſon of a 
„ colleCor of the revenue of that province, which his arts, and the misfortunes of his maſter, 
& enabled him to convert to a permanent and hereditary poſſeſſion.“ 


Though it is no where aſſerted in the reſolutions of the Court of Directors, that Cheyt Sing 
was a native prince of India, yet it may not be improper to obſerve, that, with regard to Cheyt 
Sing's predeceſſor, Bulwant Sing, who is here called * @ collector,“ it has already been ſhewn, 
that for the powerful military affittance which he afforded the Company in the war with Sujah 
Dowlah, Mr. Haſtings was, in 1773, empowered to renew, in behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the 
ſtipulation which was formerly made with the Vizier in favour of the father. And in a letter 
from Rajah Shitabroy, which is entered upon the Bengal Conſultation of the 21ſt of November, 
1764, Bulwant Sing is called, a © perſon of high rank, and the Zemindar of a frontier country,” 


With reſpect to Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings himſelf has called the Zemindary © his inheritance.” 


In the inſtrument printed by the Governor General, 15th of April 1776, he is termed © the great 


cc Chief Rajah Cheyt Jing Behadre,” By the inſtructions to the Reſident at Benares, of the 24th 
of Auguſt 1775, he was to be inveſted © with a kellaut in his palace, with all the uſual formali- 
« ties. And by the Reſident's account of this matter, the ceremony was performed in all the 
parade of Eaſtern magnificence. hut here another, and 4 more ſtriking circumſtance, may be 
added in proof of the Rajah's elevated fituation, On the 24th of November 1775, Lieutenant 
Colonel Parker, who had the command of a brigade in the neighbourhood of Benares, acquainted 
General Clavering, that the Rajah had paid him a viſit, and had made him preſents, © which, 
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* (ſays he) I did not reject, as it would be looked upon as the greateſt flight I could offer to an 
* Eoftern Prince.” This letter was laid before the Council on the 6th of December. And ſo far 
was Mr, Haſtings from being dilpoſed, at that time, to diſpute the rank which Mr. Parker thought 
he had among the Princes of Hindoſtan, that he iinmediately gave it as his opinion, “ I hat nei- 
<« ther the Rajah ought to have made the preſents, nor Colonel Parker accepted them, becauſe 
« they were the pledges and marks of inferiority of the giver to the receiver; and I think it will 
become both the ju/tice and dignity of this Board, to lay down ſuch rules as ſhall prevent the 
« Rajah hereafter from ſubjecting himfelf, or being ſubjected to ceremonies unbecoming his rank 
« and character.“ Upon which the Board reſolved, that the Rajah ſhould pay the firſt viſit to 
none but the Governor General, the Chief Juſtice, and the members of the Board. 


Such as are ſtill doubtful of Cheyt Sing's elevated ſtation, are referred to the 33d and 34th 
pages of Mr, Haſtings's printed letter, where there is as ſtrong an implication of his princely rank, 
as it is poſſible for words to convey. R ; 


With the ſame view of lowering in the eyes of the public the real ſtandard of Cheyt Sing's 
ſituation, the Governor General ſays, in his printed narrative, I ſuſpe& that the deeds which 
i paſſed between him and the Board, on the transfer of the Zemindary to the Company, in 1775, 
« are by many underſtood to bear the quality and forc e of a treaty of optional conditions between 
« equal States. To ſuch I reply, that ſuch an opinion is itſelf criminal to the State of which he 
« was a ſuhject; and that he was himſelf amenable to its juſtice, if he countenanced the belief. 
<« Hepaid no tribute to the Company, but a fixed annual rent. And the inſtruments for his Ze- 
« mindary were drawn preci/ely in the ſame form as inſtruments of the ſame denominations inter- 


changed with the Zemindars of Bengal.” 


As to the annual ſum which the Rajah was to pay on account of his Zemindary not being to 
be conſidered in the light of a tribute, it is termed fo, with very few exceptions, from one end of 
the records to the other; in moſt of the letters from the Council to the Court of Directors, which 
ſpeak of the ſubject, and even in the Governor General's own letter to the Rajah on his inveſti- 
ture. 


With regard to his being looked upon as a mere Zemindar, the Reſident at the Court of the Vi- 
Zier, in a letter written to the Board, the 14th April 1775, which was previous to the ſovereignty 
of Benares being veſted in the Company, declared to his Excellency, © Thar he muſt expect to 
. < ſee Cheyt Sing protected; for that he was not to be put on a footing with his other Zemindar s.“ 
And in a letter from the Board to the Reſident at Benares, the 20th May 1776, it is acknowledged, 
That he is on @ very different footing from other Zemindars.“ | 


But a peruſal of the following minute of the Board, will put the matter beyond diſpute. 


Conſultation, 4th September, 1775, 


The Secretary informs the Board, that the Sunnuds for the Rajah Cheyt Sing being prepared, 
< he circulated the following propoſal of the Governor General for their opinion: 


« The Governor General directs me to requeſt the opinion of the Board, whether the Pottah, 
« Sunnud, and Coulnama, for the Zemindary granted to Rajah Cheyt Sing, ſhould be figned by 
c him alone, or by the Board; remarking, at the ſame time, that it has been cuſtomary for 
C Duanny Sunnuds to receive only the ſignature: of the Governor; but he thinks, that as the 
nature of the preſent grant is d;Ferent, and may be confadered' more in the light of a TREATY, 
they ſhould be ſigned by the Board.“ | | 


« Agreed, that the Sunnud, Pottah, and Coulnama, be now ſigned, and tranſmitted to Mr, 
& Francis Fowke,” | | ION 


But to ſum up the whole in a few words :—In 1765, Bulwant Sing, on account of milita 

ſervices rendered to the Company, was, through their means, ſecured in the poſſeſſion of his 
country. In 1770, Cheyt Sing, his fon and ſucceſſor, was confirmed in the government of his 
father's territories, on paying a fixed tribute, by a treaty executed by the Vizier, declaring the 
terms of it to extend to the poſterity of either party; under which treaty Mr, Haſtings, from motives 
of juſtice and policy, would not ſuffer the Vizier to take from the Rajah more than the ſtipulated 
ſum. In 1773, the former agreement was renewed between the parties, which, as before, was 
to extend to their reſpective heirs, To this agreement Mr Haſtings, on the part of the Britiſh 
Government, was the guarantee, In 1775, the ſovereignty of Benares was transferred to the 
| | Company; 
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Company; and with a reſervation of the juſt rights of the Rajah, and a due regard to the actual 
engagements ſubſiſting with him, new ſunnuds were iſſued in conſequence of ſundry retolutions 
of the Bengal Council, adopted with a view to the Rajah's independency, thereby eſtabliſhing a 
ſtrong barrier to the Company's provinces. Aſſurances were at the ſame time given to the Rajah 
that no demands of any kind ſhould be made upon him beyond his tribute, and that noone ſhould 
be ſuffered to diſturb the peace of his country, In 1778, regardleſs of former aſſurances, and in 
direct oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed policy, an additional demand was made upon him of five lacks 
of rupees, on account of the war with France, In 1779, notwithſtanding his conſent was for one 
yeat only, and his inſiſting that he had a promiſe from Mr. Haſtings, that it ſhould not be re- 
peated, and which was not contradicted by him, another demand was made for five lacks more, 
and troops were ordered into his territories to enforce this demand, the expence of which he was 
obliged to deiray, In 1780 the demand was repeated; and notwithſtanding the Rajah had aftval! 
diſcharged all theſe extra demands, and was ever punctual in the payment of his ſettled tribute; 
yet in 1781 Mr. Haſtings repaired to his capital, with an avowed intention to exact from him the 
enormous ſum of fifty lacks of rupees, (though the Rajah, hearing of his intention, had previouſly 
made him an offer of twenty lacks) and in cafe of his refuſal, to diſpoſſeſs him of his Zemindary, 
He was arreſted in kis palace at Benares, a city held in the higheſt veneration throughout India, 
His own foldiers'overpowered the party which guarded him, and in the confuſion “ the Rajah 
found means to eſcape through a wicket, which opened to the river, and the banks being ex- 
& ceedingly ſteep in that place, he let himſelf down by tubans, tied together, into a boat which 
« was waiting for him, and conveyed him to the oppoſite ſhore *.“ Several actions afterwards 
took place between the troops of the Company and thoſe of the Rajah; and his ſeveral forts, to 
which he had flad for protection, were ſucceſſively captured by our forces. And as (according to 
Mr. Haſtings) “the exiſtence of a fugitive chief in the wilds and mountains would be little re- 
„ garde, when he was expelled from the capital of his government, and the ſeat of his collections &: 
he was proſcribed by public proclamation; the Rauge ] was conferred on the grandſon of Rajah 
Bulwant Sing, by a daughter married to Bauboo Doorgbejey Sing, and the unfortunate Rajah 
Cheyt Sing (a wretch & indeed!) is now a wanderer in Hindoſtan ! | 


It only remains to obſerve, on the concluſion of Mr. Haſtings's letter, where, in the ſame 
ſpirit of difobedience to the orders of the Company wh:ch has too long characterized his govern- 
ment, he declares his intended oppoſition to any direCtions which may be given him for the reſto- 
ration of Rajah Cbeyt Sing to the Zemindary of Benares. 


Whether ſuch a meaſure be expedient, or not, will probably be the ſubject of future conſide- 
ration, And as the Company's affairs are now under the inveſtigation of Parliament, it muſt be 
the wiſh of every one, that ſuch regulations may be formed, and ſuch fundamental principles 
eſtabliſhed, for the future government of the Company, as will enſure to the natives of India, of 
ail denominations, that ſecurity and happineſs which they have a right to enjoy under the influence 
of the mild and equitable ſpirit of the Britiſh Government, 


— — 
EXTRACT of Court's Letter io Bengal, dated the 28th January, 1784. 


bd 
Par, 7. W E muſt not ſuffer the Governor General's letter, relative to our reſolutions about 
Cheyte Sing, to be paſſed over in filence, wearing, as it does, the appearance of animadverſions 
on the conduct of his ſuperiors, not to be juſtified in his fituation, | 


8. The Court of DireCtors have not only an undoubted right, but their duty calls upon them 
to condemn any meaſure that ſhall appear of a dangerous tendency ; the conduct towards 
Cheyte Sing was, in their eye, liable to deſtroy that confidence fo neceſſary to be preſerved with 
the country powers; the Court therefore hoped, by their marked diſapprobation, to prevent any ' 
ſteps of the like kind in future. After the reſiſtance which the Rajah had made, no counte- 
nance could be conſiſtently ſhewn him; nor was any meaſure for his reſtoration ever propoſed. 
But whilſt the Governor General remains ſubject to the orders of the Court of DireQors, he is 
bound to yield to their decrees. Therefore as his letter, addreſſing them with ſuch unguarded 
warmth, muſt carry with it the appearance of tending to reſiſt thoſe whom it is his duty to obey, 
we conſider him in that reſpect to have been very blameable. However; we turn aſide from this 
diſagreeable ſubject, to expreſs great approbation at the extraordinary exertions of our Governor 


* Governor General's Narrative. T Ditto. I Dino. 
$ Vide Governor General's Letter. 
. | | General 
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General and Council, to counteract the defigns of our numerous enemies, and to furniſh ſuch 
large affiflance and ſupplies for the Carnatic, in its waſted. and deſolate condition. It is to the 
abilities of our Commander in Chief, whoſe loſs we ſincerely lament, aided by your vigilance and 
ſupport, we owe the preſervation of that country, as the powerful irruptions of Hyder, and the 

hoſtile meaſures of France, had difabled our Governor and Council of Fort St. George from de- 
fending the poſſeſſions of our Ally the Nabob of Arcot, . 


— ————— 


To the Honourable William Hornby, Eſquire, Preſident, &c. Select Committee at Bombay. 
Gentlemen, 


Ov R regret at the unfrequency, or perhaps unavoidable interruption of your correſpondence 
with us upon the affairs of your Prafilency, is proportioned to our anxiety for their proſperity, 
and the critical relation which the conduct of thoſe affairs now bears to the general fortune of. 
Britain in India. 8 


From the commencement of the Mahratta war this Government, under even a change of opi- 
nion, had but one line of purſuit, and that was directed to peace. The difference of opinion ex- 
tended only to the ground upon which that peace ſhould be eſtabliſhed and ſecured. In the firſt 
ſtage of the war, the ruling opinion of this Government, diffident either of the principle upon 

hich it was begun, or of the force with which you conducted it, interpoſed its pacific check. 

n the ſubſequent and actual ſtage of the war, it was the wiſh of this Government to enable you 
to conduct it to an honourable and advantageous termination; a termination which was connected 
with the proper eſtabliſhment of the reputation of your arms, and the neceſſary excluſion of our 
natural enemies from any footing in your neighbourhood, 


It is neither our meaning, nor of preſent utility; to enter into any diſcuſſions of retroſpect, 
much leſs of accuſation. Ihe public intereſt calls for other meaſures ; and theſe ſhould be, the 
union of every ſentiment and every ability to make the beſt of our actual ſituation, and to ſecure 
the public ſafery amidſt the attacks of our numerous enemies. 


The late poſitive orders of our employers, in their commands of the 11th of April laſt, are, to 
conclude a peace with the Mahrattas at all events, and to carry the war from your coaſt into 
the dominions of Hyder Ally, the avowed ally of our natural enemies, and the moſt dangerous 
invader of our poſſeſſions. 


From the neceflity of the times, and obvious line of policy, which dictated thoſe injunctions 
of our employers, a letter was addreſſed to you on the 11th September laſt, ſigned by Lord Ma- 
cartney, Sir Eyre Coote, Sir Edward Hughes, and Mr. John Macpherſon; that letter was tran(- 
mitted through the Mahratta miniſter at Poonah, and it was left to their pleaſure to forward it 
or not, as they adopted the conditions upon which it was to claim your attention, 


In October laſt, we addreſſed to you a letter through the communication of our Governor Ge- 
neral, who was then at Benares, and whom we vetted with the fulleſt powers of this Government 
to correſpond with you upon the ſubject of a peace to be concluded with the Adminiſtration at 


Poonah. 


Copies. of the joint letter from Fort St. George of the 11th of September Jaſt—of the letter 
upon the ſame occaſion to the Peſhwah—of the letter from the Court of Directors in April laſt 
and of our letter to the Governor General in October, and of that addreſſed by us to you through 
him, as well as. of his inſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, who is appointed Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
upon the part of this Government to Poonah, go numbers with this letter, 


The purpoſe and object of thoſe reſpective papers is clear and definitive. We communicate 
them to you to impreſs more forcibly, if poſſible, upon your minds the general wifh, both here 
and at home, to conclude: a peace with the Mahrattas, and proſecute the war more vigorouſly 
againſt Hyder Ally. The ſeparate peace which has been concluded with Scindia will certainly 
facilitate both thoſe objects: but the firſt object is become daily more intereſting, as experience 
convinces us that no military efforts from the coaſt of Coromandel can repel Hyder from. the Car- 

natic, 
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matic, while that country can afford no ſubſiſtence to our army, and while the enemy has un- 


diſturbed ſupplies from his own extenſive dominions in his rear. 


In this ſituation, n-t all the proviſions and extra revenue and credit which this Government 
is able to ſupply can do more, even when we command the ſea, than ſubſiſt the army upon the 
cvaſt of Coromandel, and enable it to march through the deſolated tracts of the Carnatic, to 
meet the enemy where he chuſes to ſtand, and relieve thoſe interior fortreſſes, which, ſhould they 
once fall under the dominion of Hyder, would adyance the limits of his empire almoſt to the 


walls of Fort St. George. 


Our enemy may now be ſaid to interpoſe the Carnatic as a deſart between him and our ven- 
geance from that quarter, with the advantage upon his part of keeping us continually in the field 
without our having the power to improve our ſituation, even when we defeat him; but with this 


momentous diſadvantage upon our ſide, that while we are thus fituated upon the coaſt of Coro- 


mandel, our European enemies may, if they come in ſuperior naval force, unite with Hyder, to 
ſtarve us out of our ſtrongeſt hold in the country, Is there no extrication from this dilemma : 


We truſt there is; nor does there ſeem to be a moment to loſe to decide about the neceſſary mea- 
ſures for this important end, | 


* 
” 


It is obvious to the plaineſt judgment, that the firſt neceſſa tp to the relief of the Carnatic. 


muſt be an interruption to theſe ſupplies which enable Hyder Ali to keep the field with ſuch 
decided advantages, The quere then is, Whether it is moſt expedient to leave our poſts in the 
Carnatic unprotected, and, while we are ſuperior at ſea, to embark our troops from Fort St. 
George to invade Hyder upon his -own coaſt? or, ſuppoſing it ſhould be found impracticable to 
effect a peace with the Mahrattas by any formal ſtipulations, that you ſhould relinquiſh all the 
countries upon the continent that you cannot maintain if a conſiferable part of your army is 


withdrawn; and, that after garriſoning Bombay and other po!ts effectually, that yon ſnould, with 


the remainder of your forces, make an exertion againſt Hyder Ali where he is moſt vulnerable, 
in his own dominions ? 1 | | 


In a political ſituation, ſuch as we are in at preſent, it is often neceſſary, without yielding o 
any deſpondence, to have in view the worſt turn that affairs may be likely to, ot can poſſibly take, 
in order to be prepared for the event, hrs 5 | 


Let us then ſuppoſe that every advance we make to peace with the Mahratta adminiſtration 
ſhall only tend toraiſe their demands, and encourage their inſolence; that they may exact con- 
ditions which we cannot in honour accede to; and that while Ragoba is, in any ſhape, under our 
proteCtion, or the adminiſtration that firſt eſpouſed his cauſe continued at Rombay, the miniſters 
at l ooha may not think themſelves ſure in any peace that our preſent neceſſities may dictate. 


Let us ſuppoſe farther, that any connection with either, or even their hopes from the aid of 
France, may encourage them to look beyond the recovery of thoſe poſſeſſions which they have 
loſt in the war; and, in a word, that neither our management in nee ociation, or the fears of 
our reſentment, can obtain for us an immediate peace with Poona : under theſe ſuppofit ions, the 
moſt unfavourable that can be advanced, it is of moment to determine, whether our withdrawing 
from the Mahratta war, under the reputahle cover of orders from home, is not preferable to the 
carrying it on feebly,—while a war, not of conqueſt, but of ſelf-defence, preſſes hard upon 
the exiſtence of our influence in a quarter where, if the influence is loſt, it cannot be eafily re- 
gained as in your neighbourhood, 


To ſuppoſe that this Prefidency, or the abilities of the Comjany, can ſupport the Mahratta 
war, fo as by conqueſt (at the expence General Goddard has ſtated) to enforce a peace, and at 
the ſame time defray the expences of the deſenſive war in the Carnatic, is to ſuppoſe an impofſi- 
bility, and under viſionary hopes to embrace a ſyſtem that would enevitably endanger all our 
poſſeſſions in India. | | FG 4 


If this poſition then is true, it follows clearly, that if we cannot effect an immediate peace 


with the adminiſtration of Poona, we ought, in prudence, and independent even of the command 


of our employers, to deſiſt from the Mahratta conteſt at all events, and turn our whole force 


againſt Hyder. 


The ſolid principle upon Which fuch a determination becomes neceſſary, is this: If the Carnatic 
js loſt, our enemies muſt be immoveably eſtabliſhed there, and the valuable poſſeſſions of this 
government are afterwards expoſed, notwithſtanding their natural ſecurity, to che operations of 
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an enemy moſt advantageouſly ſituated; an enemy that might then chooſe its ſeaſon of attac, 
if ſuperior at dea, or ſucceſsful in ralſing enemies upon our weltern and northern fron- 
tiers. : ; ; * a 


Whereas, if every place and poſſeſſion dependent on the illand of Bombay was loft, future 
forts, ſupported from the Carnatic and this country, might regain them at any favourable, 


crilis. 


We have thus, gentlemen, we hope, with attentive and unpreſuming diſcuſhon, gone 1 Roy 
the ground of a very intereſting alternative, which preſents itſelf in our preſent involved 
ſituation. | | | 


Prepared for every diſappointment that can happen in the preſent general hoſtility that is 
armed againſt us, *% wiſh to avoid deluſive ſyſtems of hope; but we are fortified againſt either” 
deſpondence, or an undignified and timid purſuit of peace. | | 


From a ſeperate letter we addreſs you, it will appear, that we are anxious to have an exact 
ſtate of your debts, of your actual reſources and diſburfements, and likewife of your probable 
reſources and diſburſements for the enſuing year, with the beſt eſtimate you can ſend us of the 
inveſtment you mean t ſend home to the Company, and an account of the bills you have 
drawn upon them. We have requeſted the ſame Abe from the Preſidency of Fort 


With theſe lights before us, and a view of our own reſources and neceſſary diſburſements; we 
ſhall have a pretty juſt idea of the faculties which the Company poſſeſſes, to carry on the conteſts 
in which they are engaged. | | | —, 


Confident that our zeal, if not our management, ſhall entitle us to the fair opinion of our 
country, and reſolved rigidly to retrench every poſſible expence that can be ſaved, conſiſtent with 
the moſt vigorous ſyſtem of carrying on unavoidable branches of the war, we ſhall have no ap- 
prehenſion of wanting reſources, while the property of our fellow ſuhjects in this country, and 
the credit not only of our immediate employers, but of the power that conſtituted our preſent | 
authority, can command finance, ; e rt uw 


The object that is at ſtake: is the preſervation of India to Great Britain, with thoſe conſequent 
advantages, which the Aſiatic dominions of the ſtate may hereafter be capacitated to refund for 
the relief of the whole empire, | | ? 


In the exertions to maintain ſo valuable a branch of the Empire, a great and enlightened nation 
will ſoon diſeriminate the merit of real ſervices, from either the parade of affected zeal, or that 
cold reſerve of duty which hedges itſelf within the letter of orders, while public ruin is accu- 


Pemit us to hope, Gentlemen, That, ſenſible of the general danger, and animated with a 
conſequent zeal, you will aſſiſt us cordially in the great object which we have thus variouſſy 
ſtated to you, that of effecting, either by a defenſive ſyſtem with the Mahrattas, and an offenſive 
plan - operation againſt Hyder, the eſſential purpoſes of a peace with the former, and a war 
with the latter. LOS | | 


Should Major General Meadows (who deferves ſo well of the Company in particular, and of 
his con in general, for reſolving to come to the relief of India) arrive upon your coaſt, you 
will find him very able and willing to co-operate with you upon this ſy ſtem; and. ſhould any 
untoward accident prevent the ſpeedy and ſafe arrival of Mr. Anderſon at Poonah, you and 
General Goddard will pleaſe to peruſe moſt attentively along with this letter, the Governor 
General's inſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, as well as the inſtructions to Mr. Chapman, who is 


deputed to Nagpoor, you will then comprehend fully the decided and united wiſhes and reſo- 
lutions of this government. 1 | | | gn 


You will obſerve particularly, that the Governor General's inſtructions go to a Ceſſion of all 
that can be yielded for peace. To deliver up Ragoba, or annul our treaty with Futty Sing, he 
juſtly conſiders as conditions that cannot be granted, for the public diſhonour which ſuch acts 
would ſtamp upon out national character. An ſent to have ſuch a diſhonour connected with 
the reputation of Engliſh. Councils, would be weakneſs, and that weakneſs would oecaſion new 
and unan ſwerable demands, But it is the addreſs of negociation, and th@wiſdom of ſtates to 
contrive, in difficulties ſuch as theſe, a remedy that may obviate the embarraſſment, and yet 
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preſerve every neceſſary dignity of proceeding. From General Goddard's letter to your Board 
From Surat, in September laſt, it appears that Ragoba was in ſeparate negociation with the 
miniſters of Poonah for a maintenance to himſelf, and he has upon many former occaſions ſhewn 
a wiſh to leave you. Thoſe wiſhes might not only be permitted, but indulged and encouraged, 
and, in that event, the obſtacle removes itſelf, Ihe conduct of Futty Sing muſt be ſingularly 
meritorious as a native ally, if occaſions do not occur where the annulling of the treaty would not 
de his own ac and deed. In a word Gentlemen, when the wiſhes of a goyerament.coxreſpoyd 
'forcibly with the public neceſſity, difficulties ſuch as theſe we have ſuppoled are made to vaniſh; 
and in the queſtion, we have thus diſcuſſed, there is one evident and relieving. alternative which 
we have already ftated—a defenſive relinquiſkment of the Mahratta conteſt upon your fide of 
India, which is in a manner tantamount to a peace with them by any formal ſurrender of all 
your. continential acquiſitions. Nor let us be diſinclined to this alternative, from falſe ideas 
relative to thoſe reflections which, may in general be thrown out regarding the ſuppaſed mi(- 


Fortunes, mifmanagements, and loſſes of this war from the beginning. 


Were we diſpoſed to enter into ſuch diſcuſſions, obſervations might not be found wanting, to ſhew 
that good as well as evil conſequences have followed from the war. One conſequence has, we 
hope, certainly followed, and which is of infinite importance; that is, the tranquillity of theſe 
provinces from Mahratta invaſion, maintaining during the war, and probably ſecured in future, 
rom the impreſſion which our arms have made in the heart of Hindoſtan. | 
In the preceding view of this queſtion, it cannot efcape you, that we have ſuppoſed the moſt 
unfavourable poſſible turn to the negociation. We have done fo purpoſely to leave no room for a 
miſconception of our wiſhes; and that you, ſhould he prepared to adapt your meaſures to the 
general ſyſtem, in the worſt event of the Mahratta negociation. Our real hopes are, that our 
Governor General ſhall, before this letter arrives at Rombay, have concluded not only a peace 
with the Poonah adminiſtration, but have arranged with them a treaty offenſive againit * 
We knew that the miniſters at Poonah have exhauſſed their treaſures in the continuance of the 
war: That it has been a moſt ruinous war te their whole general ſyſtem of controul over the re- 
venues of India: But the Mahratta Empire is now broken, and we truſt for ever, into ſeparate 
ſtates ; and they have ſuffered ſo much in the diſpute, that they will avoid war with us in future, 
and wliat is more eſſential, be ſo deterred from any European connection, that our natural 
enemies muſt remain excluded from any alliance with them that could be hurtful to our poſ- 
ſeſſions. 5 


To avoid the evils which we apprehend from a continuance of the Mahratta War, in our 
-prefent"ſituation with other enemies, and to avail ourſelves of every advantage that your co-ope- 
ration can give to the general ſyſtem of affairs, is the ardent object of this full and candid ad- 
dreſs; as well as to obviate every poſſible embarraſſment that may be created by a difference of 
opinion, or a reference to what is paſt, againſt our preſent operations. 


We truſt that our laboum is not in vzin, und that what is dictated by a- moſt anxious zeal for 
the general relief of our affairs, will not be perverted to any little purpoſe of reinark, but carry 
an effectual impreſſion to your councils. 


We 6bſerve to you, more for the ſake of that form which candour requires, than from any 
poſſible apprehenſion that we ſhall have occaſion to diſprove of your future meaſures, or find 
fault with your inactivity, that we are unanimouſly and unalterably reſolved to exert every au- 
. thority of this government to enforce.a correſpondence of political ſyſtem in all the Preſidencies, 

and upon the foundation of the Company's orders; nor, in caſe of evident failure or neglect in 

any branch, ſhall we think.a common proceeding ſufficient, Before that power-to which we wiſh 
our own conduct to be ſubmitted, and which eſtabliſhed our controuling authority, we are de- 
-termined to hold forth, under ſpecial accuſation, whatever. conduct. may in our opinion merit to 
be impeached. | 


Happy ſhall we'be, on the other hand, to have occaſion of marking to the notice of the Com- 
pany and our country, thoſe meaſures which may reflect luſtre upon the diſcharge of the truſt 
with which you are veſted, and which, in the preſent moſt intereſting ſituation of the 
ſtate muſt, in the ſenſibility connected with a conſcious fidelity and zeal, convey a gratification 
beyond every other advantage that ſituation can obtain or beſtow. 


We have, &c. 
Fort William, 9 5 
=6th December 1750. | (Signed) (Governor General and Coyneil. | 


® 5 by Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherſon. 
igned by N 8 | COPY 
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Cc OPY of the Minute of the Court of Directors, conveying their 


Unanimous Thanks to Mr. Haſtings, on the the 2$th of June 1785. 


Tux Court being informed that Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late 8 G of 


7 


It was moped and, on the queſtion, 


RE$s0LVvED Unanixovery, That the Chairman be directed, in the name af the Cant to 
congratulate Governor Haſtings on his ſafe arrival, and to return him the thanks of this 
Court, for the long, faithful, and able ſervioes he had rendered the Company. 


« 


Mr. Haſtings being then introduced, 
The Chairman addreſſed him to the purport of the above reſolution. 


Mr. Haſtings expelled his happineſs, in having for his uniform endeavours to — the 
Company's intereſts been thus amply rewarded, by the n honour now conferred on 
+ Him; and then withdrew, ' | ; 


Eaſ India Houſe, | Th A true Copy. 
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